September 15, 2010

victims of Hurricane Rita, and I offer
my deepest thanks to those who as-
sisted in the recovery process. I urge
my colleagues to support House Reso-
lution 1583, as a reconfirmation of this
body’s commitment to rebuild, renew,
and restore the gulf coast region not
only from Hurricane Rita, but also
Hurricane Katrina.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H. Res. 1583, as amended,
observing the fifth anniversary of Hurricane
Rita. Hurricane Rita made landfall just east of
the Texas-Louisiana Boarder as a category
three hurricane on September 24, 2005. Hurri-
cane Rita directly caused the deaths of at
least seven people, damaged or destroyed
hundreds of thousands of homes, and left over
one million people without electricity. In addi-
tion to the devastation the storm caused in
Louisiana and Texas, it also caused flooding
and tornadoes in the States of Arkansas, Mis-
sissippi, and Louisiana.

Before making landfall, Hurricane Rita was
the second hurricane in 2005 to become a
category 5 hurricane in the Gulf of Mexico.
Hurricane Rita broke Hurricane Katrina’s
record as the most intense hurricane ever in
the Gulf of Mexico. The storm also climbed
from a category 2 to a category 5 storm in
less than 24 hours with the fastest intensifica-
tion of any tropical cyclone in history.

Coming less than a month after Hurricane
Katrina, this storm forced 3,000,000 million
residents to evacuate their homes. In many in-
stances, those who were evacuating from Hur-
ricane Rita were already evacuees displaced
by Hurricane Katrina. We also witnessed the
unfortunate deaths of 23 nursing home resi-
dents who perished when the bus evacuating
them caught fire.

As | have mentioned previously, since Hurri-
cane Rita and the other storms of the 2005
hurricane season, the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure has passed legislation
and held numerous hearings to improve not
only the recovery from these storms, but also
our nation’s preparation for, response to, re-
covery from and mitigation of disasters from
all hazards. These efforts continue on Sep-
tember 22, 2010, when the Subcommittee on
Economic Development, Public Buildings, and
Emergency Management will hold a hearing
entitled: “Five Years after Katrina: Where We
Are and What We Have Learned for Future
Disasters.”

Prior to the 2005 hurricane season, when
our nation faced large or unusual disasters,
the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) was quick to adapt and provide solu-
tions to unique problems that would arise,
often working with Congress on those solu-
tions.

However, by 2005, things were very dif-
ferent. FEMA was an agency within the De-
partment of Homeland Security (DHS), and
not an independent agency that reported di-
rectly to the President and Congress. As |
have said previously, FEMA’s performance as
an agency has suffered since its inclusion in
the Department of Homeland Security in 2003.

Even long after the response to the 2005
hurricane season, the agency’s placement in
DHS had a detrimental effect on the residents
of the Gulf Coast. There were delays in deci-
sion making, which delayed delivery of critical
assistance to citizens. While things appear to
be improving with the recovery in the Gulf

Coast, this improvement was far too long in
coming. | am still deeply concerned that, even
with the new leadership at FEMA, if FEMA re-
mains in DHS it will not be able to respond to
future disasters in the manner the nation
needs and expects.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H. Res. 1583.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Madam Speaker, I have no further
requests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. I have no further requests for
time, I simply ask for support, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 1583, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

The title was amended so as to read:
“Resolution observing the fifth anni-
versary of the date on which Hurricane
Rita devastated the coasts of Louisiana
and Texas, and for other purposes.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 2039; H.R. 5873; House Resolution
1522; H.R. 5366; and House Resolution
1610, in each case by the yeas and nays.

Proceedings on remaining postponed
questions will resume later in the
week.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

————————

CONGRESSIONAL MADE IN
AMERICA PROMISE ACT OF 2010

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2039) to clarify the applica-
bility of the Buy American Act to
products purchased for the use of the
legislative branch, to prohibit the ap-
plication of any of the exceptions to
the requirements of such Act to prod-
ucts bearing a Congressional seal, and
for other purposes, as amended, on
which the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
BRADY) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, as amended.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 371, nays 36,
not voting 25, as follows:
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Aderholt
Adler (NJ)
AKin
Alexander
Altmire
Andrews
Arcuri
Austria
Baca
Bachmann
Bachus
Baird
Baldwin
Barrow
Barton (TX)
Bean
Becerra
Berkley
Berman
Berry
Biggert
Bilbray
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (NY)
Bishop (UT)
Blumenauer
Boccieri
Boehner
Bonner
Bono Mack
Boozman
Boren
Boswell
Boustany
Boyd
Brady (PA)
Braley (IA)
Bright
Brown (SC)
Brown, Corrine
Brown-Waite,
Ginny
Buchanan
Burgess
Burton (IN)
Butterfield
Buyer
Calvert
Camp
Cantor
Cao
Capito
Capps
Capuano
Cardoza
Carnahan
Carney
Carson (IN)
Cassidy
Castle
Castor (FL)
Chaffetz
Chandler
Childers
Chu
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Coble
Coffman (CO)
Cohen
Cole
Connolly (VA)
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Costello
Courtney
Crenshaw
Critz
Crowley
Cuellar
Culberson
Dahlkemper
Davis (AL)
Davis (CA)
Davis (IL)
Davis (KY)
Davis (TN)
DeFazio
DeGette
DeLauro
Dent
Deutch
Diaz-Balart, L.

[Roll No. 521]
YEAS—371

Diaz-Balart, M.
Dicks
Dingell
Djou
Doggett
Donnelly (IN)
Doyle
Driehaus
Duncan
Edwards (MD)
Edwards (TX)
Ehlers
Ellison
Emerson
Engel
Etheridge
Farr
Fattah
Filner
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foster
Foxx
Frank (MA)
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Gallegly
Garamendi
Garrett (NJ)
Gerlach
Giffords
Gingrey (GA)
Gonzalez
Goodlatte
Gordon (TN)
Granger
Graves (MO)
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffith
Guthrie
Gutierrez
Hall (NY)
Hall (TX)
Halvorson
Hare
Harman
Hastings (WA)
Heinrich
Heller
Herseth Sandlin
Higgins
Hill
Himes
Hinchey
Hirono
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hoyer
Hunter
Inglis
Inslee
Israel
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson Lee
(TX)
Jenkins
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones
Jordan (OH)
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kildee
Kilpatrick (MI)
Kilroy
Kind
King (NY)
Kirk
Kirkpatrick (AZ)
Kissell
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Kosmas
Kratovil
Kucinich
Lance
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
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Latta
Lee (NY)
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Mack
Maffei
Maloney
Manzullo
Markey (CO)
Markey (MA)
Marshall
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul
McCollum
McCotter
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
MclIntyre
McKeon
McMahon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Mica
Michaud
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Minnick
Mitchell
Moore (KS)
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy (NY)
Murphy, Patrick
Murphy, Tim
Myrick
Nadler (NY)
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Nunes
Nye
Oberstar
Obey
Olson
Olver
Ortiz
Owens
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor (AZ)
Paulsen
Perlmutter
Perriello
Peters
Peterson
Petri
Pingree (ME)
Pitts
Platts
Poe (TX)
Pomeroy
Posey
Price (NC)
Quigley
Radanovich
Rahall
Rangel
Rehberg
Reichert
Reyes
Richardson
Rodriguez
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
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