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RECOGNIZING SINGER-SONG-
WRITER CLARE BURSON FOR 
BRINGING SOCIAL AWARENESS 
TO THE HOLOCAUST THROUGH 
MUSIC 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 24, 2010 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize singer and songwriter Clare 
Burson for her work in bringing awareness to 
the Holocaust through music. Chronicled 
through research and stories from her family, 
her new album ‘‘Silver and Ash’’ remembers 
her family and pays tribute to the many Jewish 
men, women and children who suffered and 
died during this dark period in history. 

Clare Burson had always been interested in 
learning her family’s history since the young 
age of 8 years old. However, her grand-
mother, Joci Burson, was reluctant to speak 
about the events that caused her family to flee 
their home in Germany due to the painful 
memories. Joci, who lived in Memphis, Ten-
nessee, would receive letters from family that 
fled to Latvia updating her on their condition. 
Receiving letters from only 1938–1941 was 
undoubtedly a sign that the worst had hap-
pened and forced Joci into mourning and si-
lence about the tragedy that befell the family. 

Clare Burson spent much of her young adult 
life researching her family’s history to gain a 
better understanding of how the Holocaust 
changed her family. Her research led her to 
move to Germany and to travel to Latvia, Lith-
uania and Ukraine—the homes of her ances-
tors. As a result of her research and through 
her songs, she was able to convey resem-
blances of her sister to their great-grand-
mother in ‘‘Look Close.’’ In ‘‘I Will/With You,’’ 
Ms. Burson encourages her grandmother to 
share her memories so that she and others 
will forever remember their history. 

In ‘‘Baby Boy,’’ Clare Burson describes a 
metaphorical hole in her great-great-grand-
mother’s home after sending her son to Lith-
uania to escape conscription to military service 
in the German army. Although not in her 
lyrics, Ms. Burson shared a piece of her fam-
ily’s history saying that her great-great-grand-
mother sent her son to Lithuania in 1893 with 
a trunk of belongings and a wedge of cheese 
made by his mother. He then moved to South 
Africa and stayed there for 10 years before 
moving to Memphis, where he married her 
great-grandmother, Clare. They had 4 children 
including her grandmother who, when she 
passed away, gave her the cheese. That 
wedge of cheese still exists and is now 117 
years old. 

Sixty-five years after the Holocaust, the 
number of Jewish Holocaust survivors and 
those who lived during that time is decreasing. 
Like many events in our history, both good 
and bad, we must ensure the fundamental na-
ture of the Holocaust is passed along to future 
generations. There must never again be such 

a display of intolerance towards any group of 
people. Thank you Clare Burson for giving us 
such beautiful music set to your family’s 
memories and our shared history. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE WESTERN 
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY VEHI-
CLE RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

HON. RICK LARSEN 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 24, 2010 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate the Western 
Washington University Vehicle Research Insti-
tute for their outstanding achievements in the 
X Prize Automotive competition. 

The X Prize Competition challenged our 
best scientists and engineers to develop a 
new car that could achieve fuel efficiency of 
over 100 miles per gallon in real world driving. 
To win, the car had to be safe, affordable and 
potentially desirable to consumers. 

Western Washington’s team, comprised en-
tirely of undergraduate students, developed 
and entered a 2-seat car, the Viking 45, in the 
‘‘alternative’’ class. Their car successfully navi-
gated several rounds of testing, becoming the 
only American university team to reach the 
finals of the competition. 

The success of the Viking 45 continues the 
long tradition of excellence at the Vehicle Re-
search Institute. I commend them for their suc-
cess in the X Prize competition and their con-
tinuing outstanding work to develop the next 
generation of passenger vehicles. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 175TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF 
NUESTRA SEÑORA DE LOS DOLO-
RES DE LAS VEGAS GRANDES, 
NEW MEXICO 1835–2010 

HON. BEN RAY LUJÁN 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 24, 2010 

Mr. LUJÁN. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 175th anniversary of Las 
Vegas, New Mexico. 

Established by a land grant from the Gov-
ernment of Mexico, the City of Las Vegas was 
founded on the Gallinas River on April 6th, 
1835. Las Vegas soon found prosperity as a 
trading hub on the Sante Fe Trail, and later as 
a stop on the railroad between Atchison, To-
peka, and Santa Fe. 

Throughout its 175 years, Las Vegas has 
flourished; becoming a regional center for cul-
tural and social diversity; seeing the establish-
ment of theaters, schools, newspapers, and li-
braries. As many historic towns in America 
have experienced, the people of Las Vegas 
have seen challenges throughout their storied 
history including epidemics, economic depres-
sions, and political turmoil. 

However, with over 900 buildings recog-
nized by the National Register of Historic 
Places, and the claim to forming the New 
Mexico Militia and the 1st United States Vol-
unteer Calvary, Las Vegas can point to a 
strong and proud history of perseverance and 
dedication that is worthy of admiration. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the celebration of the people of Las 
Vegas as they celebrate their city’s anniver-
sary. The longevity of Las Vegas is a testa-
ment to the communal bonds established 
there, and it is an inspirational achievement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TAIWAN ON THE 
OCCASION OF NATIONAL DAY 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 24, 2010 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to salute Taiwan on its forthcoming National 
Day on October 10, 2010. 

Taiwan is a model of success in Asia. 
Through hard work and ingenuity, Taiwan has 
become one of the strongest economies in the 
Asia Pacific. 

Two years ago, Taiwan was in the midst of 
a global economic crisis. After taking some 
notable economic measures, Taiwan is ex-
pected to bring its unemployment rate below 5 
percent, and GDP is expected to grow by 4.72 
percent this year. 

Taiwan is also a showcase democracy and 
continues to strengthen its democratic institu-
tion. The accomplishments of Taiwan, whether 
economic or political, are truly remarkable. 

On the occasion of Republic of China’s Na-
tional Day, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
wishing new era of peace and prosperity be-
tween Taiwan and mainland China. There 
have been many agreements between the two 
sides, including direct air and sea links, in-
creased mutual investments, and exchanges 
of peoples. 

Also, my congratulations to Taiwan for its 
continued participation in the World Health As-
sembly meetings last May in Geneva. We 
should also acknowledge Taiwan’s humani-
tarian assistance to Haiti and Taiwan’s med-
ical and public health missions to Pacific is-
land countries in recent years. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Taiwan. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO STEPHEN B. FALEK 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 24, 2010 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Stephen B. Falek, 
Associate Director for the Housing Authority of 
the City of Milwaukee, who will retire in Octo-
ber, 2010, after 38 years of distinguished serv-
ice. 
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He has been a tireless advocate to provide 

affordable housing opportunities to my con-
stituency. Families in my district and through-
out the state have benefited from his efforts to 
create ‘‘green’’ facilities, develop homeowner-
ship programs, provide resources to serve 
low-income families, and expand programs to 
serve our veterans, homeless, elderly and dis-
abled, and mentally challenged. 

As Assistant Director, Mr. Falek is respon-
sible for the day-to-day operation of a mul-
titude of public housing units, multi-family mar-
ket rate rental housing, and a Section 8 Hous-
ing Choice Voucher Program. 

His advocacy can be seen on the local and 
national levels. His particular interest in ad-
dressing the needs of often overlooked popu-
lations led to the development of a Single 
Room Occupancy facility for the homeless. Mr. 
Falek reunited families by securing a number 
of housing opportunities for homeless or tran-
sitional parents who would have otherwise lost 
custody of their children if they did not have a 
home. In addition, in the aftermath of Hurri-
cane Katrina, he ensured that Milwaukee 
opened its doors to evacuees. He created a 
task force with various government agencies 
to make sure that these evacuees were as-
sisted quickly. 

In 2009, he received the National Associa-
tion of Housing and Redevelopment Officials 
(NAHRO) M. Justin Herman Award for Life-
time Achievement, which honors an excep-
tional individual who has made outstanding 
contributions to the quality of life through serv-
ice in the field of housing or community devel-
opment. He continued his noteworthy role as 
a leader by participating on boards and com-
mittees. His contributions are well known with-
in NAHRO, the North Central Regional Council 
of NAHRO, and the State of Wisconsin Asso-
ciation of Housing Authorities (WAHA). Mr. 
Falek was a key figure in creating the WAHA 
State Chapter and made Wisconsin one of the 
strongest chapters. 

Madam Speaker, for these reasons, I am 
honored to pay tribute to Stephen B. Falek 
who leaves behind a wonderful legacy of lead-
ership and community building in the Fourth 
Congressional District and State of Wisconsin. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO JUSTICE ARTHUR 
G. SCOTLAND IN RECOGNITION 
OF HIS LIFE OF SERVICE 

HON. DANIEL E. LUNGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 24, 2010 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recognize and 
honor Justice Arthur G. Scotland for his life of 
service to our California judicial system. 

Justice Scotland is a native Californian born 
in Sacramento on October 19, 1946. He grad-
uated from the University of California, Davis, 
and became a law enforcement officer with 
the California Department of Justice. He later 
graduated with honors from the University of 
Pacific, McGeorge School of Law in 1974. 

After serving as a Deputy District Attorney, 
Sacramento County, 1974–76, California Dep-
uty Attorney General, 1976–83, and Cabinet 
Secretary to the Governor, 1983–87, he was 
appointed as a Superior Court Judge by Gov-
ernor George Deukmejian in 1987. Since 

1989, he has served on the Courts of Appeal, 
appointed by Governor Deukmejian. In 1998, 
he became the Presiding Justice, appointed to 
the position by Governor Pete Wilson. 

In 2004, Justice Scotland was named Judge 
of the Year by the Sacramento County Bar 
Association. 

Active in his community, Justice Scotland 
was named Humanitarian of the Year in 2002 
by the Sacramento County Bar Association for 
his volunteer work on behalf of the Sac-
ramento Children’s Home—a residential and 
treatment facility for abused and neglected 
children. He also received a community Serv-
ice Award from the Center for Youth Citizen-
ship for his volunteer work helping educate 
school children about our legal system about 
their rights and responsibilities as Americans. 

Presiding Justice Scotland has served with 
distinction on the Court of Appeal, Third Ap-
pellate District, since 1989—serving 9 years 
as associate justice and 12 years as presiding 
justice. During his tenure, Justice Scotland 
has participated in deciding more than 6,000 
appeals and thousands of writ petitions, au-
thoring 2,744 majority opinions, 48 concurring 
opinions, and 40 dissenting opinions. 

I am pleased to recognize and congratulate 
Justice Scotland on his retirement and for his 
dedication to our community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARY TREVIÑO 

HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 24, 2010 

Mr. GONZALEZ. Madam Speaker, today I 
would like to recognize a woman who has 
reached a milestone in her life that few have 
had the opportunity to reach. Most individuals 
are lucky to see 80 years of life. Few have 
ever reached the age of 90. But fewer still 
have had the blessing of living on this earth 
for 100 years, the course of an entire century. 
That is why it is with great honor I come to 
you today to recognize the 100th birthday of 
Mrs. Mary Trevino, on this day, the 26th of 
September, year 2010. 

Mrs. Treviño has spent the last one hundred 
years growing in wisdom, her work ethic, and 
her love for others. Like all people, her life is 
marked with both times of testing and times of 
celebration. What makes Mrs. Treviño an out-
standing woman, however, is that she has 
gone through her trials with great persever-
ance, and through her times of celebration 
with great joy. 

As a woman that embodies the entrepre-
neurial spirit, one of Mrs. Treviño’s greatest 
accomplishments in her life is the founding of 
El Mirador Restaurant. This restaurant has 
been the means by which Mrs. Treviño’s pas-
sions for sharing great food and good com-
pany have had a way to express themselves. 
El Mirador is a place that has contributed to 
the community of Texas’ 20th District for more 
than 40 years, and like Mrs. Treviño, it is still 
going strong. 

Madam Speaker, that is why I would like to 
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring and 
celebrating the 100th birthday of Mrs. Mary 
Treviño; for a life well lived and years more to 
live well. I wish Mrs. Treviño all the best and 
hope that our nation’s great City of San Anto-
nio can be blessed by her presence for many 

more years to come. May her days be filled 
with life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, 
for her and her loved ones. 

f 

CARLOS GUERRA DAY IN SAN 
ANTONIO, TEXAS 

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 24, 2010 

Mr. ORTIZ. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a constituent, friend, supporter, 
community activist and long-time columnist for 
the San Antonio Express-News, Carlos 
Guerra. On Friday, September, 24, 2010, 
friends, family members and loved ones will 
gather at El Tropicano Riverwalk Hotel in San 
Antonio, Texas, to pay respect and honor to a 
man who has done so much for so many of 
us. On this day, Texas A&M University— 
Kingsville has designated September 24 as 
‘‘Carlos Guerra Day in San Antonio.’’ 

Guerra grew up in Robstown, Texas, which 
happens to be my hometown, too. His parents 
were educators and owned a family res-
taurant. After graduating from Robstown High 
School, Guerra enrolled at then-Texas A&I 
University in Kingsville where he quickly be-
came involved in the rising civil rights move-
ment for Mexican Americans. In 1969, he 
earned his bachelor’s degree in history. While 
enrolled at Texas A&I University in Kingsville, 
Guerra was a member of the debate team as 
well as on the staff of the student newspaper. 

He helped found the Mexican American 
Youth Organization (MAYO) and Raza Unida 
Party, two of the primary civil rights organiza-
tions for Mexican Americans. Guerra’s civil 
rights activist days lasted from the 1960s 
through the 1980s, and he was a pallbearer in 
the funeral of United Farm Workers founder 
and civil rights icon Cesar Chavez in 1993. 

Guerra started his newspaper career in 
1991 when he was a front-page columnist for 
the San Antonio Light. When that newspaper 
ceased publication, he moved to the San An-
tonio Express-News where he was a metro 
columnist for more than 18 years. 

Guerra has worked for several philanthropic 
foundations on the East Coast and has trav-
eled extensively throughout the United States 
and Latin America. He has led all by example 
and continues to be a leading voice in the His-
panic movement. 

During his time as a columnist for the San 
Antonio Express-News, Guerra’s opinion col-
umns were syndicated in other newspapers 
throughout the country. 

In 2009, Guerra retired from the San Anto-
nio Express-News. Today, he is a communica-
tions consultant and continues to be involved 
in civic engagement. Most recently, he helped 
launch a scholarship at Texas A&M Univer-
sity—Kingsville in the Communications The-
ater Arts Department. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the work, dedication, vision, leadership 
and commitment of a respected role model, 
friend and mentor, Carlos Guerra. 
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HONORING SUE PALKA 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 24, 2010 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, on 
Monday, September 27, 2010, one of my con-
stituents will be celebrating 25 years of out-
standing service to the Washington, DC met-
ropolitan region. 

WTTG Fox 5 News weather forecaster Sue 
Palka has been bringing Washingtonians their 
weather reports for decades. For those of you 
who have seen her, you know her for her irre-
pressible enthusiasm and good humor. I am 
proud that Sue, a resident of Gaithersburg, 
Maryland, is a constituent of mine. 

Sue is a six-time Emmy award winner for 
outstanding weather forecasting and has been 
with Fox 5 since 1985. In 1997, she was 
named Broadcaster of the Year by the Na-
tional Weather Association. She was featured 
on the cover of Washingtonian Magazine in 
March 2004, and on the cover of the Wash-
ington Post TV Week in July 1997 with an ex-
tensive article profiling her career. Sue re-
ceived the Distinguished Alumnae Award from 
Edinboro University of Pennsylvania in 2005. 

Sue has an undying passion for weather 
forecasting. From taking on Hurricane Bertha 
when it made landfall, to flying into the eye of 
category 4 Hurricane Edouard with the famed 
Hurricane Hunters, to tornado chasing in 
Texas and Oklahoma, Sue loves to be in the 
middle of the action and to share its excite-
ment with her viewers. 

I am delighted to congratulate Sue Palka, 
her husband Joe and daughters Elizabeth and 
Nora, for her 25 years of dedicated service to 
our community and to all visitors to the Na-
tion’s Capital. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF H. RES. 1595, REC-
OGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF REAL ESTATE INVEST-
MENT TRUSTS (REITs) 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 24, 2010 

Mr. KIND. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
support of House Resolution 1595, which rec-
ognizes the 50th anniversary of Real Estate 
Investment Trusts, commonly known as 
REITs. I am proud to cosponsor this resolution 
introduced by my colleague, Representative 
SANDER LEVIN from Michigan and I thank him 
for introducing this resolution. 

For 50 years, REITs have provided a way 
for average investors to invest in large-scale 
commercial properties in the same way they 
invest in other industries, through the pur-
chase of equity. In addition, REITs offer inves-
tors distinct advantages such as portfolio di-
versification, reliable dividends, liquidity, and 
solid long-term performance. 

Fifty years after Congress created REITs, 
average investors continue to benefit in the 
same ways as corporate stockowners, as 
REIT investors earn a pro-rata share of the 
economic benefits that are derived from the 
production of income through commercial real 
estate ownership. 

It is important to recognize ways in which 
average investors of all ages and income lev-
els can access the same benefits as large real 
estate investors. I stand with my colleague in 
commending the 50th anniversary of Real Es-
tate Investment Trusts, and 50 years of pro-
viding a broad range of investors an oppor-
tunity to achieve the investment goals of diver-
sification, strong and reliable dividends, liquid-
ity, solid performance, and transparency. 

f 

NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE 
PROGRAM REEXTENSION ACT OF 
2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 23, 2010 

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
address the issue of flooding raised by the 
National Flood Insurance Program Reexten-
sion Act of 2010 before us today. Although it 
is critical that we pass this legislation to en-
sure that flood insurance remains available to 
those in flood prone areas, this reextension is 
not the ultimate solution. Congress has fol-
lowed a dangerously inconsistent stopgap ap-
proach of short-term fixes to the National 
Flood Insurance Program, or NFIP, for almost 
2 years now. 

We need a permanent solution for the sake 
of my constituents and all Americans in flood- 
prone regions. Too frequently, the NFIP has 
been allowed to lapse. The House recently 
passed a bill which would address this issue 
by providing long-term authorization for the 
NFIP. This type of solution is necessary to 
provide certainty in real estate markets and 
the greater economy, as thousands of poten-
tial real estate transactions were stalled every 
day during the 53 days this year which the 
program lapsed. 

These issues further damage our economy, 
as homeowners in the flood-prone areas of 
more than 20,000 communities across the 
U.S. could not obtain mortgages without the 
critical flood insurance made available through 
NFIP. In these regions, homeowners face a 
one in four chance that their property will suf-
fer flood damage over the life of a 30-year 
mortgage. 

My constituents and I are all too familiar 
with the issue of flooding. The Passaic River 
basin in my district is a historically flood-prone 
region, and the rapid growth of population and 
industry in that region has made the threat of 
loss of property and life a serious problem. 
Since 1900, at least 26 lives have been lost in 
floods and the total losses over that period are 
over $4.5 billion. 

Just this March, the residents of the Eighth 
Congressional District of New Jersey along 
the Passaic basin suffered some of the most 
extensive flooding in the region to have oc-
curred in the last quarter century. Approxi-
mately 2,500 residents in the district were 
forced from their homes and the estimated 
damage to the public sector alone is over $10 
million dollars. These events resulted in a 
Federal Disaster Declaration issued by Presi-
dent Obama. All across this country, access to 
flood insurance is an absolute necessity just 
as it is in the Passaic River basin. 

If Congress does not act now, the flood in-
surance program will expire once again on 

September 30, at the peak of hurricane sea-
son. Madam Speaker, distinguished col-
leagues, I ask you today to join me in passing 
this bill. However, we must dedicate ourselves 
to finding a permanent solution for those 
Americans adversely affected by flooding. The 
people of my district need a long-term exten-
sion of the flood insurance program—and they 
need to know that the flood insurance program 
will always be there for them. While we are 
working to mitigate the damage caused by 
floods, this program remains essential for 
those tragic times when nature takes over. 
With homes in my district and in every flood- 
prone part of the country in harm’s way, it is 
simply too dangerous to risk disaster because 
we failed once again to extend the National 
Flood Insurance Program. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. BECERRA. Madam Speaker, yesterday 
I was unavoidably detained and missed rollcall 
votes 534, 535, and 536. If present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall votes 534, 535, 
and 536. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF DOMINIQUE NOTH, EDITOR, 
MILWAUKEE LABOR PRESS 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 24, 2010 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to pay tribute to Dominique Paul Noth 
and the Milwaukee Labor Press. The Mil-
waukee Labor Press provides news, features, 
commentary, and information on important 
issues and events. In late August, editor Dom 
Noth and the Labor Press won the most mul-
tiple awards in the history of the International 
Labor Communications Association. The Mil-
waukee Labor Press has continued its legacy 
of excellence by proving successful in the 
most intense and prestigious North American 
contest for all labor publications. 

As the second largest home-delivered news-
paper in Wisconsin, the Labor Press consist-
ently speaks honestly to its readers. The ILCA 
awarded the Labor Press First Place, General 
Excellence among all state and central council 
publications. ILCA praised the Labor Press for 
‘‘Quirky and interesting writing, [. . .] makes 
points without being preachy.’’ 

MilwaukeeLabor.org the website of the 
Labor Press’ publisher, Milwaukee Area Labor 
Council, received First Place General Excel-
lence Internet. News, Take Action, events, and 
original content by Dominique Noth are fea-
tured on the website. Dominique is an intrepid 
seeker of newsworthy information, camera at 
the ready, quotes in context forming in his 
mind. 

Last December’s examination of the health 
care debate in the article, ‘‘Heeding the 
Human Cost,’’ was honored with the First 
Place Saul Miller Award. Noth attributes this 
success to diverse opinions of union and com-
munity members in a no-holds-barred forum 
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on health legislation. Judges cited the story as 
candid and heartfelt writing which ‘‘debunks 
the opposition’s argument attacking the need 
for health reform.’’ 

Third Place Award for Special Performance 
(best editorial or column) went to the Labor 
Press for ‘‘City Should Sink Its Own Breed of 
Water Pirates’’ which highlighted the privatiza-
tion of public services. The article shed light 
on a significant issue for labor unions across 
the country. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to say the Mil-
waukee Labor Press provides a significant av-
enue for discussion for the people of the 
Fourth Congressional District. Thanks in no 
small part to Dominique Noth; the Labor 
Press’ continual excellence is based on its 
open-minded, intelligent, and relatable exam-
ination of pressing labor issues that impact the 
whole community. I applaud Dominique Noth 
and the Milwaukee Labor Press for their suc-
cess in such a competitive and prestigious 
contest. 

f 

HONORING NATIONAL TRUCK 
DRIVER APPRECIATION WEEK 

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 24, 2010 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize America’s professional 
truck drivers who serve our Nation by deliv-
ering the clothes we wear, the food we eat, or 
the medicine we rely on. This week, Sep-
tember 19–25, has been designated National 
Truck Driver Appreciation Week, which pro-
vides a perfect opportunity to express our ap-
preciation to the 3.4 million professional truck 
drivers in the United States. I urge my col-
leagues and all Americans to use this week to 
reflect on the important role these hard-work-
ing and dedicated drivers play in facilitating 
many aspects of our daily lives. 

Trucking serves as the backbone of our 
economy, responsible for nearly 70 percent of 
the total U.S. freight tonnage. Over 80 percent 
of communities rely solely on the trucking in-
dustry for their goods and commodities. 
Across the Nation, the trucking industry allows 
businesses and manufacturers to connect with 
consumers in a reliable and efficient manner 
that allows the free flow of goods to power the 
American economy every day. 

One out of every 15 people across this 
country is employed in the trucking industry, 
making it one of our Nation’s largest employ-
ers. Most individual long-haul drivers average 
100,000 to 110,000 miles driving per year. In 
doing so, America’s truck drivers sacrifice pre-
cious time from their families, all the while, 
they deliver for ours. This week we pause to 
say thank you to them and to their families. 

I salute the fine professionals of the Nation’s 
trucking industry and their families for the 
dedication they continue to demonstrate to 
America and for delivering life’s essentials 
safely and securely. 

HONORING CHIEF WARRANT OFFI-
CER THREE MATTHEW WAG-
STAFF 

HON. JASON CHAFFETZ 
OF UTAH 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 24, 2010 

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Madam Speaker, Ameri-
cans lost one of our finest early Tuesday 
morning when the Blackhawk helicopter car-
rying Chief Warrant Officer Three Matthew 
Wagstaff of Orem, Utah, went down in Af-
ghanistan. 

His family released a statement that reads, 
in part: ‘‘Matt died doing what he loved to do, 
and that was to fly. He was a tremendous 
husband, son, brother and uncle, and he 
served his country well.’’ 

He was just married to his wife Tiffany in 
January, and was anticipating a visit home 
next month to Fort Campbell, Kentucky, where 
he was based. His wife and parents, Ronald 
and Suzanne Wagstaff, flew to Dover Air 
Force base in Delaware Wednesday morning 
to receive him and return him home for burial. 

At 34 years old, CW3 Wagstaff had served 
for ten years as a Blackhawk helicopter pilot 
and was an active-duty member of the Army’s 
101st Airborne Division. He had recently re- 
enlisted knowing he would most likely be 
called up for a second tour in Afghanistan, 
having already served a third overseas tour in 
Iraq. 

A friend of the family shared that CW3 
Wagstaff joined the military with a passion to 
fly helicopters, and that he was one of several 
pilots asked to fly Blackhawks in the original 
‘‘Transformers’’ movie in 2007. He flew his 
helicopter in the action scenes in Los Angeles 
over Dodger Stadium, through alleys, and over 
rooftops. The friend went on to say that CW3 
Wagstaff ‘‘felt like he was making a dif-
ference,’’ adding that his missions in Afghani-
stan included bringing injured soldiers out of 
combat zones. 

A graduate of Orem High School and Utah 
State University, CW3 Wagstaff was among 
nine NATO service members killed in the 
crash near the town of Qatal in Zabul prov-
ince. The soldiers were aboard an Inter-
national Security Assistance Force helicopter. 
The cause of Tuesday’s crash was not imme-
diately known. 

Our hearts and prayers as Americans go 
out to the Wagstaff family for their willingness 
to send their husband, son, and brother to 
serve us all. We honor and appreciate him for 
his service, and his unselfishness in offering 
the ultimate sacrifice for his country and those 
whose lives he blessed both in and out of uni-
form. May God bless him, his family, and all 
those who join us now in mourning his pass-
ing. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO ANNETTE YOUNG 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 24, 2010 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize a woman who had a tremendous 
impact on her community and the lives of 
countless individuals. 

Annette Young was born on August 15, 
1925 in Norfolk, Virginia. In 1944, she moved 
to New York and married Winfield Young, the 
love of her life, on March 21, 1944. They were 
later blessed with a son, Steven. Annette took 
great pride in family and was a devoted wife 
and mother. 

Annette had a love for God and sought his 
guidance throughout her life. She understood 
that the power within us could evolve into 
something great if we trusted in the Lord. An-
nette joined the church family at the Berean 
Baptist Church in 1998. 

Although Annette had a great sense of fam-
ily, she also had a great sense of community. 
For more than 30 years, she was a resident 
of Ocean-Hill Brownsville and she served as 
president of the Council of Block Associations, 
organizing over 80 block and tenant associa-
tions. Additionally, she founded the Council of 
Block Associations Gazette, and was a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the Daniel 
Hale Williams Housing Corp. 

Through her roles as former district co-lead-
er and legislative assistant, president of the 
Vanguard Political Club, honorary co-chair of 
Brooklyn C.O.R.E., Frank Edward Cook Schol-
arship Foundation and the N.A.A.C.P., Annette 
was a force that helped to empower others. 

Annette worked in various industries and 
eventually became the Executive Secretary to 
the Vice President of International Banking at 
Chase Manhattan Bank. Following her retire-
ment from Chase, she pursued a second ca-
reer as a film promoter and as President of 
International Cinema. She also managed the 
musical group ‘‘Elegante.’’ 

Annette utilized her acting ability and ap-
peared in a number of productions. In 1996 
she received the Unity Music and Arts Award 
for Outstanding Professional Achievement as 
an actress from the Unity Democratic Club. 

In December 1991, Annette completed a 
certification from the NY State School of In-
dustrial and Labor relations from Cornell Uni-
versity. In 2002, she proudly received her 
Bachelor of Arts Degree from the College of 
New Rochelle. This was a monumental 
achievement and demonstrates that age is not 
a limit to learning. 

She was extremely proud to be a long time 
member of the Jefferson Democratic Club of 
Brooklyn, NY. 

Madam Speaker, Annette’s grace, poise, 
professionalism, witty nature and natural ability 
to ‘‘live life to the fullest’’ will be remembered 
by all who knew her. 

f 

HONORING THE ABILITYONE 
PROGRAM 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 24, 2010 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of the more than three 
years of service provided by the Marine Corps 
Air Station Cherry Point Base Supply Center 
(BSC) and to applaud the 15th anniversary of 
the AbilityOne BSC Program. 

AbilityOne BSCs are retail stores located on 
military installations and in federal buildings. 
Operated through the AbilityOne Program, 
BSCs fulfill a dual purpose: supporting training 
and employment opportunities for people who 
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have significant disabilities and meeting the 
procurement needs of military and federal con-
sumers. 

The AbilityOne Program is administered by 
the Committee for Purchase from People Who 
Are Blind or Severely Disabled (‘‘the Com-
mittee’’). Each BSC is added to the Commit-
tee’s Procurement List as an AbilityOne Pro-
gram ‘‘service’’ project, which ensures that the 
establishment of a BSC helps accomplish the 
AbilityOne Program’s employment mission. 

AbilityOne BSCs harness the collective re-
sources of a nationwide network of providers 
to supply superior products and services to 
government customers through a commercial 
retail-type setting. Since the launch of the first 
BSC in 1995, government customers have ap-
preciated convenient access to thousands of 
high-quality, competitively priced SKILCRAFT® 
and other name brand products as well as 
Hazmat, Individual Equipment Element, and 
other services. 

Purchases from AbilityOne BSCs support 
the employment of qualified professionals who 
are blind or have other severe disabilities. 
These employees produce and ship products, 
provide services, and staff the BSCs. Further-
more, service-disabled veterans and military 
dependents have the opportunity to join the 
AbilityOne team, where they continue to play 
a valuable role in the military communities that 
are significant to their lives. 

BSCs partner with the leadership at each lo-
cation to satisfy the specific needs of base 
and installation personnel. Today, BSCs are 
located on over 138 federal installations na-
tionwide. 

The AbilityOne Program works with two 
Central Nonprofit Agencies, National Industries 
for the Blind (NIB) and NISH. NIB and NISH 
operate under the direction of the Committee 
and oversee a network of over six hundred as-
sociated nonprofit agencies to provide employ-
ment opportunities for people who are blind or 
have other severe disabilities. AbilityOne pur-
chases from federal government and military 
consumers generate revenue used to fund 
training and employment programs for people 
with severe disabilities. Employing over 45,000 
people with disabilities, the AbilityOne Pro-
gram is the largest employer of people with 
disabilities in the country. 

I am proud to represent the Marine Corps 
Air Station Cherry Point BSC. On this 15th an-
niversary of the AbilityOne BSC Program, we 
should all take a moment to visit our local 
BSC or associated agency to better under-
stand the good work they are doing in our 
communities. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF AMERICAN 
GOLD STAR MOTHERS 

HON. JERRY McNERNEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 24, 2010 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today and ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Gold Star Mothers, whose sacrifices 
and service to our country are recognized on 
the last Sunday of September. 

The organization known today as American 
Gold Star Mothers was begun by Grace 
Seibold, whose son was killed in aerial combat 
over France in 1918. Mrs. Seibold worked tire-

lessly in veterans hospitals both before and 
after her son’s tragic death. It is this spirit of 
generosity and selflessness which lead to the 
eventual establishment of the American Gold 
Star Mothers as a national organization. 

The Gold Star Mothers embody the spirit of 
love, duty, patriotism, and charity that compels 
people to serve their country. The ultimate 
sacrifice of sons and daughters in war is re-
flected in the tremendous energy and time 
given by Gold Star Mothers to support men 
and women who return from service. By volun-
teering at veterans hospitals and commemo-
rating the lives of those who has passed 
away, Gold Star Mothers support one another 
and our brave men and women serving over-
seas. 

As a father whose son served in the Air 
Force, I take great comfort in the thought that 
such an organization exists to provide comfort 
and aid to the young men and women return-
ing home from abroad. On Gold Star Mothers 
Day, it is important to recognize the sacrifices 
that are borne by the families of our men and 
women in uniform. It is with profound respect 
that I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the tireless efforts of Gold Star Mothers 
across our country who honor the memories of 
their children and support our nation with un-
ceasing acts of charity, service, and compas-
sion. 

f 

HONORING MIKE WIEDEMAN 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 24, 2010 

Mr. WALDEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the accomplishments and con-
tributions of a great American, a life-long Ore-
gonian and logger, Mike Wiedeman, of Enter-
prise, Oregon. Mike has been a leader and an 
innovator for over four decades in one of Or-
egon’s most important and historic industries: 
the logging industry. 

Tomorrow I will have the privilege of tipping 
my hat to Mike as he concludes his service as 
the president of the American Loggers Council 
at its 16th annual meeting in Pendleton, Or-
egon. The American Loggers Council is a coa-
lition of 30 state logging associations from 
throughout the United States. I can personally 
attest to the effectiveness of the American 
Loggers Council, Mike and his predecessors 
at bringing to Congress’s attention the issues, 
concerns and challenges facing their industry 
and the health of our forests and rural forested 
communities. 

Madam Speaker, Mike Wiedeman also has 
a long and distinguished record of service to 
his state association, the Associated Oregon 
Loggers. He was recognized as the associa-
tion’s Logger of the Year in 1990. He served 
as the association’s president from 1997–1998 
and was one of the founding board members 
of the association’s Friends of Paul Bunyan 
Foundation, a philanthropic organization that 
has contributed hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars to education and public service organiza-
tions. He was one of the first organizers and 
leaders of the Log A Load For Kids program 
to raise funds for Oregon hospitals that spe-
cialize in the treatment of children with special 
needs. And finally, Mike currently serves as 
the chairman of the association’s Wallowa 
County chapter. 

After beginning his career in the coastal 
town of Powers, Oregon, Mike has logged 
from northern California to Alaska and back to 
Oregon. While in Alaska he met his bride 
Sandy who was working in a logging camp. 
They have three children they adore and 
whom I have had the pleasure of meeting and 
are now experiencing the joy of being grand-
parents to two grandkids. 

For the past 32 years Mike has been a part-
ner and owner of BTO Logging, Inc. in Enter-
prise, Oregon. This small, rural community 
surrounded by federal forest lands, not unlike 
many in Oregon’s second congressional dis-
trict, is arguably one of the most beautiful 
places in my state, if not in the entire country. 
The timbered lands in the surrounding 
Wallowa-Whitman National Forest suffer from 
some of the worst forest health issues of any 
in the intermountain West. Consistent with his 
human nature in assessing a serious problem, 
Mike saw a highly productive opportunity to 
utilize the dead and dying overstocked forest 
stands to generate renewable energy. As a 
member and subsequent chairman of the En-
terprise School Board, Mike recently led the 
charge to build and install a woody biomass 
heating system at the local school. This sys-
tem now utilizes wood material removed from 
forest health projects on nearby forests. 

Madam Speaker, Mr. Wiedeman’s logging 
operation utilizes a system that allows logs to 
be removed by fully suspending them on up to 
nearly 4,000 feet of cable above the ground 
protecting the soil and remaining plant life. His 
method, which is considered one of the most 
dangerous in logging, allows him to treat for-
est stands in difficult terrain, often flying logs 
over deep and normally inaccessible canyons. 

Madam Speaker, on the eve of completing 
his term as president of the American Loggers 
Council, I would like our colleagues to join me 
in thanking Mike Wiedeman for his exemplary 
service to his community, the industry that he 
loves and the associations that represent it 
both here in the nation’s capital and in the 
state of Oregon. It’s my honor to call Mike a 
good friend, and to represent him in the U.S. 
Congress. Mike is a hard charging and dedi-
cated individual and the kind of guy you’re 
lucky to find as a neighbor. He has been 
quoted as saying, ‘‘My whole philosophy in life 
is you can’t get anywhere standing still.’’ And 
I can assure you, Madam Speaker, Mike is not 
standing still. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO DAN HAVERTY IN 
RECOGNITION OF HIS 27 YEARS 
OF FIRE SERVICE 

HON. DANIEL E. LUNGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 24, 2010 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recognize and 
honor Fire Chief Dan Haverty for his 27 years 
of service to our California communities. 

Chief Haverty began his career with the 
Meeks Bay Fire Protection District in Tahoma, 
CA. He entered the Fire Service 27 years ago 
after experiencing the unselfish acts of com-
passion given to his family by volunteer fire-
fighters following an airplane accident in 
Ketchikan, Alaska, which took the lives of his 
sister and her four children. 
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Haverty has served Sacramento County 

since 1987 when he joined the Sacramento 
Metropolitan Fire District (SMFD) as a fire-
fighter and ended his tenure in the position of 
Assistant Fire Chief. While serving as Assist-
ant Fire Chief at SMFD, he also served as 
Chief Assistant Deputy Director for the Train-
ing and Exercises Division within the Gov-
ernor’s Office of Homeland Security. Haverty 
joined the Folsom Fire Department in July 
2007 as its Fire Chief. 

Chief Haverty belongs to many professional 
and community organizations including: the 

International Association of Fire Chiefs, Amer-
ican Society for Public Administration Sac-
ramento Chapter, Golden State Donor Serv-
ices, Folsom Lake Rotary, and Holy Trinity 
Parish. 

In April 2005, Chief Haverty donated a por-
tion of his liver to former Sacramento Roman 
Catholic Bishop William Weigand. For his hu-
manitarian acts, Haverty was awarded the 
Venerable Cross ‘‘Pro Ecellesia et Pontifice’’ 
from His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI in 2005. 

Chief Haverty most recently participated as 
a member of the Team Donate Life support 

crew in the Race Across America. The Race 
Across America was a 3,005 mile-long bike 
ride across the United States. The purpose of 
Team Donate Life’s participation was to pro-
mote organ donation and transplantation. 

I am pleased to recognize and honor Chief 
Dan Haverty for his dedication to fire safety, 
his service to the City of Folsom, and his pro-
tection of the citizens of Sacramento County. 
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