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While the resolution proports to raise aware-

ness regarding the smuggling of Cypriot reli-
gious and cultural artifacts, it only addresses 
cases related to Northern Cyprus and ignores 
the fact that it is a problem on both sides of 
the island, and should be addressed by both 
sides in addition to the international commu-
nity. 

H. Res. 1631 overlooks the destruction of 
over 100 mosques, shrines, mausoleums and 
other valuable Ottoman and other cultural 
treasures in the 103 towns and villages which 
the Turkish Cypriots were forced to abandon 
in the southern part of the island. 

There is also no mention of the vast sums 
spent by Turkish Cypriots to restore 15 Ortho-
dox Churches over the last three years—each 
of which has been completed. 

In order to address this problem, Greek and 
Turkish Cypriot leaders established a Tech-
nical Committee on Cultural Heritage in May 
2008 in conjunction with talks to settle the Cy-
prus issue. This Committee was given an im-
portant mandate for the protection of the rich 
cultural heritage of the island. It aims at pre-
serving secular and religious cultural heritage 
monuments, which is an integral part of the 
ongoing process of improving relations be-
tween Turkish Cypriots and Greek Cypriots. 

Had Greek Cypriots accepted the UN peace 
plan in the simultaneous referenda in April 
2004, these issues would have been well on 
the way to being resolved, rather than dis-
cussed in third country legislatures. 

Despite the rejection of the so called Annan 
Plan in 2004, direct negotiations between the 
two leaders on the island have continued in 
pursuit of a comprehensive solution to the 
conflict. As the party that has supported the 
UN peace plan along with the international 
community in 2004, the Turkish Cypriots con-
tinue to demonstrate their commitment to a 
comprehensive settlement based on the polit-
ical equality of the two sides. Both sides need 
the support and encouragement of the United 
States and other members of the international 
community in order to bridge their differences 
and reach a mutually agreed upon settlement. 
The Congress should engage in activities that 
aim to bring the two sides together, not in-
flame passions. That is why I believe it was ill 
advised for the Congress to adopt this resolu-
tion. 
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Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, as we celebrate Hispanic 
Heritage Month, I rise to honor one of South 
Florida’s finest community leaders, Sergio 
Massa. 

Sergio was born in the historic Port of 
Callao, Peru and completed his studies at the 
Colegio Militar Leoncio Prado. At an early age, 
his family instilled in him the value and impor-
tance of service and activism, and it is one 
that he has carried with him throughout his 
life. He came to the United States when he 
was 18 years old and first lived in San Fran-
cisco. He later moved to New York and in 
1979 received a Bachelor of Science in Busi-
ness Administration & Accounting from the 

New York Institute of Technology. Sergio then 
began his community involvement as a board 
member of Club Peru New York, the oldest 
Peruvian organization in the United States. He 
later moved to Miami, became the president of 
Club Peru Miami, and established his own 
company, Business Authority Corporation, 
which provides accounting services and devel-
opment for small and midsized businesses. 

In 1994, Sergio established the Peruvian 
American Coalition (PAC), which has brought 
together Peruvians from across the country 
and serves as a venue for its members to en-
gage in politics and the legislative process, 
while promoting issues important to the Peru-
vian American community. Today, PAC has 
chapters in Los Angeles, Washington, DC, 
West Palm Beach, Atlanta, Utah, Idaho and 
New York City. 

For years, Sergio has also been involved in 
an issue critical to our nation and that is immi-
gration reform. Through the establishment of 
the Latin American Foundation, he has helped 
and guided countless immigrants as they tran-
sition and settle in the United States, enter the 
workforce and tackle language and cultural 
barriers. Sergio continues to advocate for 
comprehensive immigration reform, coordi-
nating with other community groups and elect-
ed officials at all levels of government and 
working for the passage of that legislation. 

Aside from the PAC and the Latin American 
Foundation, Sergio is the founder of the Peru-
vian American Political Organization USA 
(PAPO USA), the Peruvian American Coalition 
Foundation, the Tumi USA Award, the Latin 
American Voters League, Inc., the Convention 
of Peruvian Institutions in the USA, and 
AIPEUC-the Association of Peruvian Institu-
tions in the USA and Canada. 

Throughout his impressive career as a suc-
cessful businessman and a selfless leader in 
our community, he has counted on the uncon-
ditional support of his wife Flor and his chil-
dren, who have understood the value and im-
portance of his service and have joined him in 
putting the needs of their community first. Ser-
gio has earned the respect and admiration of 
many in our community and has been honored 
and recognized by local governments and or-
ganizations. Today I join all of them in thank-
ing my good friend Sergio Massa for his undy-
ing commitment to seeing the success of the 
Peruvian American community and all His-
panics in South Florida and across the United 
States. He values the principles of democracy 
and works each day to ensure that they are 
preserved for all to enjoy. 
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Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I stand be-
fore you today to recognize the late Loı̈s 
Mailou Jones, a renowned American artist and 
educator who died in 1993 at the age of 93. 
One of the longest living painters of the Har-
lem Renaissance, she influenced many 
emerging African-American artists during and 
since that historic period. 

Her work will be on exhibit at the National 
Museum of Women in the Arts, in Washington, 
D.C., October 9, 2010 to January 9, 2011. 

Loı̈s Mailou Jones (1905–1998) explored 
multiple themes and styles, poetically por-
traying African-American struggles in her work 
which included paintings, drawings and textile 
designs. For over fifty years, she consistently 
experimented with new techniques and in-
spired others to innovate. This led to many 
collaborations with her Harlem Renaissance 
contemporaries, from drawing illustrations for 
Langston Hughes to working alongside Carter 
G. Woodson, her significance during this pe-
riod has been acknowledged. 

As a long-time professor at Howard Univer-
sity, she shaped generations of students and 
upcoming artists. She enhanced their learning 
experience with painting tours outside of the 
classroom, convinced the exposure would help 
them become better artists. This included trav-
els as near as the local park to as far away 
as Paris and Africa. 

Born in Boston, MA, but traveling frequently 
throughout her career, her artwork consistently 
captured what was relevant in her life. After 
marrying Haitian artist Louis Vergniaud Pierre- 
Noel in 1953, Jones traveled and lived in Haiti 
and in those pieces one can see the influence 
of the Haitian culture, with its African influ-
ences and more colorful creations. 

Her race and gender contributed to a long 
and challenging path before receiving recogni-
tion for her work, but eventually the accolades 
came. President Jimmy Carter honored Jones 
for her outstanding achievements in the arts in 
1980, and in the last ten years of her life both 
President Bill Clinton and French President 
Jacques Chirac met the artist and collected 
her work. Loı̈s Mailou Jones continued to cre-
ate her vibrant paintings until her death in 
1998. 

A unique synthesis of African, Haitian, Pari-
sian, and American iconography, Jones’ work 
remains a remarkable contribution to the world 
of art. Her paintings grace the permanent col-
lections of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
National Museum of American Art, Hirshhorn 
Museum and Sculpture Garden, National Por-
trait Gallery, Boston Museum of Fine Arts, the 
National Palace in Haiti, the National Museum 
of Afro-American Artists and private collections 
around the world. 

At this time, I would like to also honor the 
current Trustees of the Loı̈s Mailou Jones 
Pierre Noel Trust: Robert W. Jones, Chris 
Chapman, MD, and Larry Frazier, Esq. 

Madam Speaker, we recognize this distin-
guished artist and offer recognition of her con-
tributions made to this genre. 

f 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE: THE LATE 
JASON EDWARD JUSTICE, JR. 
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, George S. Patton, Jr. said 
‘‘It is foolish and wrong to mourn the men who 
died. Rather we should thank God that such 
men lived.’’ For that reason, on September 29, 
2010 we did not mourn Jason Edward Justice 
Jr’s death; rather we celebrated his life. 

Jason was born on March 20, 1955, in Gal-
veston, Texas. He was inspired to study hard 
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