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politicians. We cannot let the perfect be the 
enemy of the good. 

NASA serves a vital role in our economy 
and education system. Therefore, please join 
me in voting Yes on S. 3729. 

Mr. HALL of Texas. I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
GORDON) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 3729. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. GIFFORDS. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
SENATE AMENDMENTS TO H.R. 
3081, CONTINUING APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2011 

Mr. PERLMUTTER, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 111–655) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 1682) providing for 
consideration of the Senate amend-
ments to the bill (H.R. 3081) making ap-
propriations for the Department of 
State, foreign operations, and related 
programs for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2010, and for other pur-
poses, which was referred to the House 
Calendar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

DELAYING MINIMUM WAGE IN-
CREASE IN AMERICAN SAMOA 
AND NORTHERN MARIANA IS-
LANDS 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the 
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ments to the bill (H.R. 3940) to author-
ize the Secretary of the Interior to ex-
tend grants and other assistance to fa-
cilitate a political status public edu-
cation program for the people of Guam. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the Senate amendments 

is as follows: 
Senate amendments: 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING 

POLITICAL STATUS EDUCATION IN 
GUAM. 

It is the sense of Congress that the Secretary 
of the Interior may provide technical assistance 
to the Government of Guam under section 601(a) 
of the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to authorize appro-
priations for certain insular areas of the United 
States, and for other purposes’’, approved De-
cember 24, 1980 (48 U.S.C. 1469d(a)), for public 
education regarding political status options only 
if the political status options are consistent with 
the Constitution of the United States. 
SEC. 2. MINIMUM WAGE IN AMERICAN SAMOA AND 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE 
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS. 

(a) DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE.—Section 
8103(b) of the Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2007 

(29 U.S.C. 206 note) (as amended by section 520 
of division D of Public Law 111–117) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in paragraph (1)(B), by inserting ‘‘(except 
2011 when there shall be no increase)’’ after 
‘‘thereafter’’ the second place it appears; and 

(2) in paragraph (2)(C), by striking ‘‘except 
that, beginning in 2010’’ and inserting ‘‘except 
that there shall be no such increase in 2010 or 
2011 and, beginning in 2012’’. 

(b) GAO REPORT.—Section 8104 of such Act 
(as amended) is amended— 

(1) by striking subsections (a) and (b) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(a) REPORT.—The Government Account-
ability Office shall assess the impact of min-
imum wage increases that have occurred pursu-
ant to section 8103, and not later than Sep-
tember 1, 2011, shall transmit to Congress a re-
port of its findings. The Government Account-
ability Office shall submit subsequent reports 
not later than April 1, 2013, and every 2 years 
thereafter until the minimum wage in the re-
spective territory meets the federal minimum 
wage.’’; and 

(2) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-
section (b). 

Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘An Act to 
clarify the availability of existing funds for 
political status education in the Territory of 
Guam, and for other purposes.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER) and 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
HASTINGS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 

Mr. Speaker, I request 5 legislative 
days during which Members may revise 
and extend and insert extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 3940 into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, today I rise in support 
of the Senate amendment to H.R. 3940. 
This amendment addresses two issues: 
The political status and education in 
Guam; and adjustment of the minimum 
wage schedules for two other Pacific 
territories, American Samoa and the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands. 

Current law requires the minimum 
wage to increase in both of these terri-
tories by 50 cents per year until they 
reach the mainland’s Federal minimum 
wage. Current law also requires the 
GAO to submit annual reports to the 
Congress on economic conditions for 
the minimum wage in both of these 
territories. These GAO reports are in-
tended to give Congress information so 
that, if necessary, Congress can adjust 
the minimum wage schedules in these 
territories. The adjustments proposed 
in this bill are as a result of the GAO’s 
latest report. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, as we wind down this 
session of this Congress, it is probably 

fitting that this bill is in front of us, 
because the bill before us today is in-
tended to provide economic relief to 
the Territories of American Samoa and 
the Northern Marianas. Specifically, 
these territories, which are each home 
to approximately 70,000 people, are ap-
pealing to us, to Congress, to forestall 
congressionally mandated increases in 
the minimum wage in their territories. 

It was the Speaker Pelosi-led Con-
gress in 2007 that imposed this job-kill-
ing policy. The impacts in these terri-
tories have been very real and very se-
vere, especially in American Samoa, 
which has seen one of its two primary 
employers, tuna packing plants, shut 
down after the minimum wage policy 
went into effect. 

b 2150 

The next increase in the minimum 
wage in these territories is slated to 
take effect at the end of this month, 
Mr. Speaker. That’s tomorrow, Thurs-
day, September 30. So there is indeed 
an urgent need to act right now. 

While I agree with the need to spare 
these territories from the economic 
havoc that this Democrat Congress has 
inflicted on them, there are other laws 
that this Democrat Congress has im-
posed over the objections, and against 
the will, of the American people. The 
most obvious one has been talked 
about for nearly a year—and that, of 
course, is the Big Government health 
care takeover that is threatening, 
among others, small businesses. It has 
also caused some seniors to lose their 
Medicare coverage and we are seeing 
costs in health care insurance pre-
miums that are rising higher and high-
er. And the 2001 and 2003 tax relief that 
is slated to expire at the end of this 
year, of course, has not been addressed. 
Thousands of small businesses will be 
hit with this massive tax increase. In 
fact, rates will rise on all individual 
taxpayers. The child tax credit will be 
cut in half. The marriage penalty re-
turn and the death tax would revert 
back to its high rate. And yet, Mr. 
Speaker, this Congress has voted to ad-
journ and leave town without address-
ing these tax increases. This uncer-
tainty we have seen across the country 
inflicts a terrible toll on our economy. 

However, always a silver lining, Mr. 
Speaker. With this bill, the Democrat 
Congress admits that they were wrong, 
that the policies they imposed are cost-
ing real people their jobs. I’m glad that 
they admit here tonight what they 
have done. But I should say this as, 
again, we’re winding down, Mr. Speak-
er. Relief shouldn’t just come for 
American Samoa. Americans across 
the 50 States are losing jobs and hurt-
ing because of the actions of this Dem-
ocrat Congress. They, too, Mr. Speak-
er, need relief. 

With that, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
At this time I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from Guam (Ms. 
BORDALLO). 
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