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[From FoxNews.com]

AMERICA’S THIRD WAR: NATIONAL GUARD’S
NEW MISSION
(By Casey Stegall)

There are many theories on how to effec-
tively secure the nearly 2,000-mile-long bor-
der the United States shares with Mexico.

Some believe building a fence to separate
us from our southern neighbor is the best
route while others think adding additional
surveillance equipment and Border Patrol
checkpoints will help decrease the number of
illegal immigrants and drugs entering Amer-
ica.

One thing virtually everyone close to the
border security issue can agree on: America
seems to be waging a third war with the
Mexican cartels that will stop at nothing to
smuggle humans and drugs into our home-
land and the national security threat it
poses.

One of the more popular ideas on how to
secure the region is through the deployment
of troops and creation of a strong military
presence along the border. In May, President
Obama gave the green light for up to 1,200
National Guard troops to be assigned to the
four southwest border states. In late Sep-
tember, armed troops started trickling in
and working alongside U.S. Border Patrol
agents, but the ramp up period is a gradual
process since it takes a great deal of time to
train the soldiers for their new mission.

According to the National Guard Bureau,
nearly 1,200 troops are at work on border
issues as of Monday: 263 in California, 561 in
Arizona, 80 in New Mexico, 284 in Texas and
10 others assigned to border issues at the Na-
tional Guard Bureau in Virginia. The deploy-
ment is expected to last one year although
no official end date has been made public.

Sheriff Paul Babeu, Pinal County Arizona:
I'm telling you, as a sheriff, where we’re the
number one passer county here in Arizona,
that it’s not secure. That the violence and
the concerns we have, are more than just a
public safety matter. 520 soldiers are not
going to stop it. We have said we need 3000
armed soldiers just here in Arizona.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

HEROES AMONG US RETURN WITH
HONOR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it
was dusk when he left Thailand and en-
tered Laotian airspace. Soon he was
flying into North Vietnam as darkness
came over the horizon. It was his 25th
mission into North Vietnam flying an
F-4 Phantom jet.

The date was April 16, 1966. The pilot
was Sam Johnson, United States Air
Force colonel, and he was doing his
second tour of duty in Vietnam. He was
flying with the fighter squadron called
Satan’s Angels. He was a career pilot
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who had already flown 62 combat mis-
sions during the Korean War flying an
F-86 Sabre jet. Colonel Johnson also
flew with the famed Air Force Thun-
derbirds.

This is a photograph of Colonel Sam
Johnson, United States Air Force.

But this day of April 16th, 1966, Colo-
nel Johnson was shot down by ground
fire from the North Vietnamese. He
was captured, he was put in a prisoner
of war camp, and, Mr. Speaker, he was
in that POW camp for 7 years.

Because of the way that he would not
give in to the torture and to the inter-
rogation, they moved him to the fa-
mous ‘‘Hanoi Hilton” and a place
called ‘‘Alcatraz.” Alcatraz was where
11 POWs were put because they were
the most obstinate POWs, leaders of
the other POWs. They were hard-nosed
and they had to be segregated, and
they called themselves the ‘‘Alcatraz
gang.” They were defiant, and the
North Vietnamese called this man
right here ‘‘Die Hard.” They tortured
him, but they got no information from
him.

During those 7 years he was beaten
and tortured, but he never broke down.
So then they put him in solitary con-
finement for 4 years in a cell 3-feet-
wide by 9 feet, and he was there for 4
years. During that 4 years, all that was
in that cell was a lightbulb that they
kept on 24 hours a day. During the
nighttime, they put him into leg irons,
and during that 4 years, he never saw
or talked to another American.

While in the POW camp, he and the
other POWs communicated with each
other with a code by tapping on the
wall, and during that time he memo-
rized the names of 374 other POWs. He
kept that memory going so that when
he got away or was released or escaped,
he would be able to tell their loved
ones who they were and where they
were.

The torture continued every day. One
example was this: One morning the
North Vietnamese took him out of his
cell and lined him up to shoot him.
They told him they were going to kill
him in a firing squad. They lined him
up. Armed with AK-47s, they pulled the
trigger, but there was no ammunition
in those AK-47s. They laughed and
made fun of Colonel Sam, and all he
said was, ‘“‘Is that the best you can
do?”

For food he ate weeds, pig fat and
rice. He went down from 200 pounds to
120 pounds. And after 7 years of con-
finement, he was finally released with
other POWs. He suffered torture and
broken bones during that time that he
still suffers from today.

He continued to serve in the United
States Air Force for 29 total years.
While he was in that POW camp, his
wife back home in Texas, Shirley, had
known that he was shot down, but she
didn’t know for 2 years where Sam was,
whether he was alive, dead, or missing
in action. They have now been married
for 60 years.

After he left the United States Air
Force, he served in the statehouse in
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Texas, had his own business, and then
in 1991 he came and served with dis-
tinction here in the United States Con-
gress.

Today, Colonel Sam celebrates his
80th birthday. Down the street, he and
a lot of friends, Members of Congress
from both sides of the aisle and family,
are honoring him on his birthday.

You know, Sam returned home to the
United States after his torture and
confinement in the POW camps. You
notice right here, this patch, Mr.
Speaker? You see what this patch says,
which is from the 31st Fighter Wing? It
says ‘“‘Return With Honor.”

Sam Johnson returned to America
with honor. He is a special breed. He is
the American breed. Where does Amer-
ica find such men as Sam Johnson? He
is one of those. And he is that special
warrior during even the time he was a
captive warrior that never forsook his
duty and never forsook his honor.

So, Colonel Sam, we thank you for
your service to the United States of
America during war and during peace-
time. Thank you for serving this great
country. You are truly a hero among
us.

Here are the commendations that
Colonel Sam Johnson received while
serving in the United States Air Force:

COMMENDATIONS

2 Silver Stars

2 Legions of Merit

Distinguished Flying Cross

Bronze Star w/Combat *“V’’ (Valor)

2 Purple Hearts

4 Air Medals

POW Medal

3 USAF Outstanding Unit Citations

And that’s just the way it is.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

SAYING ENOUGH IS ENOUGH RE-
GARDING TSA AIRPORT SCREEN-
ING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise this
evening to announce that I introduced
some legislation today dealing with the
calamity that we have found at our air-
ports with TSA. Something has to be
done. Everybody is fed up. The people
are fed up, the pilots are fed up, I am
fed up.
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