E1960

for Excellence in the Arts to area high school
students, and educating its membership and
the public about addressing the needs of vet-
erans. It is an inspiration that so many con-
tinue to answer the call to serve after the bat-
tle is done; there is no better advocate for vet-
erans in need than those who understand the
challenges they face.

The founding principal of Vietham Veterans
of America is: “Never again, will one genera-
tion of Veterans abandon another”. But in
many cases, Vietnam veterans were aban-
doned by entire segments of the country. The
government often failed to provide necessary
services, and, tragically, some of the American
public wrongly turned their opposition to the
war into disrespect for our brave men and
women who served in uniform. Instead of re-
ceiving the honor due all American service
members, many received scorn. VVA works
tirelessly to right these wrongs.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in thanking VVA Chapter 227 and all VVA
chapters for their service to their community
and our nation. Their service is a living re-
minder of the sacrifices our service men and
women make from generation to generation. |
also ask my colleagues to join me in express-
ing the gratitude and respect of our nation to
those Vietnam-era veterans who served so
bravely. | pledge that | will continue working to
protect and improve the services and benefits
so richly deserved by American servicemem-
bers of all generations.

——————

CELEBRATING THE 100 YEARS OF
SERVICE OF THE WOMEN’'S IM-
PROVEMENT CLUB OF ROSE-
VILLE

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 2010

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the Women’s Improvement
Club of Roseville. Since its foundation in 1910,
the Club has been a community service orga-
nization benefiting the City of Roseville and
surrounding areas. The clubs numerous con-
tributions to our community have included the
founding of the city’s first library, developing
Woodbridge Park, contributing annually to the
restoration of the El Dorado and Tahoe Na-
tional Forests, spearheading several edu-
cational and arts programs and providing in-
valuable support to area veterans and service
members. Furthermore, the Club’s members
contribute invaluable time and resources to
community events, as well as to local and
international charities.

Madam Speaker, it is without doubt that our
community is a better place today as a result
of the constant dedication of the Women’s Im-
provement Club of Roseville. | am proud to
recognize and thank the Club for a century of
service.
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IN RECOGNITION OF ST.
CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 2010

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of the faculty, staff, par-
ents and students of St. Christopher School
for winning the 2010 Blue Ribbon School of
Excellence Award.

Blue Ribbon Schools is a Department of
Education program that honors schools whose
students have attained an extraordinarily high
level of achievement or who regularly over-
come socioeconomic barriers to academic
success. Schools are judged according to
strict criteria based on test scores and student
demographics. Winners generally maintain a
school culture of community involvement, high
expectations for student achievement, an em-
phasis on teaching to the whole child and a
dedication to developing leadership skills. This
year, only 304 schools throughout America at-
tained this prestigious award. | am proud to
count St. Christopher School among them.

St. Christopher School is a Catholic School
in Rocky River, Ohio that strives to develop its
students spiritually, intellectually, and emotion-
ally. Students are taught to become healthy,
loving, well-rounded leaders with a lifelong
dedication to learning and to living out Chris-
tian values.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in congratulating those who have worked
hard to make St. Christopher School a nur-
turing and academically rigorous institution.

————

A TRIBUTE TO MRS. CONNIE
SHAFFERY

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 2010

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Mrs. Connie Shaffery, who has dedi-
cated herself to the United States and the
Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Connie has proven herself to be an excep-
tional communicator and representative for the
United States Army and Fort Knox. Connie will
retire after 28 years of devoted service.

Connie graduated from Pennsylvania State
University with a BA in Communication and
continued her education, graduating from the
Defense Information School’s Public Affairs
Officers’ Course.

Connie began working in Army Public Af-
fairs at the Philadelphia Recruiting Battalion in
1987. She moved to the Baltimore Recruiting
Battalion in 1990 to accept a position as their
chief of advertising and public affairs. Because
of her proven skills and leadership, Connie
was promoted in 1993 to a position with the
Military District of Washington as their commu-
nity relations officer.

A move to Fort Knox, Ky., led to a position
as the chief of advertising and public affairs
for the 3rd Recruiting Brigade, overseeing ac-
tivities in seven recruiting battalions through-
out the north central states. In 2003, she was
promoted to be the Army Armor Center and
Fort Knox public affairs officer, a position she
held for over seven years.

November 18, 2010

This year, she was temporarily promoted to
be the public affairs officer for Army Acces-
sions Command where she was responsible
for managing the commanding general’s public
affairs activities throughout the command and
within the local Fort Knox region.

| ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
Connie Shaffery for her commitment to the
U.S. Army, U.S. Army Recruiting Command,
our nation and the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky.

———

CONGRATULATING REVEREND
FAUSTO STAMPIGLIA

HON. VERN BUCHANAN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 2010

Mr. BUCHANAN. Madam Speaker, | want to
take this opportunity today to congratulate
Reverend Fausto Stampiglia of St. Martha’s
Church in Sarasota, Florida, for receiving the
Holy Cross Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice award
from the Roman Catholic Church for his out-
standing service to the Church.

Translated, the award means for “Church
and Pope.” It is the highest honor a priest can
receive from the Pope.

Father Stampiglia was presented the award
by Bishop Frank J. Dewane, on behalf of
Pope Benedict XVI, who noted his service and
dedication to the people of St. Martha’s Parish
and to the Diocese of Venice.

Father Stampiglia was installed as pastor of
St. Martha’s in 1991 and is the head priest of
St. Martha Catholic School. He celebrates
masses in Vietnamese and the Tridentine Rite
and has been a strong supporter of several
charitable programs in the Sarasota area.

For the Diocese of Venice, he is currently
Dean of the Northern Deanery, Director of the
Permanent Diaconate Office and Board, and
serves on the College of Consultors, Peer Re-
view Committee and School Board, as well as
an ex-officio member of the Presbyteral Coun-
cil.

On behalf of the many individuals and fami-
lies he has faithfully served within Florida’s
13th District, | thank Father Stampiglia for his
service to his church and community.

It is with great pleasure that | acknowledge
he has rightfully received this prestigious
award.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 2010

Mr. BRALEY of lowa. Madam Speaker, |
missed votes on Wednesday, November 17,
2010 visiting a constituent at the National
Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, MD. If |
were present, | would have voted:

“Yea” on rollcall 572, On Agreeing to the
Resolution, H. Res. 332—Providing for the
House to adjourn for the Thanksgiving District
Work Period.
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