November 18, 2010

When | was first elected to Congress in
1980, diagnosis of Alzheimers was about
three million cases, and the National Institutes
of Health (NIH) invested only $13 million in
Alzheimer’s research. This year, NIH will in-
vest $469 million in baseline funding for Alz-
heimer's research. While we have made
progress in federal support, we know that
much more needs to be done to conquer this
terrible disease.

In 1999, | joined Congressman MARKEY in
founding the Congressional Task Force on
Alzheimer's to help increase congressional
awareness and legislative efforts relative to
Alzheimer's. The Task Force which now in-
cludes 158 Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives, hosts briefings and forums for
Members of Congress and their staffs and
works closely with the Alzheimer's Foundation
of America and the Alzheimer's Association,
which has a New Jersey affiliate.

We are working here in the House and with
our colleagues in the Senate to pass this year
The National Alzheimer's Project Act ( or
NAPA), legislation designed to better coordi-
nate research and clinical programs dealing
with Alzheimer's disease all across the federal
bureaucratic spectrum. NAPA currently has
109 cosponsors.

As | mentioned earlier, by 2050, nearly 16
million Americans will have Alzheimer’s, yet
there is no national plan to deal with this
looming crisis. The National Alzheimer's
Project Act (NAPA), which has been modified
since its introduction in February of this year,
establishes in the Office of the Secretary of
HHS a National Alzheimer’s Project. It also will
establish an inter-agency advisory council to
advise the Secretary of HHS and address the
government’s efforts on Alzheimer’s research,
care, institutional services, and home- and
community-based programs.

The Alzheimer's Project will create and
maintain an integrated national plan to over-
come Alzheimer’s; accelerate the development
of treatments that would prevent, halt, or re-
verse the course of Alzheimer’s; help to co-
ordinate the health care and treatment of citi-
zens with Alzheimer’s; ensure that ethnic and
racial populations—who are at higher risk for
Alzheimer's and least likely to receive care—
are included in clinical, research, and service
efforts; coordinate with international bodies to
integrate and inform the fight against Alz-
heimer’s globally; and provide information and
coordination of Alzheimer’s research and serv-
ices across all Federal agencies.

| would like to commend the Alzheimer's
Foundation and the Alzheimer's Association
for their work and support to advance this leg-
islation. As you know, such strong advocacy
often makes the difference in pushing legisla-
tion over the finish line. While 1 am extremely
disappointed that the Senate HELP Committee
cancelled their mark-up yesterday that was to
include NAPA, we will work with them to try to
ensure that it is marked-up and passed this
year.

In addition to introducing and fighting to
pass NAPA, Rep. MARKEY and | have intro-
duced two other major bills focusing on Alz-
heimer’s:

On July 29, 2010, we introduced the HOPE
for Alzheimer's: Health Outcomes, Planning
and Education Act (H.R. 5926). The bill would
provide for Medicare coverage of comprehen-
sive Alzheimer's disease and other dementia
diagnoses and services in order to improve
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care and outcomes for Americans living with
the disease. The HOPE Act aims to increase
detection and diagnosis of Alzheimer's dis-
ease and other dementias and provide ac-
cess, information and support for newly diag-
nosed patients and their families.

The Alzheimer's Breakthrough Act (H.R.
3286 which was introduced in July 2009 and
has 136 cosponsors, authorizes the necessary
resources to restore momentum in the pursuit
of better diagnosis, prevention and treatment.
Advances and progress in the various areas of
Alzheimer research have the potential to save
millions of lives and save hundreds of billions
of dollars.

Also, earlier this year we sent a letter, along
with House and Senate colleagues, to Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services (DHHS)
Secretary Sebelius to have Alzheimer's and
other dementias included in the Healthy Peo-
ple 2020 initiative. The Healthy People initia-
tive provides 10-year national objectives for
promoting health and preventing disease.

| am gratified to work alongside Congress-
man MARKEY and the other members of the bi-
partisan Congressional Task Force on Alz-
heimer's Disease to address this oncoming
public health tsunami—and hopefully to see
prevention and a cure before it totally over-
whelms our nation’s health care resources.

—————

TRIBUTE TO CHARLES F. “DUSTY”’
RHODES

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 2010

Mr. CLYBURN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to a South Carolinian, who
has dedicated his life to motivating young men
through baseball. Charles F. “Dusty” Rhodes
is the founder of the South Carolina Storm
travel baseball team in Charleston, and he has
changed the lives of numerous young men
through the program.

In 2002, Dusty Rhodes saw a need to help
boys in the Charleston area pursue a college
education through baseball. He began the
Charleston Storm travel baseball program with
the founding principles of “attitude, academics,
and baseball.” Attitude was stressed by teach-
ing players how to play baseball with respect
for themselves, coaches, fellow and opposing
players, umpires, and the game itself. Aca-
demics were stressed because many more
scholarships are available to those who excel
in academics than those who excel in base-
ball. The players had their grades checked,
and the message was instilled that baseball
would only last a few years, but a quality edu-
cation would serve a young person for the rest
of his life. The fundamentals of baseball were
taught by coaches who had the ability to teach
young men the correct way to play the game,
in addition to upholding the attitude and aca-
demic goals.

Playing on a travel baseball team did have
its financial cost. However, the boys were
never denied the opportunity to play due to
family financial hardship. Often Dusty and his
wife, Kelly, supported the players out of their
own pockets.

In the eight years since its inception, the
team has evolved into the South Carolina
Storm. Several hundred young men have
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been part of the program, and more than 65
of them have been afforded an opportunity to
attend college and play baseball. One former
player, Drew Miller provided the following testi-
mony regarding his mentor, “coach, leader,
genuine, role model, giving, caring, friend and
now cancer are all words that come to mind
when the name Dusty Rhodes is brought up.”
Madam Speaker, | ask you and our col-
leagues to join me in honoring the tremendous
contributions of this remarkable community
leader. Dusty Rhodes’ commitment to helping
young men through baseball grows from his
Christian faith, his love of young people, and
his love of the game of baseball. Now he
faces personal health challenges, but his re-
markable legacy is etched in his devotion to
making the lives of young people better.

———

INTRODUCING THE TARGETED TAX
LIEN ACT OF 2010

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 2010

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to introduce the Targeted Tax Lien
Act of 2010. While a notice of a federal tax
lien can be an effective tax collection tool, the
automatic filing process currently utilized by
the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) too often
allows for erroneous and unnecessary filings.
A public filing of a notice of federal tax lien
often does little to increase the likelihood of
collecting the tax liability, yet can impact a tax-
payer’s credit and ability to obtain financing,
find or retain a job, secure affordable housing
or insurance and ultimately, the taxpayers
ability to pay the balance. This legislation will
provide the IRS with the means to ensure that
a notice of a federal tax lien is filed only when
it would be in the best interest of both the IRS
and taxpayer.

The Targeted Tax Lien Act of 2010 ends the
IRS’s current one-size-fits-all lien filing policies
that, in the IRS Taxpayer Advocate’s own
words, “circumvent the spirit of the law, fail to
promote future tax compliance, and unneces-
sarily harm taxpayers.” The bill requires an
IRS supervisor to review and make an affirma-
tive, specific finding on a case-by-case basis
that a lien is warranted and not disproportion-
ately harmful to the taxpayer. The bill provides
a list of factors to consider, such as the
amount due, the value of the property, a tax-
payer's compliance history, and extenuating
circumstances.

Furthermore, the IRS’s ability to collect tax
liabilities will not diminish under these new
policies. A recent IRS National Taxpayer Ad-
vocate study suggests that in most instances
where the source of payment of a tax debt to
the IRS is specified, more than 95 percent of
all payments and more than 80 percent of all
revenue collected did not result from a notice
of lien filing and would have been collected
even without the filing. Additionally, a separate
analysis performed by the Advocate shows
that only about five percent of all payment
transactions and approximately twenty percent
of the total dollars collected from these tax-
payers are attributable to federal tax liens.
These results suggest that the IRS’s current
use of liens may not be furthering revenue col-
lection despite the impact liens have on tax-
payers and their credit.
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