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and Miriam Klein JCC has always welcomed
me with open arms. | ask that my colleagues
join me in wishing a heartfelt Mazel Tov to the
Raymond and Miriam Klein JCC Board of Di-
rectors both past and present, supporters, cli-
ents and friends on an impressive 35 year his-
tory and for continued success in a new cen-
tury.
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Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the remarkable public service career
of Dianne Church. After forty-two years with
the Federal Government, Dianne is retiring
from her position as an Economic Develop-
ment Administration, EDA, regional represent-
ative. Over the course of the past eighteen
years, Dianne has played an instrumental role
in helping the communities of the Monterey
Bay Area recover from earthquake, flood, re-
cession, and the largest military base closure
in U.S. history. During that time, | have had
the great fortune of working with Dianne and
developing a wonderful working friendship with
her. So it is with particular pleasure that | join
my colleagues on the floor of the House today
to recognize Dianne’s work to make my con-
stituents’ corner of the world a better place.

Dianne was born on April 22, 1944, in Win-
ston-Salem, North Carolina, to Francis and
Violet Church. She attended local public
schools, discovered a love for music through
her church choir, and spent summers with her
family at the beach on the North Carolina’s
Outer Banks. She later attended the George
Washington University in Washington, D.C.,

While in Washington, D.C. she began a ten
year career on Capitol Hill, working for a num-
ber of distinguished lawmakers, including:
Rep. FLOYD Hicks (WA), Sen. MIKE GRAVEL
(AK), Rep. DON YOUNG (AK), Rep. JOHN CON-
YERS (MI), and the Senate Labor Committee.
She helped staff Senator Gravel when he read
the Pentagon Papers on television and met
Daniel Ellsberg.

In 1977, Dianne left Capitol Hill to go to
work in the EDA Congressional Liaison office.
In 1980, she took a job as a public works
project officer in EDA’s Seattle Regional Of-
fice. Dianne quickly gained a reputation for
volunteering for projects in the most remote
and out of the way places, especially in Alas-
ka. During those early years in Seattle, Dianne
completed her B.A. degree at Western Wash-
ington University and later an MPA degree at
Seattle University, taking classes at night
while working full time for EDA. While working
in Seattle, she met Steve Johnston, a fellow
EDA employee. Dianne and Steve married in
1987.

In 1997, she began the best job of her ca-
reer as EDA’s economic development rep-
resentative for California’s Central Coast. She
initially represented fourteen Central California
counties, including the Monterey, Santa Cruz,
and San Benito Counties that form the core of
my district. She had already been working on
the redevelopment of Fort Ord following its
1994 closure. In all, Dianne helped steer over
$95 million towards infrastructure and other
key redevelopment needs, including over $60
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million for the creation of a new California
State University in the heart of Fort Ord.

Madam Speaker, | know | speak for the
whole House in honoring Dianne Church for
her years of visionary public service. At a time
when it is fashionable to cast doubt on the
federal role in economic development,
Dianne’s legacy of roads, buildings, revitalized
downtowns, a whole new university, and all
the jobs to build and fill them, bears witness
to the vital role that our collective investment
in civilization can play.

————————
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ACHIEVEMENTS OF TENNESSEE
STATE REPRESENTATIVE ULYS-
SES JONES, JR.

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 2010

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Ulysses Jones, Jr. A public servant
throughout his career, Mr. Jones worked as a
paramedic with the Memphis Fire Department
for 37 years, where he rose to the rank of bat-
talion chief. Ulysses continued to serve by be-
coming Tennessee’s 98th District State Rep-
resentative representing the North Memphis
community for 23 years. He was born in Mem-
phis, Tennessee on June 7, 1951 to the late
Ulysses Jones, Sr. and Marjorie Nicholas
Jones. Ulysses Jones, Jr. graduated from
North Side High School and went on to attend
the University of Memphis and Tennessee
State University.

Ulysses Jones, Jr. was oftentimes faced
with challenging moments during his tenure as
a paramedic. On August 16, 1977, Ulysses
and a colleague were called to Graceland to
revive Elvis Presley, but to no avail. Ulysses
later noted that he identified with the leg-
endary entertainer who despite living in public
housing projects, worked hard to make a bet-
ter life for himself. Ulysses thought nothing of
putting his life on the line to save others and
he took that same attitude of public service to
the state legislature when he was elected to
the Tennessee House of Representatives.

Ulysses Jones, Jr. was first elected to the
Tennessee General Assembly in 1986. For
nearly a quarter of a century, he was a voice
for working men and women in Shelby Coun-
ty. He stood by his convictions on issues that
mattered most to him, including improving
schools, expanding college scholarships and
equal pay for all. Ulysses aspired to do the
right thing for all people regardless of race,
creed or political affiliation.

Mr. Jones was an effective lawmaker for
Tennessee. His vocal and active opposition to
the “Tiny Towns” bill led to one of his most
notable accomplishments in the Tennessee
legislature. This legislation, which initially
passed and was signed into state law, allowed
small communities, and in one contested bat-
tle, an apartment building, to incorporate to
avoid paying property taxes. Less than a year
after being signed into law, the Tennessee Su-
preme Court struck down the law citing con-
stitutional violations.

Ulysses worked hard on not just his legisla-
tive agenda but on other Members’ bills in-
cluding mine. He cosponsored the “Ten-
nessee Lottery for Education,” a bill |1 spon-
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sored and worked on for nearly 20 years. After
being signed into law, Ulysses took the reins
and served as the Co-Chair of the Joint Lot-
tery Oversight Committee and was a member
of the House Tennessee Education Lottery
Corporation.

While in the Tennessee House of Rep-
resentatives, Ulysses Jones served as the
Chair of the House Ethics Committee, Chair of
the House State and Local Government Com-
mittee and the 2nd Vice President of the Na-
tional Black Caucus of State Legislators. He
was a member of the House Education Com-
mittee, K—12 Subcommittee, Local Govern-
ment Subcommittee, Joint Select Education
Oversight Committee and the Tennessee
Commemorative Women’s Suffrage Commis-
sion. Ulysses also co-authored state Enter-
prise Zone legislation for Tennessee.

Mr. Jones was also actively involved in his
community. He served as Chairman of both
the Tennessee African-American Male Task
Force and the Governor's Minority Business
Development Advisory Committee. He sat on
the Board of Directors for the Fire Fighter In-
vestment Group and was the President of the
Pioneer Black Fire Fighters. Ulysses was a
member of the YMCA Black Achievers and
was a catalyst for the Development of the
North Memphis Inner City Community Devel-
opment Corporation.

Ulysses Jones, Jr. passed away on Novem-
ber 9, 2010 at the age of 59. Ulysses Jones,
Jr. is survived by his daughter Victoria and
son Ulysses lll. His commitment to helping
people throughout his life will be remembered
by the countless number of lives he touched.
His was a life well lived.

———
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Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor a kind-hearted and generous woman
who will forever be remembered by the com-
munity in my home state of Indiana. The snow
fell quietly on an early November morning as
a community gathered at First Presbyterian
Church to remember the first lady of east cen-
tral Indiana, Janice Ball Fisher. She was the
daughter of the distinguished Edmund B. and
Bertha Ball who founded Ball Corporation, and
whose generous donations significantly bene-
fited Ball State University and Ball Memorial
Hospital.

Janice was raised in Muncie and later grad-
uated from Mount Vernon College in Wash-
ington, D.C. In 1940 she married John Fisher
in Leland, Michigan, though they later moved
back to Janice’s hometown. The Fishers will
always be remembered for their leadership in
the community and their giving hearts. To-
gether, they donated millions of dollars to fur-
ther educational institutions around the state
such as Ball State University, DePauw Univer-
sity, and Indiana University.

Those who knew Janice will remember her
most for her dedication to faith and family. Her
greatest joy was to be surrounded by loved
ones, and she greatly enjoyed bringing her
children and grandchildren along on adven-
tures across the country and throughout the
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