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men and women who answer our Na-
tion’s call and do the bidding of our 
Commander in Chief. 

You can’t do the job as a Member of 
Congress for so many years unless you 
love it, and I do. It is a labor of love. 
And to paraphrase my fellow Missou-
rian, Harry Truman, I have done my 
damndest every single day. I will for-
ever be grateful for the trust Missou-
rians have placed in me through the 
years and for the opportunity to serve 
Missouri’s Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict, the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, and the United States of Amer-
ica. 

As I leave this House, these lines 
from Alfred Lord Tennyson’s poem 
‘‘Ulysses’’ express my feelings very 
well: 

Much I have seen and known; cities 
of men 

And manners, climates, councils, 
governments . . . 

And drunk delight of battle with my 
peers . . . 

Some work of noble note, may yet be 
done . . . 

Come, my friends, 
Tis not too late to seek a newer 

world. 
Mr. Speaker, thank you for this time. 

f 

HONORING CONGRESSMAN IKE 
SKELTON 

(Ms. PELOSI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
sing the praises of a great man, Chair-
man IKE SKELTON. We all heard his 
beautiful address to us, and in it he 
started where his heart is, with his 
family, expressing his love for his fam-
ily, his appreciation for his staff, his 
respect for his colleagues, his admira-
tion for our great country. 

I am so pleased that we have been 
joined by Senator CLAIRE MCCASKILL, 
coming over from the Senate side to 
make the respect for Mr. SKELTON bi-
cameral, and that we are joined by 
Congresswoman JO ANN EMERSON, 
making that support bipartisan, as 
well as being joined by so many Mem-
bers of the Missouri delegation, and 
that you, Mr. CARNAHAN, are in the 
chair for Mr. SKELTON’s presentation. I 
know we will be hearing from our dis-
tinguished majority leader Mr. HOYER, 
but I think it is important to note that 
EMANUEL CLEAVER of Missouri is here, 
LACY CLAY of Missouri is here, and 
other Members, Chairman MILLER, 
chairs, colleagues, new Members, sen-
ior Members—that is how Mr. SKELTON 
is regarded and respected in the Con-
gress of the United States. 

b 1750 
He made his speech the way he served 

in Congress, surrounded by friends, ad-
mired by all, on both sides of the aisle, 
on both sides of the Capitol. He began 
by talking about his family, and he 
ended by talking about our men and 
women in uniform, which are like sons 
and daughters to him. 

He has always taught us that, as 
President Kennedy said, We’ll pay any 
price, bear any burden. Mr. SKELTON 
said to us over and over again, as he 
did this evening, that protecting the 
American people is our first responsi-
bility. Our young men and women in 
uniform make us the home of the free 
and the land of the brave, and we can 
never forget that. They have no greater 
champion in the Congress than the 
chairman of the Armed Services Com-
mittee. 

I know I speak for every person in 
this Chamber when I say, Mr. SKELTON, 
thank you for your leadership for our 
country. It is an honor to call you col-
league. Thank you, Mr. SKELTON. 

f 

HONORING CONGRESSMAN IKE 
SKELTON 

(Mrs. EMERSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, I 
would be remiss if I didn’t try to tell a 
little bit more of the story that our be-
loved friend and colleague IKE SKELTON 
started. It kind of started all back 
about in 1980 for my family with IKE 
when my late husband, Bill, and he 
drove in to work every single day, and 
the stories that I learned both from 
Bill and IKE, because I used to then 
take IKE in after Bill, and every Thurs-
day now that we come in with prayer 
breakfast has been, for me, a remark-
able experience because of what I have 
learned from our colleague IKE SKEL-
TON, both from history and also an un-
derstanding of the great love that he 
has for our wonderful State of Mis-
souri. 

His commitment and his dedication 
have been extraordinary, and he has 
been, for me, not only a real hero but 
also someone whom I have tried very 
hard to learn from. You have set an ex-
ample, IKE, that is impossible for any-
body else to meet; but certainly you 
have been a role model for me and so 
many others before me, and I just want 
you to know how important you are 
not only to me, to how important you 
were to Bill, to Tori and Katharine and 
to Ron and Sam and the rest of the 
kids, IKE. But more importantly than 
that, you have been special for our 
country. 

You are what every Member of Con-
gress should want to be, and that is a 
man of great courage, a man of great 
fairness. You have shown me and oth-
ers how important it is for us to be 
civil to one another, how we should 
talk to one another, and I hope that 
the example that you have set will con-
tinue on in this great body. You will be 
sorely missed, and we really love you. 

f 

HONORING CONGRESSMAN IKE 
SKELTON 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, IKE SKEL-
TON is my brother. He and I are both 

Sigma Chi’s. There’s a lot of misin-
formation and misapprehension about 
fraternities and sororities. Sigma Chi 
was founded by seven individuals, one 
of whom was a gentleman named Jor-
dan, and the Jordan standard requires 
of those who pledge that fraternity to 
live by certain standards. Those stand-
ards are what we would expect of all of 
us and hope for all of us. 

I have been a member of that frater-
nity for over half a century. No Sigma 
Chi that I have met has been more 
faithful to meeting the standards of 
conduct and character and courage and 
fidelity to purpose than my brother IKE 
SKELTON. 

IKE SKELTON is the father of a Sigma 
Chi and the son of a Sigma Chi and the 
grandfather of a Sigma Chi. Is that cor-
rect, IKE? I think I have it in order. 
But IKE SKELTON has been a colleague 
in this Congress. IKE SKELTON, as Mrs. 
EMERSON said and as Speaker PELOSI 
said, and as others will say, is the quin-
tessential example of what the Amer-
ican public would hope all of us would 
be. He’s thoughtful, a great intellect, 
faithful, patriotic, and he teared, of 
course, as he mentioned the troops, the 
men and women who serve this country 
in uniform, the men and women who 
have had no greater advocate than IKE 
SKELTON of Missouri, the men and 
women of our Armed Forces who have 
had no greater advocate in terms of not 
only the quality of their lives, their 
housing, their health care, their bene-
fits, but also the assurance that they 
had the best technology that was avail-
able to make them not only as effec-
tive but, as importantly, as secure and 
safe as they could possibly be. 

IKE SKELTON is a good and decent 
man who has served his country ex-
traordinarily well. He quoted the Ten-
nyson poem, ‘‘Ulysses.’’ What a won-
derful poem. He didn’t quote the end of 
it, which is essentially that Ulysses, 
then old, Telemachus, the king, left to 
his son the duties of being king and 
brought his band of brothers together 
to go forth to strive, to seek, to find, 
and not to yield. 

There is no doubt in my mind, Mr. 
Speaker, that IKE SKELTON will con-
tinue to be an extraordinarily faithful 
citizen of this country, an unswerving 
supporter of those in uniform, of our 
Armed Forces, and of our national se-
curity, and one who will uphold the 
highest standards that this institution 
would hope all of its Members main-
tain, and he will continue to strive to 
seek to find and we know he will not 
yield. But in not yielding on principle, 
he will be faithfully courteous and re-
spectful of others, as he has been every 
day on this floor, in his committee, and 
in the hallways of our offices. 

His late wife was named Susan. My 
oldest daughter is named Susan. Susan 
Skelton, in the spring of 1981, came to 
Bowie, Maryland, and knocked on 
doors, and the doors opened and she 
said, I would like you to vote for STENY 
HOYER for Congress. I loved Susan. We 
lost Susan a few years ago. She was 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 03:05 Jun 10, 2011 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00076 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD10\RECFILES\H01DE0.REC H01DE0bj
ne

al
 o

n 
D

S
K

2T
W

X
8P

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-12T04:01:55-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




