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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

SERGEANT JASON T. SMITH 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, it is 
with a heavy heart that I rise today to 
honor the life and heroic service of 
SGT Jason T. Smith. Sergeant Smith, 
assigned to the 1st Explosive Ordnance 
Company, based in Iwakuni, Japan, 
died on November 19, 2010, from wounds 
he received while serving in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom in 
Helmand Province, Afghanistan. He 
was 28 years old. 

A native of Colorado Springs, CO, 
Sergeant Smith graduated from 
Doherty High School in 2000. Upon 
graduation, Sergeant Smith enlisted in 
the Marines and was quickly recog-
nized as a skilled and composed soldier. 
He served three tours of duty: two in 
Iraq and one in Afghanistan all with 
decoration. 

During his 10 years of service, Ser-
geant Smith distinguished himself 
through his courage, dedication to 
duty, and willingness to take on one of 
the most dangerous and skillful jobs in 
the Marines—defusing bombs. Fellow 
soldiers respected his intensity, and 
they relied heavily on his leadership. 
Sergeant Smith was also a gifted 
teacher, and Marines under his com-
mand cite his marksmanship instruc-
tion as a high-point in their career. 

Sergeant Smith worked on the front 
lines of battle, serving in the most dan-
gerous areas of Iraq and Afghanistan. 
He is remembered by those who knew 
him as a consummate professional with 
an unending commitment to excel-
lence. His family remembers him as a 
dedicated son, brother, and as a loving 
husband to his wife. In his free time, 
Sergeant Smith enjoyed fishing and 
playing basketball. 

Mark Twain once said, ‘‘The fear of 
death follows from the fear of life. A 
man who lives fully is prepared to die 
at any time.’’ Sergeant Smith’s service 
was in keeping with this sentiment—by 
selflessly putting country first, he 
lived life to the fullest. He lived with a 
sense of the highest honorable purpose. 

He braved the chaos of combat zones 
throughout Iraq and Afghanistan. And 
though his fate on the battlefield was 
uncertain, he pushed forward, pro-
tecting America’s citizens, her safety, 
and the freedoms we hold dear. For his 
service and the lives he touched, Ser-
geant Smith will forever be remem-
bered as one of our country’s bravest. 

To Sergeant Smith’s entire family—I 
cannot imagine the sorrow you must be 
feeling. I hope that, in time, the pain of 
your loss will be eased by your pride in 
Jason’s service and by your knowledge 
that his country will never forget him. 
We are humbled by his service and his 
sacrifice. 

f 

LIVABLE COMMUNITIES ACT 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I rise 
today to salute a number of organiza-
tions from my home State of Utah that 
have demonstrated vision as they plan 

for the needs of our future. Utah is one 
of the fastest growing States in the 
country. Our rapid population growth 
is attributed to both the area’s high 
birth rate and to in-migration. We have 
a strong economy and have continued 
to attract workers during the recent 
economic recession. Yet even as we 
grow, our transportation system has 
not buckled under the pressure of ex-
plosive development. Regional and 
community planners, as well as busi-
ness and political leaders have been 
looking forward to plan and meet the 
transportation infrastructure needs of 
our growing population. Our transit 
system of buses, vans, light rail and 
commuter rail is unparalleled and I am 
proud of the role I played in bringing 
TRAX and FrontRunner, our light rail 
and commuter rail services to the 
Wasatch Front. Last Thursday, Novem-
ber 25, 2010, marked 10 years that 
TRAX has been serving our commu-
nities. This expanding network has 
brought new possibilities to our resi-
dents and creates an economic rebirth 
in each community it touches. 

There are a number of lessons that 
other areas can learn from the success 
of Utah’s transit expansion. Planning 
for the needs of a changing population 
should be the standard, rather than the 
exception in every community. Re-
cently, Utah was again recognized for 
its innovative planning. Last month 
the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, HUD, announced a 
$5 million award to support the cre-
ation of more livable and sustainable 
communities along the Wasatch Front. 
This funding will support development 
of a regional housing plan through a 
new initiative intended to build eco-
nomic competitiveness by connecting 
housing with good jobs, quality schools 
and transportation. This grant is part 
of a new Federal Partnership for Sus-
tainable Communities, which brings 
EPA, HUD, USDA and DOT together to 
ensure that the agencies’ policies, pro-
grams, and funding consider affordable 
housing, transportation, and environ-
mental protection together. I support 
the efforts of this interagency collabo-
ration designed to get better results for 
American communities and to use tax-
payer money more efficiently. I salute 
the Utah organizations whose vision 
brought this important grant to our 
State. The Utah consortium behind the 
grant is made up of the following part-
ners—the Wasatch Front Regional 
Council, Mountainland Association of 
Governments, Envision Utah, the Utah 
Department of Transportation, UDOT, 
Utah Transit Authority, UTA, Salt 
Lake County, Salt Lake City, Univer-
sity of Utah’s Metropolitan Research 
Center and Bureau of Economic and 
Business Research, the Utah Chapter of 
the American Planning Association 
and other public and private sector 
partners. These visionaries joined to-
gether to apply for this grant through 
a nationwide competitive process to 
implement the growth strategies and 
vision in the region. 

Over the past decade, public, private, 
academic and community leaders in 
Utah developed quality growth strate-
gies for the Salt Lake metropolitan re-
gion. In 2010, they developed and adopt-
ed a regional vision, the Wasatch 
Choice for 2040, which is a blueprint for 
our region’s future. The sustainable 
communities grant Utah received will 
help make that blueprint a reality. 

My friend and colleague, Senator 
DODD of Connecticut has introduced 
legislation that would create more of 
these grants, and go a step further by 
creating an Office of Sustainable Hous-
ing and Communities. This office 
would oversee efforts to help local 
communities plan for and create better 
and more affordable places to live, 
work, and raise families. The legisla-
tion would incentivize communities to 
make regional plans like Utah’s 
Wasatch Choice for 2040 and would fund 
sustainable development projects. I be-
lieve that with effective policies to en-
courage sustainable development, our 
communities will cut traffic conges-
tion; reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and gasoline consumption; protect 
rural areas and green spaces; revitalize 
existing Main Streets and urban cen-
ters; and create more affordable hous-
ing. 

While I strongly support many of the 
ideas in this legislation, I have not 
added myself as a cosponsor, because of 
some concerns that have been raised. 
First and foremost, during this time of 
out of control spending, I feel it would 
be irresponsible of me to support the 
legislation without a plan to pay for 
the new spending it would create. It is 
my hope that some sort of a livable 
communities component will be in-
cluded in a much needed transpor-
tation authorization bill that Congress 
should consider next year. This discus-
sion of the future of the highway trust 
fund should also address the important 
of local planning efforts. I would also 
like to see a greater voice for small 
businesses and affected industries that 
would no doubt be greatly affected by 
the policies set in an effort to encour-
age sustainability. There are many im-
portant interests that need to be con-
sidered and included in the discussion. 

The partnership between the Utah 
Transit Authority and our local, re-
gional and State transportation plan-
ning organizations is a great example 
for many States. I feel confident that 
Utah will use the livable communities 
grant we are going to receive to con-
tinue to lead the nation in transpor-
tation and infrastructure planning. I 
urge my colleagues to give full consid-
eration and take the time to learn and 
debate the ideas proposed in my friend 
Senator DODD’s legislation, S. 1619, the 
Livable Communities Act. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages from the President of the 

United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his 
secretaries. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S8477 December 3, 2010 
EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:22 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House agreed to 
the following concurrent resolution, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 325. Concurrent resolution 
supporting the goals and ideals of National 
Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bill, 
without amendment: 

S. 2847. An act to regulate the volume of 
audio on commercials. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

The President pro tempore (Mr. 
INOUYE) reported that he had signed 
the following enrolled bill, which was 
previously signed by the Speaker of the 
House: 

H.R. 4783. This Act may be cited as ‘‘The 
Claims Resettlement Act of 2010’’. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following concurrent resolution 
was read, and referred as indicated: 

H. Con. Res. 325. Concurrent resolution 
supporting the goals and ideals of National 
Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 

S. 4006. A bill to provide for the use of un-
obligated discretionary stimulus dollars to 
address AIDS Drug Assistance Program 
waiting lists and other cost containment 
measures impacting State ADAP programs. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on today, December 3, 2010, she 
had presented to the President of the 
United States the following enrolled 
bills: 

S. 1338. An act to require the accreditation 
of English language training programs, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1421. An act to amend section 42 of title 
18, United States Code, to prohibit the im-
portation and shipment of certain species of 
carp. 

S. 3250. An act to provide for the training 
of Federal building personnel, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. HARKIN, from the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions, 
without amendment: 

S. 3984. A bill to amend and extend the Mu-
seum and Library Services Act, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive report of a 
nomination was submitted: 

By Mr. LEVIN for the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

Air Force nomination of Gen. Claude R. 
Kehler, to be General. 

(Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed.) 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. BURR (for himself and Mr. 
COBURN): 

S. 4006. A bill to provide for the use of un-
obligated discretionary stimulus dollars to 
address AIDS Drug Assistance Program 
waiting lists and other cost containment 
measures impacting State ADAP programs; 
read the first time. 

By Mr. AKAKA: 
S. 4007. A bill to amend the Humane Meth-

ods of Livestock Slaughter Act of 1958 to en-
sure the humane slaughter of nonambulatory 
livestock, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr. 
BROWN of Massachusetts): 

S. 4008. A bill to enhance United States 
diplomatic efforts with respect to Iran by 
imposing additional economic sanctions 
against Iran, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. BROWNBACK (for himself, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. 
LEAHY, Mr. KYL, Mr. CASEY, Mr. 
JOHANNS, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. 
LIEBERMAN): 

S. Res. 694. A resolution condemning the 
Government of Iran for its state-sponsored 
persecution of religious minorities in Iran 
and its continued violation of the Inter-
national Covenant on Human Rights; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 3390 

At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the 
name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3390, a bill to end the discrimina-
tion based on actual or perceived sex-
ual orientation or gender identity in 
public schools, and for other purposes. 

S. 3946 

At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the 
name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 

of S. 3946, a bill to repeal the expansion 
of information reporting requirements 
for payments of $600 or more to cor-
porations, and for other purposes. 

S. 3973 
At the request of Mr. VOINOVICH, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3973, a bill to amend the Energy 
Policy Act of 2005 to reauthorize and 
modify provisions relating to the diesel 
emissions reduction program. 

S. 3990 
At the request of Mr. BROWN of Mas-

sachusetts, the name of the Senator 
from Missouri (Mr. BOND) was added as 
a cosponsor of S. 3990, a bill to extend 
emergency unemployment benefits 
without adding to the Federal budget 
deficit, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 4727 
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. BINGAMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 4727 proposed to 
H.R. 4853, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the 
funding and expenditure authority of 
the Airport and Airway Trust Fund, to 
amend title 49, United States Code, to 
extend authorizations for the airport 
improvement program, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 694—CON-
DEMNING THE GOVERNMENT OF 
IRAN FOR ITS STATE-SPON-
SORED PERSECUTION OF RELI-
GIOUS MINORITIES IN IRAN AND 
ITS CONTINUED VIOLATION OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

Mr. BROWNBACK (for himself, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. 
LEAHY, Mr. KYL, Mr. CASEY, Mr. 
JOHANNS, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. 
LIEBERMAN) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 694 

Whereas Iran is a multicultural society 
comprised of Shia and Sunni Muslims, as 
well as Baha’is, Christians, Jews, 
Zoroastrians, Persians, Azeris, Gilakis and 
Mazandaranis, Kurds, Arabs, Lurs, Turkmen, 
Armenians, Balochis, Bakhtyaris, and oth-
ers, and many of these communities have co-
existed for thousands of years; 

Whereas the Baha’i community is the larg-
est non-Muslim religious minority in Iran, 
whose teachings emphasize 
multiculturalism, equality of men and 
women, interdependence, and humankind 
living in peace; 

Whereas vast numbers of Iranians recog-
nize the many contributions Baha’is have 
made to their society despite facing govern-
ment-sponsored persecution; 

Whereas, in 1982, 1984, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1996, 
2000, 2006, 2008, and 2009, Congress declared 
that it deplored the religious persecution by 
the Government of Iran of the Baha’i com-
munity and would hold the Government of 
Iran responsible for upholding the rights of 
all Iranian nationals, including members of 
the Baha’i faith; 
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