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Carmel mountain forests, forcing the evacu-
ation of over 17,000 residents. One of the 
worst forest fires in Israel’s history, this inferno 
claimed as many as 40 lives. 

The fire damaged about 5 million trees and 
12,000 acres. In a country where only 7 per-
cent of the land is forested, the loss of pre-
cious woodland was felt as a national loss. In 
total, the fire caused about $74 million in dam-
ages, including 250 homes. 

In response to this tragedy, the United 
States and the international community 
stepped in to help Israel battle the flames. The 
U.S. answered Israel’s request for assistance 
by providing much needed supplies, technical 
expertise, and equipment. 

I applaud the individuals, businesses and 
philanthropic organizations across the United 
Sates and throughout the international com-
munity who have responded to the devastation 
in Israel with an outpouring of generosity and 
support. 

With help from the United States and our 
friends worldwide, Israel will overcome this 
challenge. We pledge our continued support 
as Israel works to restore damaged commu-
nities, replenish wildlife, and plant new forests. 
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Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the visit of Polish President 
Bronislaw Komorowski to Cleveland, Ohio. 
Since his recent election following the tragic 
death of former President Lech Kaczynski, 
President Komorowski has already become a 
powerful voice for peacemaking, reform, and 
cooperation in the world theatre. 

In just a few short months, President 
Komorowski has taken steps to facilitate inte-
gration of Poland into the European Union, 
has proposed a plan for eliminating govern-
ment corruption, and has met with Russian 
President Dmitry Medvedev to rebuild the po-
litical and economic relationship between the 
two countries. He has also continued former 
President Kaczynski’s tradition of celebrating 
Hanukkah with Warsaw’s Jewish community. 

I am honored by the President’s visit, and I 
know that my constituents deeply appreciate 
his efforts. Cleveland is home to a thriving 
Polish community, which has held together in 
the face of adversity and today enriches our 
culture with festivals, films, concerts, and exhi-
bitions. His visit to our city acknowledges this 
community’s success and marks yet another 
laudable effort toward strengthening inter-
national relationships and spreading good will. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor of President Bronislaw and Cleve-
land’s Polonia. May this visit enhance the ties 
between Poland and the United States, and 
bring Cleveland’s Polish community the rec-
ognition it deserves. 
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Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
distinguished colleagues, I rise today to ex-
tend my heartiest congratulations to Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Elementary School in College 
Park in the 13th district of Georgia. This ex-
ceptional school has been granted a 2010 Na-
tional Title I Distinguished School Award by 
the State of Georgia. I am proud to represent 
the hard-working students, dedicated teachers 
and strong administrators that made this 
achievement possible. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary School 
was founded in 2003 to provide quality instruc-
tion and challenging learning experiences for 
students. Among its core beliefs are a commit-
ment to put children first and an understanding 
that children must accept responsibility for 
their learning in order to improve their future. 
The teaching curriculum is centered on its chil-
dren; the teachers meticulously track student 
progress and collaborate to structure each stu-
dent’s lesson. 

As we consider the challenges that our edu-
cation system faces, we should consider Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Elementary an example of 
excellent student achievement. In addition to 
providing a welcoming environment for stu-
dents and ensuring school safety, students are 
exposed to immersive, technology-rich lessons 
that will prepare them for the future. Detailed 
reports indicate not only the students that 
need individualized attention, but also the stu-
dents who are excelling. Perhaps the best 
practices from this school, including the atten-
tion to detail and dedication to learning, can 
be used to aid students around the country to 
exceed expectations. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to personally 
congratulate the principal of this great institu-
tion, Dr. Machelle Matthews, who has led her 
school to new heights and helped her students 
to dream their own futures. Please join me in 
honoring the venerable Martin Luther King Jr. 
Elementary School on their achievement. 

f 
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Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a friend and community advocate. After 
16 years of faithful service, Kathleen Atterholt 
of my staff in Anderson, Indiana, will be retir-
ing from public service at the end of 2010. 

Kathleen was born to James and Margaret 
Steele on September 23, 1935, in Anderson, 
Indiana. She went on to graduate from Ander-
son High School in 1953, and she later earned 
a Bachelor of Arts degree from Purdue Univer-
sity and a Bachelor of Science degree from 
Viterbo College. While at Purdue, Kathleen 
was also an active member of Alpha Chi 
Omega Sorority. 

Given her family’s history of public service, 
it is no surprise that Kathleen has also dedi-
cated her life to helping those in her commu-
nity. Her late father, James Steele, served on 
the Anderson Board of Public Safety and the 
Board of Public Works. Her brother, Jim 
Steele, served as Controller for the City of An-
derson and later for the City of Indianapolis. 
Lastly, her son, Jim Atterholt, served two 
terms in the Indiana General Assembly and is 
currently the chairman of the Indiana Utility 
Regulatory Commission. 

After staying home to raise her two sons, 
Kathleen began her career in public service 
working as a Constituent Services Represent-
ative for Congressman David McIntosh in 
1994. During those years, she also worked oc-
casionally for the Madison County, Indiana 
Election Board. When I took office in 2001, 
Kathleen stayed on with my staff and contin-
ued to lend her expertise to the constituents in 
my district. For more than a decade, she has 
helped people navigate their way through the 
Federal Government and receive assistance 
from Federal agencies. Her kindness and 
compassion have undoubtedly helped to 
renew the people’s trust in their government. 

Over the years her particular areas of ex-
pertise have been advocating on behalf of 
constituents with the United States Citizenship 
and Immigration Service, United States Em-
bassies and Consulates, the United States 
Passport Agency, the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice, and the Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services. Kathleen has said that some of 
her fondest memories have been when par-
ents have brought their internationally adopted 
children by the office simply to thank Kathleen 
for her advocacy on their behalf. She has also 
been able to meet married couples, friends, 
and relatives whom she helped obtain proper 
immigration documentation in order to be re-
united with their loved ones. Her kind heart 
has made Kathleen an invaluable liaison to my 
constituency, and she has shown an ability to 
relate to others with the compassion and em-
pathy required of public service. 

I offer my deepest gratitude to Kathleen for 
her years of tireless devotion and service not 
only as a member of my staff, but as a serv-
ant leader to constituents in my district. She 
has embodied the commandment found in the 
Good Book to ‘‘Do nothing out of selfish ambi-
tion or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value 
others above yourselves, not looking to your 
own interests but each of you to the interests 
of the others.’’ Though she will be sorely 
missed by myself, my family, and the rest of 
my staff, I wish Kathleen blessings and joy in 
the years ahead as she begins her retirement. 
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HONORING CONGRESSMAN ARTUR 
DAVIS FOR HIS SERVICE TO 
WEST ALABAMA 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 
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Thursday, December 9, 2010 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor and recognize the exemplary service of 
my colleague, and friend, Congressman 
ARTUR DAVIS, who has represented Alabama’s 
Seventh Congressional District since 2002. 

A native of Montgomery, Congressman 
DAVIS graduated with honors from both Har-
vard University and Harvard Law School and 
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