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you. Good for you. You know what is 
important, and you have steered Amer-
ica toward a better future. 

I thank my colleagues. 
(Applause, Senators rising.) 
Mr. DURBIN. I suggest the absence of 

a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. CONRAD. I ask unanimous con-

sent that the order for the quorum call 
be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, we have 
just heard from Senator DORGAN, an 
extraordinary Senator and even more 
extraordinary as a friend. He has 
served in the Congress for 30 years. He 
has served in public office in my State 
for more than 40 years. It has been my 
privilege to call him my best friend for 
42 years. We just heard the remarkable 
ability he has, a gift, to paint word pic-
tures that communicate with people, 
that help us understand the con-
sequences of the actions we take here. 

In recent weeks, I have become very 
interested in the universe and the vast-
ness of what surrounds us. One of the 
things I have found most striking is 
that 1 light-year takes light 1 year, it 
goes 5.8 trillion miles and the universe 
is 12 to 15 billion light-years across. 
This is a vastness that is hard for us to 
calculate. Scientists tell us it all start-
ed with a big bang almost 14 billion 
years ago. Now scientists are saying it 
may not just be one big bang but there 
is a cycle that takes place over 1 tril-
lion years that leads to repeated big 
bangs. BYRON DORGAN has been a big 
bang in the Senate. He has made a dif-
ference here. He has made an enormous 
difference in our home State of North 
Dakota. He helped build a foundation 
that has made North Dakota, today, 
the most successful State in the coun-
try—the lowest unemployment, the 
best financial situation, the fastest 
economic growth. BYRON DORGAN 
helped build a foundation that has 
transformed our State. We are forever 
in his debt. 

As his friend and colleague, we are 
forever grateful to the contributions he 
has made to North Dakota and to the 
Nation. 

I thank the Chair and yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Virginia. 
Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I asso-

ciate myself with the remarks of the 
Senator from North Dakota and add 
my voice as well to celebrate Senator 
DORGAN’s tenure in the Senate. I wish 
he was going to stay. He has been 
someone about getting things done. As 
somebody who has sat in the presiding 
chair a number of times, I have heard 
Senator DORGAN. Even when I don’t 
fully agree with him, no one is more 
persuasive in arguing his case. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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TRIBUTES TO RETIRING 
SENATORS 

ROBERT BENNETT 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am sorry 
I was tied up in other matters today 
and not able to hear speeches of some 
of our Senators who are departing. I 
will have more to say at a later time. 
I did want to say on two of the Sen-
ators, I watched some of their remarks. 

Senator BENNETT from Utah is a very 
dear friend of mine. We have traveled 
around as Members of the Senate, vis-
iting places all over the world. His wife 
Joyce is an accomplished artist. She is 
a flutist. She is well known here and in 
Utah. Senator BENNETT is a very coura-
geous man. What a disappointment he 
was not reelected. I am not usually giv-
ing speeches for my Republican col-
leagues, but it is a real loss to the 
country that Senator BENNETT will not 
return to the Senate. He is a very cou-
rageous man. He represents the ideals 
of the State of Utah. He is a very de-
vout member of his church. He is a per-
son who calls his political issues the 
way he sees them. His having been 
criticized for supporting his President, 
a Republican President, on the Toxic 
Asset Relief Program is unfair. This 
was one of the most important issues 
we faced in ages in this country, and I 
think the proof is in the pudding. Of 
the hundreds of billions of dollars—al-
most $1 trillion—that were put out for 
that fund, all but $25 billion is paid 
back and most of the economists say 
we will get more than that back from 
some of the things that were invested 
in. 

I admire the public service of Sen-
ator BENNETT. It has been outstanding. 
It meets the accomplishments of his fa-
ther who also served very well in the 
U.S. Senate. I am going to miss him a 
great deal. What a wonderful human 
being. He is an author. He has in the 
past been a very successful business-
man, and I think one of the most ac-
complished legislators I have had the 
pleasure to deal with. 

BYRON DORGAN 

BYRON DORGAN from North Dakota is 
such a fine person. He for many years 
has had the same job I had under Sen-
ator Daschle, the head of the Demo-
cratic Policy Committee, and he ren-
dered valuable service to the caucus, to 
the Senate, and the whole country in 
his capacity there. We served together 
in the House of Representatives. We 
have traveled together. His wife Kim is 
such a fine human being. I am going to 
miss BYRON. He is and has been one of 
my close advisers, close friends. I hope 
I am not being boastful here, but I 
don’t think Tom Daschle had two bet-

ter friends in the Senate than DORGAN 
and REID. We were very close to him. 
We admired our friend Tom Daschle 
and did everything we could to make 
his life here as pleasant as possible. 

As far as being a good speaker, he is 
very good. He has a unique way of com-
municating that very few people I have 
known have had. He is someone who, as 
far as the finances of this country and 
the world, is without peer as a legis-
lator. He knows it all, and he has a way 
of articulating his views that is unique 
and I think very powerful. So I am 
going to miss BYRON DORGAN very 
much. He is a wonderful human being. 
I care a great deal about him. I have 
watched his son and daughter grow up. 
They are in college now. I remember 
them when they were little kids. In 
fact, my son Key, who was a fine ath-
lete at the University of Virginia, when 
he was playing on those national cham-
pion soccer teams at the University of 
Virginia, gave BYRON’s son Brendon a 
few soccer lessons. So I am grateful for 
the friendship of Senator BENNETT and 
Senator DORGAN. 

JIM BUNNING 
Senator BUNNING, I of course admire 

because of his great athletic skills. He 
is a member of the Baseball Hall of 
Fame. To think I have had the oppor-
tunity to serve in the Senate with one 
of the great pitchers of all time. I love 
talking to JIM BUNNING about his base-
ball days. Some of the stories he has 
told I have repeated many times and I 
will never forget them. One of the 
things he said that I have repeated on 
a number of occasions—JIM BUNNING 
was a great pitcher, an All-Star with 
no-hitters in both leagues. But he has 
some humility, because he said there 
was Sandy Koufax and there was the 
rest of us. He and I don’t vote often the 
same way, but he is a man who has a 
strong opinion, and I am going to miss 
JIM BUNNING and the ability for me to 
talk to him about his athletic feats. I 
certainly wish him well in whatever his 
endeavors may be in the future. 
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NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2011—MOTION TO PROCEED—Re-
sumed 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, discrimina-

tion has never served America very 
well. When it applies to those who 
serve America in the Armed Forces, it 
is both disgraceful and counter-
productive. 

The theory behind don’t ask, don’t 
tell is a thing that happened way in the 
past. The theory behind this should be 
a thing of the past, and we should put 
the policy behind us. It is obsolete, it is 
embarrassing, and it weakens our mili-
tary and offends the very values we ask 
our troops to defend. We need to match 
our policy with our principle and fi-
nally say that in the United States, ev-
eryone who steps up to serve our coun-
try should be welcomed. That is the 
only argument that is right and it 
should be enough. 
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