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December 15, 2010

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
TITUS). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX,
the Chair will postpone further pro-
ceedings today on motions to suspend
the rules on which a recorded vote or
the yeas and nays are ordered, or on
which the vote incurs objection under
clause 6 of rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

————

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2010

Mr. BARROW. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 841) to direct the Secretary of
Transportation to study and establish
a motor vehicle safety standard that
provides for a means of alerting blind
and other pedestrians of motor vehicle
operation.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 841

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Pedestrian
Safety Enhancement Act of 2010”°.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

As used in this Act—

(1) the term ‘‘Secretary’” means the Sec-
retary of Transportation;

(2) the term ‘‘alert sound’ (herein referred
to as the ‘“‘sound”) means a vehicle-emitted
sound to enable pedestrians to discern vehi-
cle presence, direction, location, and oper-
ation;

(3) the term ‘‘cross-over speed’” means the
speed at which tire noise, wind resistance, or
other factors eliminate the need for a sepa-
rate alert sound as determined by the Sec-
retary;

(4) the term ‘“‘motor vehicle’” has the mean-
ing given such term in section 30102(a)(6) of
title 49, United States Code, except that such
term shall not include a trailer (as such term
is defined in section 571.3 of title 49, Code of
Federal Regulations);

(5) the term ‘‘conventional motor vehicle”
means a motor vehicle powered by a gaso-
line, diesel, or alternative fueled internal
combustion engine as its sole means of pro-
pulsion;

(6) the term ‘‘manufacturer’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 30102(a)(5) of
title 49, United States Code;

(7) the term ‘‘dealer” has the meaning
given such term in section 30102(a)(1) of title
49, United States Code;

(8) the term ‘‘defect’” has the meaning
given such term in section 30102(a)(2) of title
49, United States Code;

(9) the term ‘‘hybrid vehicle’” means a
motor vehicle which has more than one
means of propulsion; and

(10) the term ‘‘electric vehicle’”’ means a
motor vehicle with an electric motor as its
sole means of propulsion.

SEC. 3. MINIMUM SOUND REQUIREMENT FOR
MOTOR VEHICLES.

(a) RULEMAKING REQUIRED.—Not later than
18 months after the date of enactment of this
Act the Secretary shall initiate rulemaking,
under section 30111 of title 49, United States
Code, to promulgate a motor vehicle safety
standard—

(1) establishing performance requirements
for an alert sound that allows blind and
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other pedestrians to reasonably detect a
nearby electric or hybrid vehicle operating
below the cross-over speed, if any; and

(2) requiring new electric or hybrid vehi-
cles to provide an alert sound conforming to
the requirements of the motor vehicle safety
standard established under this subsection.
The motor vehicle safety standard estab-
lished under this subsection shall not require
either driver or pedestrian activation of the
alert sound and shall allow the pedestrian to
reasonably detect a nearby electric or hybrid
vehicle in critical operating scenarios in-
cluding, but not limited to, constant speed,
accelerating, or decelerating. The Secretary
shall allow manufacturers to provide each
vehicle with one or more sounds that comply
with the motor vehicle safety standard at
the time of manufacture. Further, the Sec-
retary shall require manufacturers to pro-
vide, within reasonable manufacturing toler-
ances, the same sound or set of sounds for all
vehicles of the same make and model and
shall prohibit manufacturers from providing
any mechanism for anyone other than the
manufacturer or the dealer to disable, alter,
replace, or modify the sound or set of sounds,
except that the manufacturer or dealer may
alter, replace, or modify the sound or set of
sounds in order to remedy a defect or non-
compliance with the motor vehicle safety
standard. The Secretary shall promulgate
the required motor vehicle safety standard
pursuant to this subsection not later than 36
months after the date of enactment of this
Act.

(b) CONSIDERATION.—When conducting the
required rulemaking, the Secretary shall—

(1) determine the minimum level of sound
emitted from a motor vehicle that is nec-
essary to provide blind and other pedestrians
with the information needed to reasonably
detect a nearby electric or hybrid vehicle op-
erating at or below the cross-over speed, if
any;

(2) determine the performance require-
ments for an alert sound that is recognizable
to a pedestrian as a motor vehicle in oper-
ation; and

(3) consider the overall community noise
impact.

(c) PHASE-IN REQUIRED.—The motor vehicle
safety standard prescribed pursuant to sub-
section (a) of this section shall establish a
phase-in period for compliance, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, and shall require
full compliance with the required motor ve-
hicle safety standard for motor vehicles
manufactured on or after September 1lst of
the calendar year that begins 3 years after
the date on which the final rule is issued.

(d) REQUIRED CONSULTATION.—When con-
ducting the required study and rulemaking,
the Secretary shall—

(1) consult with the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to assure that the motor vehicle
safety standard is consistent with existing
noise requirements overseen by the Agency;

(2) consult consumer groups representing
individuals who are blind;

(3) consult with automobile manufacturers
and professional organizations representing
them;

(4) consult technical standardization orga-
nizations responsible for measurement meth-
ods such as the Society of Automotive Engi-
neers, the International Organization for
Standardization, and the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe, World
Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Regula-
tions.

(e) REQUIRED STUDY AND REPORT TO CON-
GRESS.—Not later than 48 months after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall complete a study and report to Con-
gress as to whether there exists a safety need
to apply the motor vehicle safety standard
required by subsection (a) to conventional
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motor vehicles. In the event that the Sec-
retary determines there exists a safety need,
the Secretary shall initiate rulemaking
under section 30111 of title 49, United States
Code, to extend the standard to conventional
motor vehicles.

SEC. 4. FUNDING.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, $2,000,000 of any amounts made available
to the Secretary of Transportation under
under section 406 of title 23, United States
Code, shall be made available to the Admin-
istrator of the National Highway Transpor-
tation Safety Administration for carrying
out section 3 of this Act.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. BARROW) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. PITTS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BARROW. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. BARROW. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, as hybrid and elec-
tric vehicles take hold in the market,
they bring lots of benefits to con-
sumers trying to shield themselves
from rising gas prices and help reduce
our Nation’s dependence on foreign oil,
but the near-silent operation of their
combustion-free engines has presented
unintended challenges for blind and
sighted pedestrians.

NHTSA research, including a study
published in April this year, confirms
that the absence of sounds indicating
vehicle movement can create serious
safety risks for blind and sighted pe-
destrians, unable to detect vehicles as
they back up, turn, or approach an
intersection.

BEarlier, NHTSA research found that
hybrid and electric vehicles are two
times more likely to be involved in a
pedestrian collision at a low speed than
conventional vehicles. Blind pedes-
trians are among the most vulnerable;
but cyclists, seniors, and children are
also among those greatly affected as
the number of hybrid and electric vehi-
cles on the road increases.

The bill before us offers a straight-
forward solution directing the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration
to create a standard for hybrid and
electric vehicles to emit appropriate
conforming sounds when traveling at
low speeds. In addition, the bill gives
the agency 3 years to develop the
standard, gives manufacturers a 3-year
phase-in period, calls on NHTSA to
consider the overall community noise
impact, and protects against the unau-
thorized disabling, modification, or re-
placement of the sounds.
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