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to the floor without any real chance for debate, 
without any consideration by the committee of 
jurisdiction, and without any opportunity for 
constructive input from the many Members of 
this body—Democrats and Republicans—who 
care deeply about peace in the Middle East. 

This resolution is significant not for what it 
says, but for what it leaves unspoken. Of 
course most of us believe that a just and last-
ing peace between Israelis and Palestinians 
will only be achieved through a negotiated 
two-state solution. And of course any unilat-
eral action by either side—or by a third 
party—that undermines the peace process 
should be cause for concern for this Con-
gress, and for anybody else who believes that 
a two-state solution is still possible. 

But that is precisely the point: this resolution 
says absolutely nothing about the long history 
of unilateral actions taken by Israeli govern-
ments that have progressively undermined 
confidence in the ability of negotiations to de-
liver peace. It says nothing about the fact that 
formal negotiations broke down last week due 
in large part to Israel’s refusal to extend its 
freeze on unilateral settlement construction for 
a mere three months. It says nothing about 
the understandable frustration felt by Israelis 
and Palestinians alike when they see their 
leaders fail yet again to make good on their 
promises of peace. 

Moreover, we must ask ourselves whether 
approving this resolution at this highly sen-
sitive moment would in fact be counter-
productive to its stated goal of supporting the 
peace process. With negotiations on life sup-
port and the Administration working overtime 
to determine the best path forward for the 
United States, should we really be making de-
finitive statements about what the United 
States might or might not do if such a unilat-
eral declaration were actually made? Or ask-
ing the State Department to shift its focus to 
preventing other countries from granting diplo-
matic recognition, rather than continuing to 
focus on the peace process itself? 

One would think that we should rather be 
urging the Obama Administration to stand firm 
in its efforts to bring Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders back to the negotiating table. The Ad-
ministration was wise to abandon its offer to 
give Israel a generous package of security 
guarantees to do something that is manifestly 
in its own self-interest to begin with, but Sec-
retary Clinton and Senator MITCHELL have 
made clear their commitment to pursuing alter-
native courses of action. 

Instead of stirring the pot at this delicate 
time with pronouncements and condemna-
tions, we should be offering hope and encour-
agement to their efforts. 

Ultimately, I agree with the basic points 
made in this resolution. But I strongly urge the 
leadership of this House, on both sides of the 
aisle, to allow for a more balanced, trans-
parent, and deliberative process next time we 
are asked to express the sense of Congress 
on a matter of such critical importance to our 
Nation. 

IN HONOR OF JOHN BELSKI AND 
HIS 23 YEARS OF EXEMPLARY 
SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY AT 
WAVE3 NEWS 

HON. JOHN A. YARMUTH 
OF KENTUCKY 
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Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, I rise this 
morning to mark the retirement of one of Lou-
isville’s finest meteorologists and his 23 years 
of service to my hometown. 

Like most Louisvillians, I have trusted John 
Belski’s dependable forecasts for the last two 
decades. No easy task, especially given that 
our community has faced ice storms, floods, 
and wind storms in the last two years alone. 
But, through it all, Louisville could count on 
John Belski to deliver accurate reporting with 
an award-winning smile. 

In his tenure at WAVE 3, Belski reported on 
weather so unprecedented that it would make 
even the most seasoned professional nervous. 
Day in and day out, his attention to detail and 
calm demeanor provided reassurance and 
even life-saving information to thousands dur-
ing the most trying of times. 

His talents are not limited to just meteor-
ology. Belski authored an internationally rec-
ognized weather folklore book, and was the 
2005 World Dainty Champion—a feat 
achieved while broadcasting live on the air. 

We in Louisville are grateful to John and will 
surely miss his expertise. I am proud to join all 
of our community in thanking him for his work 
and wishing him the best in the next chapter 
of his life. 
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HONORING MAJOR GENERAL 
MATTHEW KAMBIC 

HON. STEVE AUSTRIA 
OF OHIO 
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Mr. AUSTRIA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Major General Matthew Kambic 
for his service to the State of Ohio and our na-
tion on the occasion of his retirement. 

It is an honor to join the people of Ohio’s 
7th Congressional District in congratulating 
General Kambic upon his retirement as the 
Assistant Adjutant General for the Ohio Army 
National Guard for the State of Ohio. 

Showing exemplary leadership, he has com-
manded at many levels including the detach-
ment, troop, battalion and brigade levels. As 
Assistant Adjutant General for Army he 
worked to support Ohio’s Army National Guard 
by overseeing the readiness of over 11,000 
service members and creating administrative 
policies and priorities. 

General Kambic has a distinguished military 
background. Prior to joining the Ohio National 
Guard, he served in the U.S. Army, 66th 
Armor Battalion, 2nd Armored Division for four 
years achieving the rank of Sergeant. 

He joined the Ohio National Guard while at-
tending Youngstown State University and was 
commissioned as an armor officer in 1981. In 
his career, General Kambic also earned his 
Master of Science in Administration from Cen-
tral Michigan University. 

Previous to his role as Assistant Adjutant 
General, he served as the Chief of Staff at 

Joint Force Headquarters, Deputy Chief of 
Staff for Operations and Plans at Joint Force 
Headquarters, and Commander of the 37th Ar-
mored Brigade. 

General Kambic holds many awards and 
distinctions including the Legion of Merit, the 
Meritorious Service Medal with five oak leaf 
clusters, and the Army Commendation Medal 
with four oak leaf clusters. 

For his many years of dedication to the 
State of Ohio and to this nation, I again join 
the people of Ohio’s 7th Congressional District 
in extending our best wishes upon his retire-
ment and wish him success in all his future 
endeavors. 
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NANCY CHEN: A FIGHTER FOR 
WORKING WOMEN 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, I 
want to recognize Nancy Chen, who is retiring 
after 26 years of service. Nancy is a remark-
able woman who has devoted much of her life 
to promoting and creating policies to help 
working women and to empowering women 
and immigrants. 

Nancy led the Midwest regional office of 
Women’s Bureau for 13 years. This is the only 
federal agency designated by Congress to ad-
dress issues and concerns of working women. 
Part of the U.S. Department of Labor, its mis-
sion is to develop policies and standards to 
safeguard the interests of working women by 
advocating for their economic security and that 
of their families; and promoting quality work 
environments. Nancy directed and developed 
the regional program through collaboration 
and partnership with women’s organizations, 
employers, unions, and other government 
agencies in the states of Illinois, Indiana, Min-
nesota, Michigan, Ohio and Wisconsin. 

Under Nancy’s leadership, the regional of-
fice has effectively promoted non-traditional 
occupations for women, including green jobs 
and careers in science, technology and engi-
neering. She has helped achieve concrete ad-
vances in workplace flexibility and pay equity. 

Nancy’s career highlights include public and 
community service in Illinois and Washington, 
DC. Prior to joining the Women’s Bureau, 
Nancy served as Director of Asian Pacific 
American Outreach at the Office of Presi-
dential Personnel in the Clinton White House. 
Before that, she was Director of U.S. Senator 
Paul Simon’s Chicago office, overseeing the 
Senator’s legislative and constituent program 
relating to Chicago and northern Illinois for 6 
years. As a key advisor, she played an impor-
tant role in Senator Simon’s achievements re-
lating to family immigration legislation and 
economic development in Chicago’s immigrant 
communities. 

Nancy serves on the Board of Counselors at 
the Paul Simon Public Policy Institute. She is 
also a member on the Gender Equity Advisory 
Committee for the Illinois State Board of Edu-
cation. Nancy’s community service includes 
being the founder and past president of the 
National Women’s Political Caucus of Greater 
Chicago from 1992 to 1994; member of the Il-
linois Advisory Committee to the United States 
Commission on Civil Rights for over 10 years; 
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