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H.R. 1746, as amended, eliminates the ex-
isting sunset in the program. As the evidence
clearly shows, this program works well and is
cost effective. It should no longer be treated
as a pilot program with a sunset. Rather, State
and local governments should have the cer-
tainty of knowing this program will be available
in the future to enable them to focus their ef-
forts on critical, long-term mitigation planning.

The Obama administration has specifically
requested that Congress reauthorize the PDM
program and this legislation has been en-
dorsed by the National Association of Coun-
ties, International Association of Emergency
Managers, the Association of State Floodplain
Managers, the National Emergency Manage-
ment Association, the National Association of
Flood and Stormwater Management Agencies,
and the American Public Works Association.

This bill passed the House more than a year
and a half ago with overwhelming bipartisan
support. The legislation passed the other body
last night by unanimous consent. | would like
to thank Senator JOSEPH LIEBERMAN and Sen-
ator SUSAN M. COLLINS for their persistent ef-
forts to clear this legislation through the other

body.
| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 1746, as amended, the

“Predisaster Hazard Mitigation Act of 2010”.

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from the District of
Columbia (Ms. NORTON) that the House
suspend the rules and concur in the
Senate amendment to the bill, H.R.
1746.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the Senate
amendment was concurred in.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R.
5116, AMERICA COMPETES REAU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2010; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
SENATE AMENDMENTS TO H.R.
2751, FDA FOOD SAFETY MOD-
ERNIZATION ACT; AND PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R.
2142, GPRA MODERNIZATION ACT
OF 2010

Mr. MCGOVERN, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 111-692) on the
resolution (H. Res. 1781) providing for
consideration of the Senate amend-
ment to the bill (H.R. 5116) to invest in
innovation through research and devel-
opment, to improve the competitive-
ness of the United States, and for other
purposes; providing for consideration of
the Senate amendments to the bill
(H.R. 2751) to accelerate motor fuel
savings nationwide and provide incen-
tives to registered owners of high pol-
luting automobiles to replace such
automobiles with new fuel efficient and
less polluting automobiles; and pro-
viding for consideration of the Senate
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amendment to the bill (H.R. 2142) to re-
quire quarterly performance assess-
ments of Government programs for
purposes of assessing agency perform-
ance and improvement, and to estab-
lish agency performance improvement
officers and the Performance Improve-
ment Council, which was referred to
the House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

———

WAIVING REQUIREMENT OF
CLAUSE 6(a) OF RULE XIII WITH
RESPECT TO CONSIDERATION OF
CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS, AND
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF MOTIONS TO SUSPEND THE
RULES

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 1771 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1771
Waiving a requirement of clause 6(a) of rule
XIII with respect to consideration of certain
resolutions reported from the Committee on
Rules, and providing for consideration of mo-
tions to suspend the rules.

Resolved, That the requirement of clause
6(a) of rule XIII for a two-thirds vote to con-
sider a report from the Committee on Rules
on the same day it is presented to the House
is waived with respect to any resolution re-
ported through the legislative day of Decem-
ber 24, 2010.

SEC. 2. It shall be in order at any time
through the legislative day of December 24,
2010, for the Speaker to entertain motions
that the House suspend the rules. The Speak-
er or her designee shall consult with the Mi-
nority Leader or his designee on the designa-
tion of any matter for consideration pursu-
ant to this section.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts is recog-
nized for 1 hour.

Mr. McGOVERN. For the purpose of
debate only, I yield the customary 30
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. SESSIONS). All time yielded during
consideration of the rule is for debate
only. I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MCGOVERN. I also ask unani-
mous consent that all Members be
given b legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on House
Resolution 1771.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. McGOVERN. Madam Speaker,
House Resolution 1771 waives the re-
quirement of clause 6(a) of rule XIII,
requiring a two-thirds vote to consider
a rule on the same day it is reported
from the Rules Committee. This would
allow for the same-day consideration of
any resolution reported through the
legislative day of December 24, 2010.

The resolution allows the Speaker to
entertain motions to suspend the rules
through the legislative day of Decem-
ber 24, 2010. The Speaker or her des-
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ignee shall consult with the minority
leader or his designee on the designa-
tion of any matter for consideration
pursuant to section 2 of the rule.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SESSIONS. Good morning,
Madam Speaker. Welcome to this week
of Christmas.

I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

I want to thank the gentleman from
Massachusetts, my friend Mr. McGov-
ERN, the vice chairman of the Rules
Committee, for bringing this martial
law rule to the floor of the House of
Representatives today.
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Madam Speaker, the 111th Congress
is in its final days, or so the body
hopes. The rule before us today pro-
vides for an expedited same-day consid-
eration of all legislation brought for-
ward until Christmas Eve and extends
suspension authority for that same pe-
riod. This martial law rule consists of
the ability of the Democrats to bring 4
more days of expedited consideration
on top of the 11 days my colleagues
gave themselves on the 8th of Decem-
ber.

This Congress has seen a record num-
ber of restrictive rules over the past 2
years. In fact, we have not debated one
open rule in this Congress. I don’t be-
lieve that closing debate, limiting
amendments, and shutting down Demo-
crats and Republicans out of their
thoughtful solutions on the House floor
is what we were promised by Speaker
PELOSI. Speaker PELOSI openly told the
American people that she would run
the most open, honest, and ethical Con-
gress. Madam Speaker, I would say to
you that as we started, so are we end-
ing, in chaos.

It seems like every time I come to
the House floor I point out that my
Democrat colleagues are using an un-
precedented, restrictive, and closed
process. This is not what the American
people wanted, and I believe the Amer-
ican people truly do want their Mem-
ber of Congress to be able to come to
Washington, DC, to fully participate in
the process. And unfortunately, we find
ourselves here again today with Mem-
bers simply sitting back in their of-
fices, wondering and waiting what is
next, what are we even debating, what
are we doing, rather than being ac-
tively involved in this democratic
process. Madam Speaker, that’s why
people came to Congress.

This Congress has managed to rack
up a record $1.4 trillion deficit in 2009,
more than three times the size of the
deficit in 2008, and it hit a $1.3 trillion
deficit this year. Additionally, we have
seen unemployment at or above 9.5 per-
cent across this country for over 18
consecutive months and a national
debt that has now ballooned to $13.4
trillion, and yet we see no end to the
spending, which is evident by the rule
that we are here discussing today. No
discipline; no feedback from Members,
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