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woman whose abilities were quite remarkable.
Those abilities were widely recognized. In
1982, Avis became the first female president
of the Missouri Press Association. That was
just one of many “firsts” achieved by Avis
Tucker, including serving as the first female
president of the Missouri Associated Dailies
organization, and becoming the first woman
inducted into the Missouri Press Association
Hall of Fame. She received the National
Newspaper Association’s McKinney Award,
given to a woman who ‘“exhibited distin-
guished service to the community press.” Just
this past May, Avis became chair emeritus of
the Missouri Press Association’s Foundation
Board, which she helped found and fund.

She served not only as one of the state’s
rare female publishers, but in other leadership
roles, particularly at our mutual alma mater,
the University of Missouri. Mizzou’s world-fa-
mous School of Journalism honored her with
its Honor Medal in 1976. And in 1972, Avis
became the first woman president of the Uni-
versity of Missouri’s governing body, the
Board of Curators. Her service as a curator
has particular significance for me, since she
was appointed to succeed her late husband as
a curator upon his death. And Bill Tucker had
been appointed to succeed my father, Isaac
Newton Skelton Ill, upon his passing. In Mis-
souri, one of the highest honors one can
achieve is being named to help guide our
land-grant state university, and this is an
honor that has been treasured by both the
Skelton and Tucker families.

Avis Green Tucker will be remembered
fondly by all who had the privilege of knowing
her, including me. When she passed away at
age 95 on Friday, December 17th, 2010, she
had lived a life that was exemplary. Her lead-
ership was superb, her newspaper’s readers
and her community were well-served, and her
place in Missouri journalism and public service
is secure. Avis is survived by two nephews,
Bob and Richard Green. | know members of
the Congress will join me in paying tribute to
the life, achievements and service of Avis
Green Tucker, and in extending our condo-
lences to her family and friends.

———

EMPTY CHAIR IN OSLO FOR LIU
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker,
in the theatrical adaptation of Victor Hugo’s
Les Miserables, Marius sings a haunting
song—Empty Chairs and Empty Tables—an
expression of agony at the loss of his idealistic
comrades, gunned down on a barricade.

“There’s a grief that can’t be spoken,” he
sings, “there’s a pain that goes on and on.
Empty chairs and empty tables, now my
friends are dead and gone . . ..”

“Here it was they lit the flame . . . Here
they sang about tomorrow and tomorrow
never came . . . from the table in the corner
they could see a world reborn . . . And they
rose with voices ringing. | can hear them now

. Empty chairs and empty tables, where
my friends will meet no more . . ..”

When prisoner of conscience Liu Xiaobo,
Nobel Peace Prize winner for 2010, learned
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that he was selected, he wept and dedicated
his prize to the martyrs of the 1989
Tiananmen Square Massacre.

Throughout China today, families and
friends know heartbreaking loss and the agony
of empty chairs and empty tables—where
young, brave, idealistic democracy activists
were gunned down, bayoneted, or beaten to
death by Chinese government troops and se-
cret police. Both before and since Tiananmen,
Chinese men and women have sacrificed their
freedom—even their lives—in the struggle for
faith and liberty. Yet the struggle for freedom,
rule of law, and respect for human rights con-
tinues despite the enormous cost to individual
Chinese men and women.

At Oslo a couple of weeks ago, | had the
privilege of witnessing the conferring of the
Nobel Peace Prize on Liu Xiaobo’s empty
chair—empty because this courageous non-
violent man of principle languishes in a lonely
prison cell, serving an eleven-year sentence
for promoting democracy in China, most re-
cently through Charter 08, a human rights
manifesto. In a stunning revelation of Beijing’s
weakness, fear, and moral deficiency, even
Liu’s wife and friends were barred from attend-
ing the Nobel ceremony.

Amazingly, at his government show trial in
2009, Liu expressed absolutely no malice to-
ward the dictatorship that so cruelly mistreats
him—and millions of others like him.

He said, “I have no enemies and no hatred.
None of the police who monitored, arrested,
and interrogated me, none of the prosecutors
who indicted me, and none of the judges who
judged me are my enemies . . . Hatred can
rot away at a person’s intelligence and con-
science. Enemy mentality will poison the spirit
of a nation, incite cruel mortal struggles, de-
stroy a society’s tolerance and humanity and
hinder a nation’s progress toward freedom and
democracy. That is why | hope to be able to
transcend my personal experiences as | look
upon our nation’s development and social
change, to counter the regime’s hostility with
utmost goodwill, and to dispel hatred with
love.”

The Nobel Peace Prize ceremony has come
and gone. And, | would note parenthetically, it
was an honor to join you in Oslo, Madam
Speaker, as well as Representative David Wu
and numerous Tiananmen Square alumnae—
Chinese men and women who peacefully
demonstrated for freedom in 1989—including
Yang Jianli, Chai Ling, Bob Fu, Fang Zheng,
and Kaixi Wuer. It is now more important than
ever that all of us who treasure freedom, de-
mocracy and human rights empathize more,
pray more and do more to expose and combat
the cruelty and the crimes committed on a
daily basis by Beijing.

The brutality and violence that were wit-
nessed by all the world in 1989 at Tiananmen
continues unabated today, especially in the
gulags—laogai—and detention centers
throughout China, where people are system-
atically tortured, sometimes to death, particu-
larly Falun Gong practitioners, Uyghurs, Tibet-
ans, Christians, and democracy activists.

The brutality and violence of unrestrained
dictatorship has—and continues to be—un-
leashed against hundreds of millions of Chi-
nese women and children—victims of the bar-
baric one child per couple policy, a cruel pol-
icy that has made brothers and sisters illegal
and relies on forced abortion—a crime cat-
egorized as a “crime against humanity” at the
Nazi war crime trial at Nuremberg.
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As a result of the one child per couple pol-
icy, an estimated 100 million girls are miss-
ing—dead through sex-selective abortion—
which is a gender crime of unimaginable de-
pravity and has made China a magnet for sex
trafficking. Chai Ling—one of the heroes of
Tiananmen—has launched All Girls Allowed—
an NGO that appeals to Beijing, the world,
and especially mothers in China to protect the
girl child in the womb.

And finally, even the Internet has been
turned into a tool of repression and surveil-
lance by the secret police.

The selection of Liu Xiaobo as the 2010
Nobel Peace Prize laureate obliges us to un-
dertake sustained scrutiny and meaningful ac-
tion.

Indifference or silence or feigned ignorance
concerning the Chinese government’s appall-
ing and massive human rights violations sim-
ply isn’t an option.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
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Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Madam
Speaker, | was unavoidably absent on Decem-
ber 21, 2010. If | were present, | would have
voted on the following:

H. Res. 1771, Waiving a requirement of
clause 6(a) of rule XllIl with respect to consid-
eration of certain resolutions reported from the
Committee on Rules, and providing for consid-
eration of motions to suspend the rules—roll-
call No. 657—"yea”.

H.R. 6540, Defense Level Playing Field
Act—rolicall No. 658—"yea”.

H.R. 5116, America COMPETES Reauthor-
ization Act—rollcall No. 659—"yea”.

H.R. 2142, GPRA Modernization Act of
2010—rollcall No. 660—"yea”.

H.R. 2751, FDA Food Safety Modernization
Act—rolicall No. 661—"yea”.

H.R. 3082, Making Appropriations for Mili-
tary Construction, the Department of Veterans
Affairs, and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2010 and for other pur-
poses—rollcall No. 662—"yea”.

H.R. 6547, Protecting Students from Sexual
and Violent Predators Act—rollcall No. 663—

«, ”»

yea’.

—————

BLACK: THE DOMINANCE OF
UNETHICAL BANKING

HON. MARCY KAPTUR
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Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, today I am
inserting into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD a
recent blog post by Professor William Black
from the Associate Professor of Economics
and Law at the University of Missouri—Kan-
sas City. Professor Black has focused on
white collar crime and routing out of fraud
in our financial system, both in practice and
as a field of academic study. Professor
Black’s answers on this CNN blog give direc-
tion to our work on cleaning up our financial
system of the criminals while protecting
those who follow the law. As this Congress
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