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Landmarks Preservation Commission. In this 
capacity, Ms. Fife helped manage and imple-
ment one of the Dinkins’ administration’s sig-
nature achievements: she oversaw and helped 
manage the New York Public Library system’s 
move to extend access to its facilities by keep-
ing libraries open six days a week—for the 
first time since 1947. She held a seat on the 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority and 
chaired its Real Estate Committee and served 
as a member of the New York City Water 
Board and as Vice Chair of the Hudson River 
Park Conservancy. She also represented 
Mayor Dinkins on the Boards of the New York 
Public Library, the Brooklyn Museum and the 
Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts. 

Barbara Fife previously served as the Sen-
ior Special Assistant and acting Chief of Staff 
to then-Manhattan Borough President Dinkins. 
From 1982 to 1984, she directed the Intern-
ship Programs in the Department of Urban 
Planning at Hunter College of the City Univer-
sity of New York. She was a Democratic Na-
tional Committeewoman from 1980 to 1990 
and was elected and re-elected to the New 
York State Democratic Committee ten times. 

Ms. Fife has served on the boards of many 
non-profit organizations, including the Museum 
of the City of New York, the Public Art Fund, 
Regional Plan Association, Project FIND, the 
Community Service Society, the Settlement 
Housing Fund, the New York League of Con-
servation Voters, and the Manhattan Theatre 
Club. She is a former President of the Parks 
Council and a former Vice President of the 
Clinton Housing Association. She graduated 
cum laude from Bryn Mawr College and holds 
a Master’s degree in Urban Planning from 
Hunter College. 

Throughout her distinguished career, Bar-
bara Fife has remained devoted to her family. 
She and her beloved late husband Martin 
raised four sons, Stephen, Richard, Howard, 
and Andrew, and she is devoted to their be-
loved grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my distinguished 
colleagues rise to join me in saluting the ex-
traordinary contributions of the Honorable Bar-
bara Fife to the political and civic life of our 
nation’s greatest city. 
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PRESIDENT RICK BENDER AND 
SECRETARY-TREASURER ALAN 
LINK RETIRING FROM THE 
WASHINGTON STATE LABOR 
COUNCIL (WSLC) 

HON. JIM McDERMOTT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 6, 2011 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the powerful contributions made 
by Washington State Labor Council (WSLC) 
President Rick S. Bender and Secretary- 
Treasurer Alan O. Link to policies that benefit 
working families. Throughout their lengthy and 
distinguished service, they have done much to 
advance the cause of organized labor in 
Washington State and, thereby, to improve 
significantly the lives of our residents. Thanks 
to steadfast support of its labor movement by 
Rick Bender and Al Link, Washington State 
today is the fourth most unionized state in the 
nation, with the state’s 574,000 union mem-
bers accounting for 20.2% of its overall work-
force. 

Rick Bender became President of the 
Washington State Labor Council in 1993, after 
serving as WSLC Vice President (1988–1993); 
Executive Secretary of the King County Labor 
Council (1991–1993); and Executive Secretary 
of the Seattle Building and Construction 
Trades Council (1987–1991). He is a member 
of Laborers Local 242 and Elevator Construc-
tors Local 19, and he began his career with 
organized labor as an apprentice with Cement 
Masons Local 528 in 1966. In addition to his 
exceptional service to organized labor, Rick 
also served the citizens of the State of Wash-
ington for many years as an elected member 
of the State Legislature; I was fortunate to 
serve with Rick in the Washington State Sen-
ate, where he was much respected for his ex-
pertise, his hard work, and his commitment to 
fairness. 

Al Link also is a giant in the Washington 
State labor community. He served in numer-
ous leadership positions in that community 
prior to his 1994 election as WSLC Secretary- 
Treasurer, including President of the Spokane 
County Central Labor Council (1989–94) and 
President of Steelworkers Local 329 (1991– 
94), when he represented workers at the Kai-
ser Aluminum plant in Spokane. Al has been 
a member of the United Steelworkers of Amer-
ica since 1961. 

Together, Rick Bender and Al Link provided 
bold leadership to the Washington State Labor 
Council as it achieved many proud accom-
plishments: they crafted a far-sighted and ef-
fective legislative platform to promote pro- 
working family laws and policies in Wash-
ington state government; these included pas-
sage of long-sought collective bargaining 
rights for state employees, protection and 
strengthening of Washington’s model unem-
ployment insurance and workers’ compensa-
tion systems, promotion of innovative appren-
ticeship programs, and development of afford-
able health care and family leave policies. 

Intent on highlighting labor’s importance to 
our democratic political process, Mr. Bender 
and Mr. Link created a groundbreaking grass-
roots political program featuring the ‘‘Labor 
Neighbor’’ program, a highly successful effort 
that became a national model for engaging 
union activists and volunteers in the election 
process and informing rank-and-file members 
of labor’s endorsements. 

They also led successful campaigns for pro- 
worker ballot measures, including the nation’s 
first indexed minimum wage law, which began 
as an initiative filed by Rick Bender; it was ap-
proved by the voters of Washington State in 
1998 following an exciting campaign co- 
chaired by Rick and especially memorable be-
cause it relied entirely on volunteer signature 
gatherers. 

Mr. Speaker, the formidable team of Rick 
Bender and Al Link leaves a vital legacy that 
will strengthen the lives of working people and 
their families for decades to come. On the oc-
casion of their retirement from the Washington 
State Labor Council, I join thousands of union 
members, working families, and appreciative 
citizens across Washington State in thanking 
them for their vision, their bold leadership, and 
their dedicated service. We wish them good 
fortune and much satisfaction in the coming 
years. 

IN RECOGNITION OF BARUCH COL-
LEGE AND ITS 2010 BERNARD BA-
RUCH DINNER HONOREES 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 6, 2011 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Baruch College of the City 
University of New York. Last year the College 
honored several remarkable leaders on the 
occasion of the 21st Annual Bernard Baruch 
Dinner at Cipriani 42nd Street in Manhattan. 

A senior college in the City University of 
New York (CUNY), Baruch College is ranked 
among the top 15% of U.S. colleges and was 
named one of the 50 public colleges offering 
the ‘‘best value’’ to students. Currently led by 
Interim President Stan Altman, Baruch College 
honored five distinguished women in 2010, for 
the first time ever. Each is a prominent leader 
in New York City’s real estate industry, chosen 
by Baruch College’s trustees for their remark-
able achievements in professional life and 
their extraordinary devotion to serving their 
communities. In addition, the Bernard Baruch 
Dinner last year honored the women of the 
College’s Class of 1940, who were the first fe-
male students admitted after a 1933 ban on 
women students was ended in 1936, and who 
served as pioneering trailblazers for the gen-
erations of women who followed in their foot-
steps at Baruch. Appropriately, the former 
Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health & 
Human Services, Donna Shalala, a former 
President of Hunter College at CUNY, served 
as a dinner presenter. 

The five women who were recognized at the 
2010 Bernard Baruch Dinner are truly deserv-
ing honorees. The Bernard Baruch Medal for 
Business and Civic Leadership was presented 
to four outstanding leaders, Suzanne Sun-
shine, Louise M. Sunshine, Sylvia J. Smith, 
and Doris W. Koo, and the Distinguished 
Alumna Award was presented to Dolly Lenz. 

Suzanne Sunshine is the President of S. 
Sunshine & Associates, which provides com-
mercial and residential real estate brokerage 
and consulting services to non-profit organiza-
tions and their personnel, donating a percent-
age of its fees back to each non-profit client. 

Louise M. Sunshine has enjoyed extraor-
dinary success in the worlds of business, poli-
tics and government. After serving as a trust-
ed top advisor to New York State Assembly 
Majority Leader Al Blumenthal and New York 
Governor Hugh Carey, in 1986, she launched 
the Sunshine Group firm focusing on residen-
tial real estate, where she coined the phrase, 
‘‘All Square Feet Are Not Created Equal.’’ 
Today, she serves as a consultant to Alexico 
Group, LLC, and is playing a leading role at 
Domineum, a firm offering global real estate 
solutions. 

Sylvia Smith, FAIA, LEED AP, is a Senior 
Partner at FXFOWLE Architects, a leading 
firm that also provides planning and interior 
design services. She is the founder of the 
firm’s Cultural & Educational Studio and is cur-
rently leading the redesign of public spaces at 
Lincoln Center, the Juilliard School expansion, 
and the Alice Tully Hall renovation, and re-
cently completed award-winning Bronx Zoo 
projects. 

Doris W. Koo is a nationally respected lead-
er with nearly three decades’ experience in af-
fordable housing and community development. 
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President and CEO of Enterprise Community 
Partners, she also chairs the board of the En-
terprise Community Loan Fund, a national 
leader in providing development capital, finan-
cial solutions, public policy advocacy, and 
technical expertise to create affordable hous-
ing. 

Dolly Lenz is the Vice Chair of Prudential 
Douglas Elliman, one of the leading real es-
tate firms in our Nation’s greatest city. The 
daughter of an immigrant from Spain, she has 
risen to dizzying heights in her profession and 
is truly a worthy recipient of Baruch College’s 
Alumna of the Year Award. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my distinguished 
colleagues rise to join me in paying tribute to 
Baruch College of the City University of New 
York and the five outstanding honorees it rec-
ognized at the 21st Annual Bernard Baruch 
Dinner. 
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HONORING THE 2ND PLATOON, 
COMPANY B, 2ND BATTALION, 
162ND INFANTRY REGIMENT, 41ST 
INFANTRY BRIGADE COMBAT 
TEAM, OREGON NATIONAL 
GUARD 

HON. KURT SCHRADER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 6, 2011 

Mr. SCHRADER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
in honor of the 2nd Platoon, Company B, 2nd 
Battalion, 162nd Infantry Regiment, 41st Infan-
try Brigade Combat Team, Oregon National 
Guard for their heroic action during the Battle 
of Fallujah in November of 2004. The unit will 
soon be awarded the Presidential Unit Citation 
for their gallantry in combat. This will be the 
first award of the Presidential Unit Citation to 
a unit of the Oregon National Guard in over 
six decades. The last time a unit of the Or-
egon National Guard received this distinction 
was for their valor during the Second World 
War. 

The Presidential Unit Citation reads: ‘‘On 03 
November 2004, the unit was placed under 
the operational control of the 1st Regimental 
Combat Team of the 1st Marine Division, to 
execute offensive operations in the central 
Iraqi city of Fallujah. The unit was selected for 
the initial attack on the city and tasked with 
penetrating the enemy’s defenses and iso-
lating the Jolan District in northwestern 
Fallujah. The Jolan District was believed to be 
the strongest of the enemy’s defenses. The 
unit’s rapid penetration deep into the city over-
whelmed enemy positions, leading the way for 
further exploitation by the Marines. Throughout 
the remainder of the battle, the unit continued 
to isolate western Fallujah while attacking and 
destroying numerous enemy strong points. 
The unit’s heroic Soldiers, and their expert use 
of combined arms firepower, led to the de-
struction of the insurgents in Fallujah.’’ 

The soldiers of 2nd Platoon, Company B, 2– 
162nd Infantry have demonstrated the kind of 
courage, determination, and skill exemplifying 
the highest standards of the United States 
Armed Forces and reflect great credit upon 
themselves, the Oregon National Guard, and 
the United States Army. 

The Oregon National Guard has deployed 
8,917 citizen soldiers worldwide in combat and 
counter-terrorist operations since September 

11, 2001. As our citizen soldiers have repeat-
edly demonstrated their dedication to the 
United States of America, we in Congress 
must reaffirm our support for the men and 
women who bravely serve our Country. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE TERENCE 
CARDINAL COOKE HEALTH CARE 
CENTER 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 6, 2011 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to the Terence Cardinal Cooke Health 
Care Center, a continuing-care facility founded 
more than three decades ago by the Arch-
diocese of New York. I am pleased to recog-
nize the outstanding work of the Center as it 
continues to provide medical support and re-
habilitative services to residents and patients 
of all backgrounds, while simultaneously en-
couraging their independence and self-suffi-
ciency. Tonight we celebrate the hard work of 
the Center’s generous staff, as well as the 
contributions to civic life of several noteworthy 
community leaders. I join you in saluting last 
year’s honorees for their devotion to quality 
health care. 

A long-standing presence in the community, 
the Terence Cardinal Cook Health Care Cen-
ter has been committed to providing compas-
sionate medical treatment since 1890. With re-
spect for human life and dignity as its principal 
focus, the Center strives to maintain a broad 
range of high-quality health care services for 
its residents and patients in its long-term 729- 
bed facility and two outpatient clinics. The 
Center operates many clinical programs that 
address a wide variety of health issues, from 
developmental disabilities to chronic illnesses. 
While upholding its high standard for compas-
sion and kindness, the Center provides com-
prehensive and innovative treatment to the 
community. 

Last month, the Center held its annual Flow-
er Ball at the Pierre Hotel in Manhattan. I con-
gratulate last year’s honorees, Michael J. 
Brescia, M.D., Executive Director of Calvary 
Hospital; Victoria L. Sharp, M.D., Director of 
the HIV Center at St. Luke’s-Roosevelt Hos-
pital Center; J. Anthony SanFillipo, M.D.; and 
David Kamp, President of Dirworks Landscape 
Architecture. 

Each of last year’s honored guests is an ex-
ceptional civic leader whose life work reflects 
the mission of the Center. Almost 50 years 
ago, Dr. Michael Brescia helped develop the 
AV fistula, one of the most popular methods of 
vascular access for hemodialysis in the world. 
After assuming the position of Director of the 
HIV Center at St. Luke’s-Roosevelt in 1997, 
Dr. Victoria Sharp has tirelessly worked on be-
half of those living with HIV/AIDS, including 
many of society’s most disadvantaged citizens 
and incarcerated individuals. Dr. J. Anthony 
SanFillipo has been a dedicated board mem-
ber of the Terence Cardinal Cooke Health 
Care Center for many years and will receive 
the Partnership Award for his hard work, dedi-
cation, and extraordinary service. Over the 
years, David Kamp and his company have 
generously offered their time and expertise on 
a pro bono basis to render the gardens of the 
Center a welcome oasis of beauty and tran-
quillity in a densely urban environment. 

In serving the Center, each of the honorees 
has demonstrated remarkable dedication, and 
has been an inspiration not only to staff and 
patients, but to all New Yorkers. In devoting 
their time and energy so generously to others, 
they remind us that every individual can make 
a difference. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my distinguished 
colleagues rise to join me in paying tribute to 
the Terence Cardinal Cooke Health Care Cen-
ter and its distinguished 2010 honorees. 
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HONORING THREE KINGS DAY 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 6, 2011 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ask my 
colleagues to spend some time today to re-
member the Christian feast of the Epiphany, 
or as many in my community know it, Three 
Kings Day. 

For millions around the world, especially 
Latinos, the final curtain on the holiday season 
doesn’t begin to fall until today, January 6. 
From El Barrio through Mexico, and the Carib-
bean all the way down to the tip of South 
America, communities find their own unique 
ways to celebrate the Biblical journey of 
Balthasar, Melchior, and Caspar. 

Like Christmas, Three Kings Day is a day 
for kids and family, a time to not just ex-
change gifts, but also appreciate what we 
have. In the East Harlem section of my con-
gressional district, the day has been marked 
for 34 years by a children’s parade organized 
by El Museo del Barrio. Mr. Speaker, seeing 
these children in costumes and coats walking 
the streets of Fifth Avenue, you would be in-
stantly reminded about how special they each 
are and the special responsibility we have in 
making sure that they have just as many op-
portunities to succeed—if not more—than any 
of us standing in these great walls. 

Balthasar, Melchior, and Caspar traveled on 
the wings of hope, believing that a better fu-
ture lay in the hands of a humble child in the 
manger. They did not dismiss him because he 
was a carpenter’s son or because he was 
poor. They did not ask about his immigration 
status or whether his parents had proper pa-
perwork. They crossed deserts and overcame 
hurdles because they believed that his future 
was as bright and limitless as the stars that 
adorned the sky. 

Unfortunately, not enough of today’s chil-
dren have been given such investment of time 
and energy. Despite the tireless work of many 
parents and educators, far too many are fall-
ing through the cracks in schools that are ill- 
equipped to teach them the skills necessary 
for work and life. 

So on this last weekend of the holiday sea-
son, let all of us remember the greatness that 
lies in each of our children. Let us renew our 
commitment to our next generation by devel-
oping partnerships that will equip them with 
the tools they will need to realize their goals 
and dreams. 

Let us remember that acts of kindness and 
generosity should extend well into the year 
and that the future of this great land depends 
on the opportunities we create for our children 
to shine and reach their full potential. 
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