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And what about jobs? Our first priority
should be creating private sector employment
opportunities, especially in America’s small
businesses.

However, the evidence is clear: by raising
taxes, imposing new health mandates and
regulations, and increasing uncertainty for
small business employers, investors and en-
trepreneurs, ObamaCare is already destroying
jobs in our country.

With nearly 10 percent unemployment and
massive public debt, the American people
want us to focus on cutting spending and ex-
panding our economy.

That’s why | will urge my Colleagues to sup-
port this important repeal legislation and take
the first steps towards replacing it with reforms
that will bring down costs, expand health care
accessibility and protect American jobs.

Mr. Speaker, this week we have the oppor-
tunity to ensure that our constituents remain in
control of their own health care through a sys-
tem that is patient-centered and provides
health care choices, not Washington-imposed
mandates.

| urge support of H.R. 2—the repeal of
Obamacare.

————

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF PRESI-
DENT KENNEDY’'S INAUGURAL
ADDRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from  Massachusetts (Mr.
KEATING) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the 50th anniversary of
President John F. Kennedy’s inaugural
address and celebrate the many mo-
ments of altruism that have emerged
from the simple words, ‘‘Ask not what
your country can do for you; ask what
you can do for your country.’” It is this
expression of love of country, this spir-
it that President Kennedy evoked in all
of us that causes me to rise today for
my maiden speech on the floor of the
House of Representatives. Even 50
years later, we take from this speech
the reminder that we still have work to
do to improve our country, and that
work is incumbent upon us to finish.

As a young child, I remember watch-
ing the ceremony on January 20, 1961. I
remember the poet Robert Frost read a
poem from the podium as his eye-
glasses fogged up. I remember Presi-
dent Kennedy taking the stage, and I
could have never imagined the impact
he would have on my generation and
the generations to come.

Here in Washington, President Ken-
nedy is never far from my mind be-
cause I have the distinct honor of com-
ing to work to the same office that
President Kennedy had when he was a
Member of Congress. Our space is a his-
toric treasure. I am so fortunate to be
entrusted with the safekeeping of this
memorial and all that it represents to
the people of Massachusetts and every
American who has been inspired by
President Kennedy.

My first days and weeks in Congress
have been an incredible privilege, serv-
ing my community in Massachusetts
and working to find solutions for the
challenges that our country faces.
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President Kennedy’s words are time-
less, and we can and should learn from
them today. He called on our country
to remember that ‘‘civility is not a
sign of weakness.”” His words should in-
form our national conversation as we
hopefully renew our commitment to re-
spect and graciousness, where politics
means more than stark division and
glaring partisanship.

Our country needs healing, and Ken-
nedy would believe that it is up to all
of us to participate in restoring this
type of civility. Fifty years ago he
said, ‘“Let both sides explore what
problems unite us instead of belaboring
those problems which divide us.” I wel-
come this challenge, and I will spend
my time in Congress living up to those
words.

Good ideas are not restricted to one
political party or the other, so I look
forward to hearing from my constitu-
ents of all political stripes. If my
neighbor in Weymouth has an idea to
create jobs, I want to hear it. If a resi-
dent of Plymouth has a proposal on
how we can move our country forward,
I want to help. If a fellow citizen in
Barnstable has a plan to make our
country safer and stronger, I look for-
ward to working together.

In closing, let us remember that
President Kennedy had a long-term vi-
sion for this country. He understood
that a change in direction takes time,
and we understand that a return to the
values that he kept will not be imme-
diate. As he said, ‘“‘All of this will not
be finished in the first 100 days, nor
will it be finished in the first 1,000
days, nor in the life of this administra-
tion, nor even perhaps in our lifetime
on this planet. But let us begin.”

So as we celebrate the 50th anniver-
sary of President John F. Kennedy’s in-
auguration, let us begin anew.

———————

PATIENTS’ RIGHTS REPEAL ACT
WILL HAVE DISASTROUS CON-
SEQUENCES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. LOWEY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. LOWEY. Tomorrow, the House
will vote on the Patients’ Rights Re-
peal Act. While none of us thought that
the landmark reform bill passed last
yvear was perfect, repeal would only
recreate many problems that last
yvear’s bill solved. Instead of identi-
fying specific improvements, Repub-
licans have proposed to repeal every
single consumer protection, protec-
tions that benefit all of our constitu-
ents. We cannot allow this irrespon-
sible bill to become law.

During the debate over health insur-
ance reform in 2009, I received count-
less letters from individuals through-
out my district who testified to the
dire need to address high costs and in-
adequacy in service. For example, a
constituent from White Plains told me
about her 27-year-old son who was bat-
tling cancer and cannot afford some of
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the treatments. She wrote, “From dis-
crimination by insurance companies
against the millions of us with ‘pre-
existing conditions’ to lack of afford-
able care, we’ve had enough.”

By ending denials of coverage based
on preexisting conditions, 9,200 resi-
dents of my congressional district with
preexisting conditions will now have
access to health insurance. That is just
one benefit of reform that’s at stake.

If the repeal law were to become law,
insurers could impose devastating an-
nual and lifetime benefit caps. Young
adults would lose coverage on their
parents’ plans. Pregnant women and
breast cancer and prostate cancer sur-
vivors could be denied coverage when
they most need it. Seniors would pay
higher prescription drug costs. Con-
sumer protections for 445,000 constitu-
ents who have private insurance would
be rescinded, resulting in higher health
care costs and reduced coverage. 22,100
businesses and 91,000 families in my
district would not receive tax credits
to access better and more affordable
coverage. Large insurers would no
longer be required to spend at least 85
percent of premiums on health benefits
and justify large rate increases.
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And reforms the Commonwealth
Foundation estimates will lower the
rate of premium increases by $2,000 on
average by the end of the decade will
be undone.

I am very happy to work with anyone
who genuinely wants to improve health
coverage and make it more affordable.
I am deeply concerned that this vote
tomorrow is about keeping campaign
promises without serious examination
of the impact of this repeal, especially
on Americans like my 27-year-old con-
stituent in White Plains who has can-
cer.

To my colleagues, if you want to help
your constituents who have insurance
and the millions of Americans who
don’t, I urge you to vote ‘‘no’ on re-
pealing every consumer protection that
benefits them.

Thank you.

———

ARLENE BUSH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. PAULSEN)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PAULSEN. Thank you,
Speaker.

I rise to commemorate the service of
my dear friend Arlene Bush, who is en-
tering her 30th year as a member of the
Bloomington School Board of Min-
nesota. Arlene, who turns 80 later on
this year, first joined the school board
in 1981. And while times have changed
since then, Arlene’s dedication to
Bloomington students and the schools
that they attend has not.

She started her own educational
journey in a small two-room school-
house in the tiny town of Odin, Min-
nesota. Later, she moved to Min-
neapolis, where she graduated from

Mr.
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