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laws more consistent and fair, and help re-
duce immigration fraud and opportunism.

HONORING FANNIE M. WHITE

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2011

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise to honor Mrs. Fannie M. White, a life-
long resident of Issaquena County. Fannie
White was born on September 2, 1950, to Mr.
Sidney and Marie Marshall, the seventh of
nine children. She is a 1973 graduate of Mis-
sissippi Valley State University with a BS in
Business Administration. She is retired from
the Mississippi Department of Human Services
after 28 years of service. She is married to
Supervisor Larry White, who is also the assist-
ant pastor of Rose Hill M.B. Church in
Mayersville, MS, and has one son, Tristan
White, who is a student at Alcorn State Uni-
versity.

Mrs. White has always had an interest in
working with the youth in Issaquena County.
Since the 1970’s, she has been very active in
working with the youth in the church, putting
on plays to celebrate different holidays. She is
the Adult Sunday School teacher at St. Peter
M.B. Church where she is a dedicated mem-
ber. She is also the founder and president of
the Mayersville Youth Development Com-
mittee, and the director of the Mayersville Chil-
dren’s Village. Mrs. White has worked with
these organizations for several years with
such services as the Summer Feeding Pro-
gram, the After School Tutoring Program, as
well as the Summer Enhancement Program.
She enjoys summer activities with the chil-
dren, which consists of Summer Fun Days at
the park, trips to educational museums such
as the Civil Rights Museum in Memphis, TN,
the Natural Science Museum, the Planetarium,
and the Civil Rights Museum in Jackson, MS.
Mrs. White is also instrumental in participating
with St. Jude and Muscular Dystrophy Foun-
dation to help raise money for their organiza-
tions, also is an alderman for the town of
Mayersville.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2011

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, on February
14, 2011, | was unavoidably detained and was
unable to record my vote for rollcall No. 35—
37. Had | been present | would have voted:
rollcall No. 35: “yes”—On Motion to Recommit
with Instructions; rollcall No. 36: “no”—To ex-
tend expiring provisions of the USA PATRIOT
Improvement and Reauthorization Act of 2005
and Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Pre-
vention Act of 2004 relating to access to busi-
ness records, individual terrorists as agents of
foreign powers, and roving wiretaps until De-
cember 8, 2011; rollcall No. 34: “yes”—On
Approving the Journal.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. KAREN BASS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2011

Ms. BASS of California. Mr. Speaker, on
rolicall No. 36, had | been present, | would
have voted “no.”

———

HONORING JESSIE PEARL WATT
STEWART

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2011

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Ms. Jessie Pearl Watt
Stewart. Jessie Pearl Watt Stewart is the
eighth child of 12 born to the late Plummie
and Cora Yates Watt in Grenada, Mississippi
where she was reared. She attended the Gre-
nada Colored Public Elementary and High
School where she received her high school di-
ploma. Upon graduation from high school, she
matriculated in Mississippi Vocational College,
now known as Mississippi Valley State Univer-
sity, where she earned a Bachelor of Science
and a Master of Science Degree in Elemen-
tary Education. She also did further studies at
Delta State University in Cleveland, Mis-
sissippi.

It was at Mississippi Vocational College
where she met and married the late Coach
Conway Stewart, a native of Greenwood, Mis-
sissippi. To this union was given three beau-
tiful daughters, Rev. Cora Denise Stewart
Lowe, Valeria Stewart Skinner Moses and Yo-
landa Yvetta Stewart Spinks.

Jessie Stewart’s genuine love for children
and people and her respect for education
were the guiding forces that led her to a ca-
reer of teaching for more than 39 years in
Indianola, Grenada, Leflore County and
Greenwood Public Schools. Her dedication
and commitment to the successful education
for Black children and young adults of the cul-
tural, civic/moral development of Black women
were her inspiration in teaching the whole
child every facet of life. This was also instru-
mental in her organizing several young Black
women organizations, a young men’s organi-
zation, Gentlemen of Quality for high school
boys. She worked with junior and high school
girls for more than 25 years as sponsor and
counselor of a civic, social, cultural and edu-
cational club. She worked as counselor, advi-
sor and teacher of youth, and young adults, in
the Mississippi State Baptist Congress of the
Young People Department of Christian Edu-
cation for 10 years. Jessie’s love for God is
evident having served at Jones Chapel Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, as assistant secretary
for more than 40 years, President of the Mis-
sionary Society, Director of Christian Edu-
cation, Director of Baptist Training Union and
Sunday school teacher. She has always ex-
emplified strong Christian faith and gives God
all the praise for her successes.

Her leadership ability is reflected in her
service to the community, having served as
President of The Rising Sun Community Orga-
nization, which has more than 300 residents,
President of the Greenwood-Leflore Retired
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Education Personnel Association, Past Presi-
dent of the Third District, City and local Fed-
eration of Colored Women Clubs Inc., An ac-
tive Silver Star of Kappa Alpha Omega Chap-
ter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority (AKA), Past
President of the Cotillion Federation of Col-
ored Women’ Club, Board member of the Sal-
vation Army, originator and sponsor of orphan
residents of local nursing homes. She is an
active life and local member of Mississippi
Valley State University Alumni Chapter and
she has served on the United Way and Girl
Scout Boards.

She is the recipient of numerous plaques,
awards and recognitions for work in the com-
munity, schools and churches. Teacher of the
Year from Threadgill Elementary School 1978,
Teacher of the Year Dickerson Elementary
Schoo1 1991, 1993, 1994 and 1996. Employer
of the Year for Greenwood City Schools 1995,
A+ Teacher of the year 1992, Who's Who
Among American Teachers 1993, Community
Services Award for volunteers, Wesley United
Methodist Church 1997, 4-H Youth Volunteer
Award 1993, Club Woman of the Year, Mis-
sissippi State Federation of Colored Women
Third District, Cotillion Federated Club Woman
of the Year and the Greenwood Common-
wealth Newspaper Unsung Hero 2004.

She continues to work untiringly, teaching,
mentoring, guiding and providing active partici-
pation in her church, The Greenwood-Leflore
Retired Education Personnel Association, The
Rising Sun Community Organization, AKA So-
rority, schools, nursing homes and wherever
she is called.

——————

UNITED STATES RELATIONSHIP
WITH RUSSIA

HON. DAVID DREIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2011

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, last month, The
Economist exhorted Western Leaders to more
openly and consistently criticize Russia for its
sham democracy, its brutal treatment of
human rights activists and political dissidents,
and its utter disregard for the rule of law. It
was a challenge that should be taken seri-
ously.

Our approach to Russia has been charac-
terized, paradoxically, by a failure to be both
sufficiently pragmatic and sufficiently idealistic
at the same time.

Russia is a key international player with
whom we must engage. That's undeniable. It
is a permanent member of the Security Coun-
cil. It is a key actor in any united international
effort to contain Iran’s nuclear ambitions. It ex-
erts great influence in regions, such as Central
Asia, with implications for our struggle against
violent extremism in Afghanistan and else-
where. Keeping our engagement with Russia
as constructive and effective as possible is es-
sential to pursuing our vital national security
interests.

But this reality cannot preclude our commit-
ment to promote democracy around the globe
and condemn those who brutally suppress it.
We must stand up for human rights and the
rule of law, even when—especially when—
they are undermined by major international
players. We cannot remain silent when jour-
nalists and activists are killed or savagely
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beaten with impunity, while political prisoners
face years of jail time. The new guilty verdict
imposed on Mikhail Khodorkovsky late last
year makes it appear that the only crime that’s
actually punishable in the Russian Federation
is opposition to Putin.

Days after the verdict was handed flown,
opposition leader and former Prime Minister
Boris Nemtsov was arrested for participating in
a peaceful rally. He had committed the grave
offense of expressing support for the protec-
tion of constitutional rights and condemning
the sham Khodorkovsky verdict.

Hostility to the rule of law extends beyond
Russia’s own borders, as we saw in the Au-
gust 2008 invasion of our democratic ally
Georgia. Georgia’s sovereignty and territorial
integrity remains under threat today.

In our relationship with Moscow, we must
learn to balance the twin imperatives of effec-
tive engagement and criticism of gross mis-
carriages of justice. This will only become
more essential in the context of the coming
debate on Russia’s entry into the World Trade
Organization.

Russia has moved closer than ever to ac-
ceding to the WTO. We are likely to face this
prospect in the coming year and the resulting
vote on whether to extend Permanent Normal
Trade Relations. We will need to have a full
and robust debate on this issue. We will need
to ensure that PNTR is not granted until we
have confirmed that Russia has fulfilled the
basic obligations that WTO membership de-
mands.

If those obligations are met, my view is that
WTO accession would be a very positive step
forward. Bringing Russia into a rules-based
trading system would bind Moscow to the rule
of law. It would create consequences and en-
forcement mechanisms for failure to live by its
commitments. WTO membership is by no
means a panacea, particularly for systems as
deeply flawed as Russia’s. But it would be a
significant step in the right direction.

Not only would it impose the rule of law in
Russia’s trading relationships. It would dem-
onstrate that even Moscow recognizes the
value of international rules of fairness. This
should serve as a reminder that their pre-
sumed indifference to our criticism is no ex-
cuse for failing to voice that criticism. We need
to engage with Russia, but Russia also needs
to engage to with us. We cannot shy away
from taking a public stand against increasingly
brutal repression at the hands of those with
whom we have important negotiations.

Neither can we lose sight of the fact that
supporting the rule of law is not just about pro-
moting American ideals. One of the most im-
portant lessons of the last decade it that de-
mocracy strengthening is as firmly grounded in
realpolitik as it is steeped in lofty, high-minded
ideals. If our moral clarity helps to strengthen
democracy advocates in Russia, we will fur-
ther our strategic goals in the long run. A less
corrupt, less autocratic regime in Moscow will
result in a better international partner.

As Vladimir Kara Murza has written in World
Affairs, defending the rule of law is not just our
right but our duty. Last week Vladimir wrote
that statutes of the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe, to which both the
U.S. and Russia are party, make this clear.
The statutes state “issues relating to human
rights, fundamental freedoms, democracy, and
the rule of law are of international concern, as
respect for these rights and freedoms con-
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stitutes one of the foundations of the inter-
national order” and “commitments undertaken
in the field of the human dimension are mat-
ters of direct and legitimate concern to all par-
ticipating States.”

As a member of key international bodies
and an aspirant to the WTO, Russia has sub-
jected itself to international norms. The U.S.
and its Western allies must take seriously the
responsibility to hold Russia accountable for
its commitments and its actions.

The Russian people have a long and tre-
mendous history. Their government has very
tragically tried to return this great people to a
dark chapter of that history. But if we refuse
to stay silent in the face of egregious human
rights violations while constructively engaging
in key negotiations, | believe we can effec-
tively encourage positive change in Russia.

———————

RECOGNIZING MARY EVELYN
ARNOLD

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2011

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today,
along with my colleague, Representative MIKE
THOMPSON, to recognize Mary Evelyn Arnold,
who has been named the City of Sonoma’s
2011 Alcaldessa, or Honorary Mayor.

The title, “Alcalde” or “Alcaldessa” when re-
ferring to a woman, is the Spanish word for
“Mayor.” During the Spanish colonial period in
California, the Alcalde was the primary civil
authority. In modern times in the City of
Sonoma, it is an honorary title and the con-
temporary Alcalde or Alcaldessa presides over
ceremonial events for the city.

Alcaldes and Alcaldessas are nominated by
the community and are representative of indi-
viduals with a long record of volunteer work.
Ms. Arnold is no exception to this rule.

At the top of the list of Ms. Arnold volunteer
passions is the library. She has served on
both the Sonoma County Library Commission
and as Chair of the Sonoma Valley Library
Advisory Board.

She also serves as Treasurer and Chair of
the Investment Committee at Vintage House,
organizes the Wednesday cooking crew at
Meals on Wheels and bakes birthday cakes
for the WillMar Center, which offers support
and counseling for children and teens grieving
the death of a loved one.

Pets Lifeline (where she is the unofficial cat
cuddler), Kiwanis Club of Sonoma Plaza and
the AAUW Scholarship Committee round out
her volunteer community activities.

Ms. Arnold is also very active in her church,
serving on the Committee on Ministry of the
Northern California Nevada Conference of the
United Church of Christ and serves as Vice
Moderator of the First Congregational Church
of Sonoma.

Ms. Arnold moved to Sonoma County in
1987 and was the co-owner of a specialty
wine business and worked for the Wine Busi-
ness Monthly and Wine Business Insider for
several years, finishing her career with inter-
net.com.

Mr. Speaker, Mary Evelyn Arnold is the
quintessential volunteer, a dynamic and well
respected member of the community. It is
therefore appropriate that we acknowledge her
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today as the City of Sonoma’s Alcaldessa for
2011.

HONORING MICHAEL LATIKER

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2011

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Michael Latiker. Mr.
Latiker was the first born to the late Charlie
and Earnestine Latiker. He is a lifelong resi-
dent of Yazoo City, Mississippi. He attended
school in Yazoo City and graduated from
Yazoo City High School in 1977. Michael is a
man with a heart of gold. He is a selfless serv-
ant to the public, a helping hand to those in
need, a visitor of the sick, and a fierce friend.

Latiker was introduced to Christianity at an
early age by his parents. He is an active and
a most dedicated member of King Solomon
Baptist Church, where he serves on the dea-
con board and a committed usher. Besides his
Christian duties, he acquired other responsibil-
ities which include: The Outreach Program of
the community established by Herman Leach,
The King Solomon Male Choir, softball coach
of males at Roy Capernella Park (ages 6
through 14), Yazoo Brotherhood and mentor
for the youth as well as his children Roderick
Miguel, Verneda, and Eureka.

Michael’s work never ends without a loving
smile. No task for him has ever been too enor-
mous. The philosophy he shares, “Never too
early; Never too late, Just call.” He has af-
fected and changed the lives of many people
and has made the community a better place in
which to live. With his faith in Christ, he in a
portrait true of brotherhood.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2011

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
was unavoidable detained in my district and
missed several votes on February 14, 2011.
Had | been present, | would have voted “yea”
on rollcall No. 35, the Motion to Recommit
with Instructions, and “no” on rollcall No. 36,
final passage of H.R. 514.

———

IN HONOR OF PRESIDENT GEORGE
HW. BUSH ACCEPTING THE
PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL OF FREE-
DOM

HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2011

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
today President George H.W. Bush accepted
the Presidential Medal of Freedom from Presi-
dent Obama.

President Bush, dubbed “41,” and | share
the common bond very few combat veterans
have experienced. We both were shot down
while flying for our country. | am thrilled to re-
port that he had a better experience after the
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