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women and their children, like $758 
million from the WIC program and $1 
billion from Head Start. The long-term 
impact of these cuts is clear: prohib-
iting access to family planning serv-
ices. So guess what happens? Then de-
nying food for the child and denying 
access to preschool. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1 recklessly cuts 
spending at the expense of our eco-
nomic recovery and job creation; nor 
does the Republican plan put us on a 
sustainable path to deficit reduction. 

I urge my colleagues to vote against 
this job-cutting, fiscally irresponsible 
spending bill. 

f 

WE ALL NEED TO GET INTO THE 
BOAT TOGETHER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. DREIER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise this 
morning to congratulate President 
Obama for what I believe were the 
most important words that came from 
his press conference that he delivered 
yesterday when he said we all need to 
get into the boat together. Now, he was 
referring, of course, to the challenge of 
entitlement spending. 

I listened to my California colleague 
talk about her priorities when it comes 
to dealing with budget issues. We are 
in the midst of a debate right now that 
will take place later today, and obvi-
ously it went into early this morning, 
on the continuing resolution and the 
challenges we face there. We are look-
ing at making cuts that are important 
and need to take place. But, Mr. Speak-
er, they pale in comparison to the chal-
lenge that we face of dealing with enti-
tlement spending. 

When the President said we all need 
to get into that boat together, what he 
meant was, it was very clear, we need 
to work together in a bipartisan way. 
And there are all kinds of challenges 
that have been put before us and horror 
stories as it relates to entitlement 
spending. And there is a tendency on 
both sides of the aisle, when it comes 
to dealing with the issue of entitle-
ment spending, to point the finger of 
blame at the other party. That’s why I 
was particularly pleased that just re-
cently the former chairman of the Sen-
ate Budget Committee, our colleague 
Pete Domenici, along with the former 
Director of the Congressional Budget 
Office, Alice Rivlin, have been meeting 
with leaders of both political parties, 
talking about the imperative of dealing 
with the issue of entitlement reform. 

As we look at the debate that’s tak-
ing place right now, Mr. Speaker, on 
the discretionary spending that is be-
fore us and juxtapose that to the mas-
sive, massive spending as we look as 
far as the eye can see when it comes to 
Social Security, Medicare, and other 
entitlement spending, I believe that if 
we can deal with entitlement spending, 
we will be able to have resources to ad-
dress priorities that I know my Cali-
fornia colleague and other colleagues 

on both sides of the aisle share. So 
that’s why I think that it’s important 
for both the left and the right to come 
together and recognize that the prob-
lems that exist with entitlement 
spending need to be addressed in a bi-
partisan way. They can be addressed in 
a bipartisan way. And in so doing, we 
will be ensuring that future genera-
tions are not going to face this tremen-
dous debt burden. 

We’ll be addressing the issue that the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
Admiral Mike Mullen, has said is our 
number one national security threat, 
and that is the looming national debt. 
I believe that we will be able to let the 
American people know that we do 
have, as a priority, a desire to work to-
gether to resolve the very important 
problems that lie ahead. 

f 

A HUMAN AND CIVIL RIGHTS 
CRISIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GUTIERREZ. I rise today to 
bring the urgent attention of the U.S. 
House of Representatives to a human 
rights and civil rights crisis. I want to 
talk to you today about a part of the 
world where the rights of citizens of all 
walks of life to protest and speak their 
minds is being denied with clubs and 
pepper spray; a part of the world where 
a student strike led the university to 
ban student protests anywhere, any-
time on campus; and where, when the 
students protested the crackdown on 
free speech, they were violently at-
tacked by heavily armed riot police; a 
place where a newspaper editorial stat-
ed, ‘‘The indiscriminate aggression of 
police riot squads against students who 
are exercising their constitutional 
rights in public areas is a gross viola-
tion of their rights and an act com-
parable only to the acts of the dicta-
torships we all denounce and reject’’; a 
place where the government has closed 
public access to some legislative ses-
sions just like this one. 

I ask this Congress to look at a part 
of the world where the Bar Association 
has been dismantled by the legislature 
and its leader has been jailed for fight-
ing a politically motivated lawsuit. 
And where is this part of the world? 
Egypt? No. Protesters exercising free-
dom of speech brought down a dictator 
in Cairo last week. What far away land 
has seen student protests banned, 
union protesters beaten, and free 
speech advocates jailed? The United 
States of America’s colony of Puerto 
Rico. Sound outrageous? It is. But 
true, and well documented. 

I ask my colleagues in the U.S. House 
of Representatives to turn their eyes to 
Puerto Rico. The doors of the U.S. Con-
gress are open. Our proceedings are 
public. In fact, the public is our boss, 
and that’s how it works in a democ-
racy. Across America today, I am sure 
there will be protests at college cam-
puses. Across America, workers will go 

on strike, and there will be marches 
and protests against mayors and Gov-
ernors and derogatory things said, even 
about President Obama. 

In Madison, Wisconsin, as we speak, 
protests over employment policies and 
budget cuts at the University of Wis-
consin are taking place. College and 
even high school students have been 
joined by union members and their al-
lies in peaceful protests on the streets 
across the State of Wisconsin. Will we 
see pepper spray and beatings? Not 
likely. The protesters will be protected 
by the First Amendment to our Con-
stitution. And that’s the way it works 
in a democracy. It is their right to say 
whatever they want and say it without 
fear of pepper spray or clubs or a legis-
lature that limits and restricts the 
people’s rights. 

In the 50 States, we have lots of orga-
nizations not unlike the Puerto Rican 
Bar Association, an organization under 
attack by the government, and we 
don’t tolerate its leaders being sent to 
jail because they exercise their rights 
and they stand up for what they be-
lieve in. But that’s not the reality in 
Puerto Rico. 

Just last week, Judge Fuste, a Fed-
eral judge with close ties to the ruling 
party and a personal history of oppos-
ing the Puerto Rican Bar Association, 
this Federal judge whose salary is paid 
for by the taxpayers of America, or-
dered Osvaldo Toledo, the president of 
the Puerto Rican Bar Association, to 
jail. And what was Mr. Toledo’s crime? 
Educating his members on how to opt 
out of a politically motivated lawsuit 
designed to destroy the Bar Associa-
tion. For me, this attack was the final 
straw that brought me to the floor to 
speak out today. 

So, in solidarity with Osvaldo To-
ledo, jailed for doing his job as the 
leader of the Puerto Rican Bar Associa-
tion, I will enter into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD today the instructions 
for his members on how to opt out of 
the class action lawsuit that is threat-
ening the viability of the Bar Associa-
tion. 

I will say to those who would pass 
laws to stifle public protest, to those 
who would authorize the use of force 
against peaceful protesters, and to sti-
fle the words and actions of their en-
emies, attacking free speech has no 
place in a democracy, and a Federal 
judge like Fuste should know better. 

Here is a fact that most of us learned 
a long time ago: Brutal laws, secret 
meetings, armed enforcers don’t extin-
guish the flame of justice; they are the 
spark that makes it burn even bright-
er. You may, with your armed guards 
and your restrictive laws, try to slow 
down the protests of the people of 
Puerto Rico. You may harass the Puer-
to Rican Bar Association and make 
their life uncomfortable for a while. 
And every time you turn police on stu-
dents and jail an opponent, you guar-
antee that the good people of Puerto 
Rico and this Congress will speak out. 

Mr. Speaker, I say to the people of 
Puerto Rico, there are some places 
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