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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The aforementioned tally has been
changed to reflect the above order.)

VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I was
necessarily absent for the following
votes: (1) vote in relation to Coburn
amendment No. 91 to decrease the Fed-
eral share of project costs under air-
port improvement program for nonpri-
mary airports; (2) vote in relation to
Coburn amendment No. 80 to limit es-
sential air service to locations that are
100 or more miles away from the near-
est medium or large hub airport; (3)
vote in relation to Coburn amendment
No. 81 to limit essential air service to
locations that average 10 or more
enplanements per day; (4) vote on
Leahy-Inhofe amendment No. 50 to
amend title 1 of the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to
include nonprofits and volunteer
ground and air ambulance crew mem-
bers and first responders for certain
benefits, and to clarify the liability
protection for volunteer pilots that fly
for public benefits; and (5) final passage
of the FAA reauthorization act, S. 223.

Had I attended today’s session, I
would have voted (1) to oppose Coburn
amendment No. 91 or to support any
motion to lay that amendment on the
table; (2) to oppose Coburn amendment
No. 80 or to support any motion to lay
that amendment on the table; (3) to op-
pose Coburn amendment No. 81 or to
support any motion to lay that amend-
ment on the table; (4) to support
Leahy-Inhofe amendment No. 50; and
(5) to support final passage of the FAA
reauthorization act, S. 223.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to a period for the trans-
action of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

THANKING STAFF

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
before we wrap this up entirely, there
is just a couple of people I want to
thank. I particularly want to thank my
ranking member, whom I refer to as
my cochair, Senator KAY BAILEY
HuTcHISON, for her incredibly hard,
smart, indefatigable commitment and
pure determination to see this bill
through. I could not have asked for a
better partner on this bill or as a part-
ner on the Commerce Committee. We
work in sync. It doesn’t mean we have
to agree on everything, but it happens
we usually do.

I know, and our colleagues should
know, this bill simply would not have
happened without her hard work, with-
out her negotiating skills everywhere,
constantly. She was tenacious in get-
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ting a lot of deals done on what was
the most contentious issue, slots. She
was patient and she was fair. I want my
colleagues and the whole world to
know how much I admire her as a per-
son and as a professional, and I am
grateful she has applied her consider-
able expertise and legislative savvy to
this effort.

I also want to take a moment to tell
my colleagues that I am very dis-
appointed that Senator HUTCHISON has
chosen not to seek reelection. She has
been a model public servant—she is a
model public servant—who has made a
real difference in the lives of Ameri-
cans. She has made Texas proud. The
Senate will be worse off without her.
The Commerce Committee will be
worse off without her. The aviation
world will be worse off without her.
Most importantly, the people of Texas
will miss her talent and her clear abil-
ity to represent their interests at the
Federal level. She is amazing.

I will reluctantly not begrudge her
the opportunity to bring her consider-
able talents to her post-Senate life,
which she fully deserves. But I have
her as my partner in the Commerce
Committee for 2 more years, and for
that I am very grateful. We have 2
more years to team up and see what we
can accomplish together and as a com-
mittee. We have a full agenda, and this
bill is just the first of what I hope will
be many joint successes in this Con-
gress.

I want to take a few minutes to
thank the staff who have worked so in-
credibly hard on this bill. The issues
we deal with are very difficult. Some-
times they are very boring. And some-
times they are just persistent. You
have to scratch them all the time.
They are always arcane. We would not
be able to do our jobs without the as-
sistance of a very dedicated and smart
staff on both sides of the aisle.

I am going to start with Senator
HuTcHISON’s staff first. I would like to
thank Jarrod Thompson, Senator
HUTCHISON’s lead aviation staffer, who
worked seamlessly with my staff. Such
is not always the case in this body. The
importance of his work on this bill can-
not be overstated. He managed every
issue in this bill with a calm profes-
sionalism that made a challenging
process a lot easier.

I would also like to thank her staff
director, Ann Begeman, who is truly a
gem—that is called a jewel. Ann has
been nominated to be Commissioner on
the Surface Transportation Board, and
she is going to be a great asset to that
commission. The committee will con-
sider her nomination soon. Not trying
to look ahead too far, I hate the
thought of losing her, but she is going
to make a fantastic Commissioner.

Finally, I would like to recognize the
work of Brian Hendricks, whose fierce
tenacity was essential to getting this
bill done. He was instrumental in
quietly working away, constantly get-
ting things done.

For my part, I am fortunate to have
a tremendous staff, too—in my State,
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in my personal office, and on the com-
mittee. I am genuinely lucky I have
managed to hold on to a very talented
group of people who each fundamen-
tally appreciate it is a privilege to be
in public service. If you don’t have that
instinct, you are not going to do a lot
around here.

The staff of the aviation sub-
committee is truly exceptional because
Gael Sullivan never seeks recognition.
I want to spend a minute on giving him
the enormous credit and recognition he
deserves. Gael Sullivan has spent 10
years on the subcommittee and almost
20 years as a staffer on the Commerce
Committee. He knows everything there
is to know about aviation. He works
enormously hard day in and day out,
whether we are on the floor or just try-
ing to solve a problem of a rural air-
port or a small community depending
on Essential Air Service. Gael is here
because he is absolutely dedicated to
making a difference. He has been crit-
ical to every aviation bill that we have
tried on this committee. His hard work
has helped produce a safer and more ef-
ficient air traffic control system and a
more secure aviation system.

Working with Gael is Rich Swayze.
Rich is an aviation expert as well.
From his Ph.D. thesis on air service to
his work at GAO, Rich has developed
his aviation expertise and the com-
mittee and my Senate colleagues have
benefitted from that. They may not
know that, but they have. Rich has put
countless hours into this bill over the
last 3 years. He has worked tirelessly
on helping resolve the thorniest of
issues, such as, for example, slots.

Adam Duffy is the third member of
my aviation team. Adam Kkeeps the
subcommittee running. Besides helping
draft briefing materials for the bill and
preparing points for the floor, he has
done yeomen’s work managing the
paper—the amendments—and making
sure I had what I needed. His is not a
glamorous job at times, but sometimes
those are the most important jobs of
all.

Finally, there is James Reid. James
Reid, for many years, has been a senior
adviser to me on Commerce Committee
issues—both in my office in the Hart
Building and at the committee—in-
cluding aviation. He has been the dep-
uty staff director of the Commerce
Committee since I became chair, and I
don’t know what I would do without
him—Iliterally don’t know.

I have known James for many years.
I know how smart he is. The tragedy of
how things get done is that staff is
never recognized for who they really
are—the group who puts all of it to-
gether—and how funny he is. Now, it is
an art form to get to the funny part,
but he is one of the funniest people I
know, and he has a good heart. I still
marvel at the sheer skill he has.
Whether it is working through the de-
tails of a vexing legislative dilemma or
thinking through the best strategic
maneuver to achieve success, James
can do it all. I totally rely on him. I
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am so grateful for his willingness to
sacrifice more lucrative opportunities,
as so many of our staff are willing to
do, to make the Commerce Committee
work. I know the entire staff feels the
same way I do.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
BEGICH). The Senator from Texas.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I
thank my colleague, Senator ROCKE-
FELLER, for the wonderful words about
myself, about both of our staffs, and
suffice it to say, I think the leadership
that comes from the top—Senator
ROCKEFELLER, as chairman of the Com-
merce Committee—has put together a
staff and a mandate for all of us such
that we are going to be a productive
committee, we are going to work to-
gether, and we are going to shoot
straight. And that is exactly what our
staffs do, and it is what we do.

The reason we get along so well and
have done so much is that we may not
agree on every issue, but we try to help
each other in a way that achieves the
overall goal we both want. Then we
have the room to differ on specific
ways to get there. So it is a pleasure to
be the ranking member of the Com-
merce Committee, and I do feel that I
am a full partner. Even though I am
not the chairman of the committee, I
do feel like the vice chairman. So I
thank the chairman.

I think we have accomplished so
much tonight. We haven’t passed, on
final passage, this bill, but the author-
ization bill that preceded this one was
passed in 2007, and we have had 18
short-term extensions. The FAA runs
our aviation system in this country. It
is responsible for the safety, it is re-
sponsible for consumer protection, and
it is responsible for managing the air
traffic in this country and managing
the fund that helps airports with infra-
structure. So short-term extensions
don’t work in infrastructure and in the
areas where there has to be long-term
planning. We have been trying to start
the process of the long-term planning
for the next generation of air traffic
control systems since 2007. Tonight, we
have passed a major hurdle.

The House is going along on the same
track to pass an FAA reauthorization,
and I believe we will pass the final bill,
I hope, before the short-term extension
runs out at the end of March. That will
be our goal. I think because we have
come together on this bill, we have a
good chance of doing that.

I think having the first major bill on
the floor in this session of Congress
was a big test, and I want to commend
our leaders, HARRY REID and MITCH
McCoONNELL, for the way it was han-
dled. HARRY REID let the process work.
We had plenty of time for amendments.
Senator MCCONNELL was very helpful
in ensuring that amendments were not
an overload. There was no attempt to
filibuster this bill. I think this is the
way we ought to proceed for the next 2
years, and I think we have made a
great start with this bill. People have

(Mr.
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had their say, they have had their de-
bate time, and that, I hope, is the way
the Senate will resume.

I do want to say there were tough
issues. The perimeter rule around
Washington Reagan National Airport
was the biggest sticking point, and it
took a lot of give on all sides to assure
that the relaxation of the perimeter
rule, through exemptions, was done in
a way that, I believe, will not hurt any
of the stakeholders. I believe there is a
balance. I believe we will have more
western Senators and their constitu-
ents who will be able to have direct ac-
cess to National Airport. I think we
have done right by the airlines that are
incumbent carriers at Washington Na-
tional, and we have made room for new
entrants into Washington National,
but it was very difficult.

I just want to single out a few people
who made huge contributions to this
success: Senator KYL from Arizona and
Senator ENSIGN from Nevada. They
represented the western interests so
well. They know aviation and they
knew what we could do and we have
made great progress.

I will also commend Senator WYDEN,
from Oregon, and Senator CANTWELL,
who is going to be the new chairman of
the Aviation Subcommittee in the
Commerce Committee. They both rep-
resented the Northwest and Alaska
very well. Senator BEGICH and Senator
MURKOWSKI also did so much to help us
thread the needle that would be a bal-
anced bill.

Then there was Senator WARNER, who
also had a different interest and that
was to protect his constituents from
congestion around Washington Na-
tional. I think we were able to accom-
modate the needs of the people who
live around National Airport as well,
through the leadership of Senator WAR-
NER. It took a lot of negotiation to get
there. That is why this bill took sev-
eral weeks to do.

I am very proud and pleased that we
have done this. I too want to recognize
the staffs, without whom none of us
could do the research and the detail
work that is necessary. I will start
with Senator ROCKEFELLER’S Demo-
cratic Commerce staff. Ellen Doneski
runs the Senate majority on the Com-
merce Committee. She is a joy. She
and Ann Begeman, who runs the Re-
publican side, are truly colleagues who
can shoot straight. There are never
surprises. We trust each other. We
don’t always agree. The answer is not
always ‘‘yes.” But the answer is
straight. That is what you need when
you are working together to achieve
results.

James Reid, on this bill—I didn’t
know he was funny because, frankly,
there hasn’t been much fun for the last
2 weeks. But I am glad to know that we
have a personality trait that I am
going to get to learn. But I did know he
is smart. I did know he was very help-
ful in the capability to work things out
with the many amendments and needs
of all of our colleagues when it is a big
bill.
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Gael Sullivan, Rich Swayze, Bruce
Andrews, and Adam Duffy all helped in
this effort.

I thank the floor staffs from both
sides. They are the ones who are sit-
ting in front of us right now. They have
been sitting in front of us about 9
o’clock every night that we have been
on this bill. I thank Tim Mitchell,
Gary Mpyrick, Tricia Engle on the ma-
jority staff. On our side, I know we
couldn’t do without Dave Schiappa,
Laura Dove, Jody Hernandez, and all
the cloakroom staff. Honestly, I have
to say the floor staff makes the trains
run on time. They also work things out
sometimes so we do not even have to
do it. I appreciate so much all that you
all do. You are the wind beneath our
wings.

I thank, also, on our side Senator
McCoNNELL’s staff, Scott Raab, who is
the aviation Commerce Committee
staff person. We appreciate his efforts
to help us keep things on track for the
leader.

Then my own Senate Commerce
Committee staff. This is why I want to
say that we have a great Commerce
Committee staff, some of whom will be
leaving. This may be their final
achievement. I am very pleased they
are going to leave on such a high.

Ann Begeman is the chief of our
Commerce Committee staff. As the
chairman pointed out, she has been
given a great position, a promotion.
She has been appointed to be a Com-
missioner on the Surface Transpor-
tation Board. She is going to do a great
job. In fact, I think she is accusing us
of holding up her hearing because we
like her so much. But she is going to,
in fact, have a hearing in the next cou-
ple of weeks. I know she will be con-
firmed because everyone who works
with her knows what a great manager
and a great leader she has been on our
staff.

I want to thank Brian Hendricks.
Brian was described by the chairman as
quietly effective—and we all started
laughing on the back bench because
Brian is a tiger. We need his brilliance
and his tenacity in all of the major
things we do on the Commerce Com-
mittee. In fact, Brian is going to be the
new incoming Chief of Staff of the Re-
publican Commerce Committee when
Ann Begeman takes her new position
at the Surface Transportation Board.
He has earned this by leading us
through some of the toughest times,
not only this bill, where he was a help,
but also taking the lead on the NASA
bill that we also passed through our
committee. The NASA authorization
bill, that was passed through the Com-
merce Committee through the leader-
ship of Brian Hendricks of all of us on
the Commerce Committee, is saving
America’s position in space explo-
ration. We could not have done it with-
out Brian Hendricks. I will never forget
the contribution he has made to Amer-
ica. He is going to be with us for a long
time to come as well.

Jarrod Thompson was the lead on
this bill. As the chairman said, we
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could not have done it without Jarrod.
He knows aviation backward and for-
ward. There is not a question that was
ever asked about what the rules were,
what the law was, who was at every
airport—he knew. He has been the
aviation committee clerk through the
relaxation of the Wright amendment
restrictions around Love Field and
DFW Airport. When we started on this
bill and we got to the perimeter rule at
Washington National, it was as though
Jarrod Thompson had been through
this before. He knew what restrictions
were and how you could ease them in a
balanced way. It was in fact Jarrod
who came up with the way forward
when we were at a complete impasse at
9 o’clock last night. He is essential to
our team as well.

Nick Rossi, a very important part of
our staff, is also getting a promotion.
SUSAN COLLINS has stolen him from our
staff to make him Staff Director at
Homeland Security. We never argue
when people are promoted. We will
miss him very much because he has
been an invaluable member of the Com-
merce Committee staff. He will do a
great job running the Homeland Secu-
rity Committee, the Republican side of
that committee staff.

Patrick Mullane is going to be mov-
ing over to the Budget Committee. He
was a great help. He knows transpor-
tation backward and forward.

Todd Bertoson is a great member of
our team who is staying with us and
will continue to contribute so much
with his expertise in marine and ocean,
which is another part of our Commerce
Committee jurisdiction.

I am very pleased we have been able
to achieve a great bill that I know is
taking us the next step toward the re-
authorization bill that is going to put
the FAA, our air traffic control sys-
tem, our consumer protections, and our
safety in the place where they ought to
be.

I thank the chairman for his leader-
ship and I yield the floor.

———

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
RULES OF PROCEDURE

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary has adopted
rules governing its procedures for the
112th Congress. Pursuant to Rule
XXVI, paragraph 2, of the Standing
Rules for the Senate, I ask unanimous
consent to have printed in the RECORD
a copy of the committee rules.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

RULES OF PROCEDURE UNITED STATES
SENATE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
I. MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE

1. Meetings of the Committee may be
called by the Chairman as he may deem nec-
essary on three days’ notice of the date,
time, place and subject matter of the meet-
ing, or in the alternative with the consent of
the Ranking Minority Member, or pursuant
to the provision of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, as amended.
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2. Unless a different date and time are set
by the Chairman pursuant to (1) of this sec-
tion, Committee meetings shall be held be-
ginning at 10:00 a.m. on Thursdays the Sen-
ate is in session, which shall be the regular
meeting day for the transaction of business.

3. At the request of any member, or by ac-
tion of the Chairman, a bill, matter, or nom-
ination on the agenda of the Committee may
be held over until the next meeting of the
Committee or for one week, whichever oc-
curs later.

II. HEARINGS OF THE COMMITTEE

1. The Committee shall provide a public
announcement of the date, time, place and
subject matter of any hearing to be con-
ducted by the Committee or any Sub-
committee at least seven calendar days prior
to the commencement of that hearing, un-
less the Chairman with the consent of the
Ranking Minority Member determines that
good cause exists to begin such hearing at an
earlier date. Witnesses shall provide a writ-
ten statement of their testimony and cur-
riculum vitae to the Committee at least 24
hours preceding the hearings in as many cop-
ies as the Chairman of the Committee or
Subcommittee prescribes.

2. In the event 14 calendar days’ notice of
a hearing has been made, witnesses appear-
ing before the Committee, including any wit-
ness representing a Government agency,
must file with the Committee at least 48
hours preceding appearance written state-
ments of their testimony and curriculum
vitae in as many copies as the Chairman of
the Committee or Subcommittee prescribes.

3. In the event a witness fails timely to file
the written statement in accordance with
this rule, the Chairman may permit the wit-
ness to testify, or deny the witness the privi-
lege of testifying before the Committee, or
permit the witness to testify in response to
questions from Senators without the benefit
of giving an opening statement.

III. QUORUMS

1. Six Members of the Committee, actually
present, shall constitute a quorum for the
purpose of discussing business. Eight Mem-
bers of the Committee, including at least
two Members of the minority, shall con-
stitute a quorum for the purpose of
transacting business. No bill, matter, or
nomination shall be ordered reported from
the Committee, however, unless a majority
of the Committee is actually present at the
time such action is taken and a majority of
those present support the action taken.

2. For the purpose of taking down sworn
testimony, a quorum of the Committee and
each Subcommittee thereof, now or here-
after appointed, shall consist of one Senator.

IV. BRINGING A MATTER TO A VOTE

The Chairman shall entertain a non-debat-
able motion to bring a matter before the
Committee to a vote. If there is objection to
bring the matter to a vote without further
debate, a roll call vote of the Committee
shall be taken, and debate shall be termi-
nated if the motion to bring the matter to a
vote without further debate passes with ten
votes in the affirmative, one of which must
be cast by the minority.

V. AMENDMENTS

1. Provided at least seven calendars days’
notice of the agenda is given, and the text of
the proposed bill or resolution has been made
available at least seven calendar days in ad-
vance, it shall not be in order for the Com-
mittee to consider any amendment in the
first degree proposed to any measure under
consideration by the Committee unless such
amendment has been delivered to the office
of the Committee and circulated via e-mail
to each of the offices by at least 5:00 p.m. the
day prior to the scheduled start of the meet-
ing.
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2. It shall be in order, without prior notice,
for a Member to offer a motion to strike a
single section of any bill, resolution, or
amendment under consideration.

3. The time limit imposed on the filing of
amendments shall apply to no more than
three bills identified by the Chairman and
included on the Committee’s legislative
agenda.

4. This section of the rule may be waived
by agreement of the Chairman and the Rank-
ing Minority Member.

VI. PROXY VOTING

When a recorded vote is taken in the Com-
mittee on any bill, resolution, amendment,
or any other question, a quorum being
present, Members who are unable to attend
the meeting may submit votes by proxy, in
writing or by telephone, or through personal
instructions. A proxy must be specific with
respect to the matters it addresses.

VII. SUBCOMMITTEES

1. Any Member of the Committee may sit
with any Subcommittee during its hearings
or any other meeting, but shall not have the
authority to vote on any matter before the
Subcommittee unless a Member of such Sub-
committee.

2. Subcommittees shall be considered de
novo whenever there is a change in the Sub-
committee chairmanship and seniority on
the particular Subcommittee shall not nec-
essarily apply.

3. Except for matters retained at the full
Committee, matters shall be referred to the
appropriate Subcommittee or Subcommit-
tees by the Chairman, except as agreed by a
majority vote of the Committee or by the
agreement of the Chairman and the Ranking
Minority Member.

4. Provided all members of the Sub-
committee consent, a bill or other matter
may be polled out of the Subcommittee. In
order to be polled out of a Subcommittee, a
majority of the members of the Sub-
committee who vote must vote in favor of re-
porting the bill or matter to the Committee.

VIII. ATTENDANCE RULES

1. Official attendance at all Committee
business meetings of the Committee shall be
kept by the Committee Clerk. Official at-
tendance at all Subcommittee business
meetings shall be kept by the Subcommittee
Clerk.

2. Official attendance at all hearings shall
be kept, provided that Senators are notified
by the Committee Chairman and Ranking
Minority Member, in the case of Committee
hearings, and by the Subcommittee Chair-
man and Ranking Minority Member, in the
case of Subcommittee Hearings, 48 hours in
advance of the hearing that attendance will
be taken; otherwise, no attendance will be
taken. Attendance at all hearings is encour-
aged.

————

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE RULES
OF PROCEDURE

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the rules of
the Committee on Finance for the
112th Congress be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
I. RULES OF PROCEDURE

Rule 1. Regular Meeting Days.—The regular
meeting day of the committee shall be the
second and fourth Tuesday of each month,
except that if there be no business before the
committee the regular meeting shall be
omitted.
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