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from 1970 to 1988, he served as president
of the California State University at
Long Beach. During that period of
time, he was named one of the 100 most
effective college presidents in the
country.

Mr. Speaker, then he joined us here
as a Member of Congress, serving for
five terms. He was an individual who
spent a great deal of time and effort fo-
cusing on issues. In fact, one of the
great stories about Steve Horn I heard
from his former staff member, who I'm
happy to say when he left came to
work for me, Alisa Do, who was his leg-
islative assistant, now my legislative
director—she told me of how they
would often be looking for Congress-
man Horn. There were votes taking
place here in the House, and he was
over in the Library of Congress, didn’t
have a pager with him—we didn’t have
BlackBerrys at the time. And yet he
was over there in the library studying,
trying to get more and more informa-
tion and develop his knowledge.

He also was someone who never hesi-
tated to go against the grain. He served
on the Government Operations Com-
mittee—government reform was a pri-
ority for him—and Transportation. He
represented the Long Beach area, and
he understood that 40 percent of the
goods going to and from the consumers
and workers of the United States go
through the ports of Long Beach and
Los Angeles, and he was always dedi-
cated to ensuring that that was a very
high priority. And he had this great
focus on reforming and improving the
operations of the Federal Government.

Mr. Speaker, he was an institution-
alist. He loved this body, under-
standing that the deliberative nature
of service here and of our work is very
important and can’t be forgotten.

Steve leaves his wonderful wife,
Nini—they were married for 57 years—
two children, and one grandchild. And
I've got to say that I miss his advice,
counsel, friendship, and camaraderie.

I would now like to, in the spirit of
bipartisanship, yield to my friend from
Manhattan (Mrs. MALONEY), who served
with him on the Government Reform
Committee.

Mrs. MALONEY. I thank the gen-
tleman.

I rise in tribute to Representative
Steve Horn. He was a thoughtful, dedi-
cated, honorable man who built his
record on bipartisan cooperation and
commitment to good government.

He was a legislator’s legislator. He
was deeply committed to doing the
right thing, writing the right bill, get-
ting it passed. And he was also a very
good friend of mine. He came with his
wife and visited me in my home in New
York. I went to visit him in his dis-
trict, the district that he loved and was
totally dedicated to.

During his 10 years of service here in
the House of Representatives we
worked together on the Oversight and
Government Reform Committee. He
chaired the Subcommittee on Govern-
ment Management, Information and
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Technology for 6 years, and I was the
ranking member with him. So not only
was he dedicated to running govern-
ment better, saving taxpayers money,
but he also legislated and passed many
important bills.

He helped me pass a bill that I au-
thored, the Nazi War Crimes Disclosure
Act, which we worked on together for
roughly 7 years—it took us that long to
pass it. A book has been written about
that process and the bill, and what it
has done to help in problem-solving
now as we confront delicate issues
going forward.
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The first hearing on the Debbie
Smith bill, which has been called the
most important anti-rape bill in the
history of our country, was in his com-
mittee where Debbie Smith testified
about her rape, the fact that no one
was reacting to it. And this whole ef-
fort, including that hearing that he
chaired, was made into a movie called
“A Life Interrupted” and how DNA has
been used to put rapists behind bars.

He was a dedicated, wonderful per-
son. He also chaired the Arts Caucus
and worked hard for its funding.

In a time when we talk about biparti-
sanship, Steve Horn was the real deal:
a bipartisan problem-solver. He wanted
to get the problems solved. He wanted
to help this country, help his commu-
nity. He was devoted to his wife and
two children and grandchild. He was
just a great guy.

Mr. DREIER. I thank my friend for
her very thoughtful contribution.

Mr. Speaker, I just want to say that
our thoughts and prayers are with Nini
and their wonderful family.

———

FOOD SECURITY IS NATIONAL
SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, at the
end of January, the United Nations re-
ported that the cost of basic food com-
modities—basic grains, vegetable oils,
sugar—were at their highest levels
since the U.N. created this index in
1990.

Two weeks ago, World Bank Presi-
dent Robert Zoellick announced that
the Bank’s food price index shows food
prices are now 29 percent higher than
they were a year ago. Zoellick warned
the G-20 to put food first when they
next meet.

The World Bank estimates that these
recent food price spikes have pushed
about 44 million people into extreme
poverty. That’s under $1.25 a day.

This is a global security crisis.

The lack of food security contributes
to political instability. Food was a pri-
mary reason people first took to the
streets in Tunisia. Food and poverty
were right at the top of the list in the
squares of Egypt right next to the call
for political freedom.
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In 2007 to 2008, the last global food
crisis, there were major food riots in
nearly 40 countries. In May 2008, my
fellow cochair of the House Hunger
Caucus, Congresswoman JO ANN EMER-
SON, and I were briefed by the GAO
about the lack of coordination and con-
tinuity in U.S. food and development
programs. We started calling for a
comprehensive approach to address
global hunger and food insecurity.

Now, thanks in large part to the ef-
forts and leadership of Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton and USAID Di-
rector Raj Shah, the U.S. Government
responded to that call and, over a 2-
year period of time, initiated a com-
prehensive, government-wide approach
to reduce global hunger and increase
nutrition and food security—not be-
cause it feels good, not even because
it’s the right and moral thing to do,
but because it’s in our national secu-
rity and economic interest to make
countries’ food secure, more produc-
tive, healthier, and more stable.

This strategy is known as the Global
Hunger and Food Security Initiative. It
includes our bilateral programs and ef-
forts with other governments and mul-
tilateral institutions. To be successful,
everyone has to pitch in.

Feed the Future is the signature pro-
gram of the U.S. strategy. It works
with small farmers and governments to
increase agricultural production and
strengthen local and regional markets
in order to reduce hunger and grow
economies.

Other key elements include the
McGovern-Dole Food for Education and
Child Nutrition Program that brings
kids to school and keeps them there by
making sure that they get at least one
nutritious meal each day at school.
This program has proven to be espe-
cially effective in convincing families
to send their daughters to school.

And finally, there is our Food for
Peace Program, which provides food to
millions of women, children, and men
caught in life-threatening situations
brought on by natural disasters, war,
and internal conflict. This program
provides U.S.-grown commodities and
locally purchased foods that literally
keep people trying to survive in the
world’s most dangerous situations
alive.

Mr. Speaker, I have never heard any-
one say that they would like to see
more hunger in the world, that they
would like to see children too weak
from hunger to be able to learn, or
young girls forced to work long hours
because they no longer are being fed at
school. But that’s exactly what the
budget cuts that passed the House 1
week ago would do.

The House cut $800 million out of the
food aid budget and over 40 percent
from the development assistance,
which is where Feed the Future is
funded. If these shortsighted and, quite
frankly, callous cuts are allowed to
stand, we would literally be taking the
food out of the mouths of over 2 mil-
lion children. We would be depriving
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over 18 million people the food that
keeps them alive in Haiti, Darfur, Af-
ghanistan, Guatemala, Ethiopia,
Kenya, and elsewhere. We would be
turning our backs on countries where
we made commitments to help boost
the production of their own small
farmers so they could finally free
themselves of having to depend on U.S.
and international food aid to feed their
own people.

Enough, Mr. Speaker, enough.

This isn’t a question of charity. It’s
an issue of national security, of what
happens when desperate people can’t
find or afford food, and the anger that
comes from people who see no future
for their children except poverty and
death.

I ask President Obama to stand up
for his programs and fight for them. I
ask the White House to hold a global
summit on hunger, nutrition, and food
security. I ask the media to wake up
and grasp the consequences of these
shortsighted cuts. And I ask my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to
fund these programs so they can be
successful. It really is a matter of life
and death.

[From the New York Times, Feb. 24, 2011.]

THE FooD CRISIS

Food prices are soaring to record levels,
threatening many developing countries with
mass hunger and political instability. Fi-
nance ministers of the Group of 20 leading
economies discussed the problem at a meet-
ing in Paris last week, but for all of their ex-
pressed concern, most are already breaking
their promises to help.

After the last sharp price spike in 2008, the
G—20 promised to invest $22 billion over three
years to help vulnerable countries boost food
production. To date, the World Bank fund
that is supposed to administer this money
has received less than $400 million.

Food prices are now higher than their 2008
peak, driven by rising demand in developing
countries and volatile weather, including
drought in Russia and Ukraine and a dry
spell in North China that threatens the crop
of the world’s largest wheat producer. The
World Bank says the spike has pushed 44 mil-
lion people into extreme poverty just since
June.

In 2008, 30 countries had food riots. That
has not happened, at least not yet. Sub-Sa-
haran Africa, in particular, has benefited
from improved agricultural productivity.
The United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization warns that Mozambique, Ugan-
da, Mali, Niger and Somalia are extremely
vulnerable to instability because of rising
prices, along with Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan
in Asia, and Haiti, Guatemala, Bolivia and
Honduras in Latin America.

Misguided government policies could make
matters worse. Some countries are stock-
piling food. When India did that last year,
food ended up rotting in storages. Others are
imposing agricultural export bans, which
discourages investment in production. The
world’s wealthier nations must press them to
rethink these polices and back that up with
real help.

The Obama administration has proposed
worthy initiatives, but even when Democrats
controlled Congress it had a hard time get-
ting the money. The administration pledged
$3.5 billion to the G-20 effort. So far, it has
delivered only $66.6 million to the World
Bank fund.

It is now asking for $408 million for the
fund—part of a $1.64 billion request for its
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Feed the Future initiative, which aims to
bolster poor countries’ food production capa-
bilities. Congressional Republicans are de-
termined to hack as much as they can out of
foreign aid. The continuing resolution passed
by the House cuts $800 million out of the
food aid budget—bringing it down to about $1
billion, roughly where it was in 2001.

The White House needs to push back hard.
This isn’t a question of charity. It is an issue
of life or death for millions of people. And
the hard truth is that if the United States
doesn’t keep its word, no one else will.

————

AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, last week
Secretary of Defense Gates spoke at
West Point, and I would like to quote
one comment from his speech:

“In my opinion, any future Defense
Secretary who advises the President to
again send a big American land army
into Asia or into the Middle East or Af-
rica should ‘have his head examined,’
as General MacArthur so delicately put
it”’ years ago.

Again, this is Secretary Gates. I have
great respect for Secretary Gates. I
think he is one of the true outstanding
Secretaries of Defense this country has
ever had.

Mr. Speaker, the reason I'm here
today, I bring a photograph of a flag-
draped coffin—it’s called a transfer
case—being escorted off a plane at
Dover Air Force Base.

Mr. Speaker, it is time to bring our
troops home. They have been in Af-
ghanistan for over 10 years. I would
also say it is time that this Congress
met its constitutional responsibility to
debate war and whether we should be
there or bring our troops home.

In recent weeks, I was very con-
cerned to hear our government and
military leaders saying that it could be
2014 Dbefore we start significantly
downsizing our troops in Afghanistan.
Mr. Speaker, that brings to my mind
trips to Walter Reed in Bethesda. So I
will ask this question:

How many more young men and
women must lose their legs, their lives
for a corrupt government that history
has proven will never be changed? Why
should they be dying and losing their
legs for Karzai, who doesn’t even know
that we’re his friends? It makes no
sense.

I will quote a highly decorated re-
tired military general who has been ad-
vising me on Afghanistan for the past
year:

“What is the end state we are look-
ing to achieve? What are the measures
of effectiveness? What is our exit strat-
egy? Same old questions, no answers.
What do we say to the mother and fa-
ther, the wife of the last marine killed
to support a corrupt government and
corrupt leader in a war that can’t be
won?”’

Mr. Speaker, these are words from a
general that fought in Vietnam for this
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country, that reached the highest he
could in the branch of service where he
served.

Mr. Speaker, as you know, I rep-
resent the Third District of North
Carolina, the home of Camp Lejeune
Marine Base. Recently, I was with a
marine who has served this Nation for
years. He shares my concern about get-
ting out of Afghanistan. So I asked this
marine if he would write me a letter,
and this is what he wrote:

‘““Congressman JONES, I am writing
this letter to express my concern over
the current Afghanistan war. I am a re-
tired Marine officer with 31-plus years
of active duty. I retired in 2004 due to
service limitations or I am sure I would
have been on my third or fourth de-
ployment by now to a war that has
gone on for too long.”

I will quote end, Mr. Speaker, of his
letter to me:

“The Afghanistan war has no end
state for us. I urge you to make con-
tact with all of the current and newly
elected men and women to Congress
and ask them to end this war and bring
our young men and women home. If
any of my comments will assist in this
effort, you are welcome to use them
and my name.”

His name is Dennis G. Adams, Lieu-
tenant Colonel, Retired, United States
Marine Corps.

Mr. Speaker, before I close, I want to
remind those on the floor of the House
today that I hope, if you haven’t had
the chance, that you will go to Walter
Reed in Bethesda to see the young men
and women that will never walk again,
to see the young men and women that
maybe will not ever think properly
again because of PTSD and TBI.

And I want to remember the young
soldier, 22 years old, a private in the
United States Army, who before I
walked in the room, the escort, Major
Mack, said to me: This soldier has no
body parts below his waist. They’ve all
been blown away.
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So, Mr. Speaker, it’s time for the
Congress to meet its responsibility and
demand a debate on the floor of the
House about bringing our troops home
from Afghanistan.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, as I always
do, as I look at this beautiful photo-
graph of a soldier who gave his life for
this country and the escort team, God,
please bless our men and women in uni-
form. God, please bless the families of
our men and women in uniform. God,
please hold in Your loving arms the
families who have given a child dying
for freedom in Afghanistan and Iraq.

God bless the House and Senate that
we will do what is right in Your eyes
for today’s generation and tomorrow’s
generation. I ask God to give wisdom,
strength, and courage to President
Obama that he will do what is right in
the eyes of God.

And three times I will ask, God,
please, God, please, God, please con-
tinue to bless America.
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