March 1, 2011

AD HOC SUBCOMMITTEE ON CONTRACTING
OVERSIGHT

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Ad Hoc
Subcommittee on Contracting Oversight of the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs be
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on March 1, 2011, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled,
‘‘Examination of Public Relations Contracts at the General Services Administration’s Heartland Region.’’
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—H.J. RES. 44
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that at 11 a.m. on
Wednesday, March 2, the Senate proceed to the immediate consideration of
H.J. Res. 44, the 2-week continuing resolution which was received from the
House and is at the desk; that the Senate then proceed to a vote on the passage of H.J. Res. 44, with no intervening action or debate; further, that
the cloture motion on the motion to
proceed to Calendar No. 11, H.R. 359, be
vitiated.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

READ ACROSS AMERICA DAY
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of S.
Res. 83 which was submitted earlier
today.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.
The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 83) designating March
2, 2011 as ‘‘Read Across America Day.’’
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There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motions to reconsider be laid upon
the table, with no intervening action
or debate, and any statements be printed in the RECORD.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The resolution (S. Res. 83) was agreed
to.
The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:
S. RES. 83
Whereas reading is a basic requirement for
quality education and professional success,
and is a source of pleasure throughout life;
Whereas the people of the United States
must be able to read if the United States is
to remain competitive in the global economy;
Whereas Congress has placed great emphasis on reading intervention and providing additional resources for reading assistance, including through the programs authorized in
the Elementary and Secondary Education
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Act (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) and through annual appropriations for library and literacy
programs; and
Whereas more than 50 national organizations concerned about reading and education
have joined with the National Education Association to designate March 2, the anniversary of the birth of Theodor Geisel, also
known as Dr. Seuss, as a day to celebrate
reading: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) designates March 2, 2011, as ‘‘Read
Across America Day’’;
(2) honors Theodor Geisel, also known as
Dr. Seuss, for his success in encouraging
children to discover the joy of reading;
(3) honors the 14th anniversary of ‘‘Read
Across America Day’’;
(4) encourages parents to read with their
children for at least 30 minutes on ‘‘Read
Across America Day’’ in honor of the commitment of the Senate to building a nation
of readers; and
(5) encourages the people of the United
States to observe the day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.
f

SUPPORTING RECONCILIATION
WITHIN SRI LANKA
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of S.
Res. 84, a resolution introduced earlier
today by Senator CASEY.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.
The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 84) expressing support
for internal rebuilding, resettlement, and
reconciliation within Sri Lanka that are
necessary to assure a lasting peace.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
the resolution be agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, the motions to reconsider be laid upon the table, with no
intervening action or debate, and any
statements be printed in the RECORD.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The resolution (S. Res. 84) was agreed
to.
The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:
S. RES. 84
Whereas May 19, 2010, marked the one-year
anniversary of the end of the 26-year conflict
between the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) and the Government of Sri
Lanka;
Whereas the Government of Sri Lanka established a Lessons Learned and Reconciliation Commission (LLRC) to report whether
any person, group, or institution directly or
indirectly bears responsibility for incidents
that occurred between February 2002 and
May 2009 and to recommend measures to prevent the recurrence of such incidents in the
future and promote further national unity
and reconciliation among all communities;
Whereas United Nations Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon appointed a panel of experts,
including Marzuki Darusman, the former attorney general of Indonesia; Yazmin Sooka,
a member of South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission; and Steven Ratner,
a lawyer in the United States specializing in
human rights and international law, to ad-
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vise the Secretary-General on the implementation of the commitment of the Government of Sri Lanka to human rights accountability;
Whereas the Government of Sri Lanka expressed its commitment to addressing the
needs of all ethnic groups and has recognized, in the past, the necessity of a political
settlement and reconciliation for a peaceful
and just society;
Whereas the United States Government
has yet to develop a comprehensive United
States policy toward Sri Lanka that reflects
the broad range of human rights, national
security, and economic interests; and
Whereas progress on domestic and international investigations into reports of war
crimes, crimes against humanity, and other
human rights violations during the conflict
and promoting reconciliation would facilitate enhanced United States engagement and
investment in Sri Lanka: Now, therefore, be
it
Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) commends United Nations SecretaryGeneral Ban Ki-moon for creating the threeperson panel to advise the Secretary-General
on the implementation of the commitment
of the Government of Sri Lanka to human
rights accountability;
(2) calls on the Government of Sri Lanka,
the international community, and the
United Nations to establish an independent
international accountability mechanism to
look into reports of war crimes, crimes
against humanity, and other human rights
violations committed by both sides during
and after the war in Sri Lanka and to make
recommendations regarding accountability;
(3) calls on the Government of Sri Lanka
to allow humanitarian organizations, aid
agencies, journalists, and international
human rights groups greater freedom of
movement, including in internally-displaced
persons camps; and
(4) calls upon the President to develop a
comprehensive policy towards Sri Lanka
that reflects United States interests, including respect for human rights, democracy and
the rule of law, economic interests, and security interests.
f

CONDEMNING VIOLATIONS OF
HUMAN RIGHTS IN LIBYA
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of S.
Res. 85, which was introduced earlier
today.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.
The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 85) strongly condemning the gross and systematic violations
of human rights in Libya, including violent
attacks on protesters demanding democratic
reforms, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
the resolution be agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, the motions to reconsider be laid upon the table, with no
intervening action or debate, and any
statements be printed in the RECORD.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The resolution (S. Res. 85) was agreed
to.
The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:
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S. RES. 85
Whereas Muammar Gadhafi and his regime
have engaged in gross and systematic violations of human rights, including violent attacks on protesters demanding democratic
reforms, that have killed thousands of people;
Whereas Muammar Gadhafi, his sons and
supporters have instigated and authorized
violent attacks on Libyan protesters using
warplanes, helicopters, snipers and soldiers
and continue to threaten the life and wellbeing of any person voicing opposition to the
Gadhafi regime;
Whereas the United Nations Security
Council and the international community
have condemned the violence and use of
force against civilians in Libya and on February 26, 2011, the United Nations Security
Council unanimously agreed to refer the ongoing situation in Libya to the International
Criminal Court, impose an arms embargo on
the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, including the
provision of mercenary personnel, freeze the
financial assets of Muammar Gadhafi and
certain family members, and impose a travel
ban on Gadhafi, certain family members and
senior advisors;
Whereas Muammar Gadhafi has ruled
Libya for more than 40 years by banning and
brutally opposing any individual or group
opposing the ideology of his 1969 revolution,
criminalizing the peaceful exercise of expression and association, refusing to permit independent journalists’ and lawyers’ organizations,
and
engaging
in
torture
and
extrajudicial executions, including the 1,200
detainees killed in Abu Salim Prison in June
1996;
Whereas Libya took formal responsibility
for the terrorist attack that brought down
Pan Am Flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland,
killing 270 people, 189 of whom were U.S. citizens and high-ranking Libyan officials have
indicated that Muammar Gadhafi personally
ordered the attack; and
Whereas Libya was elected to the United
Nations Human Rights Council on May 13,
2010 for a period of 3 years, sending a demoralizing message of indifference to the families of the victims of Pan Am flight 103 and
Libyan citizens that have endured repression, arbitrary arrest, enforced disappearance or physical assault in their struggle to
obtain basic human and civil rights: Now,
therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) applauds the courage of the Libyan people in standing up against the brutal dictatorship of Muammar Gadhafi and for demanding democratic reforms, transparent
governance, and respect for basic human and
civil rights;
(2) strongly condemns the gross and systematic violations of human rights in Libya,
including violent attacks on protesters demanding democratic reforms;
(3) calls on Muammar Gadhafi to desist
from further violence, recognize the Libyan
people’s demand for democratic change, re-
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sign his position and permit a peaceful transition to democracy governed by respect for
human and civil rights and the right of the
people to choose their government in free
and fair elections;
(4) calls on the Gadhafi regime to immediately release persons that have been arbitrarily detained, to cease the intimidation,
harassment and detention of peaceful
protestors, human rights defenders and journalists, to ensure civilian safety, and to
guarantee access to human rights and humanitarian organizations;
(5) welcomes the unanimous vote of the
United Nations Security Council on resolution 1970 referring the situation in Libya to
the International Criminal Court, imposing
an arms embargo on the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, freezing the assets of Gadhafi
and family members, and banning international travel by Gadhafi, members of his
family, and senior advisors;
(6) urges the Gadhafi regime to abide by
United Nations Security Council Resolution
1970 and ensure the safety of foreign nationals and their assets, and to facilitate the departure of those wishing to leave the country
as well as the safe passage of humanitarian
and medical supplies, humanitarian agencies
and workers, into Libya in order to assist
the Libyan people;
(7) urges the United Nations Security
Council to take such further action as may
be necessary to protect civilians in Libya
from attack, including the possible imposition of a no-fly zone over Libyan territory;
(8) welcomes the African Union’s condemnation of the ‘‘disproportionate use of
force in Libya’’ and urges the Union to take
action to address the human rights crisis in
Libya and to ensure that member states,
particularly those bordering Libya, are in
full compliance with the arms embargo imposed by United Nations Security Council
Resolution 1970 against the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, including the ban on the provision of armed mercenary personnel;
(9) welcomes the decision of the United Nations Human Rights Council to recommend
Libya’s suspension from the Council and
urges the United Nations General Assembly
to vote to suspend Libya’s rights of membership in the Council;
(10) welcomes the attendance of Secretary
of State Clinton at the United Nations
Human Rights Council meeting in Geneva
and 1) urges the Council’s assumption of a
country mandate for Libya that employs a
Special Rapporteur on the human rights situation in Libya and 2) urges the U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations to advocate for
improving United Nations Human Rights
Council membership criteria at the next
United Nations General Assembly in New
York City to exclude gross and systematic
violators of human rights; and
(11) welcomes the outreach that has begun
by the United States Government to Libyan
opposition figures and supports an orderly,
irreversible transition to a legitimate democratic government in Libya.
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ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 2, 2011
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Senate completes its business today, it adjourn until 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday,
March 2; that following the prayer and
the pledge, the Journal of proceedings
be approved to date, the morning hour
be deemed expired, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day; that following any leader
remarks, there be a period of morning
business until 11 a.m. with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each, with the time equally divided and controlled between the two
leaders or their designees, with the Republicans controlling the first 30 minutes and the majority controlling the
next 30 minutes, and the remaining
time until 11 a.m. equally controlled
and divided between the two leaders or
their designees, with the majority controlling the final half; further, following morning business, the Senate
proceed to the consideration of H.J.
Res. 44, the 2-week continuing resolution, as provided for under the previous
order; and, finally, upon disposition of
the CR, the Senate resume consideration of S. 23, the America Invents Act.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

PROGRAM
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, Senators should expect the first vote of the
day to begin at approximately 11 a.m.
That vote will be on the passage of the
2-week continuing resolution. Additional rollcall votes are expected to
occur throughout the day in relation to
the amendments to the America Invents Act.
f

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come before the Senate, I ask unanimous consent that it adjourn under the previous
order.
There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:32 p.m., adjourned until Wednesday, March 2, 2011, at 9:30 a.m.
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