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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 2, 2011

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, on
Friday, February 18, 2011, during consider-
ation of H.R. 1, the Full Year Continuing Ap-
propriations Act for Fiscal Year 2011, | re-
corded an erroneous vote on amendment
number 569, offered by Mr. ISSA of California.
| intended to vote “no” on rolicall vote number
133.

———

TRIBUTE TO MRS. CAROLE
KENDRICK SPIVEY THOMAS

HON. PAUL C. BROUN

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 2, 2011

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor a powerful and effective teach-
er, Mrs. Carole Kendrick Spivey Thomas, of
Eatonton, Georgia.

Mrs. Thomas, married to David H. Thomas
and a mother of four, graduated from Mercer
University with a degree in English. After grad-
uation, she began a teaching career at her
alma mater, Putnam County High School. In
1971 she moved to Gatewood Schools, where
she has continued as an excellent educator
for the past 40 years. She earned a Specialist
Degree and life teaching certificate in Library
Education from the University of Georgia and
has also served as the school librarian.

Since 1985, Mrs. Thomas has led the mid-
dle school trip to Washington, D.C., giving stu-
dents the opportunity to explore the sights of
our Nation’s capital and learn about the rep-
resentative democracy in the United States.
She has made the trip a memorable experi-
ence for the students, providing them the op-
portunity to see firsthand the landmarks and
places they previously had only read about in
books.

In Mrs. Thomas’ teaching career, more than
half a century teaching career, she has con-
sistently shown her students how much she
cares about their education and self-improve-
ment. Whether she is analyzing literature, re-
viewing projects for her students, or organizing
literary competitions, Mrs. Thomas’ dedication
to her students and enthusiasm for her work
are evident and to be highly commended.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize
Carole Thomas’ service and dedication to the
students of my district and congratulate her on
celebrating over 50 years of teaching excel-
lence.

———

CELEBRATING TEXAS’
INDEPENDENCE DAY

HON. JOE BARTON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 2, 2011

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in celebration of Texas’ Independence
Day which occurred 175 years ago and to
commemorate the occasion | would like to
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share with the House, the Texas Declaration
of Independence signed on this day in the
year 1836.

The Unanimous Declaration of Independence
made by the Delegates of the People of
Texas in General Convention at the town
of Washington on the 2nd day of March 1836
When a government has ceased to protect

the lives, liberty and property of the people,
from whom its legitimate powers are de-
rived, and for the advancement of whose hap-
piness it was instituted, and so far from
being a guarantee for the enjoyment of those
inestimable and inalienable rights, becomes
an instrument in the hands of evil rulers for
their oppression.

When the Federal Republican Constitution
of their country, which they have sworn to
support, no longer has a substantial exist-
ence, and the whole nature of their govern-
ment has been forcibly changed, without
their consent, from a restricted federative
republic, composed of sovereign states, to a
consolidated central military despotism, in
which every interest is disregarded but that
of the army and the priesthood, both the
eternal enemies of civil liberty, the
everready minions of power, and the usual
instruments of tyrants.

When, long after the spirit of the constitu-
tion has departed, moderation is at length so
far lost by those in power, that even the sem-
blance of freedom is removed, and the forms
themselves of the constitution discontinued,
and so far from their petitions and
remonstrances being regarded, the agents
who bear them are thrown into dungeons,
and mercenary armies sent forth to force a
new government upon them at the point of
the bayonet.

When, in consequence of such acts of mal-
feasance and abdication on the part of the
government, anarchy prevails, and civil soci-
ety is dissolved into its original elements. In
such a crisis, the first law of nature, the
right of self-preservation, the inherent and
inalienable rights of the people to appeal to
first principles, and take their political af-
fairs into their own hands in extreme cases,
enjoins it as a right towards themselves, and
a sacred obligation to their posterity, to
abolish such government, and create another
in its stead, calculated to rescue them from
impending dangers, and to secure their fu-
ture welfare and happiness.

Nations, as well as individuals, are ame-
nable for their acts to the public opinion of
mankind. A statement of a part of our griev-
ances is therefore submitted to an impartial
world, in justification of the hazardous but
unavoidable step now taken, of severing our
political connection with the Mexican peo-
ple, and assuming an independent attitude
among the nations of the earth.

The Mexican government, by its coloniza-
tion laws, invited and induced the Anglo-
American population of Texas to colonize its
wilderness under the pledged faith of a writ-
ten constitution, that they should continue
to enjoy that constitutional liberty and re-
publican government to which they had been
habituated in the land of their birth, the
United States of America.

In this expectation they have been cruelly
disappointed, inasmuch as the Mexican na-
tion has acquiesced in the late changes made
in the government by General Antonio Lopez
de Santa Anna, who having overturned the
constitution of his country, now offers us the
cruel alternative, either to abandon our
homes, acquired by so many privations, or
submit to the most intolerable of all tyr-
anny, the combined despotism of the sword
and the priesthood.

It has sacrificed our welfare to the state of
Coahuila, by which our interests have been
continually depressed through a jealous and
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partial course of legislation, carried on at a
far distant seat of government, by a hostile
majority, in an unknown tongue, and this
too, notwithstanding we have petitioned in
the humblest terms for the establishment of
a separate state government, and have, in
accordance with the provisions of the na-
tional constitution, presented to the general
Congress a republican constitution, which
was, without just cause, contemptuously re-
jected.

It incarcerated in a dungeon, for a long
time, one of our citizens, for no other cause
but a zealous endeavor to procure the accept-
ance of our constitution, and the establish-
ment of a state government.

It has failed and refused to secure, on a
firm basis, the right of trial by jury, that
palladium of civil liberty, and only safe
guarantee for the life, liberty, and property
of the citizen.

It has failed to establish any public system
of education, although possessed of almost
boundless resources, (the public domain,) and
although it is an axiom in political science,
that unless a people are educated and en-
lightened, it is idle to expect the continu-
ance of civil liberty, or the capacity for self
government.

It has suffered the military commandants,
stationed among us, to exercise arbitrary
acts of oppression and tyrrany, thus tram-
pling upon the most sacred rights of the citi-
zens, and rendering the military superior to
the civil power.

It has dissolved, by force of arms, the state
Congress of Coahuila and Texas, and obliged
our representatives to fly for their lives from
the seat of government, thus depriving us of
the fundamental political right of represen-
tation.

It has demanded the surrender of a number
of our citizens, and ordered military detach-
ments to seize and carry them into the Inte-
rior for trial, in contempt of the civil au-
thorities, and in defiance of the laws and the
constitution.

It has made piratical attacks upon our
commerce, by commissioning foreign des-
peradoes, and authorizing them to seize our
vessels, and convey the property of our citi-
zens to far distant ports for confiscation.

It denies us the right of worshipping the
Almighty according to the dictates of our
own conscience, by the support of a national
religion, calculated to promote the temporal
interest of its human functionaries, rather
than the glory of the true and living God.

It has demanded us to deliver up our arms,
which are essential to our defence, the right-
ful property of freemen, and formidable only
to tyrannical governments.

It has invaded our country both by sea and
by land, with intent to lay waste our terri-
tory, and drive us from our homes; and has
now a large mercenary army advancing, to
carry on against us a war of extermination.

It has, through its emissaries, incited the
merciless savage, with the tomahawk and
scalping knife, to massacre the inhabitants
of our defenseless frontiers.

It hath been, during the whole time of our
connection with it, the contemptible sport
and victim of successive military revolu-
tions, and hath continually exhibited every

characteristic of a weak, corrupt, and
tyrranical government.
These, and other grievances, were Dpa-

tiently borne by the people of Texas, until
they reached that point at which forbearance
ceases to be a virtue. We then took up arms
in defence of the national constitution. We
appealed to our Mexican brethren for assist-
ance. Our appeal has been made in vain.
Though months have elapsed, no sympa-
thetic response has yet been heard from the
Interior. We are, therefore, forced to the
melancholy conclusion, that the Mexican
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