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county executive, lost his case by fir-
ing those 26 guards because he is cre-
ating, once again, the same pattern,
creating a false emergency.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Do you see the
same thing happening here in this Con-
gress?

Ms. MOORE. Exactly.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Thank you.

I want to thank all of my colleagues
for joining us this evening to talk
about this issue. Again, this is not
about budgeting. It is about union
busting, and it is the kind of policy
that will not only hurt workers in the
State and across the country, but it
only leads to stalled economic growth
and the slashing of jobs. It is the kind
of policy that hurts our Nation.

We want to make sure that our work-
ers in Ohio and Wisconsin and Indiana
and everywhere know that the Con-
gressional Black Caucus stands with
you. We want to let our country’s labor
leaders, the union leadership know
that we stand with them and support
them, and that we have the highest re-
spect and support for the Democratic
legislators who have drawn the line
and did what had to be done to stop the
egregious attacks on the middle class
and the poor.

——

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
ZIMBABWE—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 112-12)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication the enclosed notice
stating that the national emergency
with respect to the actions and policies
of certain members of the Government
of Zimbabwe and other persons to un-
dermine Zimbabwe’s democratic proc-
esses or institutions is to continue in
effect beyond March 6, 2011.

The crisis constituted by the actions
and policies of certain members of the
Government of Zimbabwe and other
persons to undermine Zimbabwe’s
democratic processes or institutions
has not been resolved. While some ad-
vances have been made in Zimbabwe,
particularly on economic stabilization,
since the signing of the power-sharing
agreement, the absence of progress on
the most fundamental reforms needed
to ensure rule of law and democratic
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governance leaves Zimbabweans vul-
nerable to ongoing repression and pre-
sents a continuing threat to peace and
security in the region and the foreign
policy of the United States. Politically
motivated violence and intimidation,
and the undermining of the power-shar-
ing agreement by elements of the
Zimbabwe African National Union-Pa-
triotic Front party, continue to be of
grave concern. For these reasons, I
have determined that it is necessary to
continue this national emergency and
to maintain in force the sanctions to
respond to this threat.

The United States welcomes the op-
portunity to modify the targeted sanc-
tions regime when Dblocked persons
demonstrate a clear commitment to re-
spect the rule of law, democracy, and
human rights. The United States has
committed to continue its review of
the targeted sanctions list for
Zimbabwe to ensure it remains current
and addresses the concerns for which it
was created. We hope that events on
the ground will allow us to take addi-
tional action to recognize progress in
Zimbabwe in the future. The goal of a
peaceful, democratic Zimbabwe re-
mains foremost in our consideration of
any action.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 2, 2011.

————
CRISIS FACING AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. AKIN) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. AKIN. Mr. Speaker, it is a treat
to be able to join you tonight, my col-
leagues and friends, and to talk about
a great crisis that our Nation is facing.
It is becoming increasingly apparent to
Americans not only that we have a
problem with unemployment and jobs,
but we have a problem with the Fed-
eral budget and the deficit and the
spending and the taxing—all of those
things that go into an economy.

These problems are far more signifi-
cant than I think many Americans are
aware. I would like to talk about that
tonight and to keep it fairly simple,
and to let people know, as President
Reagan said, while the solution is sim-
ple, it is not easy. It requires a great
deal of courage.

I am going to start tonight in per-
haps an odd way. I am going to ask
you, please, to picture that you are ei-
ther a Senator or a Congressman in
1850 in America. In 1850, you would
have noted that there was increasing
discussion as the new territories be-
came available, whether they would be
allowed to come into our Nation either
as a free State or a slave State. It cre-
ated a lot of political tension between
the different Representatives rep-
resenting different points of view on
that subject.

By 1852, the book ‘Uncle Tom’s
Cabin’ was written. It became a very
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popular book, and it tended to further
inflame the issue, the great question of
the day. The question was slavery;
what would America do with that ques-
tion.

By 1857, the Supreme Court, deciding
to legislate from the bench, which has
always turned out to be a bad idea and
beyond their constitutional authority,
came up with a decision that came
from my State, the State of Missouri.
It was called the Dred Scott decision.
It said essentially that black people
were not people; they were property.
But beyond that, it also said to the
Congress and to the Senate that they
could not make any kinds of deals as to
which State would be slave or free be-
cause each State could do whatever
they wanted.

And so the stage was set as the ten-
sions grew for Abraham Lincoln to be
elected to be President. And as he was
on the train approaching the capital,
leaving Illinois, a number of Southern
States seceded from the Union. And al-
most as though in slow motion, a great
locomotive drove off the edge of the
cliff pulling the train with it, and
America was immersed in a terrible,
terrible Civil War. It was a war that
was ultimately to claim 600,000 lives.
That is more than all the people who
are Americans who have been killed in
all of the rest of the wars we have
fought in our Nation’s history. Of
course, a statistic like 600,000 may
seem to make your eyes glaze over, but
then you start to hear the individual
and personal stories of people who were
horribly touched and families that
were destroyed by the horror of the
war, and you recall the words of the
second inaugural address of Abraham
Lincoln and he talked about the fact
that the war had been far, far worse
than anybody had ever imagined was
possible.

That great tragedy, that terrible cost
that was paid by our Nation, was a re-
sult of a failure of leadership, a failure
to deal with a massive fundamental
question that everybody knew was
there all through the 1850s—the ques-
tion of slavery. And the failure was not
just in the Congress, in the Senate, but
it was in the people of the States for
being too disengaged and unwilling to
take that question head on.

The parallel today, I think, is a little
bit frighteningly similar. Today, just
as there was in 1850, there is a gorilla
in our tent, and that is the problem
with the Federal Government spending
too much money. So what I want to do
is put that in very simple terms not so
your eyes will glaze over, but so we get
some sort of a sense of balance as to
what is going on; because my propo-
sition is that we are spending too much
money, the government is spending too
much money, and it is unsustainable.

Now, this is something that many
thoughtful liberals, as well as conserv-
atives, agree is true. There is disagree-
ment as to what to do about it. But the
numbers are the numbers. There is
something about mathematics that is
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