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So if you vote for H.R. 1, you are cut-

ting student aid. If you vote for H.R. 1, 
you are going to slash job training pro-
grams. The House bill that came over, 
H.R. 1, completely eliminates Federal 
funding for adult training, dislocated 
worker assistance and youth training 
programs, completely eliminates it. 
These programs provide job training 
and reemployment services to about 8 
million Americans every year, 8 mil-
lion. They just do away with it. 

If you vote for H.R. 1, you are voting 
to slash the community services block 
grant. Well, they cut about $305 million 
from that. That provides services to 
some of our lowest income people and 
elderly. If you vote for H.R. 1, you are 
voting to cut investments in infra-
structure, highway funding, sewer and 
drinking water funds, and rural eco-
nomic development funding because 
H.R. 1 slashes community development 
block grants by 62 percent. 

Now, I say go out and talk to your 
mayors, talk to your city council, talk 
to your boards of supervisors in your 
counties. Ask them if they can take a 
62-percent cut in their community de-
velopment block grants and what it is 
going to mean to them. 

Well, I cannot help but also speak to 
my own constituents in Iowa about 
what this means for my own State. If 
H.R. 1, the House bill which passed the 
House, if it were to be passed and en-
acted into law—well, I mentioned 
about the cuts that we are having in 
the Job Corps. It would basically kill 
the Denison, IA, Job Corps Center, 
which employs 163 people. It provides 
training to 450 at-risk students each 
year, and we have a new Job Corps Cen-
ter just being built, just being opened 
in Ottumwa. That will probably just 
come to a screeching halt. It is sup-
posed to be opening later this year. 

It would shut down at least the com-
munity health center in Centerville, 
IA. That is H.R. 1. H.R. 1 would be cut-
ting down the community services 
block grant and would shut down the 
Red Rock Community Action Agency 
serving Boone, Jasper, Warren, Marion, 
and rural Polk County. 

H.R. 1, as I mentioned, would com-
pletely eliminate funding for job train-
ing programs, which assisted more 
than 35,000 Iowans in the last year. As 
I mentioned, it would slash Pell grants 
for our kids who go to all of our col-
leges in Iowa, the private not-for-prof-
its and our Regents institutions. Two 
thousand low-income Iowa kids who 
now attend Head Start would be cut 
off. 

Lastly, it is not only just the cuts 
and the slashes to these vital programs 
which will increase unemployment and 
send us back into another recession, 
there are riders in this bill, what we 
call legislative riders, that are per-
nicious. They do terrible damage to our 
country. 

For example—just one—there is a 
rider in the bill that says no money 
can be used or spent to continue the 
implementation of the health reform 

bill that we passed last year. Well, 
what does that mean? Well, that means 
right now, in law, because of the Af-
fordable Care Act we passed last year, 
kids can stay on their parents’ policy 
until they are age 26. That would be 
gone. The question would be, the ones 
who got on before this, will they be 
able to stay on? But I can tell you, no 
new kids would ever be allowed to stay 
on their parents’ policy until they are 
age 26. 

We put in—and as you know, it is in 
law right now—that an insurance com-
pany cannot impose a lifetime limit on 
individuals. That was in the bill last 
year. That would be gone. They can 
start reinstituting lifetime limits and 
annual limits. 

Also we had a provision in the bill 
that provided for a medical loss provi-
sion. Let me try to explain that. 

In our bill we said insurers and 
health insurance companies have to 
pay at least 80 cents of every dollar of 
premium they collect on health care 
rather than profits, bonuses, overhead, 
fancy buildings, and corporate jets and 
all of that. They had to pay—80 cents 
of every premium dollar has to go for 
health care. It is done away with under 
H.R. 1. We cannot enforce that at all. 

So, again, for those who have seen 
benefits to themselves from the health 
care bill we passed, whether it is keep-
ing their kids on their policy or elderly 
people now who get free mammograms 
and free colonoscopies and a free 
health checkup every year with no 
copays, no deductibles, that ends. That 
ends with H.R. 1. 

So the bill passed by the House is 
just, as I said, bad policy, and it is bad 
values. It is not the values of our coun-
try, and I hope the Senate will re-
soundingly—resoundingly—defeat H.R. 
1, consign it to the scrap heap of his-
tory, the history of ill-advised ideas, of 
ill-advised programs. There have been 
a lot of them that have come along in 
the history of this country. 

Fortunately, I think the Congress in 
most instances has turned them down, 
and we moved ahead. We can’t afford to 
go backward. H.R. 1 would do that. It 
would take this country back. We 
would lose jobs. It would cut kids out 
of getting an education, close down 
Head Start centers. It would widen 
that gulf between the rich and the 
poor. We can’t continue to go down 
that road. We don’t want to wind up 
another Third World country where we 
have a few at the top and everybody at 
the bottom and nobody in between. The 
middle class built this country, and we 
cannot continue to erode the middle 
class. That is what H.R. 1 would do, 
erode the middle class and widen the 
gulf between the rich and poor. 

I hope the Senate will recognize H.R. 
1 for what it is, a detriment, a body 
blow to our recovery efforts. I hope the 
Senate will resoundingly defeat it. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. LEAHY. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call 
be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

PATENT REFORM ACT OF 2011— 
Continued 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, since the 
Senate began this debate on the Amer-
ican Invents Act more than a week 
ago, I have talked about American in-
genuity and innovation. As this debate 
comes to a close, I want to emphasize 
that this is legislation that should pro-
mote innovation, help create jobs, and 
help energize the economy as we con-
tinue our recovery. This legislation can 
be a key part of a jobs agenda. We can 
help unleash innovation an promote 
American invention, all without adding 
a penny to the deficit. This is common-
sense, bipartisan legislation. 

Innovation has been a cornerstone of 
the American economy from the time 
Thomas Jefferson examined the first 
patent to today. The Founders recog-
nized the importance of promoting in-
novation. A number were themselves 
inventors. The Constitution explicitly 
grants Congress the power to ‘‘promote 
the progress of science and useful arts, 
by securing for limited times to . . . in-
ventors the exclusive right to their re-
spective . . . discoveries.’’ The discov-
eries made by American inventors and 
research institutions, commercialized 
by American companies, and protected 
and promoted by American patent laws 
have made our system the envy of the 
world. The President has spoken all 
year about the need to win the future 
by out innovating our competition. 
This bill can play a key role in that ef-
fort. 

Yesterday, I commended Austan 
Goolsbee, the chair of the President’s 
Council of Economic Advisers, for his 
white board presentation this week on 
the importance of patent reform to 
help America win the global competi-
tion and create jobs. The creation of 
more than 220,000 jobs in the private 
sector last month, the creation of 1.5 
million jobs over the last 12 months, 
and the unemployment rate finally 
being reduced to 8.9 percent are all 
signs that the efforts we have made 
over the last 2 years to stave off the 
worst recession since the Great Depres-
sion are paying off and the economic 
recovery is taking hold. The almost 
full percent point drop in the unem-
ployment rate over the last 3 months is 
the largest decline in unemployment 
since 1983. Despite interruptions of eco-
nomic activity in many parts of the 
country caused by winter weather over 
the last months and in recent days, de-
spite the extraordinary rise in oil 
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