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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. FOXX).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 9, 2011.

I hereby appoint the Honorable VIRGINIA
FoxX to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Of late, signs of spring speak of new
life, O Lord. May the first gasps of free-
dom stabilize the Earth with fresh
beauty. May heroic hearts of leadership
the world over burst forth with psalms
of thanksgiving for Your saving grace
and goodness.

Hopefully, Lord, our spring fasting
and renewal in prayer will peel away il-
lusions for the Nation and personal
self-deception. May rage, violence and
anger be drowned out by gentle rains
as, with common endeavor, we work for
the uprooting of weeds and the plant-
ing of new seed.

Let destructive forces be silenced by
constructive ideas and collaborative ef-
forts. By Your Spirit, Lord, renew the
face of the Earth.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. WOMACK. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. WOMACK. Madam Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WOMACK) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WOMACK led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed a bill of the
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested:

S. 23. An act to amend title 35, United
States Code, to provide for patent reform.

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 85-874, as
amended, the Chair, on behalf of the
President of the Senate, reappoints the
following individuals to the Board of
Trustees of the John F. Kennedy Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts:

The Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
CONRAD).

The Senator from California (Mrs.
FEINSTEIN).

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 106-567, the
Chair, on behalf of the majority leader,
reappoints, the following individual to
serve as a member of the Public Inter-
est Declassification Board:

Sanford Ungar of Maryland.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. After
consultation among the Speaker and
the majority and minority leaders, and
with their consent, the Chair an-
nounces that, when the two Houses
meet in joint meeting to hear an ad-
dress by The Honorable Julia Gillard,
Prime Minister of Australia, only the
doors immediately opposite the Speak-
er and those immediately to his left
and right will be open.

No one will be allowed on the floor of
the House who does not have the privi-
lege of the floor of the House. Due to
the large attendance that is antici-
pated, the rule regarding the privilege
of the floor must be strictly enforced.
Children of Members will not be per-
mitted on the floor. The cooperation of
all Members is requested.

The practice of reserving seats prior
to the joint meeting by placard will
not be allowed. Members may reserve
their seats by physical presence only
following the security sweep of the
Chamber.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Mon-
day, February 28, 2011, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 4 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.
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