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threatens another—which is why we 
join you in condemning Iran’s nuclear 
program. 

And we also strive for peace . . . a 
peace where Israel is secure and where 
Palestinians have a state of their own, 
which is why we join you in calling on 
all parties to negotiate in good faith. 

Our Alliance was signed 60 years ago 
in the Cold War, and it lives in a new 
world today. 

And as momentous as the changes in 
the Middle East are, I believe it is in 
the Asia-Pacific where the global order 
is changing the most: We admire In-
dia’s example as a true democracy; we 
never forget Indonesia’s transition to 
create the world’s third largest democ-
racy in the world’s largest Islamic 
country; and we applaud China’s lifting 
some 500 million people out of poverty. 

The center of global strategic and 
economic weight is shifting to this re-
gion. The rise of the Asia-Pacific will 
define our times. Like you, our rela-
tionship with China is important and 
complex. We encourage China to en-
gage as a good global citizen, and we 
are clear-eyed about where differences 
do lie. 

My guiding principle is that pros-
perity can be shared. We can create 
wealth together. The global economy is 
not a zero-sum game. There is no rea-
son for Chinese prosperity to detract 
from prosperity in Australia, the 
United States or anywhere in the 
world. 

America has always understood this 
principle of the economy . . . that ev-
eryone can benefit when everyone com-
petes. 

And for 60 years, your leadership in 
the Asia-Pacific has showed this. Your 
commitment to free trade and invest-
ment fueled the growth. Your presence 
and network of allies ensured the sta-
bility. You were indispensable in the 
Cold War, and you are indispensable in 
the new world, too. So your growing 
engagement with key countries in the 
region—like Japan, India, South Korea, 
and Indonesia—is enormously welcome. 

We will work closely with you to 
strengthen the fabric of these relation-
ships and underpin regional stability, 
strengthening regional institutions so 
that the countries of the Asia-Pacific 
increasingly manage the frictions of a 
growing and changing Asia-Pacific. 

That’s why your Nation’s decision to 
join the East Asia Summit is such good 
news. The summit brings the leaders of 
the region’s major powers together and 
has a mandate to deal with the whole 
range of economic, political and secu-
rity issues our countries face. 

Our relationship is evolving to meet 
these new challenges: from defense and 
intelligence to diplomacy and trade. 
Australia in the south, with South 
Korea and Japan to the north, form 
real Asia-Pacific partnerships with the 
United States. 

Anchors of regional stability. 
An alliance which was strong in the 

Cold War . . . an alliance which is 
strong in the new world. 

In both of our countries, true friends 
stick together. Our nations do this, and 
our people do this as well. Nothing bet-
ter tells this truth than the story of 
two firefighters. 

Many Australians and Americans 
worked together in the late 1990s to be 
ready to protect the 2000 Sydney Olym-
pics from possible terrorist attack. One 
group of Australians spent 2 months in 
New York, training and working, in-
cluding a long time with New York’s 
Fire Department Rescue 1. They 
worked hard together and became more 
than colleagues . . . they became 
mates. 

So, when it was time to go home, the 
Australian commander gave Rescue 1’s 
chief his Australian Army ‘‘slouch 
hat,’’ and the chief presented the Aus-
tralians with a battle-scarred fire hel-
met, dated December 1998 and signed 
by members of the Rescue 1 crew, in-
cluding Kevin Dowdell. 

Three years later, Kevin Dowdell was 
one of the hundreds of New York fire-
fighters killed when the towers came 
down. Kevin led his men in. His re-
mains were never found, but that hel-
met was . . . in Australia. And Aussie 
firefighter Rob Frey found Kevin’s 
sons. 

James Dowdell is one of New York’s 
bravest—a firefighter like his father 
before him. Patrick Dowdell is wearing 
his country’s uniform in Afghanistan. 

Rob came to America to give James 
the helmet his father signed: a precious 
possession, a last link to a father lost. 
And I give you their story: a precious 
possession, too. 

These two men are here today. 
Rob, James . . . good on you. Rob, 

James, we are so proud of what you 
represent. Your story says it all about 
the friendship between Australia and 
the United States: together in the 
hardest of times, friends for the future. 

When our Alliance was signed 60 
years ago, the challenges of the space 
age were still to come; the challenges 
of terrorism were still to come. For 60 
years, leaders from Australia and the 
United States have looked inside them-
selves and found the courage to face 
those challenges; and after 60 years, we 
do the same today: to protect our peo-
ples, to share our prosperity, to safe-
guard our future. 

For ours is a friendship for the fu-
ture. It has been from its founding, and 
it remains so today. You have a friend 
in Australia, and you have an ally—and 
we know what that means: In both our 
countries, true friends stick together. 
In both our countries, real mates talk 
straight. 

So, as a friend, I urge you only this: 
Be worthy to your own best traditions. 

Be bold. 
In 1942, John Curtin—my predecessor, 

my country’s great wartime leader— 
looked to America. I still do. 

This year, you have marked the cen-
tenary of President Reagan’s birth. He 
remains a great symbol of American 
optimism. The only greater symbol of 
American optimism . . . is America, 
itself. 

The eyes of the world are still upon 
you. Your city on a hill cannot be hid-
den. Your brave and free people have 
made you the masters of recovery and 
reinvention. 

As I stand before you in this cradle of 
democracy, I see a nation that changed 
the world, a nation that has known re-
markable days. I firmly believe you are 
the same people who amazed me . . . 
when I was a small girl . . . by landing 
on the Moon. On that great day, I be-
lieved Americans could do anything. 

I believe that still. You can do any-
thing. 

Thank you. 
(Applause, the Members rising.) 
At 11 o’clock and 40 minutes a.m., 

The Honorable Julia Gillard, Prime 
Minister of Australia, accompanied by 
the committee of escort, retired from 
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives. 

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms es-
corted the Acting Dean of the Diplo-
matic Corps from the Chamber. 

f 

JOINT MEETING DISSOLVED 

The SPEAKER. The purpose of the 
joint meeting having been completed, 
the Chair declares the joint meeting of 
the two Houses now dissolved. 

Accordingly, (at 11 o’clock and 42 
minutes a.m.), the joint meeting of the 
two Houses was dissolved. 

The Members of the Senate retired to 
their Chamber. 

The SPEAKER. The House will con-
tinue in recess subject to the call of 
the Chair. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) at 12 
o’clock and 3 minutes p.m. 

f 

ELECTING A MEMBER TO A CER-
TAIN STANDING COMMITTEE OF 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, by 
direction of the Republican Conference, 
I offer a privileged resolution and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 155 
Resolved, That the following named Mem-

ber be, and is hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committee: 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS—Mr. 
Barletta. 

Mr. HENSARLING (during the read-
ing). Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be consid-
ered as read and printed in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
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