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HONORING LYNESIA TAYLOR

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 11, 2011

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Lynesia Taylor.
Lynesia is a very special young woman who
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in
the Girl Scouts of the USA and earning the
high honor of the Gold Award.

Lynesia’s outstanding achievement reflects
her hard work and dedication. Lynesia has ex-
hibited unique and creative examples of serv-
ice that have made a difference in her com-
munity. | am confident that she will continue to
hold herself to the highest standards in the fu-
ture. This is an accomplishment for which
Lynesia can take pride in for the rest of her
life.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Lynesia Taylor for her accom-
plishments with the Girl Scouts of the USA
and for her efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of the Gold Award.

—————

HONORING LINDA PASTO AS A 2010
GREAT COMEBACKS AWARD RE-
CIPIENT

HON. RICHARD L. HANNA

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 11, 2011

Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, | pause today to
recognize Linda Pasto, R.N., of Ithaca, New
York. Linda has been selected as a 2010
Great Comebacks Award recipient for the East
Region. This program honors a group of indi-
viduals who are living with varied intestinal
diseases and/or recovering from ostomy sur-
gery. It seeks to raise awareness of the quality
of life issues confronting more than 700,000
men, women and children throughout our
country affected by the very conditions that
can result in an ostomy.

Every year on the first day of September,
Linda throws a party. It's not for her birthday,
but for what she considers her rebirth—the
day she received her ostomy. After 10 years
of flare-ups, hospitalizations and weight gain
from medication due to Crohn’s disease and
ulcerative colitis, Linda opted for ostomy sur-
gery. At age 51, Linda’s life began again. Now
she uses her newfound zest and enjoyment
for life to help others who are dealing with in-
testinal diseases.

Since her surgery, Linda went from strug-
gling with everyday activities, including her du-
ties as a nursing instructor, to playing with her
grandchildren, traveling abroad and even
going on a 3-hour kayaking trip in the Adiron-
dack Mountains.

The Great Comebacks Program is spon-
sored by ConvaTec, a leading developer of
ostomy and wound care products, in partner-
ship with the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation, the
United Ostomy Associations of America, Inc.
and the Intestinal Disease Education and
Awareness Society. Each year, Great come-
backs presents regional awards to 12 individ-
uals through the United States who have
struggled with a chronic intestinal condition
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and have exhibited extraordinary strength and
courage for managing to live full and produc-
tive lives despite daily struggles.

| urge my colleagues to take time to meet
with some of the Great Comebacks award re-
cipients. Their personal stories, like Linda’s,
are inspiration and will heighten your aware-
ness about some of the huge strides being
made by people living with intestinal diseases
or recovering from ostomy surgery.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE INDIGENT
FUNERAL EXPENSE REIMBURSE-
MENT ACT OF 2011

HON. PAUL C. BROUN

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 11, 2011

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, today,
| am introducing the Indigent Funeral Expense
Reimbursement Act of 2011. This common
sense legislation would allow for up to a
$3,000 federal tax credit for the providing of
individual funeral services. Additionally, this
legislation would not usurp existing state tax
incentives for the funeral services of indigent
individuals, but instead would supplement
them.

Funeral homes respectfully and diligently
provide the last measure of care for those in
our society who have passed away. Often-
times the family of the deceased or the
deceased’s estate takes care of the funeral
expenses. However, in some cases, most es-
pecially in the case of indigent or unclaimed
deceased individuals, the means to pay for
these solemn services simply do not exist.
Typically, cities, counties and states are left to
cover the bill, and states often have tax credits
or tax deductions available to funeral homes
that provide services for indigent care. How-
ever, in these trying times, these state tax in-
centives are among the first cuts being made.

Across the country, because of an influx of
the number of deceased individuals and their
families now befitting indigent status, funeral
homes and mortuaries are being forced to
shoulder the financial burden of providing the
last service of a person’s life. This straight-
forward tax credit would simply remove the fi-
nancial burden and allow funeral homes to
provide the care and services that they are
trained to provide.

HONORING MEGAN HOTTEL

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 11, 2011

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Megan Hottel.
Megan is a very special young woman who
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in
the Girl Scouts of the USA and earning the
high honor of the Gold Award.

Megan’s outstanding achievement reflects
her hard work and dedication. Megan has ex-
hibited unique and creative examples of serv-
ice that have made a difference in her com-
munity. | am confident that she will continue to
hold herself to the highest standards in the fu-
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ture. This is an accomplishment for which
Megan can take pride in for the rest of her life.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Megan Hottel for her accomplish-
ments with the Girl Scouts of the USA and for
her efforts put forth in achieving the highest
distinction of the Gold Award.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL
EACH ONE, TEACH ONE’'S 44
YEARS OF SERVICE AND TO CEL-
EBRATE THE 70TH BIRTHDAYS
OF ITS FOUNDING FATHERS, BOB
MCCULLOUGH AND FRED
CRAWFORD

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 11, 2011

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
join the Children of the Founders in recogni-
tion of National Each One, Teach One’s 44
Years of Service and to celebrate the 70th
Birthdays of its Founding Fathers, Bob
McCullough and Fred Crawford.

The National Association of Each One,
Teach One, Inc.—“Where Knowledge is
Power,” is a non-profit (501¢3) youth develop-
mental & mentoring program, which uses
sports as a vehicle to motivate youngsters to
pursue higher education and explore various
careers. They conduct college tours; provide
guest speakers from public, private and the
entertainment sectors, while fostering self re-
spect, community awareness and self em-
powerment.

“Each One, Teach One,” was a motto
coined by Holcombe Rucker, who organized
basketball tournaments as way to help keep
kids off the street and out of trouble through
life lessons. Born and raised in Harlem,
Holcombe Rucker played guard at Benjamin
Franklin High School in East Harlem before
dropping out to serve in the United States
Army during World War Il. Upon his dis-
charged from the Army, Rucker earned his
General Equivalency High School Diploma
and was hired as a Playground Director in
Harlem for the New York City Department of
Parks.

The Playgrounds and Parks would double-
up as his office and meeting place, where
people, whether they liked basketball or not,
would come to Rucker for advice and words of
wisdom. The word was that he spent more
than half his day—thirteen to fifteen hours—at
the park, beginning around 8:30 am. He even
ate dinner there, which consisted of his favor-
ite meal—Chinese food, vegetables with rice
and brown gravy and was followed by a cup
of coffee and a cigarette.

In 1962, Rucker would prove the importance
of education and enrolled at the City College
of New York, CCNY. While taking night class-
es, Holcombe took his work ethic and thirst for
education and completed a four-year Bachelor
of Arts degree in only three years. He used
the degree to teach English at Junior High
School 139 in Harlem. In 1965, Holcombe
Rucker passed due to cancer complications at
the young age of 38 years old. Before he died,
Rucker would set the standard for years to
come.

Over the years, Holcombe Rucker would
help youth to obtain over 700 intercollegiate
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