March 11, 2011

There is no question we need to rein in
spending and put our nation on the path to
long-term fiscal sustainability—and at the
same time invest in job growth and ensure
that America remains competitive in the 21st
century global economy. With that in mind,
President Obama put forth a tough love budg-
et that reduces our deficit over 10 years, while
also investing in our future.

This legislation will add another tool to make
sure the investments we make are targeted
and designed to maximize economic growth.
The establishment of an expedited rescission
process will help keep us on a responsible
path and enforce greater fiscal discipline. An
expedited rescission process allows the Presi-
dent to sign a spending bill into law, and at
the same time propose to Congress that cer-
tain items in the bill with a budgetary cost be
“rescinded” or cancelled. The President sends
his recommendations for rescission to Con-
gress within a short time-frame after present-
ment of the spending bill, and the Congress
takes up the proposals on a fast track, acting
in a short period after receiving the President’s
recommendations. The rescissions take effect
only if approved by a majority in each house.

Even though the current law already pro-
vides Presidential rescission authority, the law
does not ensure that the Congress will vote on
the President’s proposed rescissions. By con-
trast, the measure President Obama is now
proposing, and | am introducing by request,
adds new procedures that will virtually guar-
antee a vote. In addition, this version of the
bill ensures that any savings from Congres-
sional passage of a rescission approval bill will
be dedicated to deficit reduction.

This proposal is another step forward on the
path to greater fiscal responsibility. Other
Members of Congress, including Chairman
RYAN, have proposed different versions of ex-
pedited recession legislation in past years. |
hope this year we can work together to find
common ground in this area.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE MEDICAID
COVERAGE FOR CITIZENS OF

FREELY ASSOCIATED STATES
ACT OF 2011
HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO
OF HAWAIIL

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, March 11, 2011

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce the Medicaid Coverage for Citizens
of Freely Associated States Act of 2011. |
would like to thank Congressman ENI
FALEOMAVAEGA, Congresswoman COLLEEN
HANABUSA, and Congresswoman MADELEINE
BORDALLO for cosponsoring this bill.

Compact Migrants are citizens from Micro-
nesia, the Marshall Islands, and Palau that
have migrated to the United States. Citizens
from these countries are allowed to freely
enter the United States without a visa, criminal
background check, or health certification due
to agreements signed by the Federal Govern-
ment.

The 1996 Personal Responsibility and Work
Opportunity Act prohibited Federal Medicaid
payments for nonimmigrants, a category that
includes Compact Migrants. Prior to this spe-
cific prohibition, Compact Migrants were cov-
ered by Medicaid. Since enactment of the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Federal welfare reform law, state and territorial
governments have been the sole sources of
funding for meeting the social service and
public health needs of this ever growing popu-
lation.

In 2007, Hawaii spent over $37 million to
cover the health care costs of the state’s
Compact Migrant population. Of this amount,
$30 million would have been eligible for partial
Federal reimbursement through the Medicaid
program.

The decision to allow citizens of the Freely
Associated States to come to the United
States was a Federal decision; however, the
cost of that decision has fallen mainly on a
handful of states and territories. Most Com-
pact Migrants have settled in the Pacific re-
gion, likely because the environments and cli-
mates are similar to their home nations. Ha-
waii is home to 12,215 Compact Migrants;
Guam, 18,305; and the Commonwealth of the
Northern Marianas Islands, 2,100. Compact
Migrants are also on the continental United
States, including California, Oregon, Wash-
ington, and Arkansas—a state where they
have been specifically recruited as laborers.
Restoring Medicaid coverage is the only fair
way to address the Federal mandate.

Our former colleague and now Governor of
Hawaii, Neil Abercrombie, worked with Con-
gressman ELIOT ENGEL and Congresswoman
ANNA ESHOO on an amendment to provide
Medicaid coverage for Compact Migrants dur-
ing the mark-up of the House health care re-
form bill by the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee. This amendment was adopted by the
Committee by a voice vote.

Regrettably, the Senate health care reform
bill did not include comparable language. So
today, | am introducing that same, bipartisan
supported amendment language as a stand-
alone bill.

Restoring the Medicaid eligibility of Compact
Migrants is an important issue not only for Ha-
waii, but also Arkansas, California, Oregon,
and Washington as well as the territories of
American Samoa, Guam, and the Northern
Marianas Islands. | look forward to continuing
to work with my colleagues on this important
issue.

Mahalo nui loa.

HONORING MARY McCLANNAHAN

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 11, 2011

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Mary
McClannahan. Mary is a very special young
woman who has exemplified the finest quali-
ties of citizenship and leadership by taking an
active part in the Girl Scouts of the USA and
earning the high honor of the Gold Award.

Mary’s outstanding achievement reflects her
hard work and dedication. Mary has exhibited
unique and creative examples of service that
have made a difference in her community. |
am confident that she will continue to hold
herself to the highest standards in the future.
This is an accomplishment for which Mary can
take pride in for the rest of her life.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Mary McClannahan for her ac-
complishments with the Girl Scouts of the
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USA and for her efforts put forth in achieving
the highest distinction of the Gold Award.

HONORING JOSEPH GIROLAMO
HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 11, 2011

Mr. MCCOTTER Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor and acknowledge Joseph Girolamo, a
remarkable Michigan citizen and esteemed
veteran, upon his 90th birthday.

Born on March 9, 1921 in New York City,
Joseph Girolamo is the oldest of seven chil-
dren born to Pellegrino and Mary Girolamo.
Pellegrino came to the United States as an
immigrant from Benevento, ltaly during World
War | and served in the Army. The young fam-
ily moved to Detroit when Joe was a toddler.
Growing up in Detroit, Joseph Girolamo has
made Livonia his home for the last 58 years.

Joseph Girolamo has always been active in
his community. As a youngster Joe sold news-
papers on the street corners of Detroit. He be-
came a Boy Scout and a proud member of the
Junior ROTC in high school. Young Joe joined
the army during World War Il and served hon-
orably as a staff sergeant of General George
Patton’s 7th Army in the European Theatre of
Africa, France and ltaly. It was during his time
in the service that Joe, given his penchant for
taking “creative liberties” on the interpretation
of music as the camp bugler, became known
as the “Boogie Woogie Bugler.”

When World War Il, ended Joseph came
home to begin a 32-year career with Ford
Motor Company, working in the Tool and Die
Division and holding the position of committee-
man. Joe also became a very accomplished
bugler. He served as Drum Major for the
Wayne County Council and the Detroit Edison
Lamplighter Drum and Bugle Corps. Joseph
has written drill and instructed many marching
units in both the United States and Canada.

During his service as an instructor he
trained a women’s drum and bugle corps
where he met Lilian Paananen. Finding a
genuine harmony, Joseph and Lillian were
married on June 12, 1951. The Girolamos
quite literally made beautiful music as both be-
came state champion buglers and Joseph be-
come a national champion bugler. On June 5,
1957 Joe and Lillan became parents to
daughter Joyce Arlene and their family was
complete. After celebrating 40 years of mar-
riage in June of 1991, Joseph’s beloved Lillian
succumbed to leukemia in October of that
year.

Joseph Girolamo continues to be involved in
his community through various veterans’ pro-
grams. He is the JR. VICE of VFW Post 3941
and the Patriotic Instructor for American Le-
gion Post 32, both in Livonia. Major Joe teach-
es flag etiquette to the Boy Scouts, Cub
Scouts, Girl Scouts and Brownies. He volun-
teers as a marching and drill instructor with
the Livonia Churchill High School Junior
ROTC. Major Joe is also a popular speaker at
local schools as he shares his involvement
and experiences during World War II.

Mr. Speaker, for 90 years Joseph Girolamo
has graced the world with his kindness, patri-
otic dedication, hard work, and community
spirit. Today, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Joseph Girolamo upon
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reaching his 90th birthday on March 9, 2011,
and to honor his heartfelt commitment and
brave service to his community and his coun-
try.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE BEVIN
KALATHIL VARUGHESE MEMO-
RIAL FOUNDATION

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 11, 2011

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to seek Congressional recognition of the vital
mission and achievements of the Bevin
Kalathil Varughese Memorial Foundation
(BKV). The BKV Memorial Foundation has
been instrumental in raising awareness and
resources for individuals battling leukemia.
The Foundation’s creation was inspired by the
remarkable life of one of my constituents,
Bevin Kalathil Varughese—a life which was
tragically cut short following an unsuccessful
bout with this terrible disease.

Born in Manhasset, New York, Bevin
Kalathil Varughese was an affectionate indi-
vidual and a cherished son, brother, nephew,
cousin, and uncle. An extraordinarily motivated
young man, Bevin graduated from Herricks
High School in New York and went on to earn
his Bachelor's Degree in Finance and Real
Estate from Temple University in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. His cheerfulness, generosity,
and love of life were evident to all who knew
him; his personality touched all who were
close to him.

Bevin’s drive and good-nature were unwav-
ering—even when he was diagnosed with
Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia in January
2004 at the age of 24. Although Bevin fluc-
tuated between relapse and remission for four
years, he refused to let the disease dampen
his spirits or weaken his will. Instead, Bevin
focused his energy on researching the disease
and the resources available to those it afflicts.
By working with his family and friends, he cre-
ated the South Asian Cancer Foundation
(SACF) which advocates for leukemia aware-
ness, particularly within the South Asian-Amer-
ican community. Bevin was also involved in a
variety of other organizations dealing with the
disease and those affected by it—he hosted
fundraisers to benefit both the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society (LLS) and the SACF, took
part in the LLS Light the Night Walk, and or-
ganized numerous blood and bone marrow
drives.

Although Bevin eventually lost his battle with
leukemia on February 7th, 2008 at the all-too-
young age of 28, his passion and legacy live
on through the Bevin Kalathil Varughese Me-
morial Foundation. The BKV Memorial Foun-
dation was created in 2008 to both preserve
Bevin’s memory and to continue his work with
the South Asian Cancer Foundation. The
Foundation’s mission is to raise awareness
about acute lymphoblastic leukemia and other
blood-related diseases. This non-profit organi-
zation provides resources to those suffering
from leukemia and to their families. The as-
sistance comes in the form of support for leu-
kemia patients, financial aid for those who
cannot afford treatment, and donations for re-
search to find a cure for the disease. The BKV
Foundation works tirelessly to raise funding
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through countless charity events and organiza-
tions. It has also reached out to the greater
community by encouraging individuals to reg-
ister with the National Marrow Donor Program
(NMDP).

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to recognize the
achievements and dedication of the Bevin
Kalathil Varughese Memorial Foundation.
Through its attempts to preserve and honor
Bevin’s memory, this Foundation is making a
positive and lasting impact on countless lives.
| ask that my colleagues in the House join me
in recognition of the achievements of the
Bevin Kalathil Varughese Memorial Founda-
tion.

HONORING JORDAN GARDNER

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 11, 2011

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Jordan Gardner.
Jordan is a very special young woman who
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in
the Girl Scouts of the USA and earning the
high honor of the Gold Award.

Jordan’s outstanding achievement reflects
her hard work and dedication. Jordan has ex-
hibited unique and creative examples of serv-
ice that have made a difference in her com-
munity. | am confident that she will continue to
hold herself to the highest standards in the fu-
ture. This is an accomplishment for which Jor-
dan can take pride in for the rest of her life.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Jordan Gardner for her accom-
plishments with the Girl Scouts of the USA
and for her efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of the Gold Award.

———————

FHA REFINANCE PROGRAM
TERMINATION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 10, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 830) to rescind
the unobligated funding for the FHA Refi-
nance Program and to terminate the pro-
gram, with Mr. Bass of New Hampshire in
the chair.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Chair, | rise today to urge
my colleagues to vote no on H.R. 830, the
FHA Refinance Program Termination Act. This
bill would terminate the authority for the FHA
to guarantee new single family refinance loans
under the FHA refinance program at 97.75
percent of the home’s value. | am concerned
that the Republican plan would kill a program
that offers a cost effective approach to assist-
ing underwater borrowers achieve sustainable
long-term homeownership.

This Congress should be committed to help-
ing struggling homeowners stay in their
homes. Instead it seems we are taking up
measures that would only complicate this ef-
fort. According to the FHA nearly one quarter
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of American homeowners are underwater on
their mortgages. Terminating a program that
would allow hard-working Americans who are
current in their mortgages the ability to stay in
their homes will only add to our nation’s fore-
closure crisis.

Mr. Chair, homeownership is the American
dream for many families in this country. The
FHA Refinance Program will give the Amer-
ican people a chance to keep their dream
alive by allowing lenders the ability to write off
mortgage principal, at no cost to the tax payer.

This Congress must stand with the dis-
tressed homeowners in this country who have
lost their jobs through no fault of their own.
Before moving forward we should ask our-
selves who do we value, and more importantly
who do we stand with? Congress must stand
on the side of the homeowners in this country.
| urge my colleagues to vote no H.R. 830.

—————

RECOGNITION OF MS. NANCY
MAZZA

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 11, 2011

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Nancy Mazza for her immeasurable
contributions as a leader and corporate execu-
tive in the field of retail banking. Nancy has
been valuable to my district and an asset to
local communities. On March 11, 2011, Ms.
Mazza will be recognized by the Greater Long
Branch Chamber of Commerce during their
77th Annual Business Awards Dinner with the
Lois G. Libutti Community Service Award.
Today, | applaud Ms. Mazza, as her achieve-
ments should serve as an inspiration to us all.

Nancy Mazza began her career at Shadow
Lawn Savings Bank as a teller. As a result of
her hard work and dedication, Ms. Mazza was
promoted to Branch Manager in 1984. Her re-
sponsibilities  included overseeing  eight
branches throughout Monmouth County. In
1994 Ms. Mazza acquired the responsibilities
of Senior Vice President and Senior District
Executive for Sovereign Bank. She was ac-
countable for overall sales, operations, per-
formance management, facilities and district
performance in Monmouth County. She cur-
rently serves as the Executive Vice President
of Retail Banking at Colonial American Bank.

Nancy Mazza is a valued member of the
community. Ms. Mazza honorably serves as
past-chair of the Ronald McDonald House in
Long Branch and New Brunswick. She con-
tinues to remain an active member of the
board. Ms. Mazza is also a committee mem-
ber for United Way, Monmouth Park Charities,
the March of Dimes, Michael's Feat, Jason’s
Dream for Kids, Tinton Falls C.U.R.E. and
Toys for Tots. Nancy is an alumna of Rutgers
University and earned a degree in Journalism
and Communications. She is a forty-year resi-
dent of Monmouth County and currently lives
in Little Silver with her husband Dominick and
their three children, DJ, Joseph and Kristyn.

Mr. Speaker, once again | would like to
thank Nancy Mazza for her outstanding con-
tributions to the constituents of my district and
congratulate her for the honors she has re-
ceived from the Greater Long Branch Cham-
ber of Commerce.
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