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Gerald Ford and what it meant to be
involved and to give back to your com-
munity.

The second reason why it was very
important to me was because of that
time and that era. Being born in 1969,
some of my earliest memories sur-
rounded that turmoil of Vietnam and
of Watergate, and of that time when, at
the time then-Congressman Ford be-
coming Vice President and then be-
coming President of the United States.
It very much shaped me as I was inter-
ested in the political process.

The third thing that really makes
this special to me was, later on, just
prior to this, I was granted the privi-
lege of serving my community in the
Michigan House of Representatives,
where I voted to replace Zachary Chan-
dler, who had been a Governor, and the
statue that represented him, I voted to
replace that with Gerald Ford. Now
this was absolutely nothing against
Governor Chandler. He was a great
man in and of himself at the time. He
was an abolitionist, fought against
slavery, and many other things. But we
felt this was such a special opportunity
to grant to President Ford. So it was
really an honor to be able to do that.

The other couple of things that make
this special for me is, I had the oppor-
tunity to attend his funeral here at the
National Cathedral. It was a very mov-
ing time. It was especially interesting
to see people from both sides of the
aisle talk about him with such respect
and the way that he handled himself as
such a gentleman. Even though he was
tough, he came in and did it in a very
respectful way. And I thought that was
a true honor. I then that same day flew
back to Grand Rapids and was able to
pass in front of his casket at the Ger-
ald R. Ford museum in downtown
Grand Rapids, where there were lit-
erally hours and hours and hours of
lines. I literally stood in line for over 4
hours at midnight as this line, through
the entire night, snaked past his cas-
ket to pay honor and respect. Then the
next day, as the burial was happening,
crowds of tens of thousands of people
literally lined the streets in honor of
this man and Mrs. Ford as well.

And now we arrive at this point, the
true honor of being able to be in this
body, to have been an original cospon-
sor of this legislation, to be able to be
here to witness the placing of this stat-
ue here in this great Capitol, a place
where his heart really lied, a place
where he served as minority leader for
a number of years in this very Cham-
ber. And it’s truly an honor to be here
and to be a part of this historic time.
We are so thankful that we can pay
honor and respect to this wonderful
man who served his country nobly.
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Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I urge
passage of this resolution.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.
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Mr. Speaker, President Ford was a
wonderful person, as everyone has said
here. He was a remarkable man. And
one of the most remarkable things
about him was the humility with which
he carried himself through his entire
life.

An All-American football player, he
was criticized for being clumsy by the
national press at times, when in fact it
was because he had a trick knee as a
result of injuries that he suffered. But
he never complained about that.

I'd like to just mention one little
anecdote that I think brings to the at-
tention of people what a genuine per-
son he was. We all know that President
Ford took a rather controversial, and I
would say courageous, act in granting
a pardon to President Nixon because he
thought it was best for this country.

Now, some time thereafter, my fa-
ther actually happened to be the physi-
cian attending to former President
Nixon when he was suffering from his
phlebitis attack which led to a near-
death occasion while he was at Long
Beach Memorial Hospital.

President Ford heard about that, and
President Ford was en route to Cali-
fornia, and he immediately summoned
his aides to him on Air Force One and
said, I want to go visit Richard Nixon.
His staff replied, Mr. President, we
would advise against it. You’ve already
received political heat for pardoning
Mr. Nixon. And a personal visit like
this would draw attention to that, and
we would recommend against it.

In response, Gerald Ford said, Rich-
ard Nixon is my friend; he is in trouble.
I want to see him.

So his aides then said, well, Mr.
President, perhaps he is not well
enough to see you. And President Ford
said to his staff, call his doctor, call
Pat Nixon, ask whether it would be
good for me to visit him, and I will
abide by their decision.

They called up and talked to Mrs.
Nixon, who then called my dad and
asked whether it would be a good idea.
And my dad said it might be the best
thing for his health that could happen.
And when that was told to Gerald Ford,
he said, make it happen. And he did. He
came and he visited Richard Nixon at
the hospital. After it was over, he
turned to his aide, his Chief of Staff,
Dick Cheney, and said, that’s as close
to death as I've ever seen anybody, be-
cause President Nixon was very, very
sick at the time.

My dad called me up after that was
over and said, this was a wonderful
visit. It will help the health of Presi-
dent Nixon. And then he said to me,
this—probably politically incorrect to
say today, but my dad said, That Presi-
dent Ford, he’s a real man’s man. What
he meant by that was he was a genuine
person who, irrespective of the polit-
ical consequences, decided to go for-
ward with what most people would con-
sider to be a genuine act of friendship,
trying to help a friend in need, a friend
who was in difficulty and, in fact, al-
most on the doorstep of death.
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But that was Gerald Ford. He acted
the way we would all hope that we
would act, without concern for the con-
sequences politically. Gerald Ford was,
in fact, a man’s man.

Mr. Speaker, I would urge our col-
leagues to support this resolution so
that we might have the presence of
Gerald Ford’s statue here in our Na-
tion’s Capitol so that generations from
now children can come and visit and
ask questions about who that man,
President Ford, really was, and perhaps
they will get the real picture.

Mr. AMASH. Mr. Speaker, President Ford
served the State of Michigan and the United
States with distinction during a time of im-
mense upheaval. Placing a statue of President
Ford in the Capitol is a great tribute and is
well earned.

| admire President Ford’s willingness to take
principled stands for what he believed was
right, even if those decisions were unpopular
at the time. | am honored to represent the
same district that President Ford served, and
I will continue to strive to live up to his prin-
cipled example.

Thank you to the people of Michigan for
providing this statue. It is my hope that this
statue will serve as a symbol of political cour-
age to future Capitol visitors.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
DANIEL E. LUNGREN) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution, H. Con. Res. 27.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, on that I demand
the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 36 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 6:30 p.m.

———
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AFTER RECESS
The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. BisHOP of Utah) at 6
o’clock and 30 minutes p.m.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.J. RES. 48, ADDITIONAL CON-
TINUING APPROPRIATIONS
AMENDMENTS, 2011
Mr. WOODALL, from the Committee

on Rules, submitted a privileged report
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