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health care costs on California, and the
money that ought to go for the Univer-
sity of California or the University of
Tennessee isn’t there. Where does the
university get the money to keep its
excellence? It raises tuition.

Our former Democratic Governor,
who just retired, said the health care
law imposes on Tennessee more than
$1.1 billion in new costs between 2014
and 2019. That is an unfunded mandate
from Washington that will cost the
people of Tennessee.

Fewer jobs will be created as a result
of this law. Someone might say: How
can you say that? I will give an exam-
ple. I met with a group of leaders of the
restaurant industry in America. They
are CEOs of all the big restaurant com-
panies. They are the second largest em-
ployer in America. They hire a lot of
low-income people. One of them said
they had been operating their stores
with 90 employees on the average, and
as a result of the health care law, their
goal was to operate with 70 employees.
That is fewer jobs. And there were
many other examples of that around
the room.

Even the student loan takeover has
created a problem because students are
actually paying more in interest on
their student loans to help pay for the
new health care law, which I think a
lot of students would not appreciate.

The health care law that was passed
a year ago, which some believe is a his-
toric achievement, we believe is a his-
toric mistake. We believe it would have
been better and will be better to, in-
stead of expanding a health care sys-
tem that costs too much, go step by
step to reduce its costs so more people
can afford insurance. We will continue
to advocate that position. We voted to
repeal the health care law. We lost that
vote. But we are continuing to work.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator’s 8 minutes has ex-
pired.

Mr. ALEXANDER. With Senator
JOHANNS’ leadership and others, we will
work to repeal the 1099 provision. Sen-
ator HATCH and others are working to
give Governors more flexibility in the
Medicaid Program. And we will con-
tinue to advocate solutions such as al-
lowing people to buy insurance across
State lines.

Next Wednesday is an important an-
niversary. Some believe it is a historic
achievement. We believe it is a historic
mistake and that there is a better solu-
tion to health care costs.

I thank the leader for his courtesy in
giving me a chance to go ahead.

I yield the floor.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

HEALTH CARE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, when I was
a little boy growing up, we used to
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have chickens, and every morning the
roosters we had would make the most
noise, unbelievable noise they would
make. Maybe those roosters thought
that when they crowed, the Sun would
come up, but it had nothing to do with
that. I have been places where roosters
do not crow and the Sun still comes up.

My friend from Tennessee is using
the rooster analogy and has about as
much factual foundation as the anal-
ogy I just gave about the Sun coming
up when the rooster crows.

I was at a breakfast this morning.
One of my friends, a former chief of
staff to one of the Senators here, said
to me: Passing the health care bill was
a miracle in the lives of him and his
family. Those are his words, not mine.
They have a child who developed diabe-
tes. They could not find insurance for
that child. Because of the health care
bill, that child is fully insured now.
That is what the health care bill is
about.

For my friend to complain about the
health insurance costs going up, a lit-
tle bit of facts would make a lot of dif-
ference in that argument.

The health care bill does not go into
effect until 2014. Parts of it do, but the
main impetus of the health care bill to
cover the 50 million people who have no
health insurance does not kick in until
2014. The insurance costs have gone up
because insurance companies raised
the premiums, as they always do. One
of the reasons we did the health care
bill is to rein in the health care compa-
nies around the country that are really
bankrupting our country.

Let’s talk about what is in effect
with the health care bill and what will
be in effect. I did not come here to de-
bate the health care bill, but when
something is so without foundation
and fact, I have to respond.

People, such as my friend Bob, have
had miracles in their lives all over
America during the past year because
of that health care bill having passed
because a child under 18 who has a pre-
existing illness cannot be denied insur-
ance. Not only does it apply to chil-
dren, every State in the Union has now
set up programs for people who have
long-term disabilities. Now they can-
not be denied insurance. Not everybody
gets that. You have to be uninsured for
6 months and other certain require-
ments, and it is not as good as for chil-
dren under age 18, but it is pretty good.

I will also say this: Hundreds of thou-
sands of students in college today have
health insurance because their parents
have health insurance. That is what we
did in the law. We raised the bar on
that so children can stay under their
parents’ health insurance for longer pe-
riods of time.

I am going to do an event next week
in Nevada where we are going to have
a number of businesses come together.
People who employ fewer than 10 peo-
ple whose average salary is less than
$25,000 can have health insurance for
the employees, and they get a 35-per-
cent deduction in their premiums. That
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is because of the health care bill we
passed. Mr. President, last year the
IRS sent notices to 4.4 million small
businesses in America to let them
know that they may qualify for re-
duced premiums.

The health care bill is a very impor-
tant bill. It is a milestone in the his-
tory of this country. We are setting up
the exchanges now so everyone can
have the same insurance I have. That
is what it is all about. Millions of Fed-
eral employees have not perfect insur-
ance but good insurance, as I have. My
insurance is the same that an FBI
agent has. Our goal is to make sure ev-
eryone in America has an opportunity
to have insurance similar to ours.

The Presiding Officer may have a dif-
ferent health care plan than I have be-
cause every year—we are part of an ex-
change that we are going to set up for
the 50 million people who have no
health insurance. Every year, we get
quotes from insurance companies, and
we can buy different insurance. We can
buy a Cadillac policy or maybe a Ford
policy. We have a range of insurance
we can buy. That is what we are trying
and we have allowed America to have.
Those exchanges are being set up in
Nevada and other places around the
country.

For people to talk about ObamaCare
and let’s get rid of it, get rid of it for
what? Do we want my friend to go back
to where he cannot get insurance for
his child from these insurance compa-
nies whose interest is one thing—
money, how much money they make?
We have had to rein in those costs.

We keep talking about the cost of the
health care bill. The Congressional
Budget Office said it will reduce the
debt of this country by $1.3 trillion.
That is not some number I made up; it
is the nonpartisan Congressional Budg-
et Office.

I am convinced my friend was right.
In his family’s life, it was a miracle
this past year because they had the
ability to get insurance for their sick
child.

——
SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
any leader remarks, there will be a pe-
riod for the transaction of morning
business until 10:30 this morning, with
Senators permitted to speak for up to
10 minutes each. The Republicans will
control the first half and the majority
will control the final half.

At 10:30 a.m., the Senate will resume
consideration of S. 493, which is the
small business jobs bill. We have been
working through amendments on that
legislation. Virtually every one of the
amendments is not germane to the bill.
That is OK. We are in the Senate, and
that is how things work here. We have
had scores of amendments filed. I am
not going to file cloture on this bill
today. We will work through the
amendments, and maybe we can get a
finite list of amendments when we
come back. I hope we do not have to
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