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agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motions to reconsider be laid upon
the table, with no intervening action
or debate, and that any statements re-
lating to the measure be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 112

Whereas the Pennsylvania State IFC/Pan-
hellenic Dance Marathon (referred to in this
preamble as “THON”’) is the largest student-
run philanthropy in the world, with 700 danc-
ers, more than 300 supporting organizations,
and more than 15,000 volunteers involved in
the annual event;

Whereas student volunteers at the Penn-
sylvania State University annually collect
money and dance for 46 hours straight at the
Bryce Jordan Center for THON, bringing en-
ergy and excitement to campus for a mission
to conquer cancer and awareness about the
disease to thousands of individuals;

Whereas all THON activities support the
mission of the Four Diamonds Fund at Penn
State Hershey Children’s Hospital, which
provides financial and emotional support to
pediatric cancer patients and their families
and funds cancer research;

Whereas each year, THON is the single
largest donor to the Four Diamonds Fund at
Penn State Hershey Children’s Hospital, hav-
ing raised more than $69,000,000 since 1977,
when the 2 organizations first became affili-
ated;

Whereas in 2011, THON set a new fund-
raising record of $9,563,016.09, besting the
previous record of $7,838,054.36, which was set
in 2010;

Whereas THON has helped more than 2,000
families through the Four Diamonds Fund, is
currently helping to build a new Pediatric
Cancer Pavilion at Penn State Hershey Chil-
dren’s Hospital, and has helped support pedi-
atric cancer research that has caused some
pediatric cancer survival rates to increase to
nearly 90 percent; and

Whereas THON has inspired similar events
and organizations across the United States,
including at high schools and institutions of
higher education, and continues to encour-
age students across the United States to vol-
unteer and stay involved in great charitable
causes in their community: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the Pennsylvania State
University IFC/Panhellenic Dance Marathon
(“THON”’) on its continued success in sup-
port of the Four Diamonds Fund at Penn
State Hershey Children’s Hospital; and

(2) commends the Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity students, volunteers, and supporting
organizations for their hard work putting to-
gether another recordbreaking THON.
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NATIONAL 9-1-1 EDUCATION MONTH

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
118.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 118) designating April
2011 as ‘““National 9-1-1 Education Month.”
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There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motions to reconsider be laid upon
the table, with no intervening action
or debate, and that any statements re-
lating to this matter be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 118

Whereas 9-1-1 is nationally recognized as
the number to call in an emergency to re-
ceive immediate help from police, fire, emer-
gency medical services, or other appropriate
emergency response entities;

Whereas in 1967, the President’s Commis-
sion on Law Enforcement and Administra-
tion of Justice recommended that ‘‘a single
number should be established’” nationwide
for reporting emergency situations, and
other Federal Government agencies and var-
ious governmental officials also supported
and encouraged the recommendation;

Whereas in 1968 the American Telephone
and Telegraph Company (AT&T) announced
that it would establish the digits 9-1-1 as the
emergency code throughout the TUnited
States;

Whereas 9-1-1 was designated by Congress
as the national emergency call number under
the Wireless Communications and Public
Safety Act of 1999 (Public Law 106-81);

Whereas section 102 of the ENHANCE 911
Act of 2004 (47 U.S.C. 942 note) declared an
enhanced 9-1-1 system to be ‘‘a high national
priority’” and part of ‘“‘our Nation’s home-
land security and public safety’’;

Whereas it is important that policy mak-
ers at all levels of government understand
the importance of 9-1-1, how the system
works today, and the steps that are needed
to modernize the 9-1-1 system;

Whereas the 9-1-1 system is the connection
between the public and the emergency re-
sponse system in the United States and is
often the first place emergencies of all mag-
nitudes are reported, making 9-1-1 a signifi-
cant homeland security asset;

Whereas more than 6,000 9-1-1 public safety
answering points serve more than 3,000 coun-
ties and parishes throughout the United
States;

Whereas dispatchers at public safety an-
swering points answer more than 200,000,000
9-1-1 calls each year in the United States;

Whereas a growing number of 9-1-1 calls
are made using wireless and Internet Pro-
tocol-based communications services;

Whereas a growing segment of the popu-
lation, including the deaf, hard of hearing,
deaf-blind, and individuals with speech dis-
abilities are increasingly communicating
with nontraditional text, video, and instant
messaging communications services and ex-
pect those services to be able to connect di-
rectly to 9-1-1;

Whereas the growth and variety of means
of communication, including mobile and
Internet Protocol-based systems, impose
challenges for accessing 9-1-1 and imple-
menting an enhanced 9-1-1 system and re-
quire increased education and awareness
about the capabilities of different means of
communication;

Whereas the ability to communicate
through voice, text, data, and video confer-
encing provides an opportunity for the Na-
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tion’s 9-1-1 system to adopt next generation
applications and services, greatly enhancing
the capabilities of 9-1-1 services;

Whereas numerous other ‘““N-1-1" and 800
number services exist for non-emergency sit-
uations, including 2-1-1, 3-1-1, 5-1-1, 7-1-1, 8-1-
1, poison control centers, and mental health
hotlines, and the public needs to be educated
about when to use such services in addition
to, or instead of, 9-1-1;

Whereas international visitors and immi-
grants make up an increasing percentage of
the population of the United States each
year, and visitors and immigrants may have
limited knowledge of our emergency calling
system;

Whereas people of all ages use 9-1-1 and it
is critical to educate people on the proper
use of 9-1-1;

Whereas senior citizens are at high risk for
needing to call 9-1-1 and many senior citizens
are learning to use new technology;

Whereas thousands of 9-1-1 calls are made
each year by children who are properly
trained in the use of 9-1-1, which saves lives
and underscores the critical importance of
training children about 9-1-1 early in life;

Whereas the 9-1-1 system is often misused,
such as through the placement of prank and
non-emergency calls;

Whereas misuse of the 9-1-1 system results
in costly and inefficient use of 9-1-1 and
emergency response resources, and such mis-
use needs to be reduced;

Whereas parents, teachers, and caregivers
must be educated about 9-1-1 in order to play
an active role in 9-1-1 education for children;

Whereas there are many avenues for 9-1-1
public education, including safety fairs,
school presentations, libraries, churches,
businesses, public safety answering point
tours or open houses, civic organizations,
and senior citizen centers;

Whereas parents, teachers, and the Na-
tional Parent Teacher Association con-
tribute significantly to the goal of educating
children about the importance of 9-1-1
through targeted outreach efforts to public
and private schools;

Whereas the United States should strive to
host at least 1 annual educational event re-
garding the proper use of 9-1-1 in every
school in the Nation;

Whereas the people of the United States
deserve the best education regarding the use
of 9-1-1; and

Whereas programs to promote proper use
of 9-1-1 during ‘‘National 9-1-1 Education
Month” may include—

(1) public awareness events, such as con-
ferences and media outreach;

(2) training activities for businesses, par-
ents, teachers, school administrators, and
other caregivers;

(3) educational events in schools and other
appropriate venues; and

(4) production and distribution of informa-
tion about the 9-1-1 system, designed to edu-
cate people of all ages on the importance and
proper use of 9-1-1: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 2011 as ‘‘National 9-1-1
Education Month’’; and

(2) urges Government officials, parents,
teachers, school administrators, caregivers,
businesses, nonprofit organizations, and the
people of the United States to observe ‘‘Na-
tional 9-1-1 Education Month” with appro-
priate ceremonies, training events, and ac-
tivities.

————

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MARCH
31, 2011

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that when the Senate

completes its business today, it ad-

journ until 9:30 a.m. on Thursday,
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