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is liberty there? No, there is Com-
munism. America and Congress, where
are you?

Next up, free trade extremists want
us to pass more of the same, more of
the same failed approach, by adding
Korea. In the first month of this year
alone, America already had racked up a
$1 billion trade deficit with South
Korea, and that market restricts our
goods already. There is no real reci-
procity. We will be lucky if we can sell
75,000 cars there under this proposed
agreement. That is not going to hap-
pen, because it is not guaranteed in the
agreement, yet Korea already sells
nearly half a million cars here. How is
this fair? How is it reciprocal? How
does it hold a promise of balance, not
deficit?

Then there is the potential for an-
other trade agreement with Panama.
The GAO has identified Panama as a
major haven for tax avoidance. In fact,
Panama is one of the most popular des-
tinations for multinational firms to
create subsidiaries, many of which
exist only to help them avoid paying
their fair share of taxes here in our
country. Why further empty out our
country? Why do we do this?

Finally, there is Colombia; Colombia,
the most dangerous country in the
world if you care about labor rights.
Since the 1990s, over 2,000 trade union-
ists have been assassinated in Colom-
bia, and in the vast majority of cases
there has been no justice for the vic-
tims and their families. How can Amer-
ica reward this? Why should Americans
lose more of their jobs for this?

When America’s trade agreements
have failed so vastly and cost us mil-
lions of jobs, and we haven’t had bal-
anced trade accounts in over a quarter
century and our standard of living is
headed down, we simply can’t afford
any more of these losing trade agree-
ments. We ought to go back and re-
negotiate the ones that aren’t working
for us now. It is time for a new trade
model for our country that benefits our
workers and our communities for a
change. America simply can’t afford
another NAFTA that is called Korea.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 45
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———
PRAYER

Reverend Dr. Charles Jackson, Sr.,
Brookland Baptist Church, West Co-
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lumbia, South Carolina, offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Eternal God, our Heavenly Father, to
whom the earth belongs, the fullness
thereof, the world and those who dwell
therein. We humbly approach Your
throne of grace with hearts filled with
gratitude and spirits given to praise.
How thankful we are to You for Your
unconditional love and how You have
demonstrated Your love with compas-
sion, care, and concern for all man-
kind.

Thank You for our President, Sen-
ators, Congresspersons, and all other
officials of our Nation. Be pleased, dear
Lord, to favor them with good health
and strength, wisdom, and spiritual re-
sources to lead our country in a man-
ner that is pleasing and acceptable in
Your sight. We pray that You will keep
our great Nation under Your holy pro-
tection. May we govern in the spirit of
the prophet Micah, who said to do just-
ly, love mercy, and walk humbly with
You.

Tis Your servant’s prayer in the
name of Jesus, the Christ. Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Colorado (Mr. COFFMAN) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

REVEREND DR. CHARLES
JACKSON, SR.

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, it is an honor today, one of
the greatest honors I have had in Con-
gress, to welcome Pastor Charles Jack-
son, Sr., of Brookland Baptist Church,
West Columbia, Lexington County,
South Carolina.

Pastor Jackson is a longtime family
friend of our whole family. He actually
began preaching at age 9. He was li-
censed at age 10. He was ordained at
age 12. He became pastor of the church
at age 18. And now, he is the longest
serving pastor in the Midlands of South
Carolina, 40 years of service.

He has built a church from nearly 60
members to 7,819 members. And we are
so grateful for his success. In fact, two
of his members are active members and
serve in the district office of the Sec-
ond District of South Carolina: Earl
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Brown, a former deacon of the church,
is our deputy director, and special as-
sistant is Beverly Carter. So we truly
identify.

There are now 65 ministries in this
church; the sanctuary, 2,300 seating. He
provides a credit union, a banquet fa-
cility, a foundation. It really serves the
people of the Midlands of South Caro-
lina. I am grateful to be here with my
colleague, Congressman JIM CLYBURN,
who also knows what an extraordinary
person Pastor Jackson is.

He is also a successful family man.
His wife, Robin, is here. As first lady of
the church, she is a beloved person in
our community. Additionally, their son
Charles is pastor of the New Laurel
Street Baptist Church, and we are very
grateful. His daughter Candace is a
graduate of Duke Law School and is a
member of one of the most prominent
law firms of South Carolina, Nelson,
Mullins, Riley & Scarborough. Also,
four grandchildren: Kayla, Charles III,
Caleb, and Carter.

It is my honor to be here with Pastor
Charles Jackson and thank him for giv-
ing our prayer today.

———
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WELCOMING REVEREND DR.
CHARLES JACKSON, SR.

(Mr. CLYBURN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to take just a moment to associate
myself with the remarks we just heard
from Congressman JOE WILSON and to
welcome my longtime friend, Reverend
Charles Jackson, who when we meet in
the barber shop I usually call him a lit-
tle something different.

I want to thank him so much for giv-
ing us the invocation here today and
let him know how much I appreciate
his long friendship and that of his fam-
ily as well. I look forward to seeing you
at Toliver’s in a couple of days.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WESTMORELAND). The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 further requests for 1-
minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

——————

THE SOUTHERN BORDERLANDS
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS ACT

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, for-
eign invaders are threatening the peo-
ple who feed America. Recently, I was
invited to the Arizona border by Con-
gresswoman GABBY GIFFORDS’ office. I
met with border ranchers who live in
fear each day because they don’t know
who or what is lurking on their land.
They communicate with each other
over radios.
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