E750

largest environmental educational event and
the longest running Earth Day celebration in
the nation. | stand in recognition of the staff
and volunteers of the Earth Day Coalition for
all their effort and dedication in creating such
an innovative, exciting and educational event
for the Greater Cleveland community to enjoy.
This year, EarthFest's theme is “Climate
Change Solutions.” Over 175 environmental
exhibits are expected from environmental and
community organizations, government entities
and businesses. EarthFest is just one of Earth
Day Coalition’s many nationally-recognized
programs and promises once again to be a
significant aspect of the world celebration of
Earth Day.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honor and recognition of the staff, volun-
teers, and members of the Earth Day Coalition
as we celebrate EarthFest 2011 on April 17,
2011. EarthFest 2011 promises to educate, in-
spire and motivate all of us to join together as
a community and work toward a more healthy
Earth for future generations.
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Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the legacy of Dr. José Rizal in celebra-
tion of the 150th anniversary of his birth on
June 19, 1861. His writings and dedication to
his country continue to inspire Filipinos, who
widely regard him as the national hero of the
Philippines. His allegiance to his homeland
resonates with Filipino-Americans, and stirs a
renewed patriotism in the hearts of all Ameri-
cans.

A doctor, philosopher, historian, and artist,
Dr. Rizal is best known for his influential
writings during the Philippine struggle for inde-
pendence. Born in the Philippine province of
Laguna in 1861, he traveled throughout the
world for his studies and medical practice,
earning degrees from universities in the Phil-
ippines and Europe. While studying in Spain in
1887, he wrote two novels, Noli Me Tangere
and its sequel Il Filibusterismo, depicting the
Filipinos’ devotion to their country and yearn-
ing for freedom from colonial rule. These
works inspired the struggle for independence
in the Philippines but also placed Rizal’s life in
danger of persecution by the ruling govern-
ment.

Eager to be of service to his country’s
cause, Dr. Rizal returned to the Philippines in
1892. Upon his return, he was exiled to the
South of the Philippines. Despite great strug-
gles, he sought to improve the lives of those
around him by building a medical clinic, con-
ducting religious classes, and teaching agricul-
tural practices. Four years later, as the Phil-
ippine Revolution began to strengthen, he was
convicted of inciting the rebellion with his
writings and was sentenced to death. On the
eve of his execution, Dr. Rizal wrote Mi Ultimo
adids, a poem bidding farewell to his beloved
country, attesting to his dedication to seeking
a free and independent country.

Dr. Rizal's legacy lives on in his writings,
and Filipinos throughout the world remember
him as the idealistic force behind their struggle
for independence. He fought for his country
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not with the sword, but with the peaceful
power of his ideas.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Dr. José Rizal. We remember his
legacy in honor of the Filipino-Americans in
our communities. May his legacy continue to
instill in all of us a renewed dedication to serv-
ing our country.

————————
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to a
friend of mine, a maverick, a community vi-
sionary, a leader, and a true Texan and recog-
nize the achievements and outstanding serv-
ice of a very special person, Senfronia
Thompson.

Senfronia will be “roasted” by the Texas
Southern University and Governor Rick Perry,
Speaker Joe Straus, Senators Rodney Ellis
and John Whitmire, Representative Sylvester
Turner, former Representative Debra Danburg,
former Representative Mark Stiles and others
to raise funds for a wonderful cause, the
Texas Legislative Internship Program (TLIP)
administered by The Mickey Leland Center at
the University. The event will be held at the
Mickey Leland Center at Texas Southern Uni-
versity on April 11, 2011, at the University of
Texas Alumni Center.

The TLIP is a premier internship program
that introduces the best and brightest of our
Texas youth to the innerworkings of govern-
ment and the true value of public service. The
program, developed in 1990, is sponsored by
Senator Rodney Ellis. Since its inception,
more than 400 students accepted into the
TLIP program have interned with members of
the Texas Legislature, the Governor, Lieuten-
ant Governor and the Chief Justice of the Su-
preme Court. This year, 63 interns are working
in and around the Texas State Capitol during
the current legislative session.

In 1973, Senfronia Thompson was elected
to the Texas State House of Representatives
from Houston. She has continued to serve her
constituents in honor ever since. She now
ranks as the longest-serving woman and the
longest-serving African-American in Texas
State legislature history.

Representative Thompson authored and
passed Texas’ first alimony law, the James
Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Act, laws prohibiting ra-
cial profiling, the state minimum wage, the Du-
rable Powers of Attorney Act, the Uniform
Interstate Family Support Act, the Sexual As-
sault Program Fund, the Model School
Records Flagging Act, the Uniform Child Cus-
tody and Jurisdiction Enforcement Act, contra-
ceptive parity, prohibiting small print in cell
phone ads, and scores of other reforms bene-
fiting women, children and the elderly.

The former chair of one of the Legislature’s
most active committees, Judicial Affairs, Rep-
resentative Thompson pushed through major
reforms in child support enforcement, sim-
plified probate proceedings, and complete
overhauls of statutes dealing with statutory
courts and municipal courts. Representative
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Thompson continues to be among the most
successful House members in passing bills
into laws.

Representative Thompson has been in the
forefront of every major campaign against dis-
crimination in the last three decades. Ms.
Thompson has among the highest ranks of
any legislator for her voting record on issues
of concern to women, minorities, labor, con-
sumers, reform advocates, domestic violence
victims, the elderly, teachers and civil libertar-
ians. Among many other honors, she was
named “Woman of the Year” by bipartisan
Texas Women'’s Political Caucus in 1995.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to call Senfronia
Thompson my friend and my colleague in pub-
lic service. | had the pleasure of serving be-
side Senfronia Thompson, a champion of civic
participation, when we were both freshman
legislators together in 1973. It was an honor to
serve with her then and it is an honor for me
to be able to recognize her today. | ask my
colleagues to join me in honoring and thanking
Representative Thompson for her extraor-
dinary service to Texas and our country.

———

HONORING UNIVERSITY OF PA-
CIFIC McGEORGE SCHOOL OF
LAW TEAM

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 15, 2011

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
again acknowledge and honor a University of
Pacific McGeorge School of Law team that
participated at the American Bar Association
National Appellate Advocacy 34th annual com-
petition held April 7-9, 2011, at the U.S. Dis-
trict Courthouse for the Northern District of lli-
nois in Chicago.

The team of Caitlin Urie Christian, ’11, Jill
Larrabee, 12, and Leo Moniz, '12, advanced
to the round of 16 and took ninth place. They
also won the Best Brief Award; an outstanding
accomplishment in its own right, considering
over two hundred teams participated in the
competition.

The competition involved two issues this
year: whether a pre-enforcement challenge
under the First Amendment is ripe for judicial
review and whether a state statute, passed as
a means to tackle a crystal methamphetamine
epidemic, is constitutional under the Supreme
Court's commercial speech jurisprudence.

They were coached by Professors Ed
Telfeyan, '75, and Erich Shiners, '06, and as-
sisted by Andrea Dupray, '11, a member of
the 2009-2010 Moot Court Honors Board.

Previously the winners of a similar award in
the San Francisco regional, this time the writ-
ing of Christian, Larrabee and Moniz faced an
entire new battery of graders who read all 24
briefs for the finals in Chicago. To put the
award in perspective, their work was judged
the best out of 217 teams competing nation-
ally.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the
students and coaches from McGeorge School
of Law on their outstanding performance at
the 2011 regional competition in San Fran-
cisco and at the national finals in Chicago. I'm
pleased to honor their hard work and dedica-
tion to the study of the law.
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