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Witte severely wounded in both of their legs.
In the chaos that followed many other police
personnel responded boldly providing CPR
and other life saving techniques as needed,
while securing the crime scene.

Sergeant Kinterknecht, a Montrose native,
has been posthumously awarded the Purple
Heart and the Medal of Honor by the
Montrose Police Department for his valor in
the face of great and imminent danger. Ser-
geant David Kinterknecht had been involved
with law enforcement since he was 14, as a
member of the Montrose Police Explorers, a
local youth group. He was a committed family
man who is survived by his wife Kathy and his
daughters Andrea and Amanda.

Officer Rodney Ragsdale, who made his
way to Montrose from Suburban Denver, was
another man who had been deeply involved in
law enforcement. Officer Ragsdale was shot in
both of his legs, and for his display of bravery
he was also awarded the Purple Heart and the
Medal of Honor by the Montrose Police De-
partment.

Officer Larry Witte was just 23 at the time
of the incident, and only two years out of
Western State College in Gunnison. Officer
Witte was also severely wounded from gun-
shot wounds in both of his legs, and for his
steadfastness in dire circumstances he was
also awarded the Purple Heart and the Medal
of Honor. Officer Witte has a lovely wife, Chel-
sea, and a beautiful young daughter, Julia. He
has recovered from his wounds and is back
on patrol in Montrose.

Mr. Speaker, it has been an honor to rise in
tribute to these three brave men. We should
never forget the sacrifices the men and
women in law enforcement make every day to
insure our safety, and the sacrifices of their
families. To Officer Ragsdale and Officer
Witte, thank you for your service and gallantry.
To the Kinterknecht family, our thoughts and
prayers have, and continue to be, with you all.
Sergeant Kinterknecht gave his life in service,
and he shall not be forgotten.

KATHRYNN MERRILLS

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 3, 2011

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Kathrynn
Merrills for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Kathrynn Merrills is a 7th grader at Oberon
Middle School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have
allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Kathrynn
Merrills is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Kathrynn Merrills for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all her future
accomplishments.
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HONORING CROATION PRESIDENT
IVO JOSIPOVIC

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 3, 2011

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, | would first
like to thank Croatian President Ivo Josipovi¢
for traveling to the United States and taking
part in the Congressional Croatian Caucus
kick-off event.

Although President Josipovi¢ has been in
office for little over a year, his record in pro-
moting an environment of genuine regional
dialogue, better mutual understanding, across-
the-board cooperation, and a Euro-Atlantic
perspective for the whole of South East Eu-
rope has been noteworthy.

Since taking office he has pursued the path
of regional reconciliation, a policy that has
been matched with concrete action. For exam-
ple, President Josipovi¢ expressed regret for
all the victims of the tragic events of the 1990s
irrespective of their ethnic background, reli-
gious identity, or country of origin. He has also
pursued open dialogue with all the key part-
ners in the region of South East Europe, but
in particular with Serbian and Bosnian and
Herzegovinian high officials.

His efforts at promoting the eventual mem-
bership of all the countries in the region into
the EU and NATO, have been widely recog-
nized. President Josipovi¢'s effort in realizing
“Europe, whole, free and at peace” is ac-
knowledged and has been highly commended
by the Administration and prominent members
of Congress, as it complements U.S. efforts in
that part of the world.

Croatia’s two-year-long record of NATO
membership already bears his mark. President
Josipovi¢ showed strong leadership and re-
sponsibility at the December 2010 NATO sum-
mit in Lisbon, in regard to Croatian contribu-
tions to NATO led peace-keeping missions.
Moreover, he has offered his strong support to
Allied efforts in Afghanistan, where Croatian
troops and experts assist in transitioning this
country to stability and security, using its own
capabilities, which was clearly expressed on
his recent visit to Kabul.

Again, on behalf of the Congressional Cro-
atian Caucus, | would like to welcome Presi-
dent Josipovic to the United States and for his
role in building a closer friendship between our
two nations.

LANCE ORTIZ

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 3, 2011

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Lance Ortiz
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Lance Ortiz is
a 12th grader at Jefferson Senior High and re-
ceived this award because his determination
and hard work have allowed him to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Lance Ortiz
is exemplary of the type of achievement that
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive
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to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Lance Ortiz for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all his future accom-
plishments.

——
IN TRIBUTE TO TEMPLE BETH
EMETH V’OHR PROGRESSIVE

SHAARI ZEDEK ON THE OCCA-
SION OF THEIR CENTENNIAL
YEAR

HON. ANTHONY D. WEINER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 3, 2011

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize Temple Beth Emeth v'Ohr Progressive
Shaari Zedek on their 100th Anniversary. The
temple has provided faithful and devoted serv-
ice to the Brooklyn community and has shown
great commitment to the Jewish religion.

For 100 years, Temple Beth Emeth v'Ohr
Progressive Shaari Zedek has shown great
dedication to the Brooklyn community and has
instilled their members with a strong sense of
Jewish identity. | commend this outstanding
temple and the excellent work they have done
in the Brooklyn community and the City of
New York.

Temple Beth Emeth Vv'Ohr Progressive
Shaari Zedek represents the best of the
Brooklyn community. They have dedicated
their talents to provide their neighbors time for
spiritual reflection and renewal with weekly
Shabbat services and have improved the qual-
ity of life for their neighbors, friends, and fam-
ily.

Temple Beth Emeth v'Ohr Progressive
Shaari Zedek is truly a pillar of strength built
on the support of their faithful members. Their
members’ generous and active involvement
has contributed to the many years of phe-
nomenal service that the temple has provided.

| am honored to recognize Temple Beth
Emeth v'Ohr Progressive Shaari Zedek on the
occasion of their centennial year and further
extend my gratitude for their many loyal years
of service to the Brooklyn community and |
hope they continue to grow and provide the
quality service for which they are so well
known.

————

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST.
GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 3, 2011

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 75th anniversary of St. George
Orthodox Church. The parish celebrated this
occasion this past weekend with a banquet
and brunch.

The parish was organized in 1936 by fami-
lies that had immigrated from Lebanon, Syria
and Palestine. Due to the success of these
immigrants the parish thrived and the first
church was built in 1938. Many of the original
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members remain a vibrant part of parish life to
this day. The parish relocated to the existing
church 40 years ago in 1971. Currently there
are 230 families that make their spiritual home
at St. George Orthodox Church. Despite the
diversity of cultures among the parishioners,
the Church members are united in their Ortho-
dox Faith rooted in Apostolic Succession.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in congratulating Father Jo-
seph Abud, the parishioners, clergy, staff, and
friends of St. George Orthodox Church for 75
years of worship, fellowship, and inspiration.
May God continue to bless the parish with en-
thusiasm and spiritual growth for many, many
years to come.

—————

VIVIAN FIELD MIDDLE SCHOOL
CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF EDU-
CATION

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 3, 2011

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pride that | rise today to recognize the
50th anniversary of Vivian Field Middle
School. As a former student of Carrollton-
Farmers Branch ISD, it gives me great satis-
faction to recognize Vivian Field Middle School
for its five decades of educational excellence.

In 1960, Tom Field, a former county com-
missioner and staunch supporter of public
education, donated 7.5 acres of land to
Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISD for a new
school. Mr. Field, however, had one require-
ment of the school district: the new school had
to be named after his wife, Vivian. The school
district honored his wish and constructed Viv-
ian Field Junior High School.

Vivian Field Junior High School opened in
the fall of 1961. The school consisted of the
sixth, seventh, and eighth grades. The main
building was structured with three wings which
were connected by a gymnasium on the
southeast side and a cafeteria on the west
side. In 1969, to accommodate its growing
student body, Vivian Field Junior High School
constructed an additional wing, providing a for-
mal entrance and additional classrooms. Since
opening, the school has changed its name to
Vivian Field Middle School to better reflect the
grades and programs.

Today, Vivian Field Middle School has ap-
proximately 900 students across three grades.
The middle school has been honored by the
Texas Education Agency as a “Recognized”
school from 2005 to 2010, and has been com-
mended on the State and National level for
continually providing an outstanding education
for its students.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th District of
Texas, | ask all my distinguished colleagues to
join me in commending the administrators,
teachers, and students of Vivian Field Middle
School for its five decades of exemplary edu-
cation in our community.
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LYDIA AGEDE
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 3, 2011

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Lydia Agede
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Lydia Agede is
a 12th grader at Standley Lake High School
and received this award because her deter-
mination and hard work have allowed her to
overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Lydia
Agede is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Lydia Agede for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all her future accom-
plishments.

————

TRIBUTE TO USMC MASTER
SERGEANT FRANK MASON

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 3, 2011

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, every so often,
the heroism of America’s greatest generation
is relived through personal accounts, cere-
mony and celebration. It was these Americans
who lead our nation to victory in Europe and
the Pacific during World War I, and then re-
turned home to build an economy and set the
gold standard for future generations to not
only admire, but to follow.

One of these great Americans, Marine
Corps Master Sergeant Frank Mason, is cele-
brating his 90th birthday, a significant mile-
stone that encompasses a lifetime of service
and sacrifice. Frank’s story, starting with his
childhood and carrying through his career in
the Marine Corps, is truly inspiring. And his
courage as a prisoner of war following the fall
of the Philippines is an example of the same
American selflessness and fighting spirit that
continues to motivate the men and women of
the Marine Corps, and every other American
who understands that freedom comes at a
cost.

Seeing both an obligation of duty and op-
portunity in the Marine Corps, Frank enlisted
in the Marines in 1937 at 17 years of age.
Frank was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 4th
Marine Regiment and, after a year in Hawaii,
he joined the Battalion in Shanghai, China—
Oa part of the world that, outside of books and
maps, was unfamiliar to most Americans—
until the threat of a Japanese attack forced the
evacuation of all American troops on Novem-
ber 28, 1941—days before the bombing of
Pearl Harbor. Frank’s next stop was the Phil-
ippines, where the Marines would soon put up
a valiant fight against a determined and relent-
less Japanese enemy committed to fighting
until the last man.

The Philippines was a strategic asset for
both the U.S. and the Japanese during World
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War Il. And the Island of Corregidor was the
culmination of the Japanese campaign for the
Philippines. It was on Corregidor that Frank
and others, cornered and outnumbered, en-
dured multiple waves of attacks. They held
their ground. The fighting intensified until Jap-
anese tanks went into action and stacked the
odds against the Marines on the Island.

Many were wounded, and under fear that
Japanese landings would continue overnight,
General Jonathan Wainright made the deci-
sion to surrender.

General Wainright's famous words to Presi-
dent Roosevelt provide a clear window into
the conditions facing Marines on Corregidor,
saying “There is a limit of human endurance,
and that point has long passed.” On May 6,
1942, the Corregidor garrison, with two offi-
cers sent forward with a white flag, surren-
dered to the Japanese.

Frank’s account of these events aptly re-
flects the attitude of a Marine rifleman. An atti-
tude, in fact, that reflects the tradition and
honor of the Marine Corps to this day. Franks
asserts that, “we never surrendered. We were
ordered to stop fighting.”

Frank was put on a “hell ship” and trans-
ported to japan with other Prisoners of War,
where he was starved and nearly worked to
death in a nickel and lead mine for over three
years. Still, Frank did not lose his spirit or his
desire to live. With some incredible fortune
and personal resourcefulness, Frank survived.
And when most people might say they've
done their part and try restoring some nor-
malcy to their lives, Frank made the conscious
decision to stay in the Marine Corps. His ex-
traordinary levels of experience, fortitude and
resilience, would be needed yet again, this
time in Korea.

Less than a decade after the World War Il
victory parades rolled through America,
Frank’s next test would come during the Ko-
rean War and the historic battle of the Chosin
Reservoir—a badge of pride for the Marine
Corps, which, once again, faced insurmount-
able odds against a formidable enemy. Frank
showed that the right leadership and experi-
ence is invaluable, under even the most dif-
ficult and dangerous conditions.

It's impossible to quantify Frank’s contribu-
tion to the nation, but what's certain is that
there are only a few Americans whose experi-
ence and sacrifice compare to his. Frank is
part of an elite class of Americans who de-
serve our unending appreciation.

It was Ronald Reagan who famously said,
“Some people live an entire lifetime and won-
der if they have made a difference in the
world. Marines don’t have that problem.” Mr.
Speaker, | believe Frank is an example of the
type of Marine President Reagan had in mind.
Frank made a difference and we are all thank-
ful for his service.

On the occasion of his 90th birthday, | ask
that my colleagues join me in paying tribute to
Master Sergeant Frank Mason—a true Amer-
ican hero.

LIZBETH BLANCO-RAMOS
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 3, 2011

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Lizbeth Blan-
co-Ramos for receiving the Arvada Wheat
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