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Again, thank you for your oversight and 

for your consideration of my concerns. I look 
forward to working with you this Congress. 

Sincerely, 
TOM A. COBURN, M.D., 

U.S. Senator. 

Ms. LANDRIEU. I have tried to be 
patient. I understand that. But I am 
asking one last time—I am asking my 
ranking member, I am asking the other 
members of my committee, I am ask-
ing my Democratic colleagues and Re-
publican colleagues—please, in the 
next few hours, please, let your voice 
be heard to your leaders—the minority 
leader and the majority leader—and 
please try to come to some reasonable 
agreement. 

I think the cloture motion is quite 
reasonable, the cloture motion Senator 
REID has put down. If we could agree to 
that, get 60 votes or more, we could 
move on and pass this reauthorization, 
which is so important for job creation 
in America. 

We are 3 years behind schedule—not 6 
months, not 8 months, but 3 years be-
hind schedule. We have been operating 
this program—a very good program, 
one of the best—every 3 months, some-
times one month, sometimes a bit 
longer, but people have to guess wheth-
er we are going to extend it. That is no 
way to run an airline or a train or a 
bus or even a two-seated car, for that 
matter. You have to have a long run-
way here to get good things done and 
to stop wasting taxpayer money and 
their time. 

So I am going to ask, please, let’s try 
to get cloture. 

Finally, the States that are most af-
fected—the Senators who represent 
these States might want to be heads 
up—but Colorado, Maryland, Virginia, 
California, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New 
York, Florida, Texas and Alabama are 
among the States that benefit the most 
from this program. All our States ben-
efit. Companies in my own State of 
Louisiana have received some of these 
awards and have gone on to hire hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of people. But 
these other States have managed to ac-
tually get themselves to the front of 
the line. 

I thank Senator BROWN for his co-
sponsorship of this bill. I thank other 
Senators from these States. But the 
Texas and Florida and Alabama Sen-
ators, the New York Senators, the Sen-
ators from Ohio and Pennsylvania, par-
ticularly, Massachusetts and Cali-
fornia—the top of the list—have a lot 
to lose if we cannot get this program 
reauthorized. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. SHELBY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. SHELBY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent to proceed in 
morning business for 8 minutes. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

TORNADO SYSTEM DISASTER IN 
ALABAMA 

Mr. SHELBY. Madam President, I 
rise to thank my colleagues in the Sen-
ate and countless others across the 
country for their outpouring of support 
and offers of assistance to my State of 
Alabama in this time of need. 

On April 27—this last week—an un-
precedented tornado system struck the 
State of Alabama, claiming hundreds 
of lives and destroying thousands of 
homes and businesses. At last count, 
236 people in Alabama alone were dead, 
with thousands more injured and a lot 
missing. It will take many years and 
potentially billions of dollars for my 
State to fully recover from this cata-
strophic disaster. 

We have received calls from my fel-
low Senators, many of whom recently 
experienced destruction in their own 
States due to floods and deadly storms, 
with offers of help. To those who have 
reached out, I wish to offer my sincere 
gratitude on behalf of the people of 
Alabama. I also wish to thank Presi-
dent Obama and FEMA Administrator 
Craig Fugate for their swift response 
and commitment to restoring our 
State. 

Their words of encouragement to dis-
aster victims during their visit to Ala-
bama helped ease the grief burdening 
local families, and their work with 
Gov. Robert Bentley and Alabama 
Emergency Management Agency Direc-
tor Art Faulkner has provided vital as-
sistance during these difficult times. 
This continued level of Federal coordi-
nation is critical to ensuring that Ala-
bama gets back on its feet as quickly 
as possible. 

I have never in my life seen such dev-
astation to the extent I saw during my 
visit to my home State of Alabama re-
cently. Giant oaks lie flattened and 
splintered. Homes throughout the 
State were demolished, leaving thou-
sands homeless and reliant on the Red 
Cross, the Salvation Army, and others 
for shelter. At one point last week, 
over 1 million Alabama residents were 
without power—almost one-quarter of 
the State’s population. It was gut- 
wrenching to walk through scattered 
rubble and realize it was once the site 
of someone’s home or someone’s busi-
ness. The scale and the magnitude of 
destruction can only be described as 
hell on Earth. 

In our State, while larger cities such 
as Birmingham and Tuscaloosa—my 
hometown—suffered extensive damage, 
so did other rural areas. Communities 
such as Pratt City, Pleasant Grove, 
Concord, Rainsville, Hackleburg, 
Cullman, and many others also in-
curred the wrath of the storm system 
and are now trying to assess the extent 
of their damage. 

In DeKalb, Marion and Franklin 
Counties alone, we have seen nearly 100 
deaths. Virtually every part of the 
State was touched by storms, and all of 
us were affected. The pain and loss that 
families are experiencing are still 
fresh. Many remain in shock. 

However, we must also recognize that 
Alabama was not the lone victim of the 
storm. As we continue our cleanup and 
recovery efforts, so do the people of 
Tennessee, Mississippi, Georgia, Vir-
ginia, Louisiana, and Kentucky. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with all of 
the affected States. We stand willing 
and able to assist you, as you have of-
fered similar support to us. 

I want to reassure the people of Ala-
bama and all the affected States that 
we will do everything we can on the 
Federal level to restore life as it was 
before. My staff and I are working with 
the State, FEMA, and the other Fed-
eral agencies to ensure as quick and ef-
ficient a recovery as possible. 

Thousands of Alabamians have 
opened their homes, donated supplies, 
made contributions, and rushed to help 
in any way they could. After wit-
nessing the selfless generosity of com-
plete strangers and the sheer resilience 
of those affected by the storms, I have 
never been more proud to call Alabama 
my home. 

It will take a lot of work and help 
from volunteers, but I am convinced 
that, together, we can overcome this 
terrible tragedy. 

Madam President, I yield the floor. 
f 

CONFIRMATION OF KEVIN HUNTER 
SHARP AND SKIP DALTON 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Madam 
President, yesterday the Senate con-
firmed the nominations of Kevin 
Hunter Sharp to fill a judicial emer-
gency vacancy on the U.S. District 
Court for the Middle District of Ten-
nessee and Roy ‘‘Skip’’ Dalton to fill a 
judicial emergency vacancy on the U.S. 
District Court for the Middle District 
of Florida. Though I was necessarily 
absent from the vote, if present and 
voting I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ I 
fully support the nomination of Mr. 
Sharp to fill a vacancy in Tennessee, 
and I am pleased that Mr. Dalton was 
confirmed by unanimous consent. 

Roy Dalton, nominee for the Middle 
District of Florida, is currently a part-
ner at Dalton & Carpenter. Mr. Dalton 
previously worked as a counsel to my 
friend, Senator Mel Martinez of Flor-
ida, and had a long career in private 
practice in Orlando, FL. I have known 
Mr. Dalton for many years, and I am 
pleased that the Senate has acted on 
his nomination. 

Madam President, the high level of 
judicial vacancies puts at serious risk 
the ability of all Americans to have a 
fair hearing in court. I congratulate 
Senator LEAHY and Senator GRASSLEY 
on their leadership and hope that we 
can all continue to work together to 
address the backlog of judicial nomina-
tions. 
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