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Small Business Administration, and
emergency first responders for taking
swift action and providing our district
with supplies, funding, and on-the-spot
guidance for victims.

While we still have a tough road
ahead, our district can take heart in
the fact that every step is being taken
to ensure that help will reach everyone
affected and in a swift and efficient
manner. I hope that all Americans will
keep the residents and families of
North Carolina and those families in
Alabama and the other States that
have been so terribly affected in their
prayers as we continue to work in the
rescue effort going forward.

Thank you. God bless America.

SMALL BUSINESS INNOVATION
RESEARCH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. ALTMIRE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the Small Business
Innovation Research program. For over
a quarter century, SBIR has been key
to American competitiveness around
the world. It has provided quality re-
search, spurred technological advance-
ments, and allowed innovative small
businesses to partner with the govern-
ment for the development of some of
today’s most cutting-edge goods and
services.

The region I represent in western
Pennsylvania is home to a number of
companies that have benefited from
the SBIR program, yet these compa-
nies have been faced with uncertainty
over the past few years because Con-
gress has failed to act on a full reau-
thorization. Short-term extensions are
putting the future of research and de-
velopment at risk. In this fragile econ-
omy, Congress owes it to these
innovators to give them the certainty
they need to fully pursue their ideas.
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I have supported legislation to reau-
thorize this program for the past 4
years because I understand the impor-
tance of innovation and the Federal
Government’s unique role in creating a
fertile climate for it. In the past, when-
ever our Nation has bounced back from
economic downturns, innovation has
been the catalyst. Time and again, in-
ventive ideas have led to new products,
generating a wave of job creation and
putting us on a path back to pros-
perity.

This year, I have joined with my col-
leagues on the Small Business Com-
mittee to introduce a full 3-year reau-
thorization of the SBIR program. As
Congress looks for ways to reduce
spending yet Kkeep America globally
competitive, the SBIR program is that
rare piece of legislation that can ac-
complish both goals simultaneously.

At its most fundamental, the SBIR
program provides valuable seed money
for entrepreneurs who are willing to
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explore untested concepts and, ulti-
mately, develop new products. Addi-
tionally, it solves one of the primary
concerns facing small businesses
today—access to capital. This reau-
thorization would make important
changes to the current program that
will allow more entrepreneurs to par-
ticipate by allowing companies that re-
ceive funding from multiple venture
capital groups to competitively apply
for a portion of SBIR grants.

Reauthorization of SBIR will allow
us to continue to foster research and
innovation that will translate into a
wealth of new employment opportuni-
ties and economic growth for western
Pennsylvania and all of America. I
hope my colleagues will join me in sup-
porting this bipartisan legislation that
encourages creativity and ensures
America will stay a global leader in in-
novation for years to come.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF FORMER
CONGRESSMAN ROBERT B. DUN-
CAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I
rise this morning to comment on the
passing of a dear friend and Oregon
icon, former Congressman Robert Dun-
can, who died last week at age 90. Bob
served his Nation with distinction be-
ginning with his service during World
War II in both the merchant marine
and the U.S. Navy. After graduating
from the University of Michigan Law
School, he settled in Medford, Oregon,
with his wife Marijane. He was a State
legislator from that community. He
served two terms as speaker for the
first time in Oregon history.

From there, he went to serve in Con-
gress, representing the Fourth Con-
gressional District in southwest Or-
egon until he was persuaded by Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson to leave Congress
to run for a vacated U.S. Senate seat
against Governor Mark Hatfield. In a
campaign that defined Oregon politics
for over a decade, Bob lost narrowly to
Mark Hatfield in, to say the very least,
a heated campaign, focusing in large
measure over the United States’ in-
volvement in the war in Vietnam,
which he supported and Mark Hatfield
opposed. A significant development was
the endorsement of then-Democratic
U.S. Senator Wayne Morris of Repub-
lican Hatfield, which many experts feel
provided the narrow margin of victory
for Hatfield. Later, Bob almost won the
Democratic primary against Wayne
Worse when he ran for reelection 2
years later sending shockwaves that
reverberated for a decade.

I first had the opportunity to work
with Bob Duncan when I was directing
a campaign to lower Oregon’s voting
age in 1969, and he was a zealous sup-
porter of engaging young people in the
political process.

In 1974, Bob again made history by
being the first Oregonian to represent 2
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different districts in Congress as he
was elected to the Third Congressional
District, which I am now privileged to
represent. He continued for another 6
years of distinguished service, serving
on the Appropriations Committee.

After leaving Congress in 1981, Bob
returned to private practice as a law-
yer in Portland and Washington, D.C.,
and later served on the Northwest
Planning Power Council.

Bob had many passions in his life but
none more important than his family.
He was married 48 years to Marijane
until her death in 1989, and later, he
married Kathy Boe and found many
years of happiness. Bob had seven chil-
dren who survive him: Nancy, Angus,
David, Jamie, Laurie, Bonnie and
Jeanne.

He was by turns a stubborn political
animal, generous of spirit, with a leg-
acy for courage strengthened by his
convictions. He was a man of great
humor, intellect, and conviction. He
was also thrifty to an extent that is
legendary to family and friends and
many of his constituents. Until the end
of his life I would still get letters from
him with a series of 3-cent stamps and
the old congressional return address on
the envelope scratched over. But he
was very careful with the taxpayer
money in his Appropriations Com-
mittee to an extent that sometimes
drove even his supporters to distrac-
tion.

He leaves a legacy for courage, pas-
sion for justice, and accomplishment of
decades of service, particularly a dec-
ade in two very different congressional
districts that were united in the admi-
ration of this dedicated public servant.
He will be missed, but fondly remem-
bered.

RAPIDLY RISING GAS PRICES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Rhode Island (Mr. LANGEVIN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to urge my colleagues to join to-
gether to immediately address one of
the greatest problems facing our fami-
lies and small business right now; that
is, rapidly rising gas prices.

As I traveled across Rhode Island
during the district work period, the
issue of high gas prices was never far
from anyone’s mind. It affects every
family’s bottom line and the budgets of
small businesses that are still recov-
ering from the recession.

As our fragile economy continues, it
is imperative that we work to find so-
lutions in the short term as we turn
our attention towards a serious, long-
term solution to reduce our demand for
oil. Our Nation simply cannot have low
gas prices without reducing the
amount of oil that we use.

We remain in constant competition
right now with India, China, and other
developing Nations, and the world does
not have the resources to continue to
supply us all with cheap oil, especially
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