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energy resources from reaching the
American marketplace. H.R. 1032, the
RELIEF Act, doesn’t stop people from
having their day in court. But what it
would do is it would allow the environ-
mental wackos that are trying to stop
energy production here in this country
from having this endless plethora of
lawsuits that stop the permitting and
stop the production.

What it would do is it would require
that all lawsuits be filed within 60 days
and that the courts would have to have
a determination or solution to that
case within 180 days, and that if the
district court ruling was appealed, that
it would go to the Supreme Court and
the Supreme Court would have a ruling
within another 180 days. It would also
allow some relief from the frivolous
lawsuits by allowing the prevailing
party to be able to seek legal fees and
other expenses under the Act. This is
the kind of bill that we need to pass.
I've been asking Members of Congress
to cosponsor this because we need to
pass this kind of legislation.

We hear from our colleagues, Let’s
stop the subsidies to the big oil compa-
nies with all their billions of dollars of
profits. I would like to stop subsidies
to everything, including ethanol, which
has not made sense. I'm a good south-
ern boy. I love my grits and cornbread.
And it makes no sense to me to drive
down the road burning up my grits and
cornbread in my Yukon. It’s destroying
engines, it’s destroying food prices, it’s
destroying jobs here in this country.
We need to stop all of this. We need to
start developing our own energy re-
sources.

Mr. Speaker, what can the American
people do? What American people can
do is contact their Members of the Sen-
ate and the House and demand that we
start producing American energy.
America is not secure as a Nation be-
cause we’re not energy secure. We've
got to start developing our own energy
resources here in America. All of them.
We need to have an all-of-the-above en-
ergy policy. It’s up to the American
people to demand that from their Mem-
bers of the House as well as the Senate.

Former U.S. Senator Everett Dirksen
one time said when he feels the heat,
he sees the light. The American people
absolutely must contact their Senators
and Congressmen to say: We need
American energy. We’ve got to start
developing our own energy resources—
all of the American energy resources—
coal, oil, natural gas, wind, solar, nu-
clear energy. Every single energy re-
source. It’s absolutely critical. It’s
critical for us to lower the cost of
American energy, lower the cost of gro-
ceries in the grocery store and in res-
taurants, lower the cost of all goods
and services by lowering the cost of en-
ergy production, make us secure as a
Nation. It’s up to the American people
to demand it from your Member of
Congress, from both your U.S. Senators
as well as U.S. House Member. If we get
enough heat upon Members of Con-
gress, particularly heat upon our
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Democratic colleagues in the House as
well as our Democratic colleagues in
the Senate, as well as the Obama ad-
ministration, we can be a secure Na-
tion, we can be energy independent. We
must. And it’s up to the American peo-
ple to demand it.

I yield back the balance of my time.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1229, PUTTING THE GULF OF
MEXICO BACK TO WORK ACT,
AND PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 1230, RESTARTING
AMERICAN OFFSHORE LEASING
NOW ACT

Mr. BISHOP of Utah (during the Spe-
cial Order of Mr. BROUN of Georgia),
from the Committee on Rules, sub-
mitted a privileged report (Rept. No.
112-73) on the resolution (H. Res. 245)
providing for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 1229) to amend the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf Lands Act to facilitate the
safe and timely production of Amer-
ican energy resources from the Gulf of
Mexico, and providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 1230) to require
the Secretary of the Interior to con-
duct certain offshore oil and gas lease
sales, and for other purposes, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.

———
[ 1830

JUSTICE IS SERVED: THE DEATH
OF OSAMA BIN LADEN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Thank you very
much, Mr. Speaker.

I want to really focus today on an ex-
traordinary event that took place on
Sunday, that is, American time, but
before I do that, I just want to take a
couple of minutes having sat here lis-
tening to the last 45 minutes on energy
policy, just a couple of things.

The President is not suggesting that
we raise taxes on fuel but that we
eliminate subsidies to the oil industry
that has received, for a century, Amer-
ican taxpayers’ support, and those sub-
sidies are no longer needed given the
extraordinary profits that they are
making. We ought to also consider that
last year, ExxonMobil paid zero Fed-
eral income tax, yet they had billions,
about $11 billion, of profit.

The second point, the oil production
in the Gulf of Mexico is up this year
compared to the previous year, and
even though there is more production
of oil out of the Gulf of Mexico, we’ve
still seen this spike in gasoline prices.
So the notion that somehow more drill-
ing in the Gulf of Mexico will drive
prices down is just not the case, be-
cause we’'ve seen more production and
yvet a spike in prices.
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Finally, with regard to the bills that
were just announced during the middle
of this discussion about drilling in the
Gulf of Mexico, the Democratic Party
wants to make sure that that drilling
is done safely; the President wants to
make sure that drilling is done safely.
And what we have suggested, that
when these bills come to the floor, they
be amended so that the recommenda-
tions made by the commission that
studied the blowout on the BP plat-
form, that those safety recommenda-
tions be put into the law. I guess that’s
not such a bad idea, but I want to just
get that out here just so we have some
understanding about what was dis-
cussed over this last hour.

But what I really want to do—and I
see my colleague from South Carolina
(Mr. CLYBURN) here—is focus on an ex-
traordinary and extremely important
event that took place on Sunday,
American time, and Monday, Pakistani
time. The United States persevered for
a decade to get Osama bin Laden. The
President of the United States, Barack
Obama, was determined during his
campaign for Presidency and in the
very first moments of his Presidency
that he would focus like a laser beam
on getting Osama bin Laden. It took
some time. It took an extraordinary ef-
fort by the intelligence community, by
the military, by this Congress in pro-
viding the necessary support and by
our colleagues in other branches of
government to get the job done. It was
accomplished, and finally that banner
on that aircraft carrier has real mean-
ing—Mission Accomplished.

Mission Accomplished. Osama bin
Laden is no more. The man that was
responsible for the biggest mass mur-
der ever in this Nation’s history is no
more. President Obama, we thank you.
We thank the men and women of this
military and the intelligence commu-
nity that made this happen. We ap-
plaud the courage of all that were in-
volved and the wisdom and the deter-
mination to get the mission accom-
plished.

Let me now turn to our colleague
from South Carolina (Mr. CLYBURN).

Mr. CLYBURN. Thank you so much.
Thank you for yielding me the time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to commend and
give thanks to all those who played
roles in the operation that resulted in
the death of Osama bin Laden.

First and foremost, President Obama
who came into office determined to
renew the focus on Osama bin Laden,
and he has delivered. His gutsy deci-
sion to proceed with the raid as he did,
as opposed to striking the compound
from the air, will go down in history as
one of the great Presidential decisions
of all time.

Next, the Navy SEALs who carried
out the mission. Their unparalleled
courage, dedication, and physical and
mental strength are truly awe inspir-
ing and were crucial for the success of
the operation.

We have been trying to eliminate the
threat to our homeland since 1993, and
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