May 11, 2011

H.R. 1425

(Mrs. ELLMERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. ELLMERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 1425, the Cre-
ating Jobs Through Small Business In-
novation Act. This bipartisan bill is
being marked up today in the House
Small Business Committee.

Our bill reauthorizes the SBIR and
STTR programs, which have a proven
track record of creating jobs, stimu-
lating small business growth, and help-
ing startups succeed by providing the
impetus to start projects that other-
wise would not have gotten off the
ground. But, most importantly, our bill
does not cost anything. This program
simply requires that the Federal agen-
cies slice out a portion of their overall
budget for small firms to compete for
research and development for new in-
novative ideas.

The SBIR program is set to expire on
May 31. As chairwoman of the House
Small Business Committee on Health
and Technology, I believe it is vital
that we expedite reauthorization of the
SBIR program so that small businesses
can continue to compete for the con-
tracts that will springboard ideas, cre-
ate jobs, and spur economic growth.

—————

GAS PRICES

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, for
nearly 20 weeks this Chamber has been
discussing ways to reduce our Nation’s
deficit, debating the merits of cutting
one program or another, most times in-
cluding important initiatives like job
training funds, education, and health-
related services.

The fact of the matter is that we
have to cut spending. The issue is not
whether to reduce the deficit, but how
we do it.

If we really want to get serious about
the deficit, we would stop handing out
billions of dollars in taxpayer subsidies
to big oil companies which price gouge
at the pumps.

0Oil company profits are at a record
high, and my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle are using high gas
prices as an excuse to keep giving them
billions in taxpayer handouts. Tax-
payer-funded giveaways for big oil add
to the deficit. My constituents gain
nothing at the pumps, nor do Ameri-
cans all across this country. Instead,
we should be focusing on measures that
would actually bring down the price of
gas at the pump.

It is time to bring to the House floor
measures which would release oil from
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve and
legislation aimed at preventing big oil
from engaging in price gouging
schemes which drive up the price of oil.
These measures could provide imme-
diate relief to our constituents from
the rising price of gasoline that truly
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threatens our economic recovery and
the well-being of hardworking middle
class families.

———
JOBS

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, we’'ve
been here for about 5 months so far.
It’s easing up on June. It won’t be long
until it’s summertime. Yet, Mr. Speak-
er, the Republican majority has not
brought a single bill to create a single
job.

I was very pleased to hear the gentle-
woman from North Carolina say that
they are marking up a bill on jobs. It
would be the first one, if it ever gets
here. That’s a shame, because I think
when people voted last November, they
were thinking, hey, we’ve got to do
something about some jobs. And yet
the Republican majority has dallied
away and done everything but work on
jobs.

Yeah, they’ve tried to take away the
Affordable Care Act and take away
health care from people who really
need it. Yeah, they’ve tried to do a
whole lot of things, push a social agen-
da. They’ve done all these things, but
they have yet to focus on the one thing
that Americans need most, which is a
job.

If you want to reduce the deficit,
you’ve got to have people making some
money, and that means getting some
jobs. People pay taxes. People would
love to pay taxes, but they would do it
if they had work. But they don’t have
work because our Republican majority
has got other things to do.

Remember, jobs are the key. I am
looking forward to Republicans bring-
ing a bill to the floor.

———

MEDICARE/GAS PRICES RELIEF

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, in 1965 this
body voted to create Medicare and
Medicaid to ensure that all seniors and
disabled Americans would always have
access to health coverage, and those
today expect the same kind of coverage
for themselves and their children.

But over the years, my Republican
colleagues have tried to weaken the
programs and privatize safety nets like
Social Security. Sadly, history is re-
peating itself. Instead of focusing on
priorities, like creating jobs and low-
ering gas prices, Republicans have put
forward an agenda that ends Medicare
as we know it.

So far this year, Republicans have
voted—and we can’t say they haven’t.
They have voted to eliminate guaran-
teed Medicare coverage for seniors,
convert Medicare to a voucher pro-
gram, reopen the prescription drug
doughnut hole, and extend tax breaks
for big o0il companies that ship jobs
overseas. Even worse, new data shows
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the Republican budget will kick 44 mil-
lion low-income Americans off Med-
icaid.

We must stop this insanity. Let’s
work together to preserve Medicare
and lower the deficit.

————
0 1210

STICKING IT TO THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Well, it’s happened.
Gas is over four bucks a gallon. It’s
killing our economic recovery, Amer-
ican families and small businesses.

Now, Goldman Sachs, not exactly a
friend of the consumer, says that 60 to
85 cents per gallon is purely useless,
speculative activity. And what are the
Republicans running the House of Rep-
resentatives going to do about that?
Nothing. They’re going to pretend that
future possible leasing off Virginia 10
years from now will do something
about today’s prices. It won’t.

But why are they like, bait-and-
switch? Why are they passing these
phony bills and not taking on the price
gouging and the speculation? Because
that would mean taking on Big Oil and
Wall Street. And, guess what? They’re
always looking forward to the next
campaign, and Big Oil and Wall Street
have been so generous to the new ma-
jority that they don’t want to upset
them. So they want to pretend they
stand with their constituents and con-
sumers, but they’re really standing be-
hind Big Oil and Wall Street.

Congratulations, guys. You just
stuck it to the American people and
the economy.

————

SUPPORTING MENTAL HEALTH
MONTH

(Mrs. NAPOLITANO asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Madam Speaker,
May is Mental Health Month, and as
the cochair of the Mental Health Cau-
cus, I bring to you information, espe-
cially on the military.

Since 2001 to current date, we have
had 2,103 military service personnel die
by suicide, suicide, my friends, in the
Iraq and Afghan wars. In the Afghan
war alone, it is over 1,000, more than
some of the figures we have listened to
recently.

One in five servicemembers suffer
from major depression, posttraumatic
syndrome, or traumatic brain injury,
TBI. It affects the military and their
families, their children. There’s lots of
divorce because of this and substance
abuse that continues as they age.

We must expand mental health serv-
ices to our military personnel and their
families. Through their blood and their
service they have earned it. We owe it
to them. We’ve made some strides, but
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