May 12, 2011

This is not about Republicans. This
is not about Democrats. This is about
Americans. And this is especially about
seniors. I am one right now. My birth-
day was just the other day. I am 63
years old. I don’t think of myself as a
senior. But you know what? The folks
that I see after church on Sunday and
who I have coffee with, they are sen-
iors. They are in their seventies and
they are in their eighties, and to have
to sit there with them and tell them,
We are not taking away your Medicare.
We’re the only ones that have a plan to
save it.
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We are not taking away your Social
Security. We’re the only ones that
have a plan to make sure it’s safe. If we
can’t be honest, if we can’t look each
other in the eye and say that we are
here to fix it, that we are here to make
America have the stability that it once
had; if we can not tell our seniors, it’s
okay folks, we’re not going to take
anything from you, we’re going to
work together to get it fixed—and this
is the thing that bothers me. After lis-
tening to those folks today on the
phone, I am convinced that there is
something seriously wrong within this
House.

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. Will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. KELLY. I will yield.

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. You
know, you hit a point that seniors are
thinking about. They’re thinking that
they’'re on a fixed income. They’re
looking at rising prices, whether it’s at
the gas pump—we talked today about
solving American energy issues, but
they’re thinking about the rising com-
modity prices.

I brought with me a bank note, this
is an official currency note from the
Bank of Zimbabwe. If you look at it,
and I know it’s going to be difficult,
but it’s a $100 trillion bank note. A
Wall Street Journal article said, How
to turn $100 trillion into $56 and feel
good about it. It’s worth about $56 on
eBay. They quit printing them in 2009.

It drives home the point that the
policies of this administration are in-
creasing the cost of commodities, the
cost of fuel, devaluing our currency,
and that applies to health care as well.

Seniors are concerned. They’ve got
every right to be concerned. One thing
about the Republican budget, and one
thing that the gentleman from Arkan-
sas is trying to point out, that we’re
trying to solve the problems of this Na-
tion here in this body. This Republican
freshman class is taking the bull by
the horns to bring home the issue to
the American people and let them
know we’re trying to solve these prob-
lems. So I commend him.

Mr. KELLY. I appreciate that. If I
may, and I'm going to wrap up. We
came here for a cause. We did not come
here for a career. And if you cannot
win the debate by using facts, and if
you have to use fear, then shame on
you. Shame on you. Go home. Go
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home. If you don’t want to fix it, if you
don’t want to play by the rules, if you
don’t want to make America sleep safe-
ly again and sleep soundly, then go
home.

There is a level of fairness that needs
to be played by. And I will tell you
this, I have never in my life been sub-
jected and have watched seniors been
put through so much, and it’s not nec-
essary.

If it’s about your party, and if it’s
about trying to convince them, then
doggone it, you’re using the wrong
message. Let’s make sure that we fix it
for the future, because it’s there for
our seniors, and it’s there for our chil-
dren.

Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas.
you very much for that.

I now yield to the lady from New
York.

Ms. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I
want to commend my colleagues from
South Carolina and from Arkansas for
putting together this hour, which is of
so much value.

I am here as a physician who’s also a
Member of Congress. I've had the privi-
lege of taking care of elderly patients
for 16 years in private practice and in
hospital settings, and I have two par-
ents whom I cherish who have been
Medicare recipients for many years.

And the facts of the case, as our col-
league from Pennsylvania has aptly
pointed out, we have to go by the facts
of the case. And as a doctor, that’s
what we always did, and approach
them with compassion and sensitivity
to be sure.

But the facts of the case are that we
currently have roughly 10,000 Ameri-
cans, baby boomers, now entering
Medicare eligibility every day. On av-
erage, each of them will have contrib-
uted approximately $110,000 in payroll
taxes over their lifetimes, and that’s a
lot of money. There’s no question. But,
Medicare will spend, on average, it’s
projected, approximately $330,000 on
their care. As all of us can tell, unfor-
tunately, that’s not something that we
can sustain. That’s not something that
our children and our grandchildren will
be able to pay for. That is what is
threatening the future for everyone, in-
cluding our seniors and including all of
us who will be senior citizens, Good
Lord willing, by and by.

We know that in the Affordable Care
Act measures were taken to control
the cost of Medicare. One of the meas-
ures, in fact, took funding away from
Medicare, roughly half a trillion dol-
lars. So we know we need to do some-
thing about it.

The way the Affordable Care Act ap-
proaches it is to have the Independent
Payment Advisory Board, or IPAB,
which is a board of bureaucrats that’s
going to decide how money is spent on
our seniors’ care. I, as a doctor, and as
a daughter, would much prefer to see
us have that choice. That’s why pre-
mium support makes sense.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Thank

The

H3269

Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas. Thank
you, Mr. Speaker.

———

PRIVILEGED REPORT ON RESOLU-
TION OF INQUIRY TO THE SEC-
RETARY OF DEFENSE

Mr. McKEON (during the Special
Order of Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas),
from the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 112-77) on the resolution (H.
Res. 208) directing the Secretary of De-
fense to transmit to the House of Rep-
resentatives copies of any document,
record, memo, correspondence, or other
communication of the Department of
Defense, or any portion of such com-
munication, that refers or relates to
any consultation with Congress regard-
ing Operation Odyssey Dawn or mili-
tary actions in or against Libya, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.

———————

THE ECONOMY AND THE
STABILITY OF THE MIDDLE CLASS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. TONKO) is recognized for 30
minutes.

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, the oppor-
tunity this evening for the Democratic
Caucus in the House to address this
budget and to go forward with a discus-
sion on our stand on the issues and so-
lutions that we’re proposing is an im-
portant opportunity for us to be able to
dialogue here amongst each other on
the House floor and also to share that
messaging with the viewing public.

Certainly, the general public out
there is watching many of these pro-
posals. They are concerned about the
stability of the middle class. They’re
concerned about the economy, con-
cerned about job creation.

We are now well into the 112th ses-
sion of Congress. We watch as many
weeks and months have passed without
one single measure that would increase
jobs in this country coming before the
House. Nothing that deals with the
economy, nothing that deals with the
retention of jobs or the job creation
situation has been produced here as
legislation and voted upon on the
House floor, a rather dismal track
record when the clarion call, the mes-
sage that resonated from the voting
booth to these Halls of Congress on the
Hill in Washington was very clear:
Start growing the economy, stop
shrinking the middle class, and people
are concerned about the opportunities
that will be passed by. As we walk
through these very difficult times, it is
about job creation and retention.

There’s also a concern that there has
been this very strong attempt to make
the comfortable even more comfortable
with the new Republican majority in
the House. And we’ll talk about that.
Let’s talk about it.

We have a situation where people will
allow for corporate loopholes that cost
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