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Our plan to cut the deficit begins
with ending wasteful subsidies to big
oil. The Republican plan begins with
ending Medicare as we know it. That is
a bright-line difference between our
side and theirs. We know what choice
the American people will make.

Mr. President, I ask that the Pre-
siding Officer report the nomination.

———
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BLUMENTHAL). Morning business is

closed.

———
EXECUTIVE SESSION
NOMINATION oFr MICHAEL
FRANCIS URBANSKI TO BE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT

JUDGE FOR THE WESTERN DIS-
TRICT OF VIRGINIA

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider
the nomination of Michael Francis
Urbanski, which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Michael Francis Urbanski, of
Virginia, to be United States District
Judge for the Western District of Vir-
ginia.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will be 1 hour
of debate with respect to the nomina-
tion, with the time equally divided in
the usual form.

The Senator from Virginia.

Mr. WEBB. Mr. President, I was very
gratified yesterday when the Senate
unanimously voted to confirm Arenda
Wright Allen as U.S. District Judge for
the HEastern District of Virginia, and I
am very glad to be here to speak in
support of Virginia’s nominee to the
Western District of Virginia, Judge Mi-
chael Urbanski.

As I did yesterday, I wish to express
my appreciation to the leadership of
both parties in the Senate for sched-
uling these important confirmation
votes. Filling existing vacancies on our
courts is important to Virginia, it is
important to America, particularly in
these cases where the nominees are
noncontroversial to either party and,
thus, are able to be brought forward for
reasonably quick confirmation.

One of the bedrock principles in this
country is access to justice, and it can
clearly be said that vacancies on our
courts create backlogs, bottlenecks
and delays, and justice delayed is obvi-
ously justice denied.

Again, I wish to express my apprecia-
tion to the leadership for moving these
two very highly qualified nominees,
Arenda Wright Allen, who was con-
firmed yesterday, and Judge Michael
Urbanski, who will be voted on shortly.

In that regard, I am proud of the
work we have been able to do during
my time in the Senate in finding dedi-
cated, well-qualified jurists from Vir-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

ginia to recommend to the President
when vacancies do occur on the Federal
bench. When I first arrived in the Sen-
ate, Senator John Warner and I devel-
oped a robust, collaborative selection
process to review candidates. Senator
MARK WARNER and I have continued
this thorough, deliberative process, and
we were pleased to recommend Judge
Michael Urbanski to President Obama
in June of last year. President Obama
first nominated Judge Urbanski for a
seat on the U.S. District Court for the
Western District of Virginia last De-
cember. He renominated Judge
Urbanski earlier this year, and Judge
Urbanski was reported out of the Judi-
ciary Committee without opposition on
March 10 of this year.

Senator WARNER and 1 jointly re-
viewed a highly competitive field from
the Western District of Virginia. Judge
Urbanski stood out to me because of
the resounding recommendations from
the bar associations which he covers
now as a magistrate judge. Those rec-
ommendations all noted Judge
Urbanski’s incredible work ethic. He
has worked tirelessly as a magistrate
judge to ensure the efficient adminis-
tration of justice in the Western Dis-
trict of Virginia. He has served in this
capacity since 2004. He also has an out-
standing reputation for fairness and a
good judicial temperament. He has
contributed to the efficiency of the
Western District of Virginia by being
an effective mediator, resolving a sub-
stantial number of disputes without
lengthy litigation. He also recently es-
tablished a veterans court in the West-
ern District. This court strives to uti-
lize the many services available to our
veterans in order to try to find alter-
natives to incarceration from non-
violent offenders and to break the
cycle of recidivism.

I am very proud to say Judge
Urbanski is a product of Virginia’s pub-
lic universities. He graduated from the
University of Virginia School of Law in
1981 and the Nation’s oldest university,
the College of William and Mary, in
1978.

Prior to becoming a Federal mag-
istrate judge, Judge Urbanski earned a
reputation as one of the top trial law-
yers in western Virginia. He was the
head of the law firm of Woods Rogers’
litigation section and practiced in Roa-
noke from 1989 to 2004. I have met per-
sonally with Judge Urbanski. I am con-
vinced he has the correct judicial tem-
perament, intelligence, and dedication
to make an excellent district court
judge. I also had the pleasure of meet-
ing with his family, many of his
friends, law clerks, and colleagues. His
dedication to his family and to his
community is abundantly apparent.

Though I am proud Virginia has such
an exemplary individual to put forward
as a district judge nominee, the Judici-
ary Committee clearly shares this
view, having voted out Judge Urbanski
unanimously. I urge all my colleagues
to support his confirmation.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, yester-
day this Chamber came together to
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unanimously confirm Ms. Arenda
Wright Allen to serve as a district
judge in Virginia. I thank my col-
leagues from both sides of the aisle for
their vote. I am confident that we will
give the same support to another excel-
lent nominee from Virginia under con-
sideration today.

I rise to speak in support Judge Mi-
chael Urbanski to serve as the next
U.S. district judge for the Western Dis-
trict of Virginia.

Judge Urbanski would be appointed
to a court that is known for its rigor
and quality. It is a court that requires
a highly effective judge that is sen-
sitive to the details of each case. 1
think Judge Urbanski is perfect for
this job.

He graduated from the College of
William and Mary and the University
of Virginia Law School. He also served
as a law clerk for the Honorable James
Turk, a district judge in the Eastern
District of Virginia.

Following his clerkship, he worked in
the private sector where he built expe-
rience in antitrust litigation, coun-
seling and investigations, contract and
business tort litigation and intellec-
tual property litigation.

Since 2004, he has served as a mag-
istrate judge in Roanoke, VA, where he
has built strong connections to the
community and a reputation as a fair
and impartial judge.

I would be remiss not to mention the
overwhelming support his candidacy
received from the legal community in
which he will serve. In addition, the
Virginia State Bar, the Virginia
Women Attorneys Association and the
Salem/Roanoke County Bar Associa-
tion ranked Judge Urbanski as ‘‘highly
qualified” or ‘“‘most highly qualified.”

I again would like to thank Chair-
man LEAHY and Ranking Member
GRASSLEY for moving Judge Urbanski’s
nomination through the Judiciary
Committee so that we could consider
him today. As I testified at the hear-
ing, I look forward to casting my vote
in support of Judge Urbanski’s nomina-
tion and encourage my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to do the same.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the time used in quorum calls
during the debate on the Urbanski
nomination be charged equally to both
sides.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. WARNER. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I
wish to address the Senate on the nom-
ination of Michael Urbanski to be a
U.S. district judge for the Western Dis-
trict of Virginia.
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