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amendment No. 3656, which would have
sharply curtailed existing rules that
help the Treasury track the financial
activities of terrorists.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there will
be no more votes today. That was the
last vote for this week. We will have a
vote on the Monday we get back in the
evening at around 5 o’clock.

————
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to a period of morning business until 8
p.m. tonight, with Senators permitted
to speak for up to 10 minutes each; fur-
ther, that Senator MURRAY now be rec-
ognized to speak for 4 minutes, and fol-
lowing her remarks, Senator INHOFE be
recognized until 6:15 p.m., Senator
DURBIN then be recognized for up to 10
minutes, and following that Senator
COBURN be recognized for up to 45 min-
utes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. REID. I think that may get us
past 8 o’clock. I have not done the
math but however long that takes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Washington.

—————
MEMORIAL DAY

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I come
to the floor to honor and commemorate
the men and women who died fighting
for our great country.

Memorial Day is a day to honor those
American heroes who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for our Nation. It is be-
cause of their sacrifice that we can
safely enjoy the freedoms our great
country offers. It is because of their
unmatched commitment that America
can remain a beacon for democracy and
freedom throughout the world.

Memorial Day is a day of remem-
brance, but it is also a day of reflec-
tion. When our brave men and women
volunteered to protect our Nation, we
promised them we would take care of
them and their families when they re-
turn home.

On this Memorial Day, we need to
ask ourselves: Are we doing enough for
our Nation’s veterans? Making sure our
veterans can find jobs when they come
back home is an area where we must do
more.

For too long, we have been investing
billions of dollars training our young
men and women to protect our Nation,
only to ignore them when they come
home. For too long, we have patted
them on the back and pushed them
into the job market with no support.
That is simply unacceptable, and it
does not meet the promise we made to
our servicemembers.

Our hands-off approach has left us
with an unemployment rate of over 27
percent among young veterans coming
home from Iraq and Afghanistan. That
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is 1 in 5 of our Nation’s heroes who can-
not find a job to support their family
and who do not have an income to pro-
vide the stability that is so critical to
their transition home.

That is exactly why earlier this
month I introduced the Hiring Heroes
Act of 2011, which is now cosponsored
by 17 Senators and has garnered bipar-
tisan support. This legislation will
rethink the way we support our men
and women in uniform when they come
home to look for a job.

I introduced this critical legislation
because I have heard firsthand from so
many veterans that we have not done
enough to provide them with the sup-
port they need to find work.

I have heard from medics who return
home from treating battlefield wounds
who cannot get certification to be an
EMT or drive an ambulance. I have
heard from veterans who tell me they
no longer write that they are a veteran
on their resume because they fear the
stigma they believe employers attach
to the invisible wounds of war.

These stories are heartbreaking and
they are frustrating. But more than
anything, they are a reminder that we
have to act now.

My legislation will allow our service-
members to capitalize on their service.
For the first time, it will require broad
job skills training for anyone leaving
the military as part of the military’s
Transition Assistance Program. Today,
over one-third of those leaving the
Army do not get any of that training.

My bill will also require the Depart-
ment of Labor to take a hard look at
what military skills and training
should be translatable into the civilian
sector and will work to make it sim-
pler to get those licenses and certifi-
cations our veterans need.

All of these are real, substantial
steps to put our veterans to work. All
of them come at a pivotal time for our
economic recovery and our veterans.

I grew up with the Vietnam war. 1
have dedicated much of my Senate ca-
reer helping to care for the veterans we
left behind that time. The mistakes we
made then cost our Nation and our vet-
erans dearly. Today, we risk repeating
those mistakes. We cannot let that
happen again.

Our Nation’s veterans are disciplined,
they are team players who have proven
they can deliver under pressure like no
one else. So let’s not let another year
and another Memorial Day go by with-
out us delivering for them.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that my time that
would expire at 6:15 be extended to 6:30,
and other times adjusted accordingly.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ISRAEL’S BORDERS

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, a few
weeks ago I had the opportunity to
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visit with one of my true heroes, Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, who was here and
graced us with his presence this week.
Last March, I was in Jerusalem, had
some quality time with him, and we
kind of relived the experiences we have
had in the past when he was Prime
Minister before. That was back in the
middle 1990s. I had a chance to talk to
him. As I recall, his concern at that
time—what he said at that time—two
major concerns. One is, what is hap-
pening in Iran, and then, of course,
making sure that the land in Israel
right now will stay there.

Recently, I had a chance to visit with
him again. I was quite surprised when
he came here and he was met with this
suggestion that things are going to
change and that maybe we would en-
courage Israel to go back to their 1967
borders.

I can assure you that we will do ev-
erything we can to keep that from hap-
pening. I want to make sure we get the
message out there, that this may be
President Obama talking, it is not the
majority of people in America, as was
witnessed by the 30 standing ovations
that Prime Minister Netanyahu got in
his joint speech.

It sounded familiar when we are talk-
ing about this, about the land. I re-
membered that it was 10 years ago—10
years ago right now, 2001—that I made
a speech, and it jogged my memory
when I heard the President talking
about going back to the 1967 borders.
So I dug up that speech. I found it, and
I found that it is so appropriate today.

This was a speech, by the way—the
research done for this speech was done
by a guy named Willie George. He was
a preacher, a pastor, but a historian. I
want to put the same perspective on
this we did 10 years ago and see how
that applies today.

First of all, I am going to do some-
thing that is unusual on the floor of
the Senate; that is, I am going quote
Ephesians 6. Listen carefully. It says:
For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of
darkness of this world, against spirit
wickedness in high places.

It is significant that we look at that,
because make no mistake about it, the
war that was started 10 years ago and
the war we are in right now, that we
are fighting now, is first and foremost
a spiritual war, not a political war—
never has been a political war. It is not
about politics. It is a spiritual war. It
has its roots in spiritual conflict. It is
a war to destroy the very fabric of our
society and the very things for which
we stand.

Many of the wars in history are wars
where people are trying to take over
something another country has. That
is not what this is about. Not about
getting mineral deposits, not about
getting land from other countries. This
is a different war.

It is not simple greed that motivates
these people to kill. One may ask, what
is it about our Nation that makes
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them—here I am talking about some of
the Hamas, Hezbollah, the terrorists—
hate us so much? I suggest there are
three things. First, in our country we
have the freedom and the right to
choose the kind of worship we want. 1
happen to be a Jesus guy, a born-again
Christian, all that. I believe the way to
the Lord God is through his Son.

While I believe that, I believe every
American has the right to choose
whether he or she wants to believe
that. Some people have the notion that
if you are a Christian who believes in
the Bible, you are totally intolerant,
you do not allow other people to have
a choice. Nothing can be further from
the truth.

The nations of this world where
Christianity is the dominant way of
worship, we also find Jewish syna-
gogues, we find Islamic mosques, we
find freedom of worship. You will not
find the same kind of things in the mil-
itant Islamic nations of this world.
They do not allow Christian churches.
They do not allow synagogues to open
freely. They do not allow people the
freedom. They persecute people. So one
of the reasons America is hated so
much is that we have allowed people
through the years to choose what they
are going to do. It is their choice.

The second reason we are hated so
much is we have opened the door for
people to achieve their God-given place
on this Earth. We have not restrained
people. We have allowed people free-
dom of expression, the freedom to pur-
sue dreams, the freedom to pursue
goals. This is not true in other places
in the world. These freedoms are not
found in every nation. America is great
because we have magnified the rights
of individuals, protected the rights of
individuals in our culture. We are care-
ful to allow people to have expressions
in our society, and we are hated for it.

The third reason we are hated by
these people is because we are a nation
of laws. We are a people ruled by laws.
Lest one think that is common, go
around the world and look at these
other countries in the world. Most of
the world’s countries do not have a 200-
year-old Constitution. They are ruled
by dictators. They are ruled by the
whims of those leaders or by political
parties as they change. The rule of law
is what makes civilization possible.
The rule of law is what makes an or-
derly society work. If there is no rule
of law, the strongest, toughest bully on
the block is the one who is running the
country. America is a country of law
and order. Because of this philosophy
of the people who founded our Nation,
they believed in the rule of law because
of what they knew from the Bible. Our
Constitution and the constitutions of
most governments around the world,
similar to ours, are, indeed, based on
the Ten Commandments. Our fathers
knew the Ten Commandments and the
laws of God should be a basis for all
laws. They understood the concept of
absolute right and absolute wrong.
There were not many who believed in
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what we call today situational ethics
or where things change according to
our needs. They believed in absolute
right and absolute wrong. That is the
reason we are hated so much as a na-
tion.

We are hated because we are a beacon
of light, a beacon of freedom all the
way around the world. We know
contemporarily what that means. One
of the greatest speeches of all time
that I remember is a speech that was
made by Ronald Reagan. It is called a
Rendezvous with Destiny. In this
speech he talked about—this was back
when Castro had first taken over Cuba.
He talked about the atrocities in Com-
munist Cuba, and people were trying to
escape. One man escaped in a small
boat, as many others did. He lived and
reached the coast of Florida. As his
boat floated up on the coast, he started
telling the people who were there about
the atrocities in Communist Cuba. A
lady responded and said: Well, I guess
we in this country do not know how
lucky we are. He said: No. It is how
lucky we are, because we had a place to
escape to.

What he was saying is we were that
beacon of freedom. And we are hated
because we are a beacon of freedom.
That is the third reason for the rest of
the world. We are hated because in
America we have the freedom of
choice, the freedom of worship; we have
freedom of expression; we are a nation
of laws.

Why was America attacked on Sep-
tember 11? Why did they single us out?
America was attacked because of our
system of values. It is a spiritual war,
not just because we are Israel’s best
friend. We are Israel’s best friend in the
world because of the character we have
as a nation. One of the reasons God has
blessed our country is because we have
honored His people.

Right up on there on your desk, Mr.
President, you have a Bible. Look up
Genesis 12:3. It says, ‘I will bless them
that bless you and curse him that
curses you.”’

He was talking about Israel. One of
the reasons America has been blessed
abundantly over the years is because
we as a society have opened our doors
to the Jewish people. The Jewish peo-
ple have been blessed in the United
States of America.

When the tiny state of Israel was
founded in 1948, we stood in beginning
with Israel. We were the first country
to stand for Israel. And because we
took a stand, other nations in the
world took a stand. They followed
quickly. The United States made it
possible for there to be an Israel. We
stood with Israel again and again in its
fight to survive. Make no mistake
about it, it is not just because of our
support of Israel, it is what we believe
as a nation that caused us to come
under attack.

Israel is under attack in the Middle
East because it is the only true democ-
racy that exists in the Middle East.
There are more than 20 Arab countries
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that are in northern Africa and in the
Middle East, and nearly every one of
those is run by a dictator. Israel is the
only true democracy that exists in the
Middle East.

Did you know, if you are an Arab in
Israel, and you are an Israeli citizen as
an Arab, you can vote in the elections?
In fact, in the Knesset—that is their
Congress—they have a political party
that is for Arabs. They have their own
party in the Knesset.

Israel is the only true democracy
that exists in the Middle East. It has a
Western form of government based on
the laws we see in the Bible. The laws
of God our country is based on are the
same laws from which Israel gets its
laws—it represents the laws of God.
That is the reason it is under attack.

We ought to be Israel’s best friend. If
we cannot stand for Israel today, can
we ever again be counted on as a bea-
con, a beacon of freedom for the op-
pressed nations? You may ask, what
does this have to do with the attack on
America that happened 10 years ago.
We are under attack because of our
character, and because we have sup-
ported the tiny little nation in the
Middle East. That is why we are under
attack. If we do not stand for this tiny
country today, when do we start stand-
ing for tiny little countries in the
world?

Many years ago, Yasser Arafat and
others did not recognize Israel’s right
to the land, very much like our Presi-
dent Obama. Even today, many do not
recognize Israel’s right to exist. There
are seven reasons I consider to be indis-
putable and incontrovertible evidence
and grounds to Israel’s right to the
land. You have heard this before, be-
cause you heard it from me 10 years
ago. It was similar. It is in the RECORD
now. I kept it.

Most know this, that they are going
to be hit by skeptics who are going to
say we are being attacked all because
of our support for Israel, and if we get
out of the Middle East, all of the prob-
lems will go away. That is not so. It is
not true. We all know in our hearts it
is not true. If we withdraw, it would
come to our door. It would not go
away.

I have some observations to make
about that in a minute. But first, I am
going to tell you the seven reasons
that Israel has the right to the land. I
am saying this because I am still in
shock over what happened this last
week. But I am relieved from the re-
sponse we got from this great man,
Prime Minister Netanyahu.

Israel has the right to the land—rea-
son No. 1—because of all of the archeo-
logical evidence. This is reason No. 1.
It supports it. Every time there is a dig
in Israel, it does nothing but support
the fact that Israelis have had a pres-
ence there in that land for over 3,000
years, the coins, the cities, the pottery,
the culture. There are other people and
other groups there, but there is no mis-
taking the fact that the Israelis have
been present for 3,000 years. It predates
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any claim any other people in the re-
gion might have. Ancient Philistines
are extinct. They are not around any-
more. Many other ancient people are
extinct. They do not have an unbroken
line to this day that the Israelis have.

Even the Egyptians of today are not
racial Egyptians of 2,000 years ago.
They are primarily an Arab people. The
land is called Egypt, but they are not
the same racial and ethnic stock as old
Egyptians of the ancient world. The
Israelis are, in fact, descended from the
original Israelites. The first proof then
is the archeological proof.

The second proof of Israel’s right to
the land is the historic one. History
supports it totally, completely. We
know there has been an Israel up until
the time of the Roman Empire. The
Romans conquered the land. Israel had
no homeland. Although Jews were al-
lowed to live there, they were driven
from the land and dispersed in 70 AD
and 135 AD. But there was always a
Jewish presence in the land. The Turks
who took over about 700 years ago and
ruled the land up until about World
War I had control. Then the land was
conquered by the British. The Turks
entered World War I on the side of Ger-
many. The British knew they had to do
something to punish the Turks and
also to break up the empire that was
going to be a part of the whole effort of
Germany in World War I. So the Brit-
ish sent troops against the Turks in
the Holy Land. This is a good one.

Of the generals who led the British
into the Holy Land was a guy named
Allenby. He was a general. He was a
Bible-believing Christian. He carried a
Bible with him everywhere he went. He
knew the significance of Jerusalem.
The flight before the attack against Je-
rusalem, to drive out the Turks, Allen-
by prayed that God would allow him to
capture the city without doing damage
to the holy places.

That day Allenby—this is World War
I now, keep in mind. He sent a bunch of
biplanes into the Holy Land as a recon-
naissance mission. You have to under-
stand, these Turks had never seen a bi-
plane. They had never seen any kind of
airplane. They looked up and they saw
these cute little machines flying
around. They are terrified.

Then they were told that they were
being opposed by a man named Allen-
by. This is a true story. History sup-
ports it. Allenby—in their language—
means ‘“‘man sent from God’’ or ‘‘proph-
et from God.” They dared not fight
against a prophet from God. So the
next morning, when Allenby went into
Jerusalem, he went in, he captured it
without firing a shot. And that is his-
tory. That is actually what happened.
That is the history we are talking
about.

Out of gratitude to the Jews, and out
of gratitude to the Jewish bankers and
the financiers and others who lent the
financial help on the homeland, the
Jewish people—the homeland that is
now Israel, and all of what was then
the nation of Jordan, was given to the
Jewish people.
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The homeland that Britain said it
would set aside consisted of what is
now Israel and what then was Jordan,
the whole thing. That was what the
British promised the Jews in 1917. In
the beginning, there was some Arab
population there and some Arab sup-
port for this gift. There was not a huge
Arab population in the land at the
time. There was a reason for that. The
land wasn’t able to sustain any kind of
a large population. The people didn’t
have the development needed to handle
any kind of population of the land. It
wasn’t wanted by anyone at that time.
Can you believe it wasn’t wanted at
that time by anyone?

You remember Mark Twain—Samuel
Clemens—who  wrote ‘“Huckleberry
Finn” and “Tom Sawyer.” He took a
tour of the Holy Land in 1867. This is
what he said about Israel:

A desolate country whose soil is rich
enough but is given over wholly to weeds, a
silent mournful expanse. We never saw a
human being on the whole route. There was
hardly a tree or a shrub anywhere. Even the
olive and the cactus, those fast friends of
worthless soil, had almost deserted the coun-
try.

Where was this great Palestine at
that time? It wasn’t there. The Pal-
estinians weren’t there. Palestine
didn’t exist. Palestine was a region
named by the Romans, but at the time
it was under the control of the Turks.
There was no population there because
the land would not support it. There
was the Palestinian Royal Commission
that was created by the British. It
quotes an account of the conditions on
the coastal plain along with the Medi-
terranean Sea in 1913. This is what
they said about Israel at that time:

The road leading from Gaza to the north
was only a summer track, suitable for trans-
port by camels or carts. No orange groves,
orchards, or vineyards were to be seen until
one reached the Yavnev village. Houses were
mud. Schools did not exist. The western part
toward the sea was almost desert. The vil-
lages were few and thinly populated. Many
villages were deserted by their inhabitants.

The French author Voltaire described
Palestine as ‘‘a hopeless, dreary place.”’

In short, under the Turks, the land
suffered from neglect and low popu-
lation. It is a historical fact. The na-
tion became populated with both Jews
and Arabs. The land came to prosper
when Jews came back and began to re-
claim it. Historically, they began to re-
claim it. Even if there had never been
any archeological evidence to support
the rights of the Israelis to the terri-
tory, it is important to recognize that
other nations in the area have no long-
standing claim to the country either.

This may surprise you. I will say that
Saudi Arabia was not created until
1913, Lebanon, in 1920, and Iraq didn’t
exist as a nation until 1932, Syria until
1941. The borders of Jordan were estab-
lished in 1946 and Kuwait in 1961.

Any of these nations that would say
Israel is only a recent arrival would
have to deny their own rights, as they
were recent arrivals as well. They
didn’t exist as countries. They were all
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under the control of the Turks. Histori-
cally, the land was given to the Israelis
in 1917, and then, of course, we know
Israel gained its independence in 1948.

So we have the archeological reasons.
We have seven reasons. Here is the
third reason. The third reason the land
belongs to Israel is because of the prac-
tical value of the Israelis being there.
Israel today is a modern marvel of ag-
riculture. Israel is able to bring more
food out of a desert environment than
any other country in the world. The
Arab nations ought to make Israel
their friend and import technology
from Israel that would allow all the
Middle East, not just Israel, to be ex-
porters of food. So Israel, unarguably,
has success in agriculture. They have
been able to develop when nobody else
has.

The fourth reason I believe Israel has
a right to the land is on the grounds of
humanitarian concerns. There were 6
million Jews slaughtered in Europe in
World War II. The persecution against
the Jews was very strong in Russia
since the advent of communism. Perse-
cution was against the Jews even be-
fore that time under the czars.

These people have a right to their
homeland. If we are not going to allow
them a homeland in the Middle East,
then where? What other nation on
Earth is going to cede territory? They
are not asking for a great deal. The
whole nation of Israel fits into my
State of Oklahoma seven times. So on
humanitarian grounds alone, Israel
ought to have the land.

The fifth reason I disagree with
President Obama and think Israel
should have the right to the land, with-
out any changes and not going back to
1967, is because it is a strategic ally to
the United States. Whether we realize
it, Israel is a detriment, an impediment
to certain groups hostile to democ-
racies and to those things we believe
in, hostile to the very things that
make us the greatest Nation in the his-
tory of the world. Israel has kept them
from taking complete control of the
Middle East. If it were not for Israel,
they would overrun the region. Israel is
our only strategic ally.

It is good to know we have a friend in
the Middle East we can count on. They
vote with us in the U.N. more than
England, Germany, Canada, and
France—more than any other country
in the world. So they have been our
consistent ally for strategic reasons.

The sixth reason Israel should be en-
titled to the land is that Israel is a
roadblock to terrorism. The war we are
now facing is not a war against a sov-
ereign nation, it is a fluid group of ter-
rorists moving from one country to an-
other. They are almost invisible. That
is whom we are fighting against. We
need every ally we can get. If we do not
stop terrorism in the Middle East, it
will be on our shores. I have said this
and said this and said this.

One of the reasons I believe that spir-
itual door was opened for an attack
against the United States is because
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the policy of our government has been
to ask the Israelis, and demand with
pressure, that they mnot retaliate
against the terrorist attacks that have
been launched against them.

Since its independence in 1948, Israel
has fought four wars, and they were
not the aggressor in any of them. Some
people may argue that they were the
first ones there with Egypt. Everybody
knew what was going to happen in
Egypt. Israel was attacked in all four
cases. Israel won all four wars against
the impossible odds. They are great
warriors. I have spent some time over
there. They consider it a level playing
field when they are outnumbered 2 to 1.
They are great people.

There were 39 Scud missiles that
landed on Israeli soil during the gulf
war. Our President asked Israel not to
respond. Our policy was trying to get
them not to respond. We asked them
not to respond. In order to have the
Arab nations on board, we asked Israel
not even to participate in the war.
They showed incredible restraint, and
they did not. We asked them to stand
back and not do anything over these
attacks.

We have criticized them. They have
been criticized in our media, local peo-
ple in television and radio offer criti-
cisms of Israel not knowing the true
issues. We need to be informed.

Years ago, I was so thrilled when I
heard a reporter pose a question to our
former Secretary of State, Colin Pow-
ell, during the gulf war. He said:

Mr. Powell, the United States has advo-
cated a policy of restraint in the Middle
East. We have discouraged Israel from retal-
iation again and again and again, because we
have said that it leads to continued esca-
lation—that it escalates the violence.

He said:

Are we [the United States] going to follow
that preaching ourselves?

Mr. Powell indicated we would strike
back. In other words, we can tell Israel
not to do it, but when it hits us, we are
going to do it. That is one of the rea-
sons I believe the door was opened—be-
cause we held back our tiny little
friend. We have not allowed them to go
to the heart of the problem. This was a
mistake.

Terrorism is not going to go away. If
Israel were driven into the sea tomor-
row, if every Jew in the Middle East
were Kkilled, terrorism would not end.
You know that in your heart. Ter-
rorism would continue.

It is not just a matter of Israel in the
Middle East; it is the heart of the very
people who are perpetuating this stuff.
Should they be successful in over-
running Israel—they will not be—but
should they be, it would not be enough.
They would never be satisfied. We
learned that at Camp David.

The seventh reason—and this will
upset some people, but I have to say it,
and it is printed up there—that Israel
has a right to the land—and this is the
most important reason—because God
said so. As I said a minute ago, look it
up in the book of Genesis. In Genesis
13, verse 14, 15 and 17, the Bible says:
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The Lord said to Abram, ‘‘Lift up now your
eyes, and look from the place where you are
northward, and southward, eastward, and
westward: for all the land which you see, to
you will I give it, and to your seed forever.

. Arise, walk through the land in the
length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will
give it to thee.

That is God talking about Israel.

The Bible says that Abram removed
his tent and came and dwelt in the
plain of Mamre, which is what we call
the Hebron, and built there an altar be-
fore the Lord. Hebron is in the West
Bank, right here on the map. It is this
place where God appeared to Abram
and said: ‘I am giving you this land,”
the West Bank.

Everybody will yell and scream be-
cause I am quoting the Bible, but that
is their problem, not mine.

This is not a political battle at all; it
is a contest over whether the Word of
God is true.

The seven reasons, I am convinced,
clearly establish that Israel has a right
to the land.

Years ago on the lawn of the White
House, Yitzhak Rabin shook hands
with PLO Chairman Yasir Arafat. It
was a historic occasion. It was a tragic
occasion.

At the time, the official policy of the
government of Israel began to be ‘‘let
us appease the terrorists. Let us begin
to trade the land for peace.” They
tried. This process continued unabated.
Here in our own Nation, at Camp David
in the summer of 2000—I remember it
so well—then-Prime Minister Ehud
Barak offered the most generous con-
cessions to Yasir Arafat that had ever
been laid on the table.

He offered him more than 90 percent
of all of the West Bank territory, sov-
ereign control of it. There were some
parts he didn’t want to offer, but in ex-
change for that, he said he would give
up land in Israel proper that the PLO
was not even asking for. He also did
the unthinkable—we cannot imagine it
today. He even talked about dividing
Jerusalem and allowing the Palestin-
ians to have their capital in the east.
Arafat stormed out of the meeting.
Why would he do that? Everything he
asked for was offered to him.

A couple months later, there began
to be riots and terrorism. The riots
began when Ariel Sharon went to the
Temple Mount—and we remember this.
This was used as the thing that lit the
fire and caused the explosion. This is
the excuse the terrorists used.

Did you know Sharon did not go to
the Temple Mount unannounced? He
contacted the Islamic authorities be-
fore he went. He secured their permis-
sion. He had permission to be there. It
was no surprise. Their response was
carefully calculated. They knew they
would not pay attention to the details.
So they would portray this in the Arab
world as an attack on the holy mosque.
They would portray it as an attack on
that mosque and use it as an excuse to
riot. We know what happened since
that time. Over the following years,
during the time of the peace process,

S3405

where the Israeli public has pressured
its leaders to give up land for peace be-
cause they are tired of fighting, there
has been increased terror.

It hasn’t helped, hasn’t worked.
Nothing worked. It has been greater
than at any other time in Israel’s his-
tory. Showing restraint and giving in
hasn’t produced any kind of peace. It is
so much so that the leftist peace move-
ment in Israel didn’t exist because the
people felt they were deceived.

They did offer a hand of peace, and it
was not taken. That is why the politics
of Israel have changed drastically. The
Israelis have come to see that ‘“‘no mat-
ter what we do, these people do not
want to deal with us. They want to de-
stroy us.” That is why even yet today
the stationery of the PLO has upon it
a map of the entire State of Israel, not
just the tiny part they call the West
Bank. They want it all.

The unwavering loyalty we have re-
ceived from our only consistent friend
in the Middle East has to be respected
and appreciated by us. No longer
should foreign policy in the Middle
East be one of appeasement. As Hiram
Mann said:

No man survives when freedom falls. The
best men rot in filthy jails and those who
cried ‘‘appease, appease’ are hanged by those
they tried to please.

Islamic fundamentalist terrorism
came to America on 9/11. We have to
use all our friends and assets, all our
resources, to defeat the satanic evil.

Patrick Henry said:

We will not fight our battles alone. There
is a just God who reigns over the destiny of
nations who will raise up friends who will
fight our battles with us.

He said:

We are not weak if we make a proper use
of those means which the God of nature hath
placed in our power. The millions of people,
armed in the holy cause of liberty, and in
such a country as that which we possess, are
invincible by any force which our enemy can
send against us.

Listen to this:

We will not fight our battles alone. There
is a just God who reigns over the destiny of
nations who will raise up friends who will
fight our battles with us.

He was talking about all of our
friends, including Israel. That is what
is happening. I thank God Israel is in
the battle by our side. It is time for our
policy of appeasement in the Middle
East and appeasement to the terrorists
to be over. With our partners, our vic-
tory must and will be absolute.

I mentioned that a few weeks ago I
was with Prime Minister Netanyahu in
Israel. At that time, he had this grow-
ing concern for the land. We did not
know what was coming. We did not
know what was going to happen. We
did not know that which did happen
just a week ago was going to happen. I
quote from the Associated Press. I am
so proud of him. Think of the courage
it took for Prime Minister Netanyahu
to stand next to the most powerful
man in the world and make a state-
ment like this. He said:
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[He] sat alongside President Barack Obama
on Friday and declared that Israel would not
withdraw to the 1967 borders to help make
way for an adjacent Palestinian state.
Obama had called on Israel to be willing to
do just that thing a day earlier.

Prime Minister Netanyahu said his Nation
could not negotiate with a newly constituted
Palestinian unity government that includes
the radical Hamas movement, which refuses
to recognize Israel’s right to exist.

And its commitment to Israel’s de-
struction.

Those are the seven reasons I believe
the land belongs to Israel. We need to
respect that, and we need to declare:
God bless Israel.

——
COTE D’IVOIRE

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I know I
have a couple more. I would like to
cover one last topic because something
is about to happen in the next week.
Some people are going to be killed. It
has nothing to do with Israel; nothing
to do with the subject here. It is very
serious.

You might recall six different times
on the floor of the Senate I have talked
about the problems that are taking
place in a country in West Africa called
Cote d’Ivoire. The fact is we had a
President—his name is Laurent
Gbagbo—with his wife Simone. They
were ruling when an election came
along. It was stolen from him by a man
named Alassane Ouattara. He is in the
northern part of Cote d’Ivoire.

What I have tried to show—I ex-
plained well before this all happened,
before we got involved, that France
and the United Nations and now our
State Department are joining in with
them. This picture was in yesterday’s
paper. This is one of Ouattara’s death
squads that are Kkilling people in
Abidjan, which is the capital.

I show this picture. It is one that
shows this is still happening today. Re-
prisal attacks are still being com-
mitted by forces loyal to Alassane
Ouattara of Ivory Coast 6 weeks after
he came to power vowing peace and
reconciliation.

It also said that Alassane Quattara,
championed by the French and the
United Nations during a deadly post-
election conflict, has failed to condemn
atrocities against real or perceived
supporters of ousted President Laurent
Gbagbo.

Those are the death squads of
Ouattara. This is a picture of them.
You can identify them. They are in
there Kkilling people. We don’t know
how many tens of thousands of people
have been murdered in cold blood. Am-
nesty International came out the other
day and criticized the U.N. mission for
ignoring pleas for help and failing to
prevent the massacre in the town of
Duekoue. That is the town of Duekoue.
See the charred bodies. People are say-
ing they actually had hogs eating the
bodies. This is what Ouattara did in a
little town called Duekoue.

I have another picture of what is hap-
pening. It is really criminal. These are
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all of Ouattara’s people. These are the
ones our State Department supported,
and it is serious. Amnesty reports that
a manhunt was launched against
Gbagbo loyalists in Abidjan, and sev-
eral senior officials close to him were
beaten in the hours after his arrest.

This is a picture of the Secretary of
the Interior. We had a hearing the
other day, and our State Department
tried to say Ouattara is hiring a lot of
the people from the Cabinet of Laurent
Gbagbo. There is the Secretary of the
Interior. They shot him in the face so
it would take a long time to painfully
die. He died.

Here is another member of the Cabi-
net being executed. This is what is
going on. Nobody cares. Anyway, 1
care.

What we are looking at right now is
the Ouattaras publicly.

There is a way out of this right now.
What has happened is Ouattara is try-
ing to figure out a way to kill the
President and the First Lady. I will
wind up by letting you know and see-
ing firsthand what we are talking
about.

President Gbagbo is someone I have
known quite well. He is a jovial guy.
This is a picture as I remember him. I
spent a lot of time with him. This is
right after his arrest. He was beaten al-
most to death. We see what has hap-
pened to his face.

His wife is a beautiful lady, Simone
Gbagbo. I have been with her many
times. She is a beautiful lady. She is
the First Lady. I first knew her 15
years ago when she was a member of
Parliament before they were married.
There she is. You will not find a more
beautiful lady than that. There she is,
after they ravaged their home—
Ouattara and the United Nations in
agreement with our State Department.
This is what she looked like the next
day. They went in and grabbed her by
the hair and pulled her hair out. You
can see other things happened to her.

I hesitate to put up the last photo,
but this one you have to put your
imagination to work. It takes a lot of
imagination to see what is happening.
There she is, the beautiful First Lady.
You can imagine what happened with
all of Ouattara’s people around here.

What is the answer? All we have to
do is encourage the State Department
to take a different stand and say: Let’s
take the Gbagbos—the President and
the First Lady—and allow them to
have asylum. I already located a coun-
try in Sub-Saharan Africa willing to
host them. That is all that needs to
happen.

By the time we get back 9 days from
now after this recess, both of them will
be dead if we do not do something. As
we speak right now, they are being tor-
tured.

There we have it. We have an oppor-
tunity to do something. We can save
not only these people but save those
around them who have always loved
peace in Cote d’Ivoire.

I yield the floor.

May 26, 2011

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BEGICH). The Senator from Illinois.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, first, I
thank my colleague from OKlahoma.
He and I share a passion and interest in
the continent of Africa. He has trav-
eled there many more times than I
have. We have talked about the situa-
tion on that continent. I give special
accolades to him for continuing to
raise questions relative to that con-
tinent and the people who live there. It
is an important part of the world, and
for far too long it has been exploited.

I am glad, on a bipartisan basis, we
both believe the United States should
focus more attention on that impor-
tant continent. I thank the Senator.

————

DREAM ACT

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, it was 10
years ago I was contacted in my Chi-
cago office by a mom, a Korean Amer-
ican. She had a problem. She had come
to this country from Brazil with her
young daughter. The family was origi-
nally from Korea, but they came to the
country from Brazil. Her daughter
came at the age of 2 and grew up in
Chicago. She was a bright girl with a
lot of talent and particularly turned
out to be a musical prodigy. By the
time she was ready to graduate from
high school, she had offers to go to the
best music schools—the Manhattan
School of Music, the Julliard School of
Music.

As she filled out her application
forms, there was a little blank that
said ‘‘citizenship.” She turned to her
mom and said: What am I supposed to
put here? Her mom said: I don’t know.
We never filed any papers. You were
brought in here at the age of 2. We bet-
ter do something.

Her daughter said: What are we going
to do?

Her mom said: We are going to call
Senator DURBIN.

They called my office hoping to come
up with a solution. Unfortunately, I
could not. The law is very clear. She
not only would have been deported
from America, she would have been de-
ported back to Brazil, a place where
the little girl had never lived or a lan-
guage she never mastered. She was sup-
posed to wait there for 10 years and try
to get back in the United States.

It struck me that was unfair. That is
when I introduced the DREAM Act.
The idea behind the DREAM Act is to
give young children who are now in
young adulthood a chance to become
legal in America. I introduced the bill
10 years ago and called it up several
times on the Senate floor in the last 10
years. I think on every occasion we had
a majority vote. The last time we had
55 votes of 100 in the Senate, but the
filibuster rule requires 60. It fell short
of passing.

What the bill says is very basic. The
DREAM Act would give students a
chance to become legal if they came to
the United States as children; they are
long-term residents of the TUnited
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