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Nightly News, a graduate from 
Yankton High School. 

Yankton is celebrating its sesqui-
centennial with a variety of artists 
playing a diverse selection of music. 
This three day concert event will honor 
the people that have made Yankton 
their home, from the first rugged set-
tlers to the children of today. 

Yankton continues to be a vibrant 
community and a great asset to South 
Dakota. Yankton boasts a thriving 
economy, various tourist destinations, 
and tremendous opportunities for out-
door recreation. I am pleased to recog-
nize the achievements of Yankton, and 
to offer my congratulations to the resi-
dents of the city on this historic mile-
stone.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RANDY SCHOEN 
∑ Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, today 
I wish to honor the work of Medford 
Chief of Police Randy Schoen, and all 
the officers, citizens, dispatchers, and 
volunteers being recognized at the 
Medford Police Awards Banquet. 

The Medford Police Department is 
doing its community a great service in 
holding the annual Medford Police 
Awards Banquet, acknowledging and 
encouraging the kind of work that 
keeps our citizens safe and makes our 
communities great. 

Chief Schoen has contributed much 
to his department and to the city of 
Medford, OR. He developed the depart-
ment’s first K9, SWAT, and drug and 
gang enforcement units. He has used 
technology to make the department 
more effective and responsive. He has 
rolled out programs that have in-
creased the Medford Police Depart-
ment’s efficiency, community involve-
ment, and clearance rates. Chief 
Schoen is a terrific example of what it 
means to be a public servant. He is now 
retiring after 25 years of meritorious 
service. His hard work will be missed. 

Also worthy of praise are the many 
other individuals being honored at the 
Medford Police Awards Banquet. These 
citizens and officers are receiving 
awards for Outstanding Achievement, 
Meritorious Lifesaving, and Citizen 
Recognition. Many of these individuals 
have risked personal harm to save the 
life of another, or ensure that justice is 
done. I thank the Medford Police De-
partment for honoring them. 

I join the Medford Police Department 
and the people of Medford in com-
memorating the great work of Chief 
Schoen and all those receiving awards 
at this banquet. These individuals rep-
resent the ideals of civil service, per-
sonal heroism, and a just society. I 
thank them for their service and wish 
them all the best in their endeavors to 
come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO LINDA CANNON 
∑ Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, today 
I honor Linda Cannon, deputy director 
of intergovernmental relations for the 
city of Seattle, who is retiring after 
serving over 35 years with the city. 

Ms. Cannon’s legacy can be seen 
throughout the city. She has served for 
many years as the city’s primary con-
tact with the U.S. military as it relates 
to the base realignment and closure 
process. The most significant of these 
projects was her work on the ongoing 
redevelopment of Sand Point, a former 
Naval Air Station and later Support 
Activity Center for the Navy, closed in 
1991. Linda served as the key staff per-
son coordinating with the Navy, com-
munity members, Native American 
tribes, and a host of interest groups 
over the redevelopment of this signifi-
cant resource. Linda worked to balance 
all these interests while ensuring that 
the values of the community were also 
upheld. The crown jewel of this rede-
velopment is Warren G. Magnuson 
Park which honors Washington State’s 
late great Senator Magnuson. Her lead-
ership throughout this process has 
been critical to its success. 

Ms. Cannon also served as a mentor 
and trusted colleague to hundreds of 
city staff through the years. She is 
known for her grace under pressure, 
her clearheaded approach to problems, 
and keeping everything in perspective. 
Her attitude and work ethic always 
served as a model for those around her. 

Ms. Cannon represents the best of 
public service in this country. Her pro-
fessionalism, integrity, institutional 
knowledge, and understanding of the 
role of public employees in serving the 
people have been a huge asset to the 
city and will be sorely missed. There 
are hundreds of thousands of public 
servants around the country like Ms. 
Cannon who are quietly serving their 
communities every day. We all should 
be grateful for their dedication and 
service. I would like to wish Ms. Can-
non the best in her retirement and a 
heartfelt thank you.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING BIOVATION, LLC 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, for 25 
years, the Smaller Business Associa-
tion of New England, SBANE, has been 
recognizing the accomplishments and 
innovations of small businesses 
throughout the Northeast with its in-
novation awards. The Rising Star cat-
egory is reserved for those small busi-
nesses that will have a significant im-
pact in their industry or sector in the 
near future. 

Today I rise to recognize Biovation 
LLC, a small manufacturing firm in 
the coastal Maine town of Boothbay 
that creates antimicrobial chemical 
and nonwoven fiber products for both 
food packaging and wound care. 
Biovation beat out nearly 200 nominees 
and 20 finalists to win the coveted Ris-
ing Star category of the SBANE’s Inno-
vation Awards, a truly worthy and 
aptly named recognition for this up- 
and-coming firm. 

The company was nominated for the 
SBANE award by the Maine Manufac-
turing Extension Partnership, MEP, 
with which it has worked to increase 
efficiency, productivity and competi-

tiveness. Rosemary Presnar of the 
Maine MEP has noted that Biovation 
possesses ‘‘a rare combination of engi-
neering capability and entrepreneurial 
zeal; and they’re visionary in applying 
their technology to develop new prod-
ucts and create new market opportuni-
ties.’’ This commitment to improve-
ment is a source of inspiration, and is 
an example of the blossoming techno-
logical and R&D sector that is trans-
forming Maine. Biovation received the 
award at SBANE’s annual gala dinner 
on May 11 in Massachusetts, joining 
Maine companies such as Tom’s of 
Maine and Wright Express, which have 
been recognized in previous years. 

Biovation aspires to become a world-
wide leader in the product safety and 
wound care sectors within the next 
decade, and the company is off to a re-
sounding start. Biovation has devel-
oped a process where textile fibers are 
infused with antimicrobial chemical 
formulations; these fibers can be used 
for bandages and dressings to prevent 
the spread of disease by inhibiting the 
growth of bacteria and fungi. Clearly, 
this is a perfect tool for use in hos-
pitals and medical facilities worldwide 
in efforts to eradicate the transmission 
of infections between patients. 

In April of this year, Biovation 
shipped out its first orders of food safe-
ty products, and by this time next 
year, it expects to complete contract 
negotiations with a medical company 
for its wound care products. Addition-
ally, the U.S. Marines have expressed 
interest in acquiring absorbent liners 
to keep soldier’s boots dry. Because 
countries like Iraq and Afghanistan 
lack the proper infrastructure, it is dif-
ficult to use electric dryers for such 
tasks. Biovation’s unique products can 
provide an affordable, lightweight pad 
to help our troops stay comfortable 
during their critical missions in ex-
treme temperatures and conditions. 

It will take America’s nearly 30 mil-
lion small businesses working to out- 
innovate and out-produce the rest of 
the world to provide for a lasting eco-
nomic recovery. With companies like 
Biovation leading the way, I am con-
fident that we are well-poised to move 
our economy forward. I thank everyone 
at Biovation for their dedication and 
forward-thinking, and congratulate 
them on their success.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO TOM MCAVOY 
∑ Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Presi-
dent, today I recognize a native 
Puebloan, sometimes critic, and staple 
of Colorado’s political journalism, Tom 
McAvoy. 

Tom McAvoy has been with the 
Pueblo Chieftain newspaper in Colo-
rado for over three decades, including 
21 years of covering the Colorado state-
house. For the past 7 years, he has 
served as the Chieftain’s editorial re-
search director and a member of its 
editorial board. He will retire at the 
end of May, but I hear he will continue 
to make an occasional appearance in 
the editorial section. 
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