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are doing all they can within the limi-
tations of your jurisdiction. I am doing
my little oversight bit, and then we
have the Homeland Security Com-
mittee that will march forward with
their authorization. And I will be here
for that parade.

Mr. ADERHOLT. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. MICA).

The question was taken; and the
Chair announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. MICA. Mr. Chairman, I demand a
recorded vote.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to clause 6 of
rule XVIII, further proceedings on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Florida will be postponed.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Chairman, I
move that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
MicA) having assumed the chair, Mr.
DREIER, Chair of the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union,
reported that that Committee, having
had under consideration the bill (H.R.
2017) making appropriations for the De-
partment of Homeland Security for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2012,
and for other purposes, had come to no
resolution thereon.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 20 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. ADERHOLT) at 4 o’clock
and 11 minutes p.m.

———

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2012

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 287 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 2017.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
2017) making appropriations for the De-
partment of Homeland Security for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2012,
and for other purposes, with Mr.
DREIER in the chair.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. When the Committee of
the Whole rose earlier today, a request
for a recorded vote on an amendment
offered by the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. MicA) had been postponed and the
bill had been read through page 92, line
7.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Chairman, I
move to strike the last word.

The CHAIR. The gentleman from
Alabama is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Chairman, as
we had talked earlier about this legis-
lation, this bill is about putting pri-
ority on limited dollars and robustly
supporting the most essential func-
tions of the Department of Homeland
Security and to make sure that our
homeland is safe.

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, with all of its critical missions, is
not immune from fiscal discipline.
That has been the theme that we have
been talking about since we started the
bill yesterday afternoon. That means
that the Department has to find the
most cost-effective way to meet its
mission requirements.

The American people, quite honestly,
are demanding no less in this regard.

Again, we started yesterday after-
noon at around 3:30, we went until
about 12:30 this morning, we started
again about 12:30 today, this afternoon,
and we are continuing with this legis-
lation. It will probably take us a cou-
ple of more hours this evening before
we finish. A lot of people have done a
lot of work to make this bill happen
and for it to take place.

I just again would want to thank
each of them for their hard work.

Again, the ranking member, Mr.
PRICE, has been a true partner in this
as we have worked together, and I want
to thank him for his contribution that
he has made.

Also, I would like to thank the full
committee chairman and the ranking
member, Mr. HAL ROGERS and Mr.
Dicks, for their support. They have
both been very helpful as we have gone
through this process, and they have
had to make some very difficult
choices as they have to work with all
12 subcommittees. I want to congratu-
late them, as we have kicked off the
start of a new appropriations season,
and we have nearly the first appropria-
tion bill to come to the floor.

But I do want to take a moment and
thank the committee staff for their
hard work, namely, I want to thank
Stephanie Gupta and Paul Cox on the
minority side; and, of course, the ma-
jority staff has worked very, very
closely with the minority, and we do
appreciate their hard work.

But on the majority staff, Jeff
Ashford, Kris Mallard, Kathy
Kraninger, Miles Taylor, and Rebecca
Ore have all done a tremendous job in
their work and, of course, last but not
least, Ben Nicholson. Ben Nicholson
serves as the clerk of the Homeland Se-
curity Subcommittee on Appropria-
tions and Ben has done a tremendous
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job as he has helped me up here as I
have managed the time on this par-
ticular piece of legislation.
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Also, on the appropriations staff,
Jennifer Miller and Mike Robinson
have done a great job, and also Jim
Kulikowski. They have been very help-
ful in making sure this process moves
forward. As you can imagine, there’s a
lot of moving parts. And so I do want
to thank Mike, Jennifer, and Jim for
their hard work.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. I move
to strike the last word.

The CHAIR. The gentleman is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr.
Chairman, I appreciate the chance as
we enter the homestretch of this de-
bate to also express my appreciation to
the many colleagues and staff members
who have brought us to this point.

I want to commend Chairman
ADERHOLT for this first voyage that he
has taken as the subcommittee chair-
man and for the professional approach
that he has brought to this, the careful
process, the inclusive process. We are
very grateful to him.

We had a good, full season of hear-
ings and an open process in the Appro-
priations Committee, at markup, and
we’ve had an open process here on the
floor. That’s the way Appropriations is
supposed to work. And so I do com-
mend the chairman and the leadership
for that.

We have had a good, robust debate
here. I certainly wish that we were in
closer agreement on this bill. I have al-
ways believed that on Appropriations
we should look out for the institu-
tional role of this House in holding the
executive accountable, on a bipartisan
basis, no matter which party is in
charge either here or in the White
House.

And so when the partisan divisions
that inevitably characterize our work
here, when those partisan divisions are
evident on Appropriations, we try our
best to overcome them. Historically,
we have tried our best to overcome
them. That has been very difficult this
year, and we have a bill that we are di-
vided on—but not on the entire bill by
any means. As I said in my opening
statement yesterday, the chairman and
the majority have done a good job in
keeping the frontline operations of the
Homeland Security Department intact,
keeping those operations strong.

Where they’ve fallen down is, I be-
lieve, to pass a budget resolution that
contains a Homeland Security alloca-
tion that is simply inadequate. That
has been compounded by the treatment
of disaster funds beyond the Presi-
dent’s request, a refusal to designate
those as emergency funds. And so we
are left with a bill that’s severely
squeezed. I won’t elaborate except to
say that this is the bigger picture we
are dealing with, the radical shortfall
in the State and local grants, a chal-
lenge we will have to continue to work
on.
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