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flood and rebuild as soon as the flood is
over.

I commend State and local officials
and the North Dakota National Guard
for the tremendous work that they
have done, working tirelessly to pre-
pare for this flood and quickly respond-
ing to those who need help, and most
importantly, to the tens of thousands
of volunteers who embody North Dako-
ta’s spirit and show that in times of
hardship that they will pull together
and get the job done.

Again, I thank all the volunteers,
and our hearts go out to those who are
fighting the flood.

———

DON'T END MEDICARE

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, my con-
stituents are wondering when the
House majority will hear their cries:
Don’t end Medicare. In fact, a recent
CNN poll showed opposition to the
Road to Ruin budget that ends Medi-
care, with the highest amongst those
being senior citizens at 74 percent op-
posed to the plan.

In addition, the voters in the 26th
Congressional District of New York re-
cently made their voices heard when
they elected Representative KATHY
HoOCHUL to be the newest Member of
Congress. Their top concern was that
the Republican budget threatens to end
Medicare. They know that under the
plan, anyone under the age of 55 will be
forced to save an extra $182,000 just to
pay for their future health care costs
in retirements. That number rises to a
startling $400,000 for those in their
thirties. These statistics are even more
astounding when you consider the bil-
lions of dollars in tax breaks Repub-
licans have given away to our coun-
try’s wealthiest individuals as well as
Big Oil companies.

Enough is enough. If Republicans are
serious about protecting our Nation’s
seniors, they would work with us to
strengthen Medicare, not end it.

———
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THE PLAN TO END MEDICARE

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, Repub-
licans are doubling down on their plan
to end Medicare, voting this week for a
second time on their Road to Ruin
budget that ends Medicare. Repub-
licans instead should listen to the will
of the people, who overwhelmingly op-
pose their Medicare plans, and instead
work in a bipartisan way to address
deficits and strengthen Medicare.

The Republican budget more than
doubles costs for future generations
and puts insurance companies back in
charge. According to the CBO, in 2022
the average senior will see their costs
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increase by more than $6,000, and the
Republican budget also cuts benefits
for today’s seniors. It reopens the pre-
scription drug doughnut hole, increas-
ing costs for the estimated 4 million
seniors who fall into the coverage gap
by as much as $44 billion over the next
decade, including $2.2 billion in 2012
alone. It also increases costs for pre-
ventive care and eliminates the annual
wellness benefit.

The Republican budget has the wrong
priorities and makes the wrong choices
for seniors and middle class families.

————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H. RES. 292, REGARDING DE-
PLOYMENT OF UNITED STATES
ARMED FORCES IN LIBYA, AND
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H. CON. RES. 51, LIBYA WAR
POWERS RESOLUTION

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 294 and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 294

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order without inter-
vention of any point of order to consider in
the House the resolution (H. Res. 292) declar-
ing that the President shall not deploy, es-
tablish, or maintain the presence of units
and members of the United States Armed
Forces on the ground in Libya, and for other
purposes. The resolution shall be considered
as read. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the resolution to its
adoption without intervening motion or de-
mand for division of the question except one
hour of debate, with 40 minutes equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on
Foreign Affairs, 20 minutes equally divided
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Armed
Services.

SEC. 2. Upon the adoption of this resolution
it shall be in order without intervention of
any point of order to consider in the House
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 51)
directing the President, pursuant to section
5(c) of the War Powers Resolution, to remove
the United States Armed Forces from Libya,
if called up by the chair of the Committee on
Foreign Affairs or her designee. The concur-
rent resolution shall be considered as read.
The concurrent resolution shall be debatable
for one hour, with 30 minutes controlled by
Representative Ros-Lehtinen of Florida or
her designee and 30 minutes controlled by
Representative Kucinich of Ohio or his des-
ignee. The previous question shall be consid-
ered as ordered on the concurrent resolution
to its adoption without intervening motion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WOMACK). The gentleman from South
Carolina is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. For
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from  Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN), pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. House
Resolution 294 provides for a closed
rule for consideration of two measures,
House Concurrent Resolution 51 and
House Resolution 292.

This rule allows for the consideration
of House Concurrent Resolution 51,
consistent with the War Powers Act,
and provides for an alternative meas-
ure introduced by the Speaker of the
House. I support the Speaker’s resolu-
tion and the ability to have up-or-down
votes on both resolutions.

This approach is consistent with the
Speaker’s and our conference’s goal of
a more open and transparent process,
allowing the House to work its will on
both resolutions. Members can vote for
one of the resolutions, both of the reso-
lutions, or neither of them.

The underlying legislation addresses
the administration’s actions in Libya.
Mr. Speaker, on March 19, 2011, Presi-
dent Obama ordered U.S. military
intervention in Libya as a part of a
multinational coalition. Well over 60
days later—let me say that one more
time—over 60 days later the President
has still not asked for, nor has he re-
ceived, authorization from Congress to
commit troops to such action.

Mr. Speaker, article I of our Con-
stitution states that Congress, and
only Congress, has the power to declare
war. This point was made best in 2007
by then-Senator Barack Obama, who
said: “The President does not have
power under the Constitution to uni-
laterally authorize a military attack in
a situation that does not involve stop-
ping an actual or imminent threat to
the Nation.”

Just in case we missed that, the cur-
rent President got it right in 2007 when
he was a Senator. I want to quote him
one more time. He said that ‘‘the Presi-
dent does not have power under the
Constitution to unilaterally authorize
a military attack in a situation that
does not involve stopping an actual or
imminent threat to the Nation.”

While the United States must play
offense in the war on terror, and we
should not have to wait for threats to
materialize before acting. It is not
clear, it is simply not clear that Libya
posed a threat to our Nation that justi-
fied the use of troops, the United
States’ troops.

It is undeniable that Qadhafi is one
of the most notorious terrorists of our
time, and the world will be a better
place when he is gone. But at the same
time, there is no shortage of dictators
who should be removed from power.
Syria’s Assad is butchering his own
people as we speak. Iran, under
Ahmadinejad, sponsors terrorism
around the world, he persecutes reli-
gious minorities, and is working to de-
velop a nuclear bomb.
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