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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF DR. 
RALPH RUSH HENDRICKS 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of the United States Congress, it is with 
great respect and honor that I rise today to 
recognize the life of Northwest Florida’s be-
loved Ralph Hendricks. 

Born in Jay, Florida on June 3, 1927, Ralph 
Hendricks lived a life deeply rooted in his 
strong faith in God and love for his family and 
community. Dr. Hendricks began preaching 
along the Gulf Coast after graduating from As-
bury College and Candler School of Theology 
at Emory University. An ordained elder in the 
United Methodist Church, Dr. Hendricks 
served pastorates throughout the Alabama- 
West Florida Conference for 40 years, includ-
ing those in Escambia, Santa Rosa and 
Okaloosa counties. 

His service to the Northwest Florida commu-
nity, however, spread beyond the doors of the 
church. A pivotal leader in the local commu-
nity, Dr. Hendricks served six years as a Dis-
trict Superintendent of the Andalusia District. 
He also served 37 years in the United States 
Navy and became chaplain of the Alabama 
Army National Guard. During his role as chap-
lain, he obtained the rank of Colonel and was 
awarded the Meritorious Service Medal. After 
his retirement, he continued to dedicate his 
time to those in need as Hospice chaplain in 
Escambia County, Florida. 

To some, Ralph Hendricks will be remem-
bered as a community leader and to others as 
a dedicated pastor and chaplain. To his family, 
he will forever be remembered as a loving 
husband, father, grandfather, and great grand-
father. Ralph is survived by his wife Betty of 
57 years; his children, Randy, Steve, and 
Mary Kaye; 7 grandchildren and 1 great 
grandchild. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I am privileged to honor the life of 
Dr. Ralph Hendricks for his honorable leader-
ship and service to Northwest Florida and to 
this great nation. My wife Vicki and I offer our 
prayers for his entire family. He will be truly 
missed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MARITIME INTER-
NATIONAL FOR THE 2011 LOU-
ISIANA ECONOMIC DEVELOP-
MENT LANTERN AWARD 

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR. 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
congratulate Maritime International, a com-
pany from South Louisiana, for being named 
winner of the 2011 Lantern Award, District 4. 

The Lantern Award is presented by Louisiana 
Economic Development to salute manufactur-
ers from across the state for their outstanding 
contributions to the Louisiana economy and to 
their communities. 

Maritime International is owned by David 
Leblanc, John Deats and Donald Nassar and 
provides full service marine engineering and 
manufacturing. It serves many different clients 
including the U.S. Navy, oil companies, gov-
ernment agencies and port authorities. 
Maritime’s goal is to offer clients effective and 
economical solutions for their mooring and 
berthing needs. Five engineering and sales of-
fices are located in the U.S., China, the U.K., 
UAE and France. 

Maritime makes an effort to purchase items 
from Louisiana vendors and is very involved in 
the local community. The company provides 
support to community events and charitable 
needs including Susan G. Komen Race for the 
Cure, St. Jude, UNICEF and many more. Mar-
itime International has steadily grown and in-
novated since beginning in 1996 and is con-
tinuing to do so with new expansion jobs un-
derway. 

It goes without saying that Maritime Inter-
national is very deserving of the honor of 
being given the 2011 Lantern Award. The staff 
at Maritime International is innovative and ef-
fective in what they do. I wholeheartedly thank 
Maritime International for their service to Lou-
isiana, and I congratulate the company on this 
award. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 1, 2011 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2017) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Home-
land Security for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2012, and for other purposes: 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Chair, I rise in op-
position of H.R. 2017, the FY 2012 Homeland 
Security Appropriations Bill. As a member of 
the House Homeland Security Committee, I 
cannot stress enough the importance of ensur-
ing state and local officials have the resources 
they need in order for them to efficiently and 
effectively respond to national and local emer-
gencies. This bill breaks faith with first re-
sponders, who are essential to our national 
security, by significantly underfunding them. 

In particular, this bill proposes to cut fire-
fighter assistance grants by more than fifty 
percent. The Assistance to Firefighter Grant 
program (FIRE) focuses on equipping fire-
fighters with the necessary resources they 
need to respond to any national or local emer-
gency in a post 9/11 environment. The Staff-
ing for Adequate Fire and Emergency Re-

sponse Grant program is designed to allow 
fire departments to increase their training and 
hiring of more firefighters. By cutting FIRE 
grants by 51 percent, from $405 million in FY 
2011 to $200 million in FY 2012 and SAFER 
grants by 63 percent, from $405 million in FY 
2011 to $150 million in FY 2012, we ultimately 
risk jeopardizing the safety of our commu-
nities. In addition, this bill takes away direct 
funding for nine key state and local security 
grants (including State Homeland Security 
Grants, Urban Area Security Initiative, Transit 
Security Grants, and Port Security Grants), 
combines them into a separate block grant, 
and slashes the funding of the block grant by 
55 percent—from $2.2 billion in FY 2011 to $1 
billion in FY 2012. By requiring all of these 
critical programs to compete against one an-
other for essentially half the funding they each 
received the previous year, this bill will force 
many of these programs to be underfunded or 
zeroed out entirely. 

This bill also significantly cuts Homeland 
Security Research and Development projects 
by 42 percent—from $688 million in FY 2011 
to $398 million in FY 2012. By implementing 
these cuts, this bill would force us to eliminate 
more than 144 research projects in areas such 
as biological and explosives detection, ad-
vanced cyber security, and interoperability. In 
a time when our nation remains highly vulner-
able to terrorism, we cannot afford to lose 
these essential counterterrorism research 
projects. 

In response to our troubling debt, many cuts 
were already made to H.R. 1473, the FY 2011 
Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act (P.L. 
102–10) For example, State Homeland Secu-
rity Grants were cut from $950 million in FY 
2010 to $725 million in FY 2011; the Urban 
Area Security Initiative was cut from $887 mil-
lion in FY 2010 to $725 million in FY 2011; 
Transit Security grants were cut from $300 
million in FY 2010 to $250 million in FY 2011; 
Port Security Grants were cut from $300 mil-
lion in FY 2010 to $250 million in FY 2011; 
and SAFER grants were cut from $420 million 
in FY 2010 to $405 million in FY 2011. By 
continuing to make substantial cuts, this bill 
will undoubtedly hinder the capabilities of our 
nation’s first responders. 

According to The International Association 
of Firefighters (IAFF) these cuts would have 
disastrous effects on the safety of our commu-
nities. They have stated that ‘‘[a]t a time when 
state and local public safety budgets are 
shrinking, it is unconscionable to implement 
cuts of this magnitude. Make no mistake, if 
this proposal is enacted, it would devastate 
local fire department budgets and threaten 
public safety nationwide.’’ In addition to the 
cutting of research programs, this bill also 
makes a foolish mistake of preserving a cap 
on the total number of TSA screeners at 
46,000—which will prevent the additional hir-
ing of personnel needed to staff new security 
technology. 

There will be a number of other troubling 
consequences if this bill is to pass: 
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Transit agencies would not have funding to 

hire additional law enforcement officers, ac-
quire bomb sniffing dogs, or install explosive 
screening devices at a time when open source 
media reports indicate that Al Qaeda may be 
attempting a major attack on the U.S. rail sys-
tem. 

States and localities would receive greatly 
reduced funding (or be denied funding en-
tirely) to harden tunnels and bridges or install 
surveillance systems at high-risk areas. 

Ports would not have funds for vessels to 
protect harbor waterways from a terrorist 
threat or for maritime training of law enforce-
ment personnel at the ports. 

According to the National Association of 
Counties, a reduction in grant programs and 
the combining of funding would result in com-
munities of all sizes not being able to enhance 
their level of preparedness to deal with all 
hazards, including potential nuclear, chemical, 
and biological attacks. 

As a member of the House Homeland Secu-
rity Committee, I refuse to stand by this bill. 
We as members of Congress have a responsi-
bility to protect our communities from any pos-
sible danger. For this reason, there is no high-
er priority than to adequately fund our home-
land security, particularly our first responders 
such as firefighters. It makes no sense to 
weaken our Homeland Security program by 
cutting their resources in a time when terrorist 
threats continue to put our nation at risk. We 
as members of Congress must unite and as-
sist our brave first responders in their efforts 
to help contain any threats by providing them 
with all necessary resources, rather than turn 
our backs and leave them without sufficient 
funding. This bill not only undermines our na-
tion’s security, it also undermines our alle-
giance to the American people who look up to 
us in this particular time to protect them from 
any possible danger, whether it is an act of 
terrorism or a natural disaster. For this reason, 
I oppose H.R. 2017, the FY 2012 Homeland 
Security Appropriations Bill. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, on May 11th, 
my vote on rollcall vote No. 309 was incor-
rectly recorded as ‘‘aye’’ when I intended to 
vote ‘‘no.’’ I did not see the error until it was 
too late. I have strong opposition to H.R. 1229 
and my intention was to vote ‘‘no’’ on this leg-
islation. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE PROSTATE 
ACT 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today dur-
ing Men’s Health Week to urge my colleagues 
to support the fight against one of our Nation’s 
leading causes of death among men—prostate 
cancer. There are significant racial and ethnic 
disparities that demand attention: African 

Americans have prostate cancer mortality 
rates that are more than double those in the 
white population. Underserved rural popu-
lations have higher rates of mortality com-
pared to their urban counterparts. Additionally, 
certain veterans’ populations may have nearly 
twice the incidence of prostate cancer than the 
general population of the United States. 

There should be coordination across Fed-
eral agencies which are already receiving sig-
nificant resources focused on prostate cancer 
programs. This coordination would serve to 
improve accountability and actively encourage 
the translation of research into practice. Addi-
tionally, this coordination would serve to iden-
tify and implement best practices, in order to 
foster an integrated and monolithic focus on 
effective prevention, diagnosis and treatment 
of this disease. 

For these reasons, I, along with Rep. 
BROUN, now introduce this bi-partisan piece of 
legislation. Our bill provides for a time-limited 
interagency taskforce to ensure that the Fed-
eral dollars invested in the fight against this 
disease are well spent. 

In 2010, more than 217,730 new patients 
were diagnosed with, and more than 32,050 
men died from this disease. Furthermore, 
about 1 man in 6 will be diagnosed with pros-
tate cancer, and roughly 2 million Americans 
are living with a diagnosis of prostate cancer 
and its consequences. While prostate cancer 
generally affects older individuals, younger 
men are also at risk for the disease. When 
prostate cancer appears in early middle age it 
frequently takes on a more aggressive form. 
Prostate cancer continues to be a serious 
threat to our Nation’s men. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill, and 
use this as an opportunity to show America’s 
men that they have your support. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MAX BRAKE CON-
TROLLERS FOR THE 2011 LOU-
ISIANA ECONOMIC DEVELOP-
MENT LANTERN AWARD 

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR. 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
congratulate Max Brake Controllers, a com-
pany from Cameron Parish, Louisiana, for 
being named winner of the 2011 Lantern 
Award, District 3. The Lantern Award is pre-
sented by Louisiana Economic Development 
to salute manufacturers from across the state 
for their outstanding contributions to the Lou-
isiana economy and to their communities. 

Thomas McDaniel, his wife Debbie and 
company employees created Max Brake Con-
trollers several years ago. McDaniel is also 
the owner of Mac’s Classic Muscle Cars, a 
supplier of Max Brakes. Because of his experi-
ence in this field, McDaniel was able to play 
a key role in creating the Max Brake tech-
nology. Max Brake Company uses Louisiana 
parts as much as possible, with about half of 
the components bought locally including brass 
stock, electrical parts and hardware from local 
companies. 

Max Brake Controllers uses a braking sys-
tem for trucks and big rigs to carry large 
loads. An electrical display presents hydraulic 
vehicle brake pressure and helps to control 

electric trailer brakes. The brake pressure is 
monitored by a pressure sensor in the vehicle 
master cylinder. 

McDaniel is a member of the Cameron Par-
ish Police Jury. He is also an avid supporter 
of South Cameron High School and a member 
of the Volunteer Fire Department, Recreation 
Department and Water District. 

It goes without saying that Max Brake Con-
trollers is very deserving of the honor of being 
given the 2011 Lantern Award. McDaniel and 
the other staff at Max Brake Controllers are in-
novative and effective in what they do, and I 
am honored to serve as their member of Con-
gress. I wholeheartedly thank Max Brake Con-
trollers for their service to the Cameron Parish 
and the state of Louisiana, and I congratulate 
the company on this award. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE JET PRO-
PULSION LABORATORY ON THE 
COMPLETION OF THE SPIRIT 
ROVER MISSION 

HON. DAVID DREIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the La Canada Flintridge based Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory (JPL), its director, Dr. 
Charles Elachi and all of the JPL employees, 
on successfully completing the mission of 
Spirit, a Mars Exploration Rover. Spirit was 
designed, built and operated by JPL. 

In the summer of 2003, NASA launched 
Spirit along with its twin, Opportunity, from 
Cape Canaveral Air Force Station. After trav-
eling for six months and more than a quarter 
million miles, Spirit landed on Mars on Janu-
ary 3, 2004. The Mars Exploration Rover mis-
sion sought to expand our understanding of 
Mars’ geological history and find evidence of 
water. One of the mission’s greatest achieve-
ments was Spirit’s discovery of minerals indi-
cating that Mars was once a wet environment 
with hot springs and steam vents. These con-
ditions may have been favorable for microbial 
life. In addition, Spirit provided us with thou-
sands of breathtaking images of Mars’ sur-
face. While Spirit’s mission was only planned 
for three months, it showed amazing resiliency 
and continued to operate for six years. After 
surviving three Martian winters, countless dust 
storms and a broken wheel, NASA lost contact 
with Spirit last March. Opportunity continues to 
explore the Martian surface. 

Mr. Speaker, the success of Spirit’s mission, 
and JPL’s scientific accomplishments, dem-
onstrate the need to continue strong support 
for Mars exploration missions. As you may 
know, the Mars Science Laboratory is sched-
uled to launch at the end of this year. It will 
expand upon the discoveries made by Spirit 
and provide new insight into Mars’ past. Its 
primary purpose is to determine if Mars was 
ever capable of supporting microbial life. To 
accomplish this, the mission will carry the 
most advanced instruments ever sent to Mars 
and have the capability to travel farther than 
past rovers. 

Mankind has always yearned to explore 
what is beyond the horizon. However, space 
exploration does more than inspire our imagi-
nation. It provides measurable benefits here at 
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home. From new medical treatments to devel-
oping new energy solutions, NASA technology 
has made our world better. In addition, 
NASA’s research centers, such as JPL, en-
hance communities, including my own district, 
by providing high-paying, highly-skilled jobs. 
Lastly, these projects provide inspiration to the 
next generation of engineers and scientists 
who will develop our future industries. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend JPL and its em-
ployees whose tireless work has made Spirit’s 
mission such a tremendous success. I wish 
JPL the best of luck as it embarks on future 
projects and continues to expand our knowl-
edge of Mars. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE VCU BASKET-
BALL TEAM’S ADVANCEMENT TO 
THE NCAA BASKETBALL TOUR-
NAMENT’S FINAL FOUR 

HON. ERIC CANTOR 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a historic accomplishment for the 
Richmond region. On March 27, 2011, the Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University’s basketball 
team defeated the University of Kansas 71-61 
and for the first time in history advanced to the 
NCAA Basketball Tournament’s Final Four. 

Led by Coach Shaka Smart, the Rams had 
a terrific season and finished sixth in the final 
ESPN/USA Today Coaches poll, which is the 
highest finish in school and CAA history. The 
Rams ended the season by tying their record 
of 28 wins. 

The Rams set a number of new records for 
VCU and the CAA including total points 
scored with 2,864 and total three-pointers with 
339, a mark which ranked second in the na-
tion. The fourteen home games of the 2010– 
11 season set a new average attendance 
record with 6,645 fans per game. The average 
attendance for all forty games was 8,742, 
which is also a school record. 

The team has brought the City of Richmond 
and the entire Commonwealth of Virginia 
much pride. Their strong teamwork and spirit 
were evident, and they brought an excitement 
to our community that has rarely been seen 
before. VCU pride was displayed in store 
fronts, restaurants, local businesses and in 
people’s homes. We were all proud to share 
the magic of VCU’s Cinderella season with the 
country. 

I offer sincere congratulations to VCU Presi-
dent Michael Rao for his vision and out-
standing leadership, Coach Smart for his con-
tagious enthusiasm and tenacity, the Ram 
basketball team for their exceptional play and 
inspiring team spirit, and all of the students 
and fans that supported the team throughout 
the season. 

I commend the Rams on their successful 
season and ask you to join me in celebrating 
their historic run. 

DIA DE PORTUGAL RECOGNITION 

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
along with my colleagues Mr. Costa of Cali-
fornia, Mr. McGovern of Massachusetts, and 
Mr. Cicilline of Rhode Island to recognize Dia 
de Portugal, and reiterate the strong bond be-
tween the United States and Portugal. Cele-
brated around the world on June 10th, Dia de 
Portugal recognizes the magnificent heritage 
of the Portuguese people and their descend-
ents. 

Contributing to the strong ties between the 
United States and Portugal are the sizable 
Portuguese communities in Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, New Jersey, California, and Ha-
waii. The latest census estimates that 1.3 mil-
lion individuals living in the United States are 
of Portuguese ancestry. There are also about 
20,000 Americans living in Portugal. 

A large percentage of Portuguese-Ameri-
cans are descendents of immigrants who 
came from the Azores in the late 1950’s after 
the islands experienced several volcanic erup-
tions and earthquakes, leaving many without 
homes. Thousands of victims were in need of 
aid, and the United States, in a gesture of 
international goodwill, allocated visas to the 
people of the Azores to find work and rebuild 
their lives in America. Since the Azores are 
known for their rich soil and temperate cli-
mate, many of the Portuguese refugees set-
tled in regions of the United States that sup-
ported agriculture and dairy, such as the San 
Joaquin Valley in Central California. Many 
other Portuguese from the Azores settled in 
parts of the nation with burgeoning fishing in-
dustries, particularly in Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, and New York where they continued to 
diversify and contribute to the nation’s econ-
omy and common heritage. 

Modern day Portugal has been an integral 
member of the European Union (EU) and is a 
strong proponent of European integration. 
While Portugal held the presidency of the EU 
Council for the third time during the latter half 
of 2007, Portugal oversaw the signing of a 
new EU reform treaty, staged EU summits 
with Russia, India, and China, and held a sec-
ond EU-Africa summit. Furthermore, Portugal 
is a founding member of NATO and continues 
to be an active member of the alliance. 

Lastly, the defense relationship between the 
United States and Portugal is excellent, cen-
tered on the 1995 Agreement on Cooperation 
and Defense (ACD). For 50 years, Lajes Air 
Base in the Azores has played an important 
role in supporting U.S. military aircraft. Past 
missions have engaged in counter-terrorism 
and humanitarian efforts, including operations 
in Afghanistan and Iraq. Portugal often em-
phasizes its support for strong European ties 
with the United States, particularly on defense 
and security issues. Portugal sees its role as 
host of NATO’s ‘‘Joint Command Lisbon,’’ lo-
cated near Lisbon, as an important sign of alli-
ance interest in transatlantic security issues. 

Mr. Speaker, we celebrate all the accom-
plishments of the Portuguese and Portuguese 
Americans on this occasion, and wish every-
one celebrating worldwide a joyous Dia de 
Portugal. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, yesterday I 
missed a round of votes in order to attend the 
remembrance services of a friend who passed 
away in Buffalo over the weekend. Because 
the votes I missed dealt with important ques-
tions of labor policy, foreign policy and funding 
for our veterans, I would like to enter into the 
record how I would have voted had I been 
present. 

On Rollcall 413, the LaTourette Amend-
ment, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On Rollcall 414, the Amash Amendment, I 
would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On Rollcall 415, the Sherman Amendment, 
I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On Rollcall 416, retaining Title II (Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs), I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

PASSING OF THE HONORABLE 
JUAN FRANCISCO LUIS, THIRD 
ELECTED GOVERNOR OF THE 
U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN 
OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. I rise today to com-
memorate the life of the Honorable Juan Fran-
cisco Luis, the third elected Governor of the 
U.S. Virgin Islands who passed away on June 
4, 2011, at the age of 70. In office from 1979 
through 1986, Governor Luis was the longest 
serving elected chief executive of our island 
territory. 

Governor Luis served at a time of growth 
and change in the Virgin Islands. He was a 
popular governor known as a leader who was 
responsive to the needs of ordinary citizens, 
who was always willing to listen to their indi-
vidual concerns. According to Profiles of Out-
standing Virgin Islanders, he will be remem-
bered for significant infrastructure develop-
ment in the islands, in particular, the establish-
ment of modern health care facilities on all 
three islands, the initial expansion and financ-
ing of the airports on St. Thomas and St. 
Croix, the construction of a new container port 
on St. Croix, acquisition of land on St. Croix 
for homeownership and agriculture and sev-
eral capital construction projects. 

Mr. Speaker, Governor Luis first ran for pub-
lic office in 1972, when he was elected to the 
Tenth Legislature of the U.S. Virgin Islands 
and served as chairman of the Legislative 
Housing and Planning Committee, Vice Chair-
man of the Recreation Committee and mem-
ber of the Committees on Finance, Public 
Safety, Health and Welfare, Labor and Vet-
erans Affairs. 

He was chosen by the late Governor Cyril 
King to be his running mate in the 1974 gu-
bernatorial election. The two won, and when 
Governor King died unexpectedly in 1978, 
Luis became Governor of the Virgin Islands. 
Originally a member of the Independent Citi-
zens Movement, and later as an independent, 
Luis was elected in his own right in 1978 and 
again in 1982. 
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Born on the neighboring island of Vieques, 

Puerto Rico, he moved with his family to St. 
Croix when he was two months old. He was 
the valedictorian of the then Christiansted 
High School in 1958 and went on to attend 
Inter-American University in Puerto Rico. He 
served in the U.S. Army and was honorably 
discharged in 1968 as a sergeant. He later 
taught at the then Christiansted Grammar 
School and worked for the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 

I have two special recollections of personal 
interactions with him as Governor. He made 
time to meet with me when there was a con-
troversy surrounding the naming of the park in 
Frederiksted. Several of us had decided to ask 
him to consider vetoing the bill as passed by 
the Legislature and he did. I don’t exactly re-
member the details of his negotiations with the 
HESS refinery. But at the time it seemed to 
me that he was not getting the support he 
needed and so in an attempt to rise above 
party politics, I secured the signatures to call 
a special meeting to urge the Territorial Com-
mittee of the Democratic Party to support him 
during the negotiations. My efforts were not 
successful, but I know he appreciated the at-
tempt. 

I believe that history will be exceedingly kind 
to the memory of Governor Luis as we can 
see his contributions in the health care sys-
tem, in education, in the economy and in other 
aspects that affect the daily lives of Virgin Is-
landers. His efforts were sincere and those of 
us in office today build on the foundations that 
were set during his tenure. With the passage 
of time people have the chance to assess the 
contributions of those who live their lives in 
service to the public. It can be said of Gov-
ernor Juan Luis that he had a clear vision and 
that he worked diligently to accomplish his in-
tended goals and that we the people, were 
better off for it. 

Mr. Speaker, my family, staff and I extend 
our sincere condolences to his wife, Mrs. Luz 
Luis and his children Juan, Jr. and Carlota 
Amalia. May Governor Juan Francisco Luis 
rest in peace. 

f 

HONORING DYERSBURG 
SUPERINTENDENT LLOYD RAMER 

HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege 
to rise today to honor and thank Mr. Lloyd 
Ramer for an outstanding 42-year career of 
serving in public education as Superintendent 
of the Dyersburg City Schools. Mr. Ramer will 
retire from service as Superintendent on June 
7, 2011. We celebrate his accomplishments 
and wish him well in his future endeavors. 

As an exceptional leader and education ad-
vocate, Mr. Ramer began with the Dyersburg 
School System in 1969. He has functioned in 
numerous roles ranging from a contemporary 
studies teacher, acting director, basketball 
coach, curriculum coordinator, and assistant 
superintendent. In 1994, Mr. Ramer accepted 
the responsibility of Superintendent, dem-
onstrating what a colleague calls his ‘‘driving 
commitment to excellence and his continued 
quest for quality educational opportunities for 
our students.’’ His commitment has been prov-

en by spending all 42 years of his career 
working for the Dyersburg City Schools. His 
years of working with the city schools prove 
his tremendous commitment to public edu-
cation. 

On behalf of the House of Representatives, 
I want to thank Mr. Ramer for encouraging 
thousands of young Americans to achieve 
their fullest potential. 

Please join me in honoring Mr. Lloyd Ramer 
upon his retirement from public education. 

f 

HONORING MS. PATRICIA WOJCIK 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today I pause to 
remember the great life and work of Patricia 
Wojcik the longtime director of the Department 
of Senior Services in Cheektowaga, New 
York. 

For nearly two and a half decades Pat dedi-
cated her life to making the lives of seniors in 
Western New York healthier, happier and 
more fulfilled. 

Upon first assuming her leadership role in 
town government in 1980, Pat made it her 
mission to give local seniors a place to gather, 
learn, have fun and build friendships. 

Two short years later the Cheektowaga 
Senior Center opened its doors and over the 
years since, thousands of seniors were greet-
ed at those doors by Pat’s smiling face and 
kind words. 

The many ways Pat touched the lives of 
others is far too great to mention here but her 
commitment is demonstrated in the respect 
she had for the commitment of those she 
served. Each year one of her trademark 
events was a ceremony which included a 
splendid celebration for Cheektowaga couples 
celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary. 

Her devotion to her work didn’t go unrecog-
nized. She received citizen of the year awards 
from the Am Pol Eagle and Zonta Club, was 
recognized by the St. Joseph Hospital Foun-
dation and in 2005 I was honored to nominate 
her to represent our area for the White House 
Conference on the Aging. 

That same year, 25 years after she first 
started, Pat turned over her duties at 
Cheektowaga’s Senior Center and began a 
well-deserved retirement. 

On June 10, 2011 I will join long-time 
Cheektowaga leader Assemblyman Dennis 
Gabryszak, Pat’s friends, family and co-work-
ers to plant a tree in Pat Wojcik’s honor in 
front of the building where she spent so many 
years. 

Her memory will live on with this tree as 
well as in the hearts of all of us who knew and 
loved her. 

f 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND 
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 2, 2011 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 

consideration the bill (H.R. 2055) making ap-
propriations for military construction, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2012, and for other purposes: 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Chair, I 
rise today in support of the LaTourette amend-
ment and of the thousands of American work-
ers, contractors and small businesses that 
benefit from the use of Project Labor Agree-
ments. 

Created by the National Labor Relations Act 
of 1935, Project Labor Agreements, or PLAs, 
allow construction workers to enter into a col-
lective bargaining agreement that establishes 
the terms and conditions of employment for all 
workers on a construction project. 

Project Labor Agreements are cost effective 
and pro-business. They are used in every 
State on private- and public-sector construc-
tion projects. Fortune 500 companies such as 
Wal-Mart, Toyota, and Boeing praise and use 
PLAs because they provide contractors with a 
reliable and uninterrupted supply of trained 
workers at predictable costs for wages and 
benefits. 

PLAs provide uniform working conditions 
and rules on construction sites, thereby mak-
ing the work site safer while businesses ben-
efit by paying less in worker compensation 
and avoid project delays due to the lessened 
risk of job site accidents. 

PLAs encourage the employment of local 
residents, ensuring that these workers’ pay-
checks will be spent in the local community. 
PLAs can also be used as a way to enhance 
the work opportunities of military veterans and 
underrepresented communities. 

PLAs have been used for the construction 
of some of our Nation’s most iconic building 
projects, including the Coulee Dam in Wash-
ington State, the Trans-Alaska Pipeline, and 
the Kennedy Space Center in Florida. 

PLAs represent the best of what can hap-
pen when labor and business come together. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle to support American workers and busi-
nesses and vote in favor of the LaTourette 
amendment. 

f 

MARTIN VAN BUREN NATIONAL 
HISTORIC SITE 

HON. CHRISTOPHER P. GIBSON 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on 
behalf of the people of New York’s 20th Dis-
trict to express our sincere appreciation for the 
Open Space Institute’s continued preservation 
and protection of the Martin Van Buren Na-
tional Historic Site in my hometown of 
Kinderhook, NY. 

The Martin Van Buren National Historic Site 
was established by Congress in 1974 in order 
to commemorate the life and work of Presi-
dent Martin Van Buren through the preserva-
tion and interpretation of Lindenwald, his 
home and farm. When the site was estab-
lished, Kinderhook was a rural farming com-
munity, like many towns in the Mid-Hudson 
River Valley. Over the years, new homes and 
the loss of agricultural land began to threaten 
the area surrounding the park. These changes 
compromised the historic integrity of the prop-
erty. 
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The Open Space Institute (OSI) is a non-

profit organization that has worked for over 30 
years to conserve land in eastern New York, 
New England, and New Jersey. The primary 
geographic focus of OSI’s program has been 
the Hudson River Valley. To date, OSI has 
protected nearly 90,000 acres for parks, farm-
land preservation, historic sites, and other 
conservation purposes. In partnership with the 
National Park Service (NPS), the Columbia 
Land Conservancy, the Town of Kinderhook, 
and others, OSI identified a ‘‘Kinderhook 
Creek Conservation Corridor.’’ Within this area 
lie two significant historic sites: Martin Van 
Buren National Historic Site and the Columbia 
County Historical Society’s Van Alen House. 
In addition, this land encompasses a largely 
unspoiled agricultural landscape and a creek 
that is popular with fishermen, swimmers, and 
boaters. Over the years, OSI has helped pro-
tect nearly 1,000 acres of open space and 
working farmland within this corridor. 

Addressing the concerns of citizens and the 
National Park Service at a critical time, Open 
Space Institute purchased a large tract of Van 
Buren farmland, including the historic 
Lindenwald farm cottage. OSI worked with the 
NPS to establish easements protecting Van 
Buren resources, and held those until such 
time as citizens and public organizations, in-
cluding the Friends of Lindenwald, could re-
quest and achieve congressional approval for 
a boundary expansion in 2009. 

In order to keep the farmland in agricultural 
use, Open Space sold a 101-acre parcel to 
Roxbury Farm, a community-supported coop-
erative organic farm. Roxbury Farm agreed to 
the easement stipulations suggested by the 
National Park Service protecting historic re-
sources. This year, OSI donated 26 acres of 
land within the historic core of Lindenwald, in-
cluding a Van Buren era farm cottage, to the 
National Park Service to benefit the people of 
the United States. 

In addition to protecting Lindenwald in its 
historic agricultural setting, OSI has worked 
with the NPS to create a trail easement that 
will offer increased opportunities for public en-
joyment of the park and surrounding land as 
part of an overall plan that was developed in 
concert with local landowners, citizens, and 
governments. 

The unique partnership between OSI, 
Roxbury Farm, Friends of Lindenwald, and the 
NPS has created new opportunities to help 
visitors understand the importance of agri-
culture in President Van Buren’s life, the role 
of the changing agricultural economy before 
the Civil War, and the value of agriculture to 
America’s future. 

f 

HONORING MR. GEORGE MARTIN 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 90th birthday of a proud 
son of the city of Buffalo and an ardent be-
liever in the Jesuit educational tradition— 
George Martin. 

When I think of George Martin, I think of a 
man of deep faith, commitment to public serv-
ice, and a man who most of all places tremen-
dous value in quality education. George Martin 

is one of the proudest Buffalonians I have 
ever had the pleasure to know. His commit-
ment to education is so vast, so complete, that 
these words hardly live up to the record he 
has compiled. 

A proud alumnus of St. Joseph’s Collegiate 
Institute, George’s service to that institution is 
unparalleled. A longtime board chair, George 
was designated an Affiliate Christian Brother 
due to his faithful service to St. Joe’s and to 
the wider LaSallian community. 

George has demonstrated as deep a com-
mitment to Canisius College, where he is ac-
curately regarded as a living legend. George 
was the very first lay Executive Vice President 
of Canisius College, where he blazed a trail 
and set an example for literally thousands of 
impressionable students. Today, a dormitory 
and an academic award are named in his 
honor, and an endowed scholarship fund ex-
ists in his name, demonstrating all the more 
the deep and abiding commitment George has 
to the college itself and to education in gen-
eral. 

George has a great history in public service 
as well. A veteran of the Sedita administration 
in Buffalo City Government, George was also 
a friend and confidant to Governor Hugh 
Carey. George also served with honor and 
distinction for many years in leadership of the 
New York State Council of Parks, where he 
worked tirelessly to maintain the New York 
State Park system’s preeminent position as 
among the very best state systems in the na-
tion. 

Hailing from the proud neighborhoods of 
South Buffalo, George served his country with 
honor and bravery in World War II, and is pa-
triarch to many nieces and nephews—many 
themselves alumni of Canisius. Our commu-
nity is fortunate that this proud family shared 
their uncle with us, to dedicate so very much 
to the growth and success of these important 
Jesuit institutions. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join 
with me and with the membership of the 
House to honor the dedicated service of Buf-
falo’s George Martin, and to wish good health 
and Godspeed to him upon the occasion of 
his 90th birthday. 

f 

PAUL MADAY RETIREMENT 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I congratulate Mr. Paul M. 
Maday on his retirement from his position as 
Business Manager/Secretary-Treasurer for the 
Boilermakers Local 374, as well as his posi-
tion as Recording Secretary-Treasurer for the 
Northwestern Indiana Building and Construc-
tion Trades Council. Paul, a member of the 
Boilermakers Local 374 for many years, has 
dedicated his life to the interests of his fellow 
tradespeople and the entire community in 
Northwest Indiana. For his lifetime of service 
to the Boilermakers, Paul was honored at a 
retirement dinner that took place at Avalon 
Manor in Merrillville, Indiana, on Friday, June 
10, 2011. 

Paul Maday has been a member of the Boil-
ermakers Local 374 for 34 years. During his 
tenure, he has held numerous positions. After 

four years as an apprentice, Paul became a 
journeyman, a general foreman, and a union 
steward. Paul’s career continued to advance, 
and he was named Assistant Business Man-
ager in 1995, a position he held for ten years. 
Because of his hard work and tremendous 
leadership skills, Paul went on to become 
Business Manager/Secretary-Treasurer in 
2005 and was reelected to this position in 
2008. Paul also has served as Recording Sec-
retary-Treasurer for the Northwestern Indiana 
Building Trades Council since 2005. For his 
noteworthy level of skill and commitment, Paul 
was appointed to the Indiana State Pressure 
Vessel Board in 2002, 2005, and 2008. Addi-
tionally, he has served as chairman of the 
Boilermakers National Pension Trust and the 
National Annuity Trust and also served as 
chairman of the Tripartite Committee for U.S. 
Steel, ArcelorMittal Indiana Harbor and Burns 
Harbor, representing the Northwestern Indiana 
Building Trades Council. Paul’s passion, devo-
tion, and continuous support to the Building 
Trades is truly remarkable, and for this he is 
worthy of the highest praise. 

Northwest Indiana has a rich history of ex-
cellence in the craftsmanship and loyalty of 
tradespeople. For many years, Paul Maday 
has displayed unwavering dedication to the 
members of the Building Trades, and his var-
ious positions have allowed him the oppor-
tunity to touch the lives of countless individ-
uals. Not only has Paul selflessly served his 
local members, but through his work with the 
Building Trades, he has been a remarkable 
example of just how much good a dedicated 
individual can do for a community. When it 
comes to serving those in need, Paul Maday 
has been a leader of his members and the 
Northwestern Indiana Building and Construc-
tion Trades Council to ensure that innumer-
able good works are done. Paul also selflessly 
gives of his time to many charitable organiza-
tions. He has been involved in the Alzheimer’s 
Association walk-a-thon fundraiser and has 
served on the executive board for the Amer-
ican Heart Association of Northwest Indiana, 
as well as the Northwest Indiana Workforce 
Investment board. Although Paul has served 
the Building Trades and his community with 
complete dedication, it is his commitment to 
his family that is most impressive. Paul and 
his wonderful wife, Terry, have two beloved 
children and one grandchild. 

Mr. Speaker, Paul Maday has given his time 
and efforts selflessly to the union members he 
has worked so tirelessly with and represented 
so well. He has given to the people of North-
west Indiana personally and through his work 
with the Building Trades Council. He has been 
a true role model to his peers and a true 
friend to Northwest Indiana. I respectfully ask 
that you and my other distinguished col-
leagues join me in commending Paul for his 
outstanding contributions and in wishing him 
well upon his retirement. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 2055 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, today, with pas-
sage of the FY 2012 Military Construction/Vet-
erans Affairs Appropriations bill, we renew our 
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commitment to keep our promise to our na-
tion’s more than 2 million military personnel 
and their families, reservists, and 23 million 
veterans. 

I have said it before, but I am proud to note 
again that this committee has a strong history 
of working in a bipartisan way to produce a bill 
that recognizes and supports the needs of our 
active duty service members and our vet-
erans. 

The legislation includes a total of $127.8 bil-
lion in both discretionary and mandatory fund-
ing for the Department of Veterans Affairs—an 
increase of $8.7 billion over last year’s level. 
In this bill, discretionary funding alone equals 
$58.3 billion, which is $1.85 billion above the 
FY 2011 enacted level. This bill also provides 
full funding of $69.5 billion for mandatory VA 
programs. 

Since January 2007, Congress has in-
creased funding for veterans’ health care and 
other services by $30 billion (over 70%). While 
I would like to give more resources to Vet-
erans Affairs, even in these tough economic 
times, I am pleased that we are building on 
the progress made by the Democratic Majority 
in the last two Congresses. Importantly, this 
bill also includes provisions to increase spend-
ing oversight at the VA—making sure that the 
VA uses their increase in funding responsibly 
and appropriately is critically important for our 
nation’s veterans and their families. 

The bill protects the health and well being of 
our veterans by preserving the advance ap-
propriations for medical care already provided 
for fiscal year 2012 and providing the manda-
tory funding for disability, rehabilitation, edu-
cation, and housing benefits. This bill also in-
cludes sufficient resources to fully implement 
VA homeless assistance programs, including 
the Homeless Providers Grant and Per Diem, 
the Domiciliary Care for Homeless Veterans, 
and the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development—Department of Veterans Affairs 
Supported Housing programs. 

I commend the Chairman and Ranking 
Member for their hard work in ensuring that 
this bill is another significant step in fulfilling 
the promise our country made to leave no vet-
eran behind. 

I urge my colleagues to support final pas-
sage of H.R. 2055. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PARMA 
COMMUNITY GENERAL HOSPITAL 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Parma Community General 
Hospital. In June 2011, Parma Community 
General Hospital will be celebrating 50 years 
of service. Their mission has been to provide 
excellent, personalized care incorporating their 
core values of integrity, community partner-
ship, commitment and stewardship, collabora-
tion and teamwork and individual growth and 
development. 

In August 1961 the hospital was founded. 
Within a few years it was fully accredited and 
joined the Cleveland Hospital Council. Parma 
Community General Hospital is a successful, 
not-for-profit, community hospital. It is a state- 
of-the-art facility in a close-to-home, friendly, 
community setting. 

The hospital has grown extensively, adding 
floors and new Intensive Care and Coronary 
Care units in the 1970s and several medical 
office buildings in the 1980s and 1990s. In 
1982 the hospital expanded health education 
programs by opening the Health Education 
Center. In the 1990s they added the 
ElderCenter Adult Day Care which was de-
signed as an alternative to nursing homes and 
a Child Care Center for hospital employees 
and the public. It has an award-winning Home 
Health Care program, and an EMS Education 
Program that has endeavored to meet the re-
gion’s safety needs for the past 25 years. 

In the 1990s, Parma Hospital grew further, 
adding the Pain Center, expanding the inpa-
tient Acute Rehabilitation Center, modernizing 
the Small Wonders Maternity Center and add-
ing the Behavioral Center for Older Adults, a 
geriatric psychiatric unit. Parma Hospital won 
its first of numerous awards for excellence in 
orthopedics the year before the 1999 opening 
of The Heart Center, a cardiovascular inten-
sive care unit that would garner its own array 
of awards, including the 100 Top Hospitals for 
Cardiovascular Care more than once and the 
fastest heart attack care in the region through-
out the Code STEMI program. 

The past decade brought the addition of 
outpatient oncology care in a community set-
ting and the opening of Residential Seasons 
of Life Hospice on Pleasant Valley Lake. 
Parma Hospital also enlarged its Emergency 
Department, adding an innovative Doc at the 
Door program for efficient triage, and built a 
new Intensive Care Unit. Outpatient radiology 
services were brought to both Ridge Park 
Square in Brooklyn and WellPointe Pavilion, 
offering outpatient services. Other specialized 
patient care areas include: physical, occupa-
tional, speech and respiratory therapies, lab-
oratory and radiology, the Bariatric Center, in-
patient and outpatient care and surgery, inpa-
tient care floors including oncology, medical 
and surgical, inpatient rehabilitation unit, dia-
betic counseling and sports medicine. 

In 2010 Parma Community General Hospital 
President and CEO Terrence G. Deis was 
named to the list of top Hospital and 
Healthcare Industry Leaders to Know. Mr. 
Deis is proud that the hospital, with nearly 
2,000 employees, has flourished as a commu-
nity partner and credits the hard work and in-
tegrity of the employees, management and 
medical staff with the success of Parma Com-
munity General Hospital. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in recognition of Parma Community General 
Hospital’s 50th anniversary and in honor of 
those past and present whose unwavering 
dedicated service will be the legacy of Parma 
Community General Hospital. 

f 

COMMENTS ON H.R. 3, NO 
TAXPAYER FUNDING ABORTION 

HON. MAXINE WATERS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong opposition to H.R. 3, the No Taxpayer 
Funding Abortion bill. This bill prevents women 
who have private insurance plans from receiv-
ing comprehensive sexual health coverage 
even in cases when their health is in danger. 

It is extremely clear that Republicans are 
waging a war against women’s rights by push-
ing a radical agenda that will primarily hurt 
poor and low-income women. An agenda like 
this only further proves that the Republicans 
are not interested in jobs and repairing our 
economy but instead more interested in divi-
sive social issues that will not move this econ-
omy forward. 

Women and families need affordable and 
accessible health care more than ever before. 
This blatant assault on women’s health needs 
to stop. As elected officials, it is our duty to 
ensure that all rights, including women’s 
rights, are not violated through policies that 
only further limit access. We have to stand up 
and fight for the preservation of the rights for 
all women by defeating this bill. 

QUICK FACTS FROM ACLU 
Who does H.R. 3 penalize? Bearing in mind 

the rationale underlying the tax code’s 
treatment of medical expenses, as described 
above, a close examination of the Smith 
bill’s tax provisions reveals that it serves to 
punish certain segments of the population. 

Women: It should go without saying that 
the effects of the Smith bill will dispropor-
tionately fall on women, as women are the 
ones who are most likely to spend funds on 
abortion procedures. However, the Smith bill 
does not punish women exclusively. Many 
men purchase insurance policies that cover 
their spouses and dependents, and many use 
the funds considered in the Smith bill to pay 
expenses for abortion procedures for their 
spouses and dependents. 

Low and middle-income people: The Smith 
bill would penalize low- and middle-income 
taxpayers. As described below, taxpayers 
who would be entitled to a subsidy for insur-
ance purchased on an exchange would not be 
eligible for such a subsidy if the insurance 
plan offered on the exchange included cov-
erage for abortion procedures. Thus, while 
wealthier taxpayers whose employers pro-
vide insurance premium subsidies would 
likely suffer no penalty to enroll in a plan 
that includes coverage for abortion proce-
dures, taxpayers who must buy insurance on 
an exchange would lose a significant subsidy, 
and in all likelihood be effectively precluded 
from obtaining insurance with coverage for 
abortion procedures. 

Small businesses: The Affordable Care Act 
provides for a tax credit for small businesses 
(businesses with 25 or fewer full-time em-
ployees) to encourage the provision of health 
insurance for their employees. The Smith 
bill’s provisions would deny small businesses 
this tax credit if they were to offer insurance 
policies that covered abortion procedures. In 
all likelihood, this would have the effect of 
eliminating coverage for abortion for em-
ployees of small businesses. 

Tax-Exempt Organizations: As described 
below, tax-exempt organizations are also eli-
gible to receive the small business credit for 
the provision of health insurance (the credit 
is taken against employment tax payments). 
At a time when individuals are scaling back 
on charitable giving, small charities that 
would be eligible for the small business tax 
credit can use all the help they can get. The 
Smith bill would deny these organizations a 
crucial tax incentive, without which many of 
these charities would not likely be able to 
bear the cost of providing health insurance 
to their employees. Such a crucial incentive 
should not be dependent upon whether the 
organization provides insurance coverage 
that covers abortion procedures. 

H.R. 3 rewrites long-standing tax laws and 
policies to impose a new penalty on millions 
of Americans (Section 303): H.R. 3 rewrites 
long-standing tax laws to penalize a single, 
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legal, medical procedure: abortion. It would 
end certain preferential tax treatment for 
medical expenses and insurance premiums 
where abortion is involved. 

Specifically, under the bill: Individuals eli-
gible for the health coverage tax credit or 
who receive benefits from the Pension Ben-
efit Guarantee Corporation would not re-
ceive a credit on the premiums paid for in-
surance that covered abortion; small busi-
ness employers who make a qualified non-
elective contribution to purchase a health 
insurance plan that includes coverage for 
abortion would not receive a small business 
tax credit provided under the health care 
law; individuals could no longer claim the 
itemized deduction for unreimbursed medical 
expenses that exceed 7.5% of their adjusted 
gross income; individuals who make tax de-
ductible contributions to a health savings 
account (HSA) would be required to include 
in income any amounts paid out of an HSA 
when those proceeds are used for expenses re-
lating to an abortion; any individual who 
uses funds from a health Flexible Spending 
Arrangement (FSA) for an abortion would 
now be required to include those funds in 
their gross income for the taxable year; 
amounts distributed to an employee from a 
Health Reimbursement Arrangements (HRA) 
account for purposes of reimbursing the em-
ployee for funds spent for abortion would be 
included in the employee’s taxable income; 

f 

IN HONOR OF MR. MICHAEL 
CATANZARITE 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Mr. Michael Catanzarite, a prominent 
businessman, community leader, and a proud 
father. Mr. Catanzarite is being honored as a 
2011 Father of the Year nominee by the Fa-
ther’s Day Council of Northeastern Ohio and 
the American Diabetes Association. 

Mike Catan is a successful businessman, 
born and raised in northeast Ohio. His father, 
Pat Catan, was an entrepreneur who began 
both the Darice craft products company and a 
chain of Pat Catan’s craft stores. Mike has fol-
lowed in his father’s footsteps and serves as 
Co-Chief Executive Officer of Darice Inc. 

Mr. Catan has also been an active commu-
nity leader. In 2002, when he found out that 
Strongsville High School’s athletic field had 
fallen into disrepair, he spearheaded efforts to 
raise money to build a brand new stadium. Pat 
Catan Stadium opened only 83 days after 
ground was broken, and the facility is a boon 
to the community. Mr. Catan has also been 
known for his volunteer work; in 2009, he led 
a team including family and friends in building 
a new home for a Strongsville family whose 
two young daughters had been diagnosed with 
a very rare genetic condition. Mike Catan, 
along with many other volunteers and donors, 
worked to create a home that would meet the 
life-long needs of the two young girls. These 
are only a few examples of Mr. Catan’s com-
mitment to improving the community. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in recognizing Mr. Michael Catan, whose chil-
dren nominated him 2011 Father of the Year. 
His dedication to improving the community for 
his children and all citizens of northeast Ohio 
is awe-inspiring. I wish Mike Catan the best in 
all of his future endeavors. 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF CITY OF LAS VEGAS COUN-
CILMAN GARY REESE 

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, today I urge 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing the 
achievements of the mayor Pro Tem of the 
City of Las Vegas, Nevada, Gary Reese. 

Gary Reese was first elected to the Las 
Vegas City Council representing Ward 3 on 
June 6, 1995, and is currently serving his 
fourth term. Councilman Reese was appointed 
Mayor Pro Tem on November 16, 2000. 

Councilman Reese has accomplished many 
things for the City of Las Vegas. From 1995– 
2011, Councilman Reese facilitated 19 com-
munity and recreational centers, 10 transpor-
tation projects, eight fire stations, eight expan-
sion and beautification projects, the Fremont 
Street Experience, Neon Sign Museum, a 
water reclamation center, and a police area 
command station. 

As the owner of the Plaza Barber Shop and 
former chairman of the Las Vegas Planning 
Commission, Gary Reese is a well-known fig-
ure in the Las Vegas community. Prior to es-
tablishing the Plaza Barber Shop, which has 
been in operation since 1963, Councilman 
Reese worked at the Nevada Test Site. 

Councilman Reese currently serves as a 
vice chairman on the Las Vegas Metropolitan 
Police Department’s Committee on Fiscal Af-
fairs. He is also a member of the Las Vegas 
Centennial Board of Directors and Executive 
Committee and was recently appointed to the 
board of the Las Vegas Convention and Visi-
tors Authority. He has also served on the 
Southern Nevada Health District Board for 
more than 13 years. 

In addition to his work on the Planning 
Commission, Councilman Reese has served 
on the City’s Board of Zoning Adjustment, 
Southern Nevada Enterprise Consortium and 
the Real Estate and Recommending Commit-
tees. His concern for citizen interest is mani-
fested through his past involvement with the 
City’s Citizens Advisory Committee on Down-
town Development and the Senior Citizens 
Advisory Board. Councilman Reese has also 
served as a member of the City’s Liquor/Tav-
ern License Committee and the Economic Op-
portunity Board of Clark County. 

As the Representative for Nevada’s First 
Congressional District, it gives me immense 
pride to recognize the accomplishments of 
Councilman Gary Reese. 

f 

IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF 
JOHN MICHAEL KICK 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and remembrance of Officer John Mi-
chael Kick, the first Cleveland police officer to 
lose his life in the line of duty. 

Officer Kick was a lifelong Clevelander of 
German descent. He joined the Cleveland Po-
lice Department upon its formation in 1866. 

His colleagues described Officer Kick as a 
‘‘quiet, faithful, brave and fearless officer.’’ 

On the night of May 13th, 1875, Officer Kick 
accompanied his fellow officers as they inves-
tigated a suspicious group who were thought 
to be behind several robberies that occurred in 
Cleveland. Officer Kick located the perpetra-
tors and began to follow them, along with 
some fellow police officers and eventually 
tracked them down. The officers were out-
numbered three to six, yet they continued on 
with their duties. 

Officer Kick and his fellow colleagues con-
fronted the suspects, inquiring about their 
names and occupations. After a loud shouting 
match, the group of criminals quickly drew 
their revolvers and began to open fire. The of-
ficers, including Officer Kick, drew their weap-
ons and returned fire. During the crossfire, 
one round shot by the criminals struck Officer 
Kick in the chest and wounded him. Doctors 
attempted to save his life, to no avail. On May 
15th, Officer Kick passed away. He left every-
thing he owned to his mother, his wife and his 
three children. 

Officer Kick will be remembered by the 
Cleveland community and the Nation. His 
name is inscribed on the National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial Wall in Wash-
ington, DC. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in remembering the sacrifice that Officer John 
Kick made to ensure that Cleveland would re-
main a safe city. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to state that had I been present on June 13, 
2011, for the vote series, I would have voted 
against the LaTourette and Sherman amend-
ments and voted for the Amash amendment 
as well as the Veterans’ Affairs Title. I was un-
able to be in Washington for the votes as I 
was attending the visitation service of a close 
family friend. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. STEVE 
CHARLES POPOVICH 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Mr. Steve Popovich, a man of 
immense generosity, endless energy and a 
lifelong passion for music. This passion led 
him to play a vital role in launching the ca-
reers of The Jacksons, Michael Jackson, 
Santana, Bruce Springsteen, Mac Davis, Paul 
Simon, Engelbert Humperdinck, Tom Jones, 
Boston, Ted Nugent, Cheap Trick, Frankie 
Yankovic and Meat Loaf. 

Mr. Popovich, who was born on July 6, 
1942 in Nemacolin, Pennsylvania, moved to 
Cleveland, Ohio as a teenager. While he was 
considered a music-industry insider, he also 
continually reached beyond the mainstream to 
promote the music and musicians he knew 
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had great promise, even when others chose to 
ignore them. He founded his own label, Cleve-
land International Records, which promoted 
one of the industry’s biggest selling albums, 
Bat Out of Hell by Meat Loaf. The album was 
released in 1977 and remains the fifth best 
selling album worldwide. 

Mr. Popovich has been described by his col-
leagues and those who knew him best as ‘‘a 
man with a big heart,’’ ‘‘ a kind and generous 
man who was a mentor to so many,’’ ‘‘ a man 
who would literally give you the shirt off his 
back,’’ ‘‘ a man with a rare enthusiasm that 
made things happen’’ and a man whose pass-
ing ‘‘marks the end of an era.’’ 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in recognition of Mr. Steve Popovich, a man 
who spent a lifetime giving of himself, leaving 
behind a legacy of music that will be enjoyed 
for years to come and many, many friends 
who will miss his energy and creative enthu-
siasm. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 2010 FAIRFAX 
COUNTY FEDERATION OF CITI-
ZENS’ ASSOCIATION AWARD RE-
CIPIENTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize the honorees of the Fairfax 
County Federation of Citizens’ Association 
Awards Banquet. 

The Fairfax County Federation of Citizens’ 
Associations is a coalition of civic and home-
owners associations from throughout Fairfax 
County. Through the Federation, individual 
communities can join with other associations 
to ensure that their voices are heard and that 
their communities stay strong. Each year, the 
Federation honors a select few individuals for 
extraordinary contributions to the community 
that have resulted in tangible improvements in 
our neighborhoods, schools, businesses and 
local government. This is the 61st Annual 
Awards Banquet, and this year’s honorees 
have each dedicated years of service to the 
residents and communities of Fairfax County. 

It is my pleasure to recognize the following 
individuals for their service to the community: 

2010 Citizen of the Year: Mollie Morrison- 
Loeffler for her efforts in the revitalization of 
Parklawn and the surrounding communities in 
the Mason District. 

2010 Citation of Merit: Dr. Charles Dane for 
his long history of public and community serv-
ice, especially in the area of public education 

2010 Special Gratitude Award: Anthony H. 
Griffin for his visionary leadership which has 
resulted in Fairfax County being named ‘‘one 
of the best managed jurisdictions in America’’ 

2010 Special Gratitude Award: William D. 
Lecos for his innovative approach in the areas 
of public-private partnerships and promotion of 
economic competitiveness and sustainability 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking these individuals and in congratu-
lating them on being honored by the Fairfax 
County Federation of Citizens’ Associations. 
Civic engagement defines a community, and it 
is thanks to these individuals that Fairfax 
County residents enjoy such an excellent qual-
ity of life. The contributions and leadership of 

these honorees have been a great benefit to 
our community and truly merit our highest 
praise. 

f 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND 
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 2, 2011 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2055) making ap-
propriations for military construction, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2012, and for other purposes: 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Chair, I rise in opposi-
tion to the amendment to the Military Con-
struction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act that exempts various 
agencies from Section 526 of the Energy Inde-
pendence and Security Act, a critical provision 
for our national security. 

This exemption will derail the government’s 
efforts to strengthen national security through 
greenhouse gas reduction. Furthermore, many 
senior defense leaders do not want such pro-
visions. During recent testimony before Energy 
& Commerce, Navy Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary Tom Hicks stated the Defense Depart-
ment was comfortable with Section 526 and 
that the provision was an effective policy tool. 
Furthermore, it is important to note Section 
526 actually supports the development of al-
ternative domestic fuels; a point that many 
critics of this provision do not fully understand 
or articulate in their arguments against it. 

Allowing this amendment to become law will 
ultimately endanger our national security. I 
hope my colleagues can work together to 
reach a compromise to strengthen this energy 
security provision as this bill moves through 
the legislative process. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 30 YEAR ANNI-
VERSARY OF SHELTER HOUSE 
AND THE RECIPIENTS OF THE 
2011 SHELTER HOUSE, INC. VOL-
UNTEER AWARDS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize the 30th Anniversary of Shel-
ter House, Inc., (Shelter House) and to con-
gratulate the recipients of the 2011 volunteer 
awards. 

Shelter House is a community-based, non- 
profit organization founded 1981 by several 
ecumenical groups, which came together to 
better serve low-income individuals and fami-
lies. The mission of Shelter House is to break 
the cycle of homelessness for families and vic-
tims of domestic violence in Fairfax County by 
providing crisis intervention, temporary hous-
ing, and supportive services to promote self 
sufficiency. 

Shelter House operates three shelters: The 
Katherine K. Hanley and the Patrick Henry 
family shelters, which provide temporary hous-
ing for families in our community who find 
themselves homeless, and Artemis House, 
which provides temporary housing for victims 
of domestic violence. Shelter House also of-
fers transitional housing services and ongoing 
supportive services for those who have en-
tered permanent housing. 

Volunteers and community partners are the 
cornerstone of this organization. These rela-
tionships are critical assets to Shelter House 
and a leading cause for its successes. Each 
year, Shelter House honors those volunteers 
and partners who have demonstrated excep-
tional dedication and commitment to ending 
homelessness. 

The following individuals are being recog-
nized with 2011 Shelter House, Inc. Volunteer 
Awards: 

Ending Homelessness Award: Nicole Larese 
of the Junior League of Northern Virginia, 

Friend of Shelter House Kids Award: The 
Reading Connection, 

Faith Community Award: Emmaus United 
Church of Christ, 

Youth Volunteer Award: Jessica Woolson, 
Unsung Hero Award: Erica Stewart, 
Special Event Volunteer Award: Sarah 

Bock. 
The following individuals and organizations 

are being recognized as 2011 Community 
Champions: 

Annandale Christian Community for Action 
(ACCA); AKA Phi Nu Omega Chapter; Balfour 
Beatty Construction; Capital One; Fairfax 
County Board of Supervisors; Donna Fleming; 
Freddie Mac Foundation; Great Falls Women’s 
Club; The Honorable Kate Hanley; Verdia 
Haywood; HomeAid NoVA; Junior League of 
Northern Virginia; Old Dominion Cotillion; 
Sidley Austin LLP; and, Versivo. 

The outstanding efforts of the above-men-
tioned individuals and organizations merit spe-
cial recognition, but one must acknowledge 
the impact of all Shelter House volunteers who 
work to provide secure and structured environ-
ments for families in need. These volunteers 
and community partners make Shelter House 
one of the most effective organizations in the 
battle to end homelessness by empowering 
families to reach their full potential. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking Shelter House, Inc. for thirty years 
of service in the battle to end homelessness 
and also in expressing our sincere apprecia-
tion to all of the volunteers and community 
partners for their selfless dedication to this 
worthy cause. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I was not 
present during the rollcall vote No. 413–416, 
on June 13, 2011. On rollcall vote No. 413 I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’; on rollcall vote No. 
414 I would have voted ‘‘no’’; on rollcall vote 
No. 415 I would have voted ‘‘no’’; on rollcall 
vote No. 416 I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 
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PRINCE WILLIAM NAACP ‘‘SALUTE 

TO VETERANS’’ 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the Prince William 
County Chapter of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 
and its 2011 ‘‘Salute to Veterans’’ Freedom 
Fund Banquet. U.S. Army Major General (Re-
tired) Robert C. Gaskill and U.S. Marine Corps 
Master Gunnery Sergeant (Retired) John W. 
Jones Jr. will receive special recognition at the 
banquet for their service to our nation. 

The NAACP was established in 1909 to 
eliminate racial prejudice and remove barriers 
of racial discrimination that prevent equal op-
portunity for all members of society. The 
Prince William County Chapter seeks to imple-
ment outreach initiatives, educational pro-
grams and victim services that address issues 
of discrimination in the local community. The 
local chapter hosts an annual Freedom Fund 
Banquet to raise funds to support the chap-
ter’s activities. This year, the program will 
honor veterans of the United States armed 
forces. 

It is my honor to join the Prince William 
County Chapter of the NAACP in giving spe-
cial recognition to two veterans and residents 
of Prince William County, Major General 
Gaskill and Master Gunnery Sergeant Jones. 

General Gaskill was born in Yonkers, N.Y., 
on April 12, 1931, to John and Armania 
Gaskill. The Gaskill family later moved to Ar-
lington, Va. General Gaskill completed Re-
serve Officer Training as a Distinguished Mili-
tary Graduate, and received a bachelor of 
science in business administration from How-
ard University in 1952. He was commissioned 
into one of the last all-black battalions in the 
United States Army. General Gaskill had a 
distinguished and decorated career in the 
Army before his retirement in 1981, to which 
he credits the support of his late wife Erotida 
Gaskill. General Gaskill is a Life Member of 
the NAACP, member of Unity in the Commu-
nity, and an elder at his church. 

Sergeant Jones was born in Memphis, 
Tenn., on September 3, 1930, to Mattie and 
John W. Jones, Sr. Sergeant Jones’ mother 
passed away when he was nine, and he was 
raised by Laura Belle Jones, his father’s sec-
ond wife. In 1956, Sergeant Jones joined the 
United State Marine Corps. While in the Ma-
rine Corps, Sergeant Jones went to night 
school to complete his high school degree and 
enrolled in college courses. His service in the 
Corps included tours in the 1958 Lebanon Cri-
sis and the Vietnam War. Sergeant Jones is 
married to the former Anne Tankins of 
Quantico. He is active in the NAACP and vol-
unteers in his church, First Mount Zion Baptist 
Church, where he serves as Deacon Emeritus 
and sings in the choir. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in recognizing the Prince William County 
Chapter of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People (NAACP) and 
its 2011 ‘‘Salute to Veterans’’ Freedom Fund 
Banquet. I extend my personal appreciation to 
Major General U.S.A (Retired) Robert C. 
Gaskill and Master Gunnery Sergeant 
U.S.M.C. (Retired) John W. Jones, Jr. for their 
service and sacrifice on behalf of our country. 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF THE SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
UNIVERSITY FLYING TEAM 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge the exceptional accomplishments 
of the Flying Salukis, the flying team at South-
ern Illinois University in Carbondale, Illinois. 
Under the direction of Coach Nathan Lincoln, 
on May 21, 2011, the Flying Salukis won the 
2011 National Intercollegiate Flying Associa-
tion championship, concluding a weeklong 
competition at the Ohio State University Air-
port. The Flying Salukis edged out 26 teams 
from across the Nation to capture the cham-
pionship title, which is the eighth in the history 
of Southern Illinois University’s aviation pro-
gram, and the first since 1985. 

With 10 team members scoring a total of 
414 points, the Flying Salukis won the title by 
nine points over the University of North Da-
kota, a two-time defending champion. The 
team placed in all 11 events, demonstrating a 
very well-rounded lineup in both flight and 
ground events at the competition. Michael 
Carroll, from Normal, Ill., and one of three 
team captains, gave a truly exceptional per-
formance, scoring 121 points to become the 
top-scoring pilot in the Nation and finishing 
second for the national top pilot award. 

In addition, the team won three individual ti-
tles. Taylor Bream, from Lake Villa, Ill., won 
the short-field approach and landing; Ryan 
Veldman, from Lexington, Ky., won the power- 
off landing event; and co-captain Daniel Har-
rington, from Monee, Ill., won the SCAN title. 
Other team members who scored in events 
were Scott Blair, from Bloomington, Ill.; David 
Brown, from Chicago, Ill.; Ryan Buttney, from 
Lemont, Ill.; Daniel McMahon, from Edina, 
Mo.; Joshua Mech, from Sheboygan, Wis.; 
and Samuel Oas, from Villa Park, Ill. 

Additional members of the Flying Salukis for 
the 2011 spring semester include: Courtney 
Copping, from St. Charles, Ill.; Kyle Hayes, 
from Bourbonnais, Ill.; Justin Lopez, also from 
Bourbonnais; Michael Szemplinski, from Ge-
neva, Ill.; and George ‘‘Rusty’’ Wharton, III, 
from Goodfield. 

I also want to recognize the Flying Salukis’ 
assistant coaches: senior lecturer Bryan Har-
rison, assistant instructors Jeffrey Jaynes, 
Kevin Krongos and Sabrina Zwego, and also 
Kim Carter, a senior lecturer and academic 
adviser. In addition to teaching as faculty 
members in the aviation flight program, these 
individuals dedicate a great deal of time after 
classes to assist Coach Lincoln and the team 
members, and we appreciate their hard work. 

Mr. Speaker, Southern Illinois University has 
a proud tradition in teaching, research and 
public service, and it is also very well known 
for its nationally competitive athletic and extra-
curricular teams. The Flying Salukis have 
once again demonstrated exactly why this uni-
versity’s aviation program continually ranks as 
one of the best in the nation. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating the Flying 
Salukis and their coaches, as well as the fac-
ulty and students at Southern Illinois Univer-
sity for their continuing commitment to excel-
lence. 

RECOGNIZING RECIPIENTS OF THE 
2011 BEAT THE ODDS AWARDS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the recipients of the 
2011 Beat the Odds Awards. These awards 
are sponsored by the Prince William County 
Bar Foundation and are presented to extraor-
dinary youth who have exhibited exceptional 
determination to overcome adversity and lead 
full, productive lives. 

The narrative of these awards is truly com-
pelling; to qualify for a Beat the Odds award, 
a youth must have come into contact with the 
juvenile justice system. Despite this potential 
obstacle, Beat the Odds Award recipients 
have overcome abuse, neglect or juvenile de-
linquency with an earnest effort to realize a 
successful future. 

It is my great honor to commend the fol-
lowing individuals who have risen above sub-
stantial negative influences and are now being 
recognized as community success stories: 

Recipients of the 2010 Beat the Odds Phoe-
nix Award: Victoria Rose, Jacob Whitfield, 
Martha Vasquez-Quintanilla, Benjamin Dinarte, 
Eduardo Silva Ostos, Shahnewaz Bhuiyan, 
Mark Johnson, Jr., and Curtis Moore, Jr. 

Recipients of the 2010 Beat the Odds 
Scholarship Award: Mariam Sankoh, Vanessa 
Monserrat Rodriguez, Tanya Donangmaye, 
Anthony Harris, Taylor Katherine Peevy, Indi-
ana Sommer Anderson, Kelly Renee Teboe, 
Jennifer Salas, Maria Sisson, and Caleb Dan-
iel Foster. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating these young people for the 
positive example they set for their peers. Our 
community sends a powerful message to our 
youth when we encourage them to triumph 
over setbacks and to gain strength from hard-
ship. Beat the Odds scholarships totaling more 
than $100,000 from the Prince William Bar 
Foundation are a resounding endorsement of 
that message, and I thank the Foundation for 
its dedication and generosity to youth in our 
community. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN SULLIVAN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to state 
for the record that I intended to vote ‘‘aye’’ on 
rollcall vote 414 to H.R. 2055 taken on June 
13, 2011. The CONGRESSIONAL RECORD cur-
rently lists me as a ‘‘nay’’ vote on this meas-
ure. I firmly support the prohibition on Davis- 
Bacon prevailing wage requirements for con-
struction projects funded by the Military Con-
struction and Veterans Affairs Appropriations 
Act because this dated policy inflates the cost 
of construction and restricts competition that 
could save taxpayers billions. 
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COMMENDING THE HUNTERDON 

CENTRAL SOFTBALL TEAM ON 
THEIR CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON 

HON. LEONARD LANCE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Hunterdon Central Regional 
High School’s Softball Team on its outstanding 
victory this past weekend in the New Jersey 
State Interscholastic Athletic Association’s 
Blue Ribbon Awards Group 4 Championship. 
Hunterdon Central had previously been given 
the state ranking of fourth by the Newark Star 
Ledger and earned this title after compiling an 
astounding 31–2 record for the season. 
Hunterdon Central had previously won the 
Group 4 championship in 1999. Hunterdon 
Central prides itself on fundamentals and exe-
cution and the team’s skills and experience 
demonstrate a mastery of the sport. The hard 
work of the Lady Red Devils shows determina-
tion and teamwork. 

I also congratulate Hunterdon Central coach 
Pete Fick who has now achieved a career 
record of 699–227–1. 

I commend the entire team on its hard work 
and congratulate all of the players on their 
stellar season and well deserved champion-
ship. 

I am also pleased to praise the team’s ac-
complishments with my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives and with the Amer-
ican people. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE PRINCE WIL-
LIAM CLEAN COMMUNITY COUN-
CIL AND ITS 2010 VOLUNTEER OF 
THE YEAR 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize the Prince William Clean 
Community Council (PWCCC) and its 2010 
Volunteer of the Year, Walter Skaja. With the 
help of dedicated volunteers like Mr. Skaja, 
the Council works to eliminate litter and graffiti 
in our Prince William neighborhoods and com-
mercial centers. 

The idea of forming an organization in 
Prince William County aimed at addressing 
environmental issues was conceived in 1982 
during a spring cleanup effort led by a group 
of concerned local citizens. These individuals, 
who later became the founding members of 
PWCCC, immediately recognized the impor-
tance of litter prevention education as a way 
to long-term environmental cleanliness. In 
1986, the Prince William County Litter Control 
Council was born. The organization later came 
to be known as the Clean Community Council 
and became an affiliate of Keep America 
Beautiful, a nationwide non-profit that uses 
education and hands-on stewardship to advo-
cate litter control, waste reduction, and com-
munity beautification. 

The Council’s litter prevention and graffiti 
abatement efforts have not gone unnoticed. 
The Council’s accolades include a 1994 Gov-
ernors Award for Volunteering Excellence. The 

Council was a 2000 Virginia Stewardship 
Award Winner in the Communication/Edu-
cation Category and received the Prince Wil-
liam County 2001 Partners for the Potomac 
Environmental Patron Award, 2000 and 2002 
Keep America Beautiful National Awards and 
a 2008 Keep America Beautiful President’s 
Circle Recognition Award. 

The Council’s volunteers always have been 
essential to its success and the Volunteer of 
the Year Award is a way to recognize their in-
valuable support. 

The 2010 recipient, Walter Skaja, has been 
a volunteer with PWCCC since 2009. He start-
ed working with PWCCC through its Adopt-A- 
Spot program, where volunteers adopt an area 
of Prince William County and agree to remove 
litter and debris throughout the year. Shortly 
after adopting two neighborhood parks, Walter 
also adopted Cedar Point Elementary School. 
In the past two years, Walter has not been 
alone in his work for a clean environment. He 
has had help from Cub Scout Pack 1384. Wal-
ter routinely has 100 or more scouts to help 
him with his beautification efforts. They have 
transformed Cedar Point Elementary School 
with landscaping improvements that have in-
cluded mulching and planting trees, shrubs 
and flowers. In addition to his volunteer work 
with the Adopt-A-Spot and Adopt-A-School 
programs, Walter spent time during the major 
snow storms in 2009 and 2010 removing snow 
from fire hydrants and clearing snow at Cedar 
Point Elementary School. His tireless efforts 
helped students, parents, and staff make it to 
school safely. 

Mr. Speaker, we create safer, cleaner 
neighborhoods when residents take ownership 
for their communities. The Clean Community 
Council asks Prince William residents to take 
pride in their county. I ask my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing the successes of the 
Prince William Clean Community Council as 
well as in congratulating Walter Skaja on 
being named the recipient of the 2010 Prince 
William Clean Community Council Volunteer of 
the Year Award. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
DR. NANCY GRASMICK, SUPER-
INTENDENT OF MARYLAND PUB-
LIC SCHOOLS 

HON. JOHN P. SARBANES 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Dr. Nancy Grasmick for her 
years of outstanding service to the people of 
Maryland, including her twenty year leadership 
role as Superintendent of Maryland public 
schools, the longest serving appointed school 
chief in the United States. Dr. Grasmick began 
her career as a teacher of deaf children at 
William S. Baer School in Baltimore City. In 
her years as an educator in Maryland public 
schools, Dr. Grasmick has served as a re-
source teacher, principal, supervisor, assistant 
superintendent, and associate superintendent 
in Baltimore County. In 1989, Dr. Grasmick 
was appointed by Governor William Donald 
Schaefer to act as the Special Secretary for 
Children, Youth, and Families and in 1991, the 
Maryland State Board of Education appointed 
her to be the first female Maryland State Su-

perintendent of Schools. All of these achieve-
ments are the culmination of many years of 
hard work, strong dedication, and commitment 
to the people of Maryland. This commitment 
has been recognized many times over through 
many awards, including her induction into the 
Maryland Women’s Hall of Fame in 2004. 

Dr. Nancy Grasmick has been known for 
her emphasis on student achievement, teach-
er quality, parental involvement, and early 
childhood education. Under her leadership, 
Maryland has been recognized for its achieve-
ments in education, having been named as 
‘‘the most consistently high performing state’’ 
by Education Week. Dr. Grasmick has made 
an enormous impact on Maryland public 
schools and has changed the lives of count-
less families in the State of Maryland and be-
yond. 

I was my special privilege to work with Dr. 
Grasmick for seven years as liaison to the 
Baltimore City Public Schools. I saw firsthand 
the amazing work of a leader motivated by 
compassion and a burning determination to 
give every child the chance to succeed. Dr. 
Grasmick’s commitment to excellence is 
unrivaled. She is relentless in demanding the 
very best of those around her, while always 
offering the kind word and gesture. In that way 
and so many others, she is a natural born 
leader. I could not have had a better mentor 
or friend. My congratulations to Dr. Grasmick 
on a brilliant career. We look forward to her 
continued contributions to the State of Mary-
land and to our nation. 

f 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND 
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MAXINE WATERS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 2, 2011 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2055) making ap-
propriations for military construction, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2012, and for other purposes: 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Chair, I want to thank 
Chairman CULBERSON and Ranking Member 
BISHOP for agreeing to offer my amendment 
en bloc to H.R. 2055—Military Construction 
and Veterans Affairs and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act. My amendment simply re-
moves funding from the VA Medical Support 
and Compliance Account and replaces it back 
in the very same account. My intent in doing 
this is to highlight an issue for my colleagues 
and for the Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA). 

I believe that the VA needs to comprehen-
sively examine its wait times for processing re-
quests for mental health services from vet-
erans and that the VA should submit a report 
to Congress no later than January 1 of 2012 
on changes they intend to make to ensure that 
veterans needing mental health services re-
ceive those services in a timely and effica-
cious manner. 

Veterans in my district often wait years for 
a resolution of their cases with the VA. My of-
fice works closely with veterans, assisting 
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many of them in expediting their requests for 
the benefits to which they are entitled, includ-
ing mental health benefits. Unfortunately, 
many of these veterans still wait years for a 
resolution of their cases. This is simply unac-
ceptable. These men and women have sac-
rificed their health, well-being, and, in some 
cases, their livelihoods, for this country. 

The excessively long wait times at the VA 
are unjust and un-American. The wait times 
for veterans who are suicidal or suffering from 
mental health illnesses, including Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and Traumatic 
Brain Injury (TBI), are especially troubling. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to support 
timely mental health services for our veterans 
by voting ‘‘yes’’ on this amendment. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF CITY OF LAS VEGAS MAYOR 
OSCAR GOODMAN 

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, today I urge 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing the 
achievements of the Mayor of the City of Las 
Vegas, Nevada, Oscar Goodman. 

Mayor Goodman has worked tirelessly for 
the City of Las Vegas. From 1999 to 2011, the 
Mayor facilitated 19 community and rec-
reational centers, eight transportation projects, 
eight fire stations, seven expansion and beau-
tification projects, a water reclamation center, 
and a police area command station. 

Mayor Goodman has been responsible for 
many great accomplishments in the heart of 
downtown. As Mayor, he was successful in 
acquiring a large piece of urban real estate in 
the City without resorting to eminent domain. 
Symphony Park will include the Lou Ruvo 
Brain Institute, Performing Arts Center, busi-
ness, medical, and retail opportunities. 

Mayor Goodman also managed to acquire a 
historic downtown post office from the General 
Services Administration. The building is being 
converted to a state-of-the-art museum cap-
turing the excitement and notoriety of the his-
tory of Las Vegas. Also in the center of Las 
Vegas, an intellectual marketplace is being de-
signed and will be home to the University of 
Nevada Las Vegas’ (UNLV) School of Archi-
tecture, UNLV Modern Letters Program, and 
the Nevada School of the Arts. 

Mayor Goodman serves as the Chairman of 
the Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Au-
thority and works non-stop to raise support for 
cultural programs and charities of Las Vegas. 

Oscar Goodman first ran for Mayor of Las 
Vegas in 1999. By his third reelection bid in 
April 2007, Mayor Goodman captured 84 per-
cent of the vote. 

As the Congresswoman for the people of 
Las Vegas, it gives me great pleasure to rec-
ognize the achievements of the self-pro-
claimed ‘‘Happiest Mayor in the Universe,’’ 
Mayor Oscar Goodman. 

COMMENDING THE GRADUATES OF 
ROBINSON SECONDARY SCHOOL 
ON THEIR ENLISTMENT IN THE 
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize nine graduating seniors in 
my community for their record of academic 
and athletic accomplishment and their admi-
rable decision to enlist in the United States 
Armed Forces. 

With graduation season upon us, thousands 
of young people in my community, and mil-
lions across the nation, are preparing for the 
next chapter in their lives. Some will pursue 
higher education or vocational training, others 
will seek to enter the workforce immediately, 
and many will answer the call to serve their 
community and their country. 

I join with their families and friends in con-
gratulating and commending the following 
Robinson Secondary School graduates on 
their enlistment: 

United States Marines: Philipp Zinser, Dan-
iel Kellam, Sam Lausier, Ji Jong Lee, Won 
Gyu Lee and Junsuk Choi 

United States Navy: David Maeng 
United States Air Force: Jade Vitali and 

Kevin Haas 
At a time of great uncertainty both at home 

and abroad, these young people have stepped 
forward to follow in a long line of distinguished 
Virginians who selflessly volunteered to de-
fend our nation and its ideals. In fact, these 
graduates hail from a school named for Sgt. 
James W. Robinson Jr., who was the first Vir-
ginian to receive the Medal of Honor for con-
spicuous gallantry and heroism during the 
Vietnam War. Sgt. Robinson’s accomplish-
ments continue to serve as a model for char-
acter and leadership not only for the students 
at the school bearing his name, but also for all 
those who seek to follow in his footsteps. 

The Northern Virginia Chapter of Our Com-
munity Salutes will host a ceremony Thursday, 
June 9, to recognize these young people and 
their families and to wish them safety and suc-
cess as they pursue a career in the Armed 
Forces. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in applauding the courage and dedication of 
these graduates and in assuring them and 
their families that the full support and re-
sources of the U.S. Congress and the Amer-
ican people will be behind them every step of 
their journey in defense our nation’s freedom. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE 
REGULATORY BALANCE ACT 

HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
discuss an issue of great importance to family 
farmers and agricultural businesses. The regu-
latory burdens placed on family farmers and 
the agriculture business hinder job creation, 
job retention, and innovative breakthroughs in 
technology and crop production. Family farm-

ers across the country lead the world in the 
production of a safe, secure food supply and 
provide a multi-billion dollar economic impact. 
In order for family farmers and the agriculture 
community to continue to prosper, the regu-
latory process must follow common sense and 
not be unduly burdensome. 

That is why I am pleased to introduce the 
Regulatory Balance Act, which codifies into 
federal statute the cost benefit analysis re-
quired by Executive Order 12866. Simply put, 
any regulation with a significant economic im-
pact of $100 million or more proposed by the 
United States Department of Agriculture, 
USDA, the Environmental Protection Agency, 
EPA, and the Food and Drug Administration, 
FDA, must perform a cost-benefit analysis and 
report the same to Congress before the regu-
lation takes effect A cost-benefit analysis 
would determine whether a proposed regula-
tion would have a negative economic impact 
on our Nation’s economy. 

As a farmer, I understand the costs associ-
ated with many of the regulations placed upon 
the agriculture community. By guaranteeing a 
more transparent, efficient regulatory process 
that works for family farmers instead of 
against them, the rural areas of my district and 
this country will thrive. Family farmers and the 
agriculture community will continue to be the 
best in the world as long as federal agriculture 
regulations are evenly balanced between cost 
and benefit. 

Creating a stable regulatory environment, 
where balance between the cost to family 
farmers and the agriculture community is bal-
anced with the benefit of the regulation, allows 
family farms and the agriculture community to 
invest and grow their business without added 
costs due to regulations that fly in the face of 
common sense. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues in the 
House (and Senate) to support me in passing 
the Regulatory Balance Act and bring stability 
and balance to the regulatory process. 

f 

THE STATE OF TEXAS HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES H.R. NO. 1955 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I submit the 
following: 

H.R. NO. 1955 
RESOLUTION 

Whereas, The United States Fish and Wild-
life Service has proposed granting endan-
gered species status to the dunes sagebrush 
lizard, a measure that would have a signifi-
cant negative impact on the Lone Star 
State; and 

Whereas, The business climate in Texas 
has been consistently ranked as the nation’s 
best, and the oil and gas sector is crucial to 
its continued vitality; Texas is the nation’s 
leading producer of oil and natural gas, and 
it holds 30 percent of the nation’s natural gas 
reserves and almost a quarter of its oil re-
serves; the oil and gas industry contributes 
$30 billion annually to the Texas economy 
and employs more than 315,000 Texans at 
some of the highest salaries in the state; and 

Whereas, Despite its resilience, the Texas 
economy has not been immune to the global 
economic recession; there have been signifi-
cant job losses over the past two years, and 
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recently high gas prices have posed new chal-
lenges; the Fish and Wildlife Service failed 
to take these factors into account in its pro-
posal to grant endangered species status to 
the dunes sagebrush lizard in southeastern 
New Mexico and adjacent oil-producing areas 
of West Texas; and 

Whereas, In addition, the service has failed 
to consider that approximately 75,000 acres 
identified as habitat for the lizard are owned 
and managed by The University of Texas for 
the benefit of higher education; university 
officials have estimated that the listing 
could stop the drilling of approximately 1,000 
oil and gas wells and eliminate the produc-
tion of seven million barrels of oil equivalent 
annually; and 

Whereas, The Texas Legislature and the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department have 
traditionally recognized the private land-
owner as the primary steward of our state’s 
natural resources, but the Fish and Wildlife 
Service has not adequately consulted with 
the State of Texas, Texas landowners, or 
other stakeholders; moreover, the service 
has failed to fully consider issues unique to 
species protection and habitat conservation 
in Texas; and 

Whereas, Listing the dunes sagebrush liz-
ard as an endangered species would inflict se-
vere economic damage, harm property own-
ers, and undermine higher education in the 
Lone Star State; Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the house of representatives 
of the 82nd Texas Legislature hereby respect-
fully urge the United States Fish and Wild-
life Service to withdraw its proposal to list 
the dunes sagebrush lizard under the Endan-
gered Species Act of 1973; and, be it further 

Resolved, That the house of representatives 
direct the agencies of the State of Texas to 
cooperate with the efforts of the Texas En-
dangered Species Task Force to investigate 
the scientific basis of the proposed listing 
and the potential burdens on private prop-
erty rights and economic development in the 
state; and, be it further 

Resolved, That the chief clerk of the Texas 
House of Representatives forward official 
copies of this resolution to the president of 
the United States, the acting director of the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the president 
of the Senate and the speaker of the House of 
Representatives of the United States Con-
gress, and all the members of the Texas dele-
gation to Congress with the request that this 
resolution be entered in the Congressional 
Record as a memorial to the Congress of the 
United States of America. 

JOE STRAUS, 
Speaker of the House. 

I certify that H.R. No. 1955 was adopted by 
the House on May 25, 2011, by a non-record 
vote. 

ROBERT HANEY, 
Chief Clerk of the House. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM T. NOONAN 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a public servant who has dedi-
cated most of his career to making my home-
town a better place. William T. Noonan, known 
to his friends as Bill, has served for the last 21 
years as the Administrator of Sumter County, 
South Carolina. That 21-year tenure has 
earned him the distinction of being the longest 
serving Administrator in Sumter County’s his-
tory. 

A native of Silver Spring, Maryland, Bill re-
ceived his bachelor’s degree from Furman 
University in Greenville, South Carolina in 
1963 and a master’s degree from Appalachian 
State University in Boone, North Carolina, in 
1970. 

Following a 15-year career in education, 
serving as a teacher, coach and administrator, 
Bill joined the management team at Campbell 
Soup Company, Sumter Plant, as its Human 
Resources Director in 1978. He held that posi-
tion until 1985, when he was promoted to Re-
gional Risk Manager, Southern Division (six 
plants in GA, SC, NC, and MD). Following a 
12-year career and the restructuring of Camp-
bell’s Poultry Division, he accepted the posi-
tion of Chief Administrative Officer for Sumter 
County rather than relocating his family to 
Campbell’s headquarters in Camden, New 
Jersey. 

Bill’s involvement in community organiza-
tions has included the Greater Sumter Cham-
ber of Commerce, the United Way of Sumter, 
Clarendon and Lee Counties (Board of Direc-
tors/Past President), the Governor’s Initiative 
for Work Force Excellence, Leadership South 
Carolina, Leadership Sumter, and the South 
Carolina Executive Leadership Program. He 
served as a member of the Sumter School 
District Seventeen Board of Trustees from 
1984 to 1990. Throughout his career, Bill has 
been selected by his peers to numerous posi-
tions of distinction and honor. Currently, he 
serves as Secretary for the Board of Directors 
for the South Carolina Association of Coun-
ties, and is a Trustee of the South Carolina 
Association of Counties Workers’ Compensa-
tion and Liability Trust Funds. Bill is a past 
President of the South Carolina Association of 
Counties Managers, Administrators, and Su-
pervisors Association. 

Bill is married to the former Sandy Andrews 
of Sumter. Together they have four children 
and five grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in applauding the wonderful work of 
Bill Noonan. He has been a leader in Sumter 
County for his entire career and is a vital part 
of this vibrant community. I wish him well in 
his future endeavors and thank him for his 
dedication to Sumter County. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ARIZONA 
STATE UNIVERSITY’S WOMEN’S 
SOFTBALL TEAM, WINNER OF 
THE NCAA 2011 NATIONAL CHAM-
PIONSHIP 

HON. ED PASTOR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in congratulating Ari-
zona State University’s (ASU) women’s soft-
ball team in winning the NCAA 2011 cham-
pionship title. The Sun Devils swept the Uni-
versity of Florida Gators on June 7, 2011 in a 
best-of-three series, winning the final game by 
a score of 7–2. This accomplishment marks 
the Sun Devil’s second national championship 
in four seasons, placing them among an elite 
group of just four teams who have won mul-
tiple NCAA titles in softball, with ASU also 
winning the title in 2008. 

The team’s success is undoubtedly attrib-
uted to the extraordinary leadership of Head 

Coach Clint Myers, the hard work and dedica-
tion of the players, and the efforts of sup-
porting staff and loyal fans alike. Especially 
impressive was the stellar performance of 
freshman Dallas Escobedo and senior Kaylyn 
Castillo. Their teamwork and close collabora-
tion was integral in leading ASU to victory. 
Escobedo won her 19th consecutive decision 
while becoming the first freshman pitcher to 
be credited with a national championship since 
1990. Castillo’s strong defensive stance as 
catcher, her ability to guide and mentor 
Escobedo, and her impressive .429 average 
also greatly contributed to the team’s cham-
pionship win. 

Additionally notable, in seven seasons of 
the best-of-three championship series format, 
no winning team has compiled a larger cumu-
lative margin of victory than ASU’s 15 runs, 
and in this past season alone, the Sun Devils 
won 23 of 24 games and recorded a perfect 
10-game winning streak in the tournament. 

I want to congratulate Head Coach Clint 
Myers, Assistant Coach Chuck D’Arcy, Asso-
ciate Head Coach Robert Wagner, and all the 
players on the championship team: Nikole 
Afusia, Lucy Aubrecht, Hillary Bach, Katelyn 
Boyd, Kaylyn Castillo, Krista Donnenwirth, 
Jessica Donovan, Lindsey Edgerton, Dallas 
Escobedo, Lacy Goodman, Talor Haro, Alix 
Johnson, Breanna Kaye, Kayla Ketchum, 
Annie Lockwood, Dani Rae Lougheed, 
Michelle Nulliner, Sam Parlich, Mackenzie 
Popescue, Sarah Rice, Lesley Rogers, Mary 
Spiel, Mandy Urfer, Bailey Wigness, and 
Christina Zambrana. 

In considering all of these achievements, I 
ask that you join me in recognizing Arizona 
State University’s softball team in winning the 
NCAA 2011 championship title. 

f 

THE ANNIVERSARY OF FLAG DAY 
AND THE FOUNDING OF HART-
FORD, CONNECTICUT 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, it 
is with a heartfelt sense of patriotism that I 
rise to celebrate the 150th anniversary of Flag 
Day, as well as the 375th anniversary of Hart-
ford, Connecticut. 

The concept of ‘‘Flag Day’’ actually origi-
nated in Hartford. Just before the outbreak of 
the Civil War in 1861, Hartford resident 
George Morris imagined Flag Day as an op-
portunity to promote the idea of a strong union 
in the face of a looming conflict. Later that 
year the Hartford Daily Courant newspaper 
endorsed Morris’ idea, and in 1862 the Gen-
eral Assembly in Hartford made Connecticut 
the first State to recognize June 14th as Flag 
Day. 

The great city of Hartford was founded 375 
years ago by Reverend Thomas Hooker and 
has played an instrumental role in our Nation’s 
history throughout the years. Whether it was 
laying the foundation for the United States 
Constitution or being the home to distin-
guished citizens such as Mark Twain, Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, and Sam Colt, Hartford’s his-
tory has forever been interwoven with that of 
our great country. 

Given that the City of Hartford has played 
such a historic role in shaping the United 
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States, it is no surprise that the idea of Flag 
Day originated there. 

f 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND 
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 2, 2011 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2055) making ap-
propriations for military construction, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2012, and for other purposes: 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Chair, I rise in support of 
H.R. 2055, the Military Construction-Veterans 
Affairs Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 
2012. This bipartisan bill passed the Appro-
priations Committee by unanimous voice vote, 
and I urge my colleagues to support it on the 
House floor today. 

To support those who have put their lives 
on the line for our country, this bill provides 
disability payments, pensions, survivors’ bene-
fits, and education benefits under the Post-9/ 
11 G.I. Bill. 

The ward in Iraq and Afghanistan have 
taken a major toll on our brave men and 
women in uniform. We must take care of our 
veterans’ mental and physical health needs as 
they return home and transition to civilian life. 

Today’s bill provides $129.7 billion for the 
Veterans Affairs Department for Fiscal Year 
2012. The Veterans Health Administration 
serves over 4 million patients. Continuing the 
practice the Democratic Congress started in 
2009, the bill provides advance appropriations 
for VA medical accounts for both the next and 
the following fiscal years. Our veterans de-
serve the certainty of knowing there will be 
enough funds, in advance, for the care they 
have earned and deserve. 

Of the more than 50,000 veterans in my dis-
trict—rural Oahu and the Neighbor Islands— 
many live in rural areas. The veterans I have 
met with cite difficulty in getting to medical 
care in Honolulu from the Neighbor Islands, as 
well as not enough services on their own is-
lands. Today’s bill includes $250 million for in-
novations to improve health care assess for 
rural veterans. These include providing VA 
outpatient care through community-based out-
patient clinics and completing a feasibility 
study on mobile health services, home-based 
care, and telemedicine. 

Today’s bill also provides $11.5 billion for 
military construction, a 4 percent increase over 
current levels. Hawaii has many military 
bases, and this bill will support the construc-

tion of housing and other facilities on our 
bases, sending a positive ripple effect through-
out Hawaii’s economy. 

Today I am voting for the LaTourette 
amendment on Project Labor Agreements. 
This amendment would restore President 
Obama’s executive order encouraging Federal 
agencies to consider requiring Project Labor 
Agreements for construction contracts. Project 
Labor Agreements are short-term agreements 
for the length of a project that can reduce 
projects’ costs and duration. Project Labor 
Agreements strengthen project quality by help-
ing the Federal Government specify the 
project requirements in advance. This is the 
third time this year that this Congress has 
tried to undermine Project Labor Agreements. 
Fortunately, amendments to preserve Project 
Labor Agreements passed the last two times; 
I hope the LaTourette amendment will also 
pass. 

I am opposing the Amash amendment that 
would try yet again to eliminate Davis-Bacon 
prevailing wage protections. This is yet an-
other attack on working families. The Davis- 
Bacon Act prevents contractors from driving 
down wages and benefits in an area. Amend-
ments to eliminate Davis-Bacon protections 
have failed again and again this year, and I 
hope the Amash amendment will meet the 
same fate. 

Overall, the underlying bill supports our vet-
erans and military construction in Hawaii, and 
I urge my colleagues to support it. 

f 

OMARSKA 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
some of us in this chamber today were here 
20 years ago when the conflicts associated 
with Yugoslavia’s demise began, and we 
heard the reports of horrible atrocities as they 
were taking place. I followed the situation 
closely as a member of the Helsinki Commis-
sion, which I chair today. The names of many 
of the villages, towns and even cities men-
tioned were new to our ears then, but they 
have since been etched into our minds and 
hearts by the savage acts that were com-
mitted in or near them. 

One such place is Omarska, in northwestern 
Bosnia near Prijedor. We first heard of it in the 
summer of 1992. That is when Roy Gutman, 
a foreign correspondent working for Newsday, 
reported on the existence, at a mining com-
plex, of a camp run by Bosnian Serb militants 
that held several thousand non-Serb pris-
oners, primarily Bosniaks but also Croats. 
Based on the later reports of the detainees 
who survived their ordeal at Omarska, Gutman 
called it a ‘‘death camp’’ and reported on the 

appalling conditions and the rape, torture and 
execution of detainees there as well as at 
other camps in the vicinity. International re-
porting, especially by British journalists Ed 
Vulliamy, Penny Marshall and Ian Williams, 
exposed the horrors of Omarska and ulti-
mately forced the camp to close. 

Before Omarska, Mr. Speaker, many com-
mentators on the Balkan conflicts which began 
in Slovenia and Croatia before moving to Bos-
nia tried to explain away an unpleasant but al-
legedly unavoidable and manageable reality. 

After Omarska, it became clear to many 
people that, in Bosnia, we were dealing with 
evil on such a scale that can neither be ex-
plained away nor ignored. Eventually, the 
internationally community organized an inter-
national tribunal to prosecute war crimes, 
crimes against humanity and genocide in the 
former Yugoslavia. The tribunal convicted sev-
eral of the camp guards, commandants and 
associated others for crimes committed at 
Omarska. 

In late May, Omarska survivors and families 
of victims were able to gather at the site of the 
camp, both to remember and to remind. They 
were joined by senior Bosnian officials, rep-
resentatives of the international community in-
cluding the US Embassy, and supportive non- 
governmental organizations from Serbia. The 
survivors, however, want an appropriate me-
morial that would protect the site and to which 
there could be public access not just for one 
day, but regularly throughout the year. As 
those gathered in Omarska themselves de-
clared, ‘‘we deem that the sufferings of civil-
ians in Omarska concentration camp, as well 
as in other concentration camps formed during 
the wars in the Nineties, must be honorably 
commemorated so as to become part of public 
memory, on the path towards establishment of 
the co-habitation in the areas of the former 
Yugoslavia.’’ 

The horrors that took place at Omarska and 
their lasting impact on Bosnian society cer-
tainly warrant such a memorial. It would pro-
vides some closure to victims, and it would 
counter those who are still unwilling to ac-
knowledge the horrific crimes that, in undeni-
able fact, were committed there in 1992. It 
would also serve as a lasting reminder to us 
all. If atrocites on the scale of those at the 
Omarska camp are not appropriately remem-
bered, they are more likely to be repeated, in 
some other distant town or village presently 
unknown to us. That is why we have these 
memorials: in the hope we will never forget 
nor ever allow such crimes to be repeated. 

As the Chairman of the Bosnian Caucus, I 
encourage the present owners of the mining 
complex to permit and support the establish-
ment of a permanent memorial at Omarska. I 
bring this issue to the attention of my col-
leagues in the hope they can join me in this 
call. 
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