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Transit agencies would not have funding to
hire additional law enforcement officers, ac-
quire bomb sniffing dogs, or install explosive
screening devices at a time when open source
media reports indicate that Al Qaeda may be
attempting a major attack on the U.S. rail sys-
tem.

States and localities would receive greatly
reduced funding (or be denied funding en-
tirely) to harden tunnels and bridges or install
surveillance systems at high-risk areas.

Ports would not have funds for vessels to
protect harbor waterways from a terrorist
threat or for maritime training of law enforce-
ment personnel at the ports.

According to the National Association of
Counties, a reduction in grant programs and
the combining of funding would result in com-
munities of all sizes not being able to enhance
their level of preparedness to deal with all
hazards, including potential nuclear, chemical,
and biological attacks.

As a member of the House Homeland Secu-
rity Committee, | refuse to stand by this bill.
We as members of Congress have a responsi-
bility to protect our communities from any pos-
sible danger. For this reason, there is no high-
er priority than to adequately fund our home-
land security, particularly our first responders
such as firefighters. It makes no sense to
weaken our Homeland Security program by
cutting their resources in a time when terrorist
threats continue to put our nation at risk. We
as members of Congress must unite and as-
sist our brave first responders in their efforts
to help contain any threats by providing them
with all necessary resources, rather than turn
our backs and leave them without sufficient
funding. This bill not only undermines our na-
tion’s security, it also undermines our alle-
giance to the American people who look up to
us in this particular time to protect them from
any possible danger, whether it is an act of
terrorism or a natural disaster. For this reason,
| oppose H.R. 2017, the FY 2012 Homeland
Security Appropriations Bill.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2011

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, on May 11th,
my vote on rollcall vote No. 309 was incor-
rectly recorded as “aye” when | intended to
vote “no.” | did not see the error until it was
too late. | have strong opposition to H.R. 1229
and my intention was to vote “no” on this leg-
islation.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE PROSTATE
ACT

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2011

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today dur-
ing Men’s Health Week to urge my colleagues
to support the fight against one of our Nation’s
leading causes of death among men—prostate
cancer. There are significant racial and ethnic
disparities that demand attention: African
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Americans have prostate cancer mortality
rates that are more than double those in the
white population. Underserved rural popu-
lations have higher rates of mortality com-
pared to their urban counterparts. Additionally,
certain veterans’ populations may have nearly
twice the incidence of prostate cancer than the
general population of the United States.

There should be coordination across Fed-
eral agencies which are already receiving sig-
nificant resources focused on prostate cancer
programs. This coordination would serve to
improve accountability and actively encourage
the translation of research into practice. Addi-
tionally, this coordination would serve to iden-
tify and implement best practices, in order to
foster an integrated and monolithic focus on
effective prevention, diagnosis and treatment
of this disease.

For these reasons, |, along with Rep.
BROUN, now introduce this bi-partisan piece of
legislation. Our bill provides for a time-limited
interagency taskforce to ensure that the Fed-
eral dollars invested in the fight against this
disease are well spent.

In 2010, more than 217,730 new patients
were diagnosed with, and more than 32,050
men died from this disease. Furthermore,
about 1 man in 6 will be diagnosed with pros-
tate cancer, and roughly 2 million Americans
are living with a diagnosis of prostate cancer
and its consequences. While prostate cancer
generally affects older individuals, younger
men are also at risk for the disease. When
prostate cancer appears in early middle age it
frequently takes on a more aggressive form.
Prostate cancer continues to be a serious
threat to our Nation’s men.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill, and
use this as an opportunity to show America’s
men that they have your support.

RECOGNIZING MAX BRAKE CON-
TROLLERS FOR THE 2011 LOU-
ISIANA ECONOMIC DEVELOP-
MENT LANTERN AWARD

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR.

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2011

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, | want to
congratulate Max Brake Controllers, a com-
pany from Cameron Parish, Louisiana, for
being named winner of the 2011 Lantern
Award, District 3. The Lantern Award is pre-
sented by Louisiana Economic Development
to salute manufacturers from across the state
for their outstanding contributions to the Lou-
isiana economy and to their communities.

Thomas McDaniel, his wife Debbie and
company employees created Max Brake Con-
trollers several years ago. McDaniel is also
the owner of Mac’s Classic Muscle Cars, a
supplier of Max Brakes. Because of his experi-
ence in this field, McDaniel was able to play
a key role in creating the Max Brake tech-
nology. Max Brake Company uses Louisiana
parts as much as possible, with about half of
the components bought locally including brass
stock, electrical parts and hardware from local
companies.

Max Brake Controllers uses a braking sys-
tem for trucks and big rigs to carry large
loads. An electrical display presents hydraulic
vehicle brake pressure and helps to control
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electric trailer brakes. The brake pressure is
monitored by a pressure sensor in the vehicle
master cylinder.

McDaniel is a member of the Cameron Par-
ish Police Jury. He is also an avid supporter
of South Cameron High School and a member
of the Volunteer Fire Department, Recreation
Department and Water District.

It goes without saying that Max Brake Con-
trollers is very deserving of the honor of being
given the 2011 Lantern Award. McDaniel and
the other staff at Max Brake Controllers are in-
novative and effective in what they do, and |
am honored to serve as their member of Con-
gress. | wholeheartedly thank Max Brake Con-
trollers for their service to the Cameron Parish
and the state of Louisiana, and | congratulate
the company on this award.

—————

CONGRATULATING THE JET PRO-
PULSION LABORATORY ON THE
COMPLETION OF THE SPIRIT
ROVER MISSION

HON. DAVID DREIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2011

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to con-
gratulate the La Canada Flintridge based Jet
Propulsion Laboratory (JPL), its director, Dr.
Charles Elachi and all of the JPL employees,
on successfully completing the mission of
Spirit, a Mars Exploration Rover. Spirit was
designed, built and operated by JPL.

In the summer of 2003, NASA launched
Spirit along with its twin, Opportunity, from
Cape Canaveral Air Force Station. After trav-
eling for six months and more than a quarter
million miles, Spirit landed on Mars on Janu-
ary 3, 2004. The Mars Exploration Rover mis-
sion sought to expand our understanding of
Mars’ geological history and find evidence of
water. One of the mission’s greatest achieve-
ments was Spirit's discovery of minerals indi-
cating that Mars was once a wet environment
with hot springs and steam vents. These con-
ditions may have been favorable for microbial
life. In addition, Spirit provided us with thou-
sands of breathtaking images of Mars’ sur-
face. While Spirit's mission was only planned
for three months, it showed amazing resiliency
and continued to operate for six years. After
surviving three Martian winters, countless dust
storms and a broken wheel, NASA lost contact
with Spirit last March. Opportunity continues to
explore the Martian surface.

Mr. Speaker, the success of Spirit's mission,
and JPL’s scientific accomplishments, dem-
onstrate the need to continue strong support
for Mars exploration missions. As you may
know, the Mars Science Laboratory is sched-
uled to launch at the end of this year. It will
expand upon the discoveries made by Spirit
and provide new insight into Mars’ past. Its
primary purpose is to determine if Mars was
ever capable of supporting microbial life. To
accomplish this, the mission will carry the
most advanced instruments ever sent to Mars
and have the capability to travel farther than
past rovers.

Mankind has always yearned to explore
what is beyond the horizon. However, space
exploration does more than inspire our imagi-
nation. It provides measurable benefits here at
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