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Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, it is with a heavy
heart that | rise today to share the news of a
great loss to El Paso, to Texas, and to the Na-
tion. My dear friend, Colonel Retired James
“Buster” Hayden was a class of 1945 West
Point Graduate, retired Army officer with 30
years military service, long time area West
Point Admissions Representative, and the
Chairman of my Military Academy Advisory
Board for over 15 years.

Col. Hayden came from a long and distin-
guished line of West Point graduates. His
great-grandfather was a member of the Civil
War Class of 1862, and his grandfather grad-
uated in the Class of 1888. In the 20th Cen-
tury, his father was in the World War | Class
of 1917, and Col. Hayden—well known to ev-
eryone as “Buster’—graduated with the World
War Il Class of 1945 after securing an ap-
pointment on his fourth try!

Col. Hayden’s distinguished career of 30
years included tours of duty with the Con-
stabulary Force during the occupation of Ger-
many, in an armored field artillery battalion
during the Korean War, at the Pentagon, and
with the Joint Chiefs of Staff. He retired as the
Deputy Assistant Commandant of the Air De-
fense School in 1975. Just a year later, he
started working with the West Point Admis-
sions Field Force, beginning his long and dis-
tinguished journey of molding the next genera-
tion of leaders.

With his passing, our community has lost
one of the greatest advocates for El Paso
youth wishing to serve in our Nation’s Armed
Forces. After his family, what he loved most
was inspiring scores of young El Pasoans
every year to never give up on their dreams.
Since 1976, he helped recruit talented cadets
from the El Paso area and Southern New
Mexico to West Point.

Over the last 15 years, Col. Hayden de-
voted countless hours, along with the other
members of my Academy Advisory Board for
the 16th Congressional district, to overseeing
the annual process of nominating El Paso’s
finest young men and women to our Nation’s
service academies.

He influenced the lives of hundreds of serv-
ice academy graduates, who have pursued
successful careers in the military, education,
business, and industry. In fact, Col. Hayden
helped shepherd more cadets into the United
States Military Academy at West Point than
anyone in the history of the Academy. His ef-
forts in our region have led to over 1,200 of-
fers of admission to young men and women,
resulting in no less than 622 graduates.

Col. Hayden never gave up on a single ap-
plicant, nominee, or appointee, even when he
was feeling sick from the effects of cancer.
Even near the end, his daughter found him in
his office looking for information to reach a
cadet. Once he got the phone number, he
spent 30 minutes talking to the cadet. That is
how he was with “his” cadets as well as those
seeking a future at our military academies. In
fact, in one of life’s great ironies, | was at an
event the night he passed away speaking with
a second lieutenant of the 1st Armored Divi-
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sion from Fort Bliss who was proud to be “one
of Hayden’s soldiers.” He told me how Col.
Hayden had changed his life by mentoring him
from prep school to graduation at West Point.
| have heard from many soldiers | have visited
with around the world who tell of how Col.
Hayden kept in touch and mentored them.
That was the “Hayden way.” He always had
words of encouragement for our young appli-
cants and loved to recount the story about the
challenges he himself faced in gaining entry
into West Point. In his own self-deprecating
way, he talked to candidates about how it took
him four tries to get in, and he urged them to
never give up on their dream.

During 30 years of active duty and another
35 years supporting Admissions and many
other programs connected with West Point,
Col. Hayden has truly espoused the motto of
the United States Military Academy: Duty,
Honor, Country.

His love for the Academy and for our Armed
Forces was unparalleled, and we will all miss
him. It was a privilege to know Buster and to
work with him. He leaves a great legacy and
will have a lasting impact for many genera-
tions to come. Our Nation and our community
are deeply indebted to him for his service and
dedication to our young people.

————
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Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker. | rise today to
strongly condemn the violence that Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad has unleashed on
his people over the past few months.

While the world closely watched the revolu-
tions in Egypt and Tunisia unfold, little atten-
tion has been paid to the Assad government’s
crackdown on peaceful demonstrators. In
March 2011, hundreds of Syrians took to the
streets to demand freedom and to force the
Assad government to lift the emergency law,
which has been in place since 1963.

Instead of meeting their demands, the
Assad government unleashed a vicious crack-
down on demonstrators with security forces fir-
ing, arresting and torturing thousands of un-
armed Syrians. According to U.N. officials, as
many as 1,100 people may have been killed
since the protests began and as many as
10,000 people have been reported to be in
custody or missing.

In May 2011, the Syrian government wid-
ened its military crackdown by sending tanks
into several more villages and severing com-
munications. The attacks on civilians and mili-
tary defectors intensified in June after dem-
onstrators showed renewed strength and de-
termination. The relentless attacks have forced
thousands of Syrians to flee Syria into Leb-
anon and Turkey to escape the escalating vio-
lence.

While | applaud President Obama and Sec-
retary Clinton for condemning these brutal at-
tacks and human rights violations, | believe
the U.S. and the international community
should be doing more to force the Assad re-
gime to stop attacking its own people. | urge
my colleagues to join me in condemning this
violence and to call on the Obama administra-
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tion to take a more active role in forcing the
Syrian government to end these attacks.
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Jan Saxton of
Saint Joseph, Missouri. Jan is active in the
community and has been chosen to receive
the YWCA Women of Excellence Lifetime
Achievement Award: Woman in the Work-
place.

In 1945, after every member of Jan’s family
worked to save all their earnings through the
great depression, her father decided the time
was right. Every penny saved was invested
into the dream of rebuilding a spot of family
entertainment, a golf course. A small lot at 9th
and Jules in St. Joseph, provided land for
rent. Used lumber and materials started a
modest 18 hole course. Jan graduated from
Lafayette High School and with the help of her
grandmother, Pearl Summers, was put in
charge of the business. The little course
thrived, yet before the end of the third season,
the land was sold.

After her brother and Guy Saxton returned
home from the service, she married Guy, her
high-school sweetheart. Soon they purchased
land to build what is now Cool Crest. His engi-
neering and carpentry skills, and her gar-
dening and “people skills” made for the per-
fect combination that we still enjoy today.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
recognizing Jan Saxton. She has made an
amazing impact on countless individuals in the
St. Joseph Community. | am honored to rep-
resent her in the United States Congress.

————

IN TRIBUTE TO DETECTIVE JAY
CARROTT
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Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in trib-
ute to Jay Carrott, whose retirement from the
Simi Valley Police Department is being recog-
nized this weekend.

Detective Carrott actually retired from the
Police Department last year, but was imme-
diately deployed to Iraq as a police advisor to
an Army unit out of Fort Benning, Georgia,
giving his fellow officers, family and friends no
time to honor his service to the community.
Jay is a personal friend who | have known for
many years. He is home now and it is time to
give him his long overdue accolades.

Jay Carrott became a reserve officer for the
city in 1985 and was hired as a full-time officer
in 1987. He rose to the rank of Senior Officer
before leaving for a short stint with the Lacey,
Washington, Police Department. He returned
to the Simi Valley Police Department in 1995
and was promoted to Detective the following
year.

It was as a Detective that Jay Carrott's
skills, dedication and passion for law enforce-
ment and the victims of violent acts came to
full fruition.




		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-06T16:29:28-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




