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from a time when suffrage was denied to
whole classes of our population based on
race, gender, religion, national origin, and
property. Ex-felons who have been lawfully re-
leased from prisons have paid their debts to
society. To continue denying them the ability
to reclaim rights as citizens resurrects historic
unenlightened practices of our society. Ulti-
mately, | believe that we fail not only ex-of-
fenders by denying them the right to vote, but
the rest of a society that has struggled
throughout its history to be legitimate and in-
clusive. Just like poll taxes and literacy tests,
it is long past time that these restrictions be
relegated to unenlightened history.
—
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Mr. AUSTRIA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Brigadier General Richard A.
Hersack for his outstanding service to our Na-
tion on the occasion of his retirement.

On behalf of the people of Ohio’s Seventh
Congressional District, | am honored to con-
gratulate Brigadier General Hersack upon his
retirement as Command Surgeon of the Air
Force Materiel Command (AFMC) at Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base in Ohio.

His 28 years of dedicated service to the citi-
zens of our Nation and our community is both
admirable and commendable. Hersack re-
ceived his commission in 1983 upon his grad-
uation from the St. Louis University School of
Medicine. As Command Surgeon, he was the
principal medical adviser to the AFMC Com-
mander, promoting the health and well-being
of 84,000 military and civilian personnel. He is
responsible for the medical policy implementa-
tion and treatment execution at eight medical
treatment facilities and the U.S. Air Force
School of Aerospace Medicine, totaling more
than 435,000 beneficiaries. Additionally, he
oversees operational medicine research, de-
velopment, education and training programs
conducted at the Air Force Research Labora-
tory’s 711th Human Performance Wing.

Over the course of his distinguished career,
he served at Wilford Hall Medical Center as
the Arthur B. Tarrow Chairman, Department of
Anesthesia. General Hersack was one of the
original developers of the Mobile Field Sur-
gical Team and the Critical Care Transport
Team. He deployed in response to the bomb-
ing of the Murrah Federal Building in Okla-
homa City, and operations Joint Endeavor and
Assured Response.

General Hersack also commanded the 51st
Medical Group, 51st Fighter Wing at Osan Air
Base in South Korea. Prior to his most recent
assignment, he served as Chief of the Medical
Readiness Policy and Operations for the Air
Force Surgeon General, overseeing all Air
Force Medical operations and deployments
worldwide. General Hersack is also a Chief
Flight Surgeon with more than 900 flying
hours, and 25 combat missions in the C-130
aircraft.

For his many years of service to our Nation,
| join the people of Ohio’s Seventh Congres-
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sional District in extending our best wishes
upon his retirement and ongoing success in all
future endeavors.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2011

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, on June 15,
2011, | inadvertently missed rollcall No. 424
and 425 and would have voted “no” on both
rollcall votes.

———

SALUTING SERVICE ACADEMY
STUDENTS—CONNER WILLCOX

HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2011

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor an extraordinary group of
young men and women who have been cho-
sen as future leaders in our armed forces by
the prestigious United States service acad-
emies. It is a privilege to send such a fine
group from the third district of Texas to pursue
a world-class education and serve our Nation.

As we keep them and their families in our
prayers, may we never forget the sacrifices
they are preparing to make while defending
our freedoms all across the globe. | am so
proud of each one. God bless them and God
bless America.

Today | salute Conner Willcox, a United
States Merchant Marine Academy Appointee.
Conner is a graduate from McKinney Boyd
High School where he played football as a
starting inside linebacker, lacrosse where he
served as captain his senior year, and also
participated in wrestling. Conner was actively
involved in the National Honor Society, Peer
Assistance and Leadership, Saint Gabriel
Church Youth Group and as a lifeguard.
Conner wants to attend an academy because
of the structure and tradition of excellence of-
fered. It is his dream to be a leader in the mili-
tary in order to protect the country and pre-
serve the liberties we all enjoy. Conner comes
from a military family as his grandfather flew
136 missions in Southeast Asia including more
than 100 over North Vietnam and his brother
is a Cadet First Class at the U.S. Air Force
Academy.

———

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE
DEREK M. HODGE VIRGIN IS-
LANDS IMPROVEMENT ACT OF
2011

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN

OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2011

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to introduce the Derek M. Hodge U.S.
Virgin lIslands Public-Private Investment Act.
This legislation would create an innovative
pilot program to leverage private pension as-
sets to raise approximately $250 million a year
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dedicated to the infrastructure of the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands, while simultaneously raising an
additional $500 million a year for the U.S.
Treasury.

In short, the bill would allow taxpayers a
onetime transfer of existing IRA, 401k, and
other tax deferred investments—up to a total
limit of $50 billion—into a special fund with no
tax or penalties at the time of the initial trans-
fer. The transferred funds would receive
“Roth” like treatment at retirement if taxes are
paid as follows:

For the first ten years, a 1.5 percent tax
would be collected by the U.S. Treasury and
divided 1.0 percent to the U.S. Treasury and
0.5 percent to the Virgin Islands.

During the second ten years, a 1.0 percent
tax would be divided equally between the U.S.
Treasury and the Virgin Islands.

After twenty years, a 1 percent tax would be
continually collected only for the benefit of the
U.S. Treasury.

The tax funds allocated to the Virgin Islands
would be deposited in an escrow account. The
Department of Interior would approve the re-
lease of the escrowed funds to pay for
projects set out under an approved recon-
struction plan.

Under my bill, the Virgin Islands would re-
ceive a twenty-year dedicated source of rev-
enue that would enable it to build a modern in-
frastructure to move the islands toward self-
sufficiency and reduce unemployment.

Mr. Speaker, the Virgin Islands has neither
the tax base nor will it receive sufficient fed-
eral assistance to make the necessary invest-
ments in basic infrastructure like water, sewer,
storm-water, roads, telecommunications, and
electric grid. The current infrastructure is not
“hardened” against frequent tropic storms,
and therefore must be repaired often—further
exacerbating the unwillingness of the private
sector to invest in basic industries on the is-
lands. These investments would substantially
mitigate the federal government’s cost for re-
building after tropical storms and are essential
to job creation and providing basic services to
the citizens of the Virgin Islands.

Mr. Speaker, the legislation | introduce
today is named in honor of former Virgin Is-
lands Lieutenant Governor and former Presi-
dent of the Legislature of the Virgin Islands,
Derek M. Hodge, who recently passed away.
Derek was the driving force behind this bill
and he dedicated the last several years of his
towards its passage because of what it would
mean for his beloved Virgin Islands. There
would not be a more fitting tribute to his life’s
work than the enactment of this bill into law.

In these days of budget cuts and growing
unwillingness to fund for essential infrastruc-
ture, my bill will ensure the necessary invest-
ment in the Virgin Islands through a wholly
voluntary funding source—a win for the citi-
zens of the U.S. Virgin Islands and the Amer-
ican taxpayers.

——

COMMEMORATION OF
LYMPHEDEMA AWARENESS DAY

HON. DAVID P. ROE

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 16, 2011

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, today
| hope to raise awareness of lymphedema, a
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